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Public to choose ‘people’s peers’ 


in Blair’s new House of Lords 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 
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ORDINARY PEOPLE will sit as 
“people’s peers” in a reformed 
House of Lords under sweep- 
ing proposals to be unveiled by 
the Government today. 

After the 750 hereditary 
peers lose their right to sit and 
vote in the Lords next year; 
members of the public will be 
able to nominate another 
person to sit in the second 
chamber as a life peer 
The surprise move, to be an- 
fefi nounced in a White Paper 
J, today, is part of Tony Blair’s 
^ drive to bead off Tory allega- 
jj toons that the Lords will be 
f* packed with “Tony's cronies” 
^ handpicked by the Prime Min- 
ister after the hereditaries 

C disappear from Parliament 
Those nominated as “peo- 
ple's peers” will be vetted by a 
new seven-member Appoint- 
ments Commission, which will 
consider the special qualities 
they could bring to the legisla- 
tive process. 

Initially, the number of ordi- 
nary people joining the Lards is 
expected to be limited to about 
Ea 20. But ministers will today 
argue that the symbolic move 
will be an ‘important mod- 
M cruising step " whicb ensures 
t ■* J the House becomes more rep- 
resentative of ordinary people. 
They would sit during the 
“transitionar House which will 
exist between the removal of 
the hereditaries and the 
introduction of a new, partly 
elected second chamber: 

If the “people’s peers” 
proved popular; die idea could 
form pint of “stage two” of 
Labour's reforms andtfrenum- 
r* ,f\*ber of them could be increased 
hi the new-kxjk chamber; which 
Mr Blair hopes to get on the 
statute book before the next 
general election, the “people’s 
peers” would sit alongside 



The proposals 


■ Hereditary peers to 
lose their rights to sit and 
vote in the Lords 


■ People's peers to be 
appointed from suggestions 
by the public 

■ Royal Commission to 
report within one year 

■ Stage two reform - partly 
elected upper house - to be 
law before the election 

■ An independent body will 
vet the creation oF peers, 
including crossbenchers to 
stamp on ‘cronyism’ 


u 


The 22nd Lord Gray, a Conservative peer, at the House of Lords. He could be the last of his line to have a hereditary seat in the House 


Andrew Btturman 


0 
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some members elected direct- 
ly by the voters and others 

n ominate d frnm Ihp planned rp- 

gional assemblies for Scotland, 
Whies and Northern Ireland. Al- 
lowing the public to put names 
forward mirrors die change to 
the honours list brought in by 
John Major; which has led to 
thousands of people being 
nominated each year. 


Once the new commission 
had approved such a nomina- 
tion for a “people’s peer", Mr 
Blair would rubber-stamp the 
name and forward it to Buck- 
ingham Palace. Ministers have 
decided the Queen will retain 
the final say on who is raised to 
the peerage, to answer Tory 
pinims that abolishing the 
hereditaries would undermine 


the hereditary monarchy. Mr 
Blair is to give up his “sole 
power of patronage” to appoint 
peers, although he would still 
nominate Labour representa- 
tives in the second chamber. 

The White Paper is part of a 
threepronged plan for Lords re- 
form to be announced today in 
par liamentar y statements by 
Margaret Beckett, the Leader 


of the Commons, and Baroness 
Jay, Leader of the Lords. 

They will set up a Royal 
Commission to produce pro- 
posals for “stage two”. It will re- 
port by the end of this year to 
enable Mr Blair to fest-track his 
reform plan. It will be chaired 
by Lord Butler; who retired as 
cabinet secretary and head of 
the dvfl service a year ago. The 


Government's terms of refer- 
ence for the commission will 
make clear that the wholly 
elected Commons would re- 
main supreme over a parity 
elected second chamber: The 
new House of Lords would get 
greater powers to amend leg- 
islation but it would not be able 
to block financial measures 
such as the Budget 


The Bill to scrap the BOO- 
y ear-old rights of the heredi- 
taries to sit and vote in the 
Lords will reveal that the 750 
peers who inherited their titles 
will also be deprived of their 
“club rights" - such as free 
parking and use of the restau- 
rants and tea-rooms at the 
Palace of Westminster: “It will 
be the end of using Parlia- 


ment as a gentleman's chib and 
living like a lord at the tax- 
payers’ expense,” one minister 
said. 

The BQl is expected to be 
amended during its passage 
through the Lords so that it will 
grant a temporary reprieve to 
91 of the hereditaries until 
“stage two” takes effect This 
formed the compromise plan 
negotiated secretly with Mr 
Blair by Lord Cranbome, for- 
mer Tory leader in the Lords, 
which led to him being sacked 
by william Hague 

Minister s are dangling the 
Cranbonte proposals as a “car- 
rot" before Tory peers In the 
hope that the reprieve will per- 
suade them not to use their mar 
jority to delay the Bin for a 
further year. 

Lord Strathclyde, the Tbiy 
leader in the Upper House, 
said that the Opposition would 
oppose the measure vigorous- 
ly in both Houses because ft 
was a “bad” and “half-baked” 
BilL But Lord Strathclyde said 
the Tries would back the Cran- 
bome proposals to save some 
of the hereditaries. 


1 2 Nato ultimatum for Serbs 


AS FIGHTING continued in 
Kosovo, with Serb forces 
pounding villages once a gain, 
Nato’s two top commanders 
told Slobodan Milosevic yes- 
terday he faced the threat of air 
strikes if he did not stick to the 
October ceasefire agreement 
They also demanded foil access 
for war crimes investigators to 
probe last week’s m assacre of 
^7 ethnic Albanians in Racak. 

General Wesley Clark, 
Nato’s supreme commander, 
and General Klaus Naumann, 


by Rupert Cornwell 


chairman of the alliance’s mil- 
itary committee, were due to 
hold a second round of talks in 
Belgrade last night with the 
Yugoslav President before re- 
porting back to Nato ambas- 
sadors in Brussels - at which 
point a decision on the use of 
force could be taken. 

In Washington, senior offi- 
cials warned that the “activa- 
tion order” which brought the 
alliance to the brink of air 


strikes three months ago was 
still in force, and that Nato 
attacks could start “within 
days”. Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, told the Commons 
that the British component of 
the force could be ready with- 
in 96 hours. 

The Yugoslav government 
announced that W illiam Walk- 
er; the American head of the in- 
ternational monitoring mission 
in Kosovo, could stay in the 
country an extra 24 hours, after 
originally being ordered to 


leave by today. Otherwise there 
was no immediate hint of 
breakthrough in the Belgrade 
talks, while Serb security forces 
and ethnic Albanians allowed 
no let-up in their conflict 
Yugoslav army artillery con- 
tinued to pound the hillsides 
around Racak, scene of the 
slaughter of 45 Albanians last 
weekend. One Serb policeman 
was killed and two were wound- 
ed in separate clashes with the 
Kosovo Liberation Array. 

Villagers cower, page 13 


Disgraced Aitken faces jail 


THE FORMER cabinet minister 
Jonathan Aitken could face a 
jail term after pleading guilty at 
the Old Bailey yesterday to 
perjury and attempting to per- 
vert the course of justice. 

Aitken, once tipped as a fu- 
ture Conservative leader and 
prime minister , became the 
first former cabinet minister 
this century to be convicted of 
serious crimes after admitting 
he lied under oath. He also ad- 
mitted that he drew up a false 
s tatemen t for his daughter, Vio- 


By Kim Sengupta 


toria, to sign to support his lies. 

He will be sentenced in 
June. The maximum sentence 
for perverting the course of jus- 
tice is life imprisonment and for 
peijuiy seven years. 

The charges relate to the 
defamation action Aitken 
brought against The Guardian 
and Granada TV’s World in Ac- 
tion programme over claims 
that a £1,000 hotel bill for his 
stay at the Paris Ritz in Sep- 


tember 1993 was paid by a 
wealthy Saudi contact 
At the time, he vowed: “If it 
falls to me to stint a fight to cut 
out the cancer of beat and 
twisted journalism in our coun- 
try with the simple sword of 
truth and the trusty shield of 
British fair play, so be it I am 
ready for the fight” 

The libel action collapsed 
and Aitken was charged with 
the serious criminal offences 
which led to yesterday’s case. 
Aitken, a former chief sec- 


retary to the Treasury, and 
minister for defence procure- 
ment also pleaded not guilty 
yesterday to two further 
charges of perverting the 
course of justice and conspiring 
with his ex-wife, I-nHria, anrfan- 
oth er person to pervert the 
course of justice. He was given 
conditional bafi. 

Aitken also feces civil liti- 
gation as result of his 
libel action which has left Mm 
with £2m in legal debts to The 
Guardian and Granada TV. 
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My twenty-four year-old son still lives at home. He doesn’t work 
and I’m scared he has discovered drugs. Should I kick him out? 
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Concern over 
inflation rise 


INFLATION CLIMBED above 
its 2.5 per cent target last 
month for the first time since 
August The figures sent a rip- 
ple of panic through industry 
and unions, for fear that they 
would persuade the Bank of 
England not to cut interest 
rates again. 

The underlying rate of in- 
flation edged up to 2.6 per cent 
in December: Price increases 
on the high street ahead of 
Christmas were partly to 
blame, and so were bigger than 
normal increases in the price 
of potatoes and other season- 
al foods. 

Despite the unexpected in- 
crease in target inflation, John 
Monks, general secretary of 
the Trades Union Congress, 
immediately called for a l per 
cent reduction in interest rates. 
“The Bank should not be de- 
flected from its top priority of 
restoring industrial confi- 
dence,'” he said. 

Ian Peters, deputy director 
of the British Chambers of 
Commerce, said: “Our survey's 
show members foil to see any 
si gnifican t inflationary pres- 
sures. We will look to the Bank 
of England to reduce rates 


BY DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


ultimately towards the Euro- 
pean level/ The Engineering 
Employers' Federation, re- 
porting a slowdown in pay set- 
tlements in the industry in 
December, agreed. 

Separately, a survey yester- 
day showed a modest im- 
provement in consumer 
confidence this month, al- 
though it often picks up after 
Christmas. Figures for gross 
domestic product (GDP) in the 
final quarter of 1998, due on Fri- 
day, will be a key influence on 
the Bank's next decision. 

Analysts in the City stuck 
with their view that home- 
buyers will enjoy further rate 
reductions, perhaps as early as 
next month but more likely 
after a short pause. 

The rise in inflation could 
prove temporary, as recent 
years have seen a pattern of 
bigger price rises in December 
followed by bigger cuts in the 
January sales. 

Th*» h ftariHrw * rate of mflatirm, 

the figure used in many pay 
deals, edged down from 3 per 
cent to 2.8 per cent this month. 



Lawrence 


officer to 




A road roller yesterday destroying counterfeit software, worth millions of pounds, 
at the Microsoft head office in Reading Brian Hatton 


THE POLICE officer who was 
second-in-command of the 
Stephen Lawrence murder 
investigation will face a disci- 
plinary tribunal despite an- 
nouncing his retirement, 
Scotland Yard said last night 

A spokesman said Detec- 
tive Inspector Ben BuBockwill 
go before a tribunal on 22 
March, six weeks before his re- 
tirement date. He will be 
charged wife seven counts of 
neglect of duty The announce- 
ment was seen as a response 
to the outcty to news last week 
that Del insp Bullock had sub- 
mitted his retirement papers. 
He was the only serving officer 
that the Police Complaints Au- 
thority recommended for dis- 
ciplinary action. 

It is unprecedented for a 
tribunal date to be set so soon 


by Kathy Marks 
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FORECAST 

Gcoenl sttnatteo: Rain in the south and south-east of England will clear away 
only slowly and It will gradually become brighter The rest or England and Wfales 
will have sunny spells and showers, most or the showers In the west where they 
will be heavy this afternoon with the risk or hail and thunder. Northern Ireland 
and western Scotland will also have some thundery showers with snow over the 
mountains and hall possible elsewhere. Eastern Scotland will have better sunny 
spells but also the odd shower. 


Cant S A SC England. Lo n don, E Anglia: Outbreaks of rain will slowly move 
away to allow brighter weather to move In from the norm-west. A fresh south- 
westerly wind. Max temp 10-I2C (50-54F). 


Mtdluuta, E England, Channel Is-. Any early rain will clear away to leave some 
sunny spells for the afternoon. However, there could be che odd Isolated shower. 


A moderate south-westerly wind. Max remp 9-1 TC (40-52F)- 


Mis sw A Cant N England, NE England, lake Dtst, Isle of Man, Wains: 

Ir will be a day of sunshine and showers. The showers will be heaviest and most 


frequent In the west where they may be thundery with hall. A moderate soutb- 
i 7- IOC (45-50F). 


westerly wind. Max temp 

N Ireland: Sunny spells will be spoiled by showers. Some of the showers will be 
heavy and Of hail. A moderate westerly wind. Max temp 5-7C J41-45F). 

SBI A NW Scotland, Glasgow, NiW Isles: Frequent, heavy and thundery 
showers, some of which will be wintry, especially over the hilts. A moderate 
43F1. 


westerly wind. Max temp 3~6C (37-43F) 

SE « HE Scotland, Edinburgh. Aberd 
light shower later. A fresh south-westerly wind. 


SE A HE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen: Early sunny spells with the risk Of a 
... ind. Max temp 3 -ijC (37-A3FJ. 


OUTLOOK 


Showery ram and sleet will move across Seodand and Northern Ireland tomor- 
row. The rest of the UK will be mainly dry and bright. Rain will affect Scotland 
and Northern Ireland on Friday Elsewhere It will be dry with sunny spells. 


TRAVEL 

London: A12 Green Man Roundabout. 

Loytonstona. Major roadworks on non MU 
Rnk mad. Unfl 3 1st December. 

Cam bridg e shire AID between Foxton end 
Mil. Resurfacing and bridge mainten an ce 
vnk at Stwpreth ml Until 14th February. 

Bristol: M5 J10-19. Wafer Roadworks on 


Auormoulti Bridge. Una 23itf June 2001. 

e: MB Between J27 SbntSsh and 


Lancashire: 

J2B Leytand. Roadworks; contraflow end a 
50mph meed Bmfr either side of Cftamoc* 
Retard Services. UrtO iStti February 
Greater Manches ter. AST. Norm tame 
Manchesterbound. due to Metre** con- 


struction vmrk. Una 28* February 
South Ybrkshfca: Ml Between J34 Tinsley 
Viaduct (A61D9J & J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
(AS178). Sheffield. Carriageway reduced to 2 
f»ies southbound Until 2 1st November 200a 
Dumfries and CtaHouay: A74 between 
Baattock and J16 Amandate. Major road- 
works. imtl31fit January. 

StdTofc: A14 Fafaatowe Docks. Roadworks. 
irtB 28tfi Febraury. 

AAmadwaute Can 0336 401777 ror the 
la test local and national traffic news. Source: 
The Automobile Association. Calls charged 
ac 5 Op per min fine VAR. 


LIGHTING UP 


Belfast 

4 -38pm 

to 

8.31am 

Blnningtumi 

4.31pm 

to 

8.05am 

Bristol 

4.38pm 

to 

8.04am 

Glasgow 

A.2Spm 

to 

8.30am 

London 

4.28pm 

to 

7.54am 

Mnndrestcr 

4.28pm 

to 

8 . 11 am 

Newcastle 

4.18pm 

to 

8.1 Sam 


HIGH TIDES 



AM 

HT 

PM 

HT 

Asuwutmdl 

8.53 13.4 

9.12 132 

Cork 

•7.14 

44 

7.31 

4.3 

Devonport 

7.24 

5.5 

7.44 

5.3 

Doner 

12.24 

6.6 

12.33 

6.5 

Dim Laoehalre 12.55 

3.9 

1 05 

4.1 

Falmouth 

fi.55 

5.3 

7.15 

5.1 

Greenock 

2.04 

3 2 

202 

3.6 

Harwich 

1.19 

3.» 

1.43 

33 

Holyhead 

- 

- 

1200 

5.7 

Hull (Albert Dkl 7 58 

85 

8.08 

8.8 

Kings Lynn 

8.00 

as 

8.06 

7.1 

Leith 

4.15 

54 

4.28 

5.5 

Liverpool 

12.36 

9.2 

12.55 

9.5 

Milford Hanoi 

7.52 

6.9 

8.12 

6.7 

Newquay 

0.44 

6.9 

7.04 

6.8 

Portland 

8.51 

2.1 

9.1 S 

1.9 

Portsmouth 

12.49 

4.6 

12.57 

4.7 

PwBheg 

9.42 

49 

10.02 

4.8 

Scarborough 

5.45 

5.6 

5.51 

5.8 

Wkk 

12.51 

3.4 

12.59 

3.7 


Height measured ta metres 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


koodoo 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


NOi SO, 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 


SUN 6c MOON 


Sun rises: 07.55 
Son sets: 16.28 
Moon rises; 09.20 
Moon sets: 19.57 
Hrst Quarter: Ian 2* 



WEATHERLINE 


For the latest forecasts dial 0891 5009 
followed ty the two digits tor your area. 
Source: The Met. Office. Calls charged at 
50p per rmn (Inc VAT] 



YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 


Avtemore 2C (36FJ 
Coldest (day): Altnaharra 5C (OIF) 
Wettns e TuHoch Bridge t. 73 ins 
Snanlnc Orkney Islands 2.5 hrs 
For 2* hrs to 2pm Tuesday 
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Aberdeen 

u 

0.08 

6 

*3 

Anglesey 

0 

0.35 

9 

48 

Atdemore 

1.8 

0.06 

5 

41 

Belfast 

0 

0.19 

9 

48 

Blrndngbani 

0.5 

0.10 

7 

45 

Bournemouth 

0.7 

O.H 

10 

50 

Bristol 

0.3 

0.28 

9 

4e 

Buxton 

0 

0.09 

6 

43 

Cardiff 

0 

0.25 

10 

50 

Clacton 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cromer 

30 

0.01 

8 

46 

Edinburgh 

0.3 

0.01 

7 

45 

Exmooch 

0 

0.27 

10 

50 

Fishguard 

0 

0.28 

9 

48 

Folkestone 

3.3 

0.01 

9 

48 

Glasgow 

0 

0.61 

9 

48 

Hastings 

3.8 

0.01 

9 

48 

Hove 

2.1 

0.71 

9 

48 

Isle-of-man 

0 

0.25 

10 

50 

tole-of-wlgbt 

- 

0.06 

9 

48 

Jersey 

2.1 

0 

10 

50 . 

Kendal 

0 

0.19 

.7 

45 

Leeds 

0.5 

0 08 

8 

46 

Lerwick 

0.5 

0.07 

6 

43 

Uttlehamptoo 2.3 

0.09 

9 

48 

London 

3.1 

0.01 

10 

50 

Lowestoft 

3.6 

- 0 

9 

4B 

Manchester 

0.1 

0.03 

'7 

45 

Margate 

33 

0.01 

9 

48 

Morecanfbe 

. 

. 

- 

- 

Newcastle 

1.1 

0.02 

6 

43 

Newquay 

0 

0.25 

11 

52 

Norwich 

4.2 

am 

9 

48 

Oxford 

0.7 

0.20 

8 

46 

Ross-on-mye 

0 

0.22 

8 

46 

Safcombe 

. 

- 

. 

. 

Scarborough 

0.9 

0.01 

7 

45 

Shrewsbury 

0 

0.04 

7 

45 

Southend 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Southport 

• 

0.04 

7 

45 

Stornoway 

0 

0.56 

7 

45 

Swanage 

0.7 

0.08 

10 

50 

Ihnby 

a 

0.30 

11 

52 

Ibrqoay 

0 

0.22 

11 

52 

Wf.itwi n man 



- 

- 

Weymouth 

0.1 

0.18 

10 

50 


24 hoars Co 6pra (GMT) Monday: 
Information by RA WeatfaerCenere 


Come rain 


or Shine... 


MANY PARTS of Britain are still 
feeing the threat of flooding fol- 
lowing renewed heavy rain 
overnight with the Environ- 
ment Agency keeping in force 
almost 100 flood warnings on 
rivers in England and Wales. 

There are seven amber and 
86 yellow warnings in place, 
mainly in the Midlands, Wales 
and the south-east with the 
River Severn posing fee great- 
est threat, mainly in Bewdley 
in Hereford and Worcester. 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 



after a PCA recommendation. 
The Metropolitan Police is 
thought to have accelerated 
the process to satisfy demands 
for some kind of public retri- 
bution over the Lawrence case. 

Det InspBuflock, 49, is to re- 
tire on2 May after 30 years’ ser- 
vice. If found guilty, he could be 
suspended or dismissed be- 
fore then. It is understood his 
pension rights, thought to be 
worth £25,000 a year; would not 
be affected. 

Last week, Stephen’s par- 
ents, Neville and Doreen 
Lawrence, were said to be dev- 
astated at the prospect of every 
officer in the investigation es- 
caping punishment. All the 
other senior officers have re- 
tired and are feus, according to 
the law as it stands, immune 
from disciplinary action. 

The PCA called last week 
for the law to be changed. Jack 
Straw, Home Secretary, said 
he would consider recommen- 
dations by the Lawrence in- 
quiry. due to issue its report 
next week. 

The Yard spokesman said 
police had never ruled out dis- 
ciplinary proceedings, despite 
Det Insp Bullock’s impending 
retirement “The charges 
against Mr Bullock have not 
been dropped. There is still 
. something that can be done, 
which is to hold the tribunal be- 
fore he leaves his job* 


Man detained 
by police dies 


Low I will move north-east and gradually fill. High G will weaken slightly. 


extourfy. 


THE WORLD YESTERDAY 

fedrit de W, fg-lu£ nJulf hz.hazy. m-mbr. van. uunny. stijnooe r v sLsIepf: sn.srowr 
JWandswrm: Ouf under. Most nxenr naibbte figure, noon tool Bre. 



Mat**- 

•t t 
s 23 71 

Otago 

•c t 
sn 0 32 

\ T 

Ihula bragarc 30 86 

totSfcaate* c 

v ft 
10 50 

Afekn 

r H 57 

Ckriautol 

s 1 23 73 

la Pm 


15 5? 


•8 

-1 30 

Mama 

1 15 59 

Cohere 

c 8 46 



20 82 

Orebec 

c 

0 32 


d a *6 

CopeWur* 

i C 4 39 

Uau 


2* 75 

Berita* 


-4 25 

Awtortga 

IB-16 3 

Corfu 

S 14 57 

Lbtan 

m 

10 50 

Rhodes 


11 52 

Mura 

sn 1 » 

Ota 

C II 52 



15 59 

Rode las 

( 

33 90 

4 direr 

C 10 SO 

Data 

1 21 70 

Madrid 


6 43 

Opdb 


17 63 

Adrea 

r <6 6i 

Date 

1 14 57 

ttJfcrca 

5 

16 61 

tone 


13 55 

MW 

c 25 77 

Onto 

1 30 86 

Mtaga 


1* 57 

Sraftre 

m 

13 55 

flaw* 

7 19 66 

Dob* 

c 24 75 

KUta 


16 61 

Snttato 


26 79 

***** 

f 32 90 

DoMta 

t II 52 

lUbli 


30 86 

Send 



Barbados 

c 20 82 

Etaoorre 

sn -9 16 

Mecca 


27 01 

9rrrtiaflu 


28 82 

BacitBtt 

r 11 55 

fare 

1 14 57 

Meteurae 


20 68 

•nmijli ri 


8 46 

Bdrac 

1 14 57 

noiWKB 

m 9 43 

BeafcoGky 


18 64 


i 


Belgrade 

lj -1 30 

Frankfurt 

c 7 45 

MMal 


26 79 

5c Farhun 

f 

7 36 

Berth, 

s 5 41 

foudul 

c 17 63 

Mte 


5 41 

SuxfctotB 

i 


Barawdt 

1 23 73 

Genera 

(g 3 37 

Bombaxa 


32 90 

S|tey 

4 

29 84 

Bbrrtcx 

s 15 59 

Obcafeig 

S 13 55 

Ptacrad 


3 37 

WU 


11 52 

Bogota 

c 10 64 

Kraal 

< 10 64 

JHosoo** 


■3 27 

TMerift 


20 68 

B«aba, 

4 33 91 

Ibai 

1 26 79 

Mata 

** 

-2 28 

Wtjo 


S 46 

Bordeaux 

f H 52 

lleli MU 

l 2 36 

BahoU 


26 82 

tram 


4 39 

Bowen 

r 3 37 

Hm*Ko«* 

r 20 63 

teta 


13 55 

lwk 



Brisbane 

r 29 84 

ttaretafe 

C 27 81 

jfcwsac 


26 79 

UbalMt 


"r— **" ar 

c 9 40 

baM 

e 6 43 

NraDWU 

tg 12 54 

ttJrecta 

r 

13 55 

Bottom 

c 1 34 

Jakarta 

1 27 81 

NoiOricwa 

■ S 

20 68 

tfwminu 

Jh 

8 46 

Badapwc 

s 5 41 

Jeddak 

S 25 77 

rnm fcrh 

r 

12 54 

Veotee 

m 

6 43 

Bwoosttexc 30 06 

■lemtau 

C 7 45 

We 

s 

14 57 

Werea 

5 

3 37 

C*o 

f 16 61 

lnlnr.ojti.Ml 76 79 

Mcoria 

f 

10 50 

■mum 


-1 30 

Cdgary 

c -3 20 

KuacU 

i 26 79 

Oslo 

sn 

6 43 

nonn 

c 

12 54 

Cape Tomb 

S 29 8*. 

MhnaadB 

s 14 57 

Pari. 

c 

9 48 

BNya. 

C 

18 64 

Caracas 

j 79 84 

I0o» 

m -7 19 

Peto* 

s 

-1 30 

Zagn* 



faidifwn 

* 1* 57 

nvre. 

c 31 68 

Pertt 

5 

29 04 

Zarick 

tg 

-1 30 


A BLACK man who collapsed 
shortly after being handcuffed 
whfle naked and put in a van fay 
eight police officers has died 

Roger Sylvester, 30, had 
been on a life-support machine 
since his detention in Totten- 
ham. north London, nine days 
ago. It was disclosed yesterday 
that he died on Monday. 

His family issued a state- 
ment yesterday saying that 
they did not accept that Mr 
Sylvester’s detention by the 
Metropolitan Police was nec- 
essarily lawful or that officers 
treated him with proper care. 

An outside police force - 
Essex -has been brought in to 
investigate the case, which will 
be overseen by fee ftrtice Com- 
plaints Authority. 

Mr Sylvester was detained 
after police were called to a dis- 
turbance outside a block of 
flats in Ibttenham on li Janu- 
ary. Police say that officers in 
three cars arrived just before 
10pm and found a naked man 
banging on the door of a nefgh- 
bour in an* aggressive and vo- 
ciferous manner’’. 


by Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 


“Prior to police attending, 
the man had been rolling about 
on the floor in fee garden area 
in an agitated state.” said a 
Scotland Yard spokeswoman. 

The man was handcuffed 
and detained under the Mental 
Health Act He was taken in a 
police van to St Ann's Hospital, 
north London, to be assessed 
by a mental health practition- 
er. The police spokeswoman 
said: ‘‘While at fee hospital fee 
man suffered respiratory feDure 
and was resuscitated.” He was 
later taken to the Whittington 
Hospital, also in north Lon- 
don, and placed on a ventilator 

The family’s statement said: 
“The family now awaits the 
outcome of the post-mortem, 
and the police investigation of 
their complaint The family 
does not accept Roger’s de- 
tention was necessarily lawful 
or feat he was treated with due 
care by fee police. These and 
other matters require detailed 
and robust investigation." 


Fancy a New Year Fling ? 


Let your hair down and be pampered at a Heritage Hotel. 


Abfggdoq, Oxfordshire The Upper Reaches 


£142 


-Heritage 

HOTELS * 7 

Individual- hotels 
for every hidivtdual 

Heritage i* a division of R>rtc Morels 


Banbury, Oxfordshire Whately Hall 

£120 

Bath, Avon The Francis 

£158 

Box Hifl, Surrey The Burfonf Bridge 

£138 

Cantberieft Sumy Frimtey Hall 

£112 

Oiehenham, Gloucestershire Queen’s Hotel 

£150 

Chester, Cheshire The Blossoms Hotel 

£116 

Christchurch. Dorset The Avonmouth Hotel 

£118 

Dartmouth, Devon The Dart Marina 

£126 

Dorking, Surrey The White Hone 

£136 

Dovedafo Derbyshire The Feverii of the Peak 

£108 

Dunster, Somerset The LuttreH Anns 

£100 

Exeter, East Exeter The Southgate 

£96 

Famham, Surrey The Bush Hotel 

£110 

Hereford, Hereford ft Woos. The Green Dragon 

£98 

HertingfonJbory, Hertfordshire The White Horse 

£116 

Kingston, Surrey The Kingston Lodge 

£110 

Lincoln, Uncobahire The White Han 

£138 

Maribonmgfa, Wtafahe The Castle & Bail 

£92 


B 

i . 



nights for 
the price of J 


Stratfarri-OpOQ-AvOK. Warts. The Aiygsw Manor £138 
Stratfonj-upoa-Aron, Waits. The Shakespeare £158 

Stratford-upon-Amon, thrift. Swan's Nest £118 


Ufbwater, Cumbria Leeming House 


£110 


Win Chester. Hampshire The Wessex 


£1T8 


Woodstock, Oxfordshire The Bear 


£170 


W o r ce s te r, Worcestershire The GiffanJt 


MIDWEEK ONLY 


Grasmere Cumbria The Swan 



H clmric y, Yorkshire The Blade Swan 


£120 


Matlock Bath, Derbyshire New Bath Hotel 


£106 


Lavenham, Suffolk The Swan 


£123 


North Berwick, East Lothian The Marine 


£92 


Oxford, Oxfordshire The Randolph 


£174 


Oxford, O xfo rds hir e Eastgate Hotel 


£164 


WEEKEND ONLY 



Padston Cornwall The Metro pale 


£98 Amwsham, Bucks, The Crown 


£124 


Ross-on-Wye. Herefordshire The Royal 


£120 Ascot Berkshire The Berystede 


£160 


Safisbuty, Wiltshire The White Hart 


£138 Canterbury Kent The Chaucer Hotel 


£124 


Sherborne, Dorset The Sherbomet 


£80 Coventry, Warwickshire The Brandon Hall 


StAmbews, Hfe Rusacks Hotel 


£1 14 Ramsey, Hanpshire The white Horse 


£114 

£108 


Staines, Surrey The Thames Lodge 


£100 Windsor, Berkshire The Castle Hotel 


£170 


0345 40 40 40 


PrlStre ^ ^ ai ' aWe until 1 Marc * 1989^ 
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The Yard and the JPCAj 
10 months to agree to thewj 
ing of the charges against: 
ins p Bullock. The PCA 7 ' 
him in March last year j 
was recommending: 
against him. He denies! 
gleet of duty. 

In a statement, Scot 
Yard said: “As was made clear 
last Thursday. 14 January, the 
Metropolitan Police Service, 
will continue with the discipli- 
nary process against D1 Ben 
Bullock even though he has 
given notice of his intention and 
entitlement to retire . . . The tri- 
bunal to hear fee charges of ne- 
glect of duty ... has now been 
set for March 22 this year.” 

The force said that ithad in- 
formed Det Insp Bullock of fee 
tribunal, made up of two PCA 
representatives and a senior 
Metropolitan Police officer 

It said that force solicitors 
were currently preparing the pa- 
pers for fee case and these win 
be served on Det Insp Bullock 
shortly. Det Insp Bullock will 
then have 14 days to respond to 
fee diarges, Scotland Yard said 
It has said it has no option fait 
to accept his retirement under 
Curren t riisripTma ry rt ^ntati nns. 
despite the controversy sur- 
rounding the case. 

Stephen Lawrence was mur- 
dered in 1993 in south-east 
London. Hve white youths have 
been accused of the killingbut 
none has been successfully 
prosecuted. 
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Football tycoon sues ‘wasteful’ son 


SIR JACK HAYWARD, one of 
Britain’s richest men, is suing 
his son over alleged financial 
irregularities at the football 
dub on which he once admitted 

spending his children’s 
inheritance. Lawyers acting 
for the owner of Wolverhamp- 
ton wanderers have filed pa- 
pers relating to the movement 
of three sums of money to- 
talling £237,400 while his son 
Jonathan was club chairman. 


By John Willcock 
and Steve bo ggan 

The family feud is the latest 
manifestation of Sir Jack’s pas- 
sion for Wolves. Since 1990, 
when the multi-millionaire who 
is listed as Britain's 125th rich- 
est man bought the Midlands 
club for £2.1171, he has spent 
£40m on new stands and play- 
ers in an attempt to fulfil his 
dream of winning the FA Cup 


before he dies. Papers filed at 
the High Court show that 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
Football Club (1986) Ltd, 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
Properties Ltd and WW (1990) 
Ltd are suing Jonathan Hay- 
ward, aged 31, James Nicholas 
Stones, a solicitor, and his firm, 
Wiggin and Co. Sir Jack is chair- 
man and president of Wolves. 

Sir Jack made Jonathan, the 
younger of his two sons, chair- 


man of the dub shortly after he 
bought it, but relations between 
the two have cooled since the 
autumn of 1997 when Jonathan 
was demoted to deputy chair- 
man. He resigned foam the dub 
at the end of the 1997-98 season. 

Sr Jack shocked television 
viewers when he rounded on his 
son and Mark McGhee, the for- 
mer dub nyinagw', la«^ yean 
shouting: “They think Golden Tit 
- me - will go on forever It’s 


blackmaiL Money has been 
wasted.” Jonathan refused to 
discuss the litigation yesterday 
at his farm in Ttaeed, Northum- 
berland. When asi^ whether he 
was on speaking terms with his 
father he replied: “I don’t want 
to make any comment at alL" 
The writ claims that three 
resolutions “purportedly 
passed” at board meetings in 
March 1997, May 1995 and Au- 
gust 1995, “approving the re- 


payment to WW (1990) Ltd of 
[money], are of no legal effect” 
It alleges that the repayments 
- of £100,000 in March 1997, 
£37,400 in May 1995 and £100,000 
in August 1995 - were made 
“without legal authority”. Rir- 
then Sir Jack’s kffli i»im argue 
that resolutions at three board 
meetings relating to the repay- 
ments “are of no legal effect”. 

They are demanding that 
Jonathan accounts for the 


amounts received and “for all 
benefits and profits derived 
therefrom” and they are seek- 
ing damages and compensation 
for “breaches of fiduciary duty". 

Jonathan Hayward and 
James Stones were directors of 
the dub at the time the move- 
ments tf money were autiMrised 
and it is understood they are to 
contest Sir Jack’s claims. But a 
M explanation in court is not ex- 
pected for several months. 


There was also no explana- 
tion from Wolves as to the 
nature of the alleged irregu- 
larities. The dub said Sir Jack 

- who is at present in the coun- 
try - had authorised staff to 
“make absolutely do comment 
whatsoever". Wiggin and Co, 
too, refused to comment, al- 
though Mr Stones, its senior tax 
partner said: “Both Jonathan 
Hayward and! have a complete 
answer to the allegations." 
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•ji- Sir Jack Hayward and his son Jonathan, whom he is suing over financia l irregularities 

| ‘Union Jack’, the 
patriot who spent 
a fortune to make 
"dreams come true 
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> dies 


- JACK HAYWARD'S obsession 
with Wolverhampton Wander- 
ers was kindled when, as a boy 
f - of seven, he would sneak for 
free into the ground just 600 
yards from his family home. 

Ibday, his outlay on the dub 
stands at£42m and he flies from 
his mansion in the Bahamas to 
every home game. 

He is not toe type erf football 
chairman who is more inter- 
ested in the chib’s share price 
than its place in toe league. His 
is a true passion, born of an 
ambition to see Wolves win the 
FA. Cup and promotion to toe 
Premiership before he dies. 

But even to those who have 
* 'witnessed his obsession, The 
Independents revelation that, 
through the dub, he is suing his 
son, Jonathan, 31, over alleged 
financial irregularities will 
come as a surprise - raising 
questions about toe future of 
toe dub. 

In spite of toe enormous 
spending on the did) ground, Mo- 
lineux, and on players, Wolves 
have failed to rnafce Sir Jack’s 
dr eams fymv» trim. His ebfa- son, 

Richard, 46, remains on toe 
Board following Jonathan's 
resignation last year. 

Sir Jack is held in high af- 
fection by toe Wolves fans who 
much regret that toe team has 


By Steve boggan 

not been able to repay his gen- 
erosity with good performances 
on toe pitch. 

Mark McGhee, the former 
dub manager sacked by Sir 
Jack, once said; “Sir Jack looks 
from toe supporters’ perspec- 
tive. He’s entitled to say; ‘Hey, 
I've put £40m into this. Hus is 
what I believe.’ 

“I can’t afford to be senti- 
mental but I know what Utopia 
would be for this dub - Steve 
Bull [Wolves’ best-known strik- 
er] scoring toe winning goal at 
Wembley, climbing the steps 


and Handing the Cup to Sir 
Jack.” 

It is a dream on which Sir 
Jack will spare no expense -at 
times to the chagrin of his fam- 
ily. Once, when his daughter; 
Sue, expressed concern over 
toe £800,000 purchase of a play- 
er, he chuckled and said: “She 
can see her inheritance going 
down toe drain.” 

Any kind of footballing suc- 
cess would now be a crowning 
achievement for a man who 
made £175m by capitalising on 
toe growing popularity of the 
Bahamas and hdfcxng it grow as 
a shipping centre and an off- 








The Bahamas, home to TJnion Jack Hayward' 



Mofineux, home to Wolverhampton Wanderers football club, where £40m has been spent on new stands and players 


shore tax haven - he has even 
based toe dub’s bolding 
company there. 

Sir Jack, who was kni ghted 
in 1986, has been chairman of 
toe Grand Bahama Develop- 
ment Company Ltd and 
Freeport Commercial and In- 
dustrial Ltd since 1976. He also 
has interests in electrical and 
water utilities. He flew with the 
RAF and is a life vice-president 
of the Maritime Dust 

Sir Jade lives in an opulent 
house in Freeport, Grand Ba- 
hama Island, with his wife, 
Jean, and also has homes in 
Surrey and Inverness. His Scot- 
tish place - a 14,000-acre estate 

- came with toe title of the Laird 
ofDunmagJass. 

In spite of his decision to re- 
side on Grand Bahama - for 
business as well as tax reasons 

- he likes to portray himself as 
a great patriot, hence his nick- 
name “TJnion Jack Hayward”. 
His love of Britain extends to 
promoting the use of red phone 
boxes, buses and post boxes on 
the island. 

In Who’s Who, be lists his 
recreations as: “Promoting 
British endeavours, mainly in 
sport; watching cricket ama- 
teur dramatics; preserving toe 
British landscape, keeping all 
things bright, beautiful and 


Mary Chipperfield ‘beat young 
chimpanzee until it screamed’ 






7 *_ j 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

MARY CHIPPERFIELD, one of 
the best-known circus animal 
trainers in toe world, beat a 
baby chimpanzee until it 
streamed in pain, a court was 
told yesterday. 

^ Bis Chipperfield, who 

described herself as the 
chimp's “mother”, also made a 
’-■y, sick elephant perform piron- 

T: ettes and hit a camel on its 

stomach with a walking stick, 
p Magistrates at Andover in 

Hampshire were told that Ms 
Chipperfield who, with her hus- 
band, Richard Cawley feces 
-;j crueltyto animals charges, did 

0 not believe toe beatings had 

iff hanned the animals and did not 

3? consider toem to be gratuitous. 

1 Charles Gabb, for toe pros- 
it; ecution, outlined a catalogue of 

4 neglect allegedly carried out 

j by toe couple and one of their 

is .^employees, Stephen Gills, 
aged 65. 

y Ms Chipperfield, 61, has 

denied 21 charges under the 
1911 Protection of Animals Act 
Her 64-year-old husband, the 
former manager of Longleat 
Safari Park, pleaded not guilty 
to seven charges between Oc- 
tober 1997 and January 1998. 





Mary Chipperfield allegedly goading a camel with a 
stick in a video shot by the charity Animal Defenders 
The couple face a maximum panzee, and the camel white Mr 


of six months in jail or a £5,000 
fine. Video evidence, which was 
secretly obtained by two mem- 
bers of the charity Animal 


GUIs, 65, beatan elephant called 
Tembo so hard that the bar 
broke. Trudi was left to sleep 
alone in a dog box in a dark 


Defenders, showed an etephant barn with no toys, while ele- 
being beaten with a spade and phants at toe farm in Middle 


an iron bar and toe camel, Jas- 
min, being hit with toe wooden 
walking stick. 

Ms Chipperfield, who gave 
her name in court as Mrs Caw- 
ley, allegedly carried out toe 
attacks on D*udi the baby chim- 


Waflop, Hampshire, were never 
bathed or taken outside. 

“On toe film it is not hard to 
make out the screams of toe 
chimpanzee and it is not hard 
to make out the white stick Mrs 
Cawley uses to beat it- and it 


is not hard to make out what 
she says to hex;” Mr Gabb told 
toe court. “There was no need 
to beat it just because it would 
not go into its cage. Mrs Caw- 
ley can be heard callously say- 
ing *Ybu can bloody cry’.” Two 
days latex; she was filmed vi- 
riraraly kirfrmg Hip small phimp . 

There were gasps from toe 
public gallery as the video was 
played in toe courtroom. Mr 
Gills was shown beating ele- 
phants with a broom and 
smashing a chicken’s head 
against the wall of a barn. 

He was also seen striking an 
elephant 12 times with a large 
metal rod around its legs and 
backs and shouting: “You’ll 
never team.” 

The court heard that the 
videos were made during a 
wider investigation by the par- 
ity into how circus animals 
were treated. 

The charges are the latest in 
a series of misfortunes for toe 
fa m ily. Last year; Ms Chipper- 
field’s son, Richard, was sav- 
aged by a tiger in Florida and 
Nigel Wfesson, an employee, 
had his arm bitten off at toe 
training centre in Chipping 
Norton, Oxfordshire. 

The case continues. 


British." Following heart 
surgery two years ago, he 
blamed his problems on a love 
of British food. “The cholesterol 
has built up over the years. 
I'm afraid," he said. Tm very 
fond of fish and chips and big, 
marbled steaks with all the fat 
on." 

His family members will be 


concerned over the effect of the 
row on his health. Those who 
know them said that Jonathan 
would go out of his way to be 
good to his father, to the point 
of being overly deferential. Fol- 
lowing his departure from the 
dub, be prefers to spend time 
at his farm in Northumberland 
and is playing no further part 


in Sir Jack’s dream. A business 
associate said: “They had a 
good relationship but it bas 
been badly affected by all this 
business - particularly 
Jonathan’s decision to leave... 
I don't know bow they will sur- 
vive this, but one wonders what 
will happen to the dub after Sir 
Jack passes away.” 


In toe meantime. Sir Jack's 
dream is as strong and obses- 
sive as ever and his haste 
to achieve it grows ever more 
urgent. 

Tve not got much time to 
go,” he said last year. “My am- 
bition is to lift the FA Cup. 
Soon I won’t be strong enough 
to hold the bloody thing.” 



THE OFFICIAL 

STEP-BY-STEP 



Thousands of businesses have already experienced problems. The company you work for may 
be next. Action 2000 has been set up to help. We can tell you what may be affected., and send 
you this free guide. It contains the information you need to save the company you work for. If you 
want your company to be in business this time next year, find out the steps you need to take, today. 

Cali 0845 601 2000 now for your free copy. 


For your free Action Pack send this coupon to Action 2000, P.O. Box 1999, Stretford- upon-Avon CV37 SGS, 


fax ua on 01923 474 514, caH 0845 601 2000 or visit our website at wwwJiug2000.co.uk 
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| Francesca ZambeUo (left), the sought-after producer, and John Ttomlinson (right) playing Boris Godunov in her English National Opera production Laurie Lewis 

Royal Opera woos feisty New 
Yorker to help revive fortunes 


Move to 
thwart 
abattoir 
strike 

By Barbie Clement 
Labour Editor 


THE GOVERNMENT is secret- 
ly attempting to undermine a 
threatened strike by abattoir in- 
spectors which would have an 
immediate impact on the sup- 
ply of fresh meat 

Nearly 1,000 officials are 
thought to have voted “yes’ in 
a ballot, the result of which will 
be announced today. They are 
in the Unison public-service 
union, one of the Labour's 
biggest financial backers. 

The agency employing the 
inspectors has sent out a memo 
to council chief executives urg- 
ing them to divert environ- 
mental health experts to 
abattoirs if there is a strike. The 
letter signed by Johnston Mc- 
Neill, chief executive of the 
Meat Hygiene Service, em- 
phasised that slaughterhouses 
must not produce meat for 
human consumption where 
there is inadequate cover by 
agency staff. 

Unison is planning one, two 
and three-day stoppages, which 
would have a substantial and 
immediate effect on the 
amount of fresh meat on su- 
permarket shelves. Unison is 
urging its members in envi- 
ronmental health departments 
at councils to ignore the strike- 
breaking plea from the Gov- 
ernment Some 75 per cent of 
the inspectors have already 
voted to reject a 4-per-cent pay 
offer and registered their readi- 
ness to take industrial action. 

The stoppages would come 
at a particularly embarrassing 
time for ministers. European 
Commission experts are mak- 
ing spot-checks on abattoirs to 
police the lifting of tbe ban on 
British beef in Europe. 

Management has imposed 
the pay increase on staff who 
are insisting on a 5-per-cent 
rise. Their anger is partly fu- 
elled by the alleged violence 
and intimidation inflicted on 
them by slaughterhouse em- 
ployees keen to keep production 
going. 


AMERICAN OPERA producer 
Francesca ZambeUo is being 
targeted by the Royal Opera 
House to be its new artistic 
director The feisty 41-year-old 
New Yorker has been ap- 
proached by the ROH man- 
agement to work alongside its 
new executive director Michael 
Kaiser, also an American, to 
turn round the fortunes of the 
troubled institution. 

If Ms ZambeUo agrees to 
come to the ROH it will be the 
first time that a British national 
arts company has been run by 


By David lister 
Arts News Editor 


two Americans, an indication of 
the change of ethos and ap- 
proach that chairman of the 
ROH. Sir Colin Southgate, 
wants to instigate. 

Mr Kaiser, known in the US 
as "the turnaround king” has 
been at the ROH for three 
months and has already set in 
motion various changes, in- 
cluding expanding the base of 
corporate and individual sup- 
port planning a re-opening 


festival for the opera house 
and drawing up a new ticket- 
pricing structure with much 
lower prices at weekends. 

Although Sir Colin said last 
year that an artistic director 
would lead the managerial 
structure, Mr Kaiser has made 
it dear that he will serve as a 
joint number one but not as a 
number two. One early choice 
for the post of artistic director 
Sarah Billinghurst of the Met- 
ropolitan Opera in New York, 
refused to take up the position 
uniter that condition. 


But it is understood that Ms 
ZambeUo is happy with the 
arrangement and would not 
want to extend her remit from 
the artistic side, nor necessarily 
to be seen as the most senior 
figure at the ROH. 

Insiders say a ZambeUo/ 
Kaiser ticket could proceed 
without any bickering. 

Her work is already well 
known to British opera and 
theatregoers. Her flamboyant 
production for Hie Royal Opera 
of The Bartered Bride is cur- 
rently on at the Sadler's Wells 


and she recently put Mus- 
sorgsky’s Boris Godunov on 
stage at the London Coliseum 
for ENQ. rehearsing both pro- 
ductions at the same time. 

She also directed the re- 
vival of the play Lady In The 
Dark at the National Theatre 
last year She has a reputation 
for handling large casts well 
and inspiring loyalty. 

Ms ZambeUo. who speaks 
French. German. Sp anish Ital- 
ian and Russian, said in a recent 
interview: 1 *T am a muturer 
Some directors are conceptu- 


alise, some authoritarians, 
some work through total 
democracy and discovery. 

“What I try to do is ensure 
that everyone involved makes 
a personal investment and is 
valued for it” 

Ms ZambeUo could expect to 
be paid the same salary as Mr 
Kaiser. He is understood to be 
earning £115,000 ayearwith the 
Royal Opera House. 

A Royal Opera House 
spokeswoman would oily com- 
ment “We are searching very 
actively for an artistic director” 


Editor 
loses job 
after 
expose 

BY PAUL MCCANN 
Media Editor 
and Gary FINN 


THE EDITOR of the Express on 
Sunday that authorised a con- 
troversial article about the pri- 
vate life of the former Trade 
Secretary Peter Mandelson, 
during a trip to Brazil, has lost 
her job. 

Amanda Plateff executive 
editor of the Express on Sun- 
day, approved a story headlined 
“Brazilian student who is Man- 
delson's dose friend" in No- 
vember The story prompted 
the former cabinet minis ter to 
contact Ms Platen's boss, Ex- 
press editor Rosie Boycott, who 
is also a Mend of Mr Mandel- 
son. 

The four most senior exec- 
utives on the title could all de- 
part because of the affair 

In response to the bloodlet- 
ting at the newspaper; Conser- 
vative MP Julie Kirkbride 
tabled an Early Day Motion in 
the House of Commons today 
Outlining Opposi tion hi w hat shA 
calls Mr Mandelson’s “unac- 
ceptable pressure on the edi- 
tors of the Express on Sunday 
to water down the story" 

The motion also refers to 
other aUeged behind-the- 
scenes manipulation by Mr 
Mandelson in which a senior 
journalist for The Sun was 
sacked after making comments 
about the Hartlepool MPon 
television. 

The Express denied yester- 
day that the article about Man- 
delson’s friend, Reinaldo Avila 
da Silva, was connected to 
changes in the Sunday title. 

However senior sources on 
the titie confirmed that rela- 
tions between Ms Boycott and 
Ms PLatell had been strained. 
“Rosie and the paper gave as- 
surances to the Press Com- 
plaints Commission that an 
interview with and pho- 
tographs of Reinaldo had been 
given freely. That proved to be 
incorrect That was not good 
journalism," said a senior Ex- 
press executive. 
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The Chevy Blazer 4x4. Now available in 
the UK. In Right Hand Drive, of course! 

The new Chevrolet Blazer is the only 4x4 
to offer die unique Driver Control System 
(DCS) with Active Transfer Case, which gives 
refined highway maimers to a rugged and 
dependable off-road vehicle. 

With the Chevrolet’s patented Aucotrac* the 
4x4 system intelligently transfers power between 
the front and rear wheels whenever rear-wheel 
slippage is defected. The resulr is a perfect balance 
of ride and precise handling. And the 
Blazers impressive 4.3 litre-Vorrec V6 with 
142 kW/193 bbp optimises feel while providing 
real go-ahead go-anywhere power. 

The Chevy Blazer offers you authentic American 
off- road capability and category-leading on-road 
driveability. 

And, as you would expect, tbe Blazer comes felly 
equipped with electronic climate control, ABS, twin 
airbags, a great 6-speaker Bose Sound System with 
CD, 6-way power seats and much more - and all from 
an on-che-road start price of £22,925. 

For your nearest Chevrolet Retailer and more 
JetaiU. call 0645 601 21 21. H^bepUa^du, arrange 

a test drive. 


CHEVROLET. 


- /Y •'*****'• 1 

. -vMtrH 


)iteh ta 
ad be I 




Ifnt 

Ldrawn 
JUX&S* 
rad ta 
■ wbent'n 
sdafyto' 
"art 
ksfl-roB 
brnwgr 
tmutii 

•cte* 


•toll 


in 


ywo< 


es 



- Mir- 

Y" r ‘ ^*3- 
\-J :: - r ' 

- **fc:c!5 

V.' : - j: 

• s '-v r *;/'>: -a s-JWr 

be- 

r.a’ive 


Hsks 





































£ia SSSS^r. 




THE INDEPENDENT 

Wednesday 20 January 1999 


HOME NEWS/5 


afte,; ,ob I don’t blame people for shunning 




■ Byp. 

!fsa^ 

* » Hr 

mc '* S* Jf* 6, 

-Z'C'-i- H~ J P f SSt 

; Lr5 ^W '*[ ;| ^'heai?; 

T r yJ?«*-kS 

^rsswir 


the local comprehensive, says Blair 
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THE PRIME Minister yester- 
day provoked teachers’ fury 
when he attacked Inner-city 
schools and said he under- 
stood why some parents 
refused to send their children 
to the local comprehensive. 

In a dear reference to his 
own decision to send his chil- 
dren six miles across London 
to high-performing compre- 
hensives, he said some inner- 
city schools were so bad that 
he did not blame parents for 
“making other arrange- 
ments”. 

Heads said that was 
encouragement to parents to 
desert the state sector for 
private schools and teachers 
accused him of “self-justifica- 
tion”. 

The Blairs' decision to send 
their two sons, Euan and 
Nicholas, to the London Ora- 
tory, a Catholic grant-main- 
tained school, in west London, 
caused controversy when it 
was revealed four years ago. 
Last week. Downing Street 
announced that their daughter 
Kathryn, will attend the 
Sacred Heart High School all 
girls’ Catholic comprehensve, 
near the Oratoiy, from Sep- 
tember 

Yesterday Mr Blair said in 
an interview with BBC radio: 
“We simply have to bring 
about a different type of culture 
in the way we look at education 
where we don't have the levels 
of failure that we have in the 
present system. 

“When I look at some of the 
inner-dty schooling, it is no 


By Judith judd 
E ducation Editor 


wonder parents feel they have 
to move out or to make other 
arrangements for their chil- 
dren. Every single i-hfM that is 
denied a proper education is a 
child that is not given a prop- 
er start in life.” 

Later Mr Blair continued 
his attack on bad schools 
when he joined David Bhmkett. 
the Secrkaiy of State for Edu- 
cation, at a conference of head 
teachers on the Government’s 
Green Paper on die future of 
the teaching profession 

He acknowledged that 
pupils' social background 
influenced schools' perfor- 
mance but added: “We all 
know schools in exactly the 
same social position which dif- 
fer widely in their perfor- 
mance." 

David Hart, general secre- 
tary of the National Associa- 
tion of Head Teachers, said: 
“We will never solve the prob- 
lem of inner-city schools by 
encouraging parents to vote 
with their feet and desert 
inner-city schools for the pri- 
vate sector or comprebensives 
in more favoured areas.” 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said: “There is an 
element of self-justification in 
Mr Blair’s words. He doesn’t 
understand the varied and 
complex difficulties external 
to the school faced by teachers 
in the inner cities. 

“His persistent attopfrg on 


teachers are aimed at con- 
vincing the public that teach- 
ers are not as deserving as 
nurses. 

“Instead, he insists on 
destabilising existing teachers 
and discouraging young people 
from entering the profession, 
putting children's education in 
jeopardy." 

Margaret Tulloch, of the 
parents’ pressure group the 
Campaign for State Educa- 
tion, said: “He does not speak 
for all middle-class inner-dty 
parents. Some are very happy 
with inner-city schools.” 

The Prime Minister warned 
heads at the conference in 
Chelmsford, Essex: “I know 
from my own experience in 
my constituency mid with my 
own children that there is 
i nsufficie n t understanding in 
this country of the fundamen- 
tal importance of getting the 
education system right If we 
have a second-class education 
system we will have a second- 
class country.” 

The Green Paper proposes 
that good teachers and schools 
should get more money and 
that all teachers should be 
appraised annually 

Mr Blair told the heads: 
“The public are prepared for 
us to make an investment in 
education but they want high- 
er standards in return.” 

Challenged by his audience 
about the divisive effect of 
performance-related pay, he 
argued that the Government 
did not want to create divi- 
sions but had to face the real- 
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Tony Blair and David Blunkett at Monlsfram School, Chelmsford, yesterday where they were addressing head teachers Andrew Buurman 


ity that there were some good 
teachers and some not so good 
teachers. 

Britain educated the top 
20 per cent of children very 
well and toe top 5 per cent 
extremely welL Further down, 


there were large numbers of 
children not getting the edu- 
cation they deserved. 

Heads welcomed toe prior- 
ity and commitment given to 
schools but had reservations 
about the proposals. Kevin 


Arkell, of Boswells compre- 
hensive school in Chelmsford, 
said: “They run the risk of 

putting staff a gainst s taff A 
terrifying number of schools 
have improved in this country 
without using performance- 


related pay.” The proportion 
of pupils at his own school get- 
ting five good grades at GCSE 
had nearly doubled during the 
last six years. 

Alan Wright, head of St 
James’ primary school in Har- 


low, questioned whether there 
were enough staff in smaller 
schools to cope with the new 
appraisal arrangements, par- 
ticularly when so many other 
government initiatives were 
in progress. 
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New Labour pledges loyalty to working-class roots 


TONY BLAIR has hit back an- 
grify at criticism that Labour is 
now a “middle-class party” 
which has turned its back on its 
traditional supporters. 

The P rime Minis ter said: "It 

suits our critics, inside and out- 
side our ranks, to suggest New 
Labour is somehowa recent in- 
vention of a metropolitan-based 
elite, foisted on an unwilling 
party-. It is just not tnia” 

Mr Blair angered Labour 
MPs last week by saying that 


By Andrew Grice 

AND JOHN RENTOUL 

’Rritflin’ s nlri w dahlidimwii TO*; 
being replaced by a new meri- 
tocratic middle class, including 
millions who traditionally might 
see themselves as working 
class. The MPs saw this as a 
farther sign that Labour was 
moving away from its working- 
dass foundations. 

“New Labour has its roots 
solidly in the traditional Labour 


area of toe North-east I am 
lucky enough to represent,” 
said Mr BlafeMP for Sedgefield. 
“It derives from an acceptance 
that we had lost touch with 
the needs and ambitions of 
toe people we sought to repre- 
sent _ While retaining our tra- 
ditional values, our party had to 
modernise to modernise our 
country." 

Mr Blair’s counter-attack 
came in the foreword in a pam- 
phlet, The Roots of New 


Labour, charting the growth of 
toe Sedgefield Labour Party. 
Membership rose from 600 in 
1983, when Mr Blair became its 
candidate, to 2,000 after long- 
winded meetings were replaced 
by social events and barbecues. 

Phil Wilson, who was mem- 
bership officer of the Sedgefield 
party and now works at 
Labour’s MiUhnnk headquar- 
ters in London, said in his pam- 
phlet “New Labour is not a 
product of think-tanks and 


focus groups. Neither is it 
something foreign which has 
been grafted on to the Labour 
Party. The roots of New Labour 
can be found in traditional 
hard-working communities. 

“In Sedgefield, we Had to ap- 
peal to our potential supporters 
in the private estates, if we were 
to help our traditional sup- 
porters living in council es- 
tates — It was toe genesis of 
New Labour and came from ex- 
periencing the sharp end of 


Thatcherism. It did not mean 
selling out on our principles and 
values." 

However Mr Wilson admit- 
ted Labour had “a problem” 
after a slight drop in member- 
ship during toe past year; from 
405,238 to 391.77L 

He acknowledged that main- 
taining a united party might be 
toe most difficult of Labour's 
objectives. Hiere needed to be 
a “settled environment” in 
which the party and the Gov- 


ernment worked together. 
Labour must be more than “an 
organisational structure which 
delivers elections”; it must be 
“a living breathing entity". 

“If toe Labour Party is to 
succeed during toe next cen- 
tury, modernisation will not 
end with Tbny Blair It must 

main tain its momentum He re- 
alises that leaders comp and go 
but the Labour Party goes on," 
said Mr Wilson. 

Mr Blair agreed that toe de- 


finition of an active Labour 
member - someone who at- 
tends meetings - is wrong. Com- 
munity work, such as running a 
youth dub or being a school gov- 
ernor; “is just as valuable to the 
party" said Mr Wilson. Reject- 
ing allegations that Mr Blair is 
a “control freak,” Mr Wilson in- 
sisted toe party’s new policy- 
making process was more open 
and democratic. 

Blair a threat to Britain? 
Anne McEavny Review' page 3 




Ditch twin-set and pearls 
and be brassy says Hague 


■si 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

WILLIAM HAGUE last night 
broke toe mould of the Major 
years by calling on toe Twy 
Party to embrace “brassy” life 
m todays Britain of Eastenders, 
MTV, and urban culture. 

The Conservative party 
leader sought to break away 
frmn the past, and to modernise 
the image of the Itory Party by 
challenging Tony Blair's belief 
in the “Third Way” with a com- 
peting vision of “the British 
Why”. 

Where his predecessor had 
conjured up images of a past 
Britain, erf sleepy village, polite 
manners, and friendly vicars, 
Mr Hague tried to jolt the Tories 
into the present ofbig industrial 
cities, housing estates - “toe 
Britain which watches MTV 
and Changing Rooms, and 
which is fosdnated by Ricky and 
Bianca's ups and downs”. 



The Tory vision as 
told by John Major 
22-4-93: "Fifty years 
from now. Britain will 
still be the country of 
long shadows on 
country grounds, 
warm beer, invincible 
green suburbs, dog 
lovers and pools 
fillers and as George 
Orwell said. ’old 
maids cycling to Holy 
Communion through 
the morning mist*." 



The Tory vision told 
by William Hague 
19-1-99: 

'Conservatives must 
embrace Britain as it 
is today and will be 
tomorrow. Not just 
the sleepy villages, 
polite manners, 
Friendly vicars and 
novels of Scott and 
Austen. But also the 
Britain of industrial 
cities and housing 
estates..." 


Describing toe shift as a 
“huge cultural change for toe 
Conservative Party”, he told an 
audience in London that they 
had to focus on the Britain 
wberemore people went on hol- 
iday to Florida than Birthns, - 
“urban, ambitious, sporty, fash- 
ion-conscious, multi-ethnic, 
brassy, self-confident and in- 
ternational”. 

Clearly anxious to rid the 


Tories of the twin-set and 
pearls image, Mr Hague - once 
pilloried fin-wearing a baseball 
camp with his name on it - said 
it was a multi-ethnic Britain 
where hundreds of thousands 
go to the Nottang Hill Carnival 
“It is my profoundest belief 
that if toe Conservative Party 
is not in touch with toe identi- 
ty and values of the British peo- 
ple then it cannot be 


authentically Conservative.” 

Bfe warned: “Ws must never 
be the nostalgia party. We must 
do more than grudgingly accept 
Britain here and now: we must 
celebrate it" 

The Conservatives must 
“shed the image that we are 
nothing more than a party ob- 
sessed with economics, and 
take our rightful place as toe 
champion of the British Way”. 
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Hollywood is providing the 
lines but not the substance 


WARREN BEATTY’S new satir- 
ical comedy about American 
political life, Byhoorlh, begins 
with a scene in which a sena- 
tor listens to his campaign 
c omm ercials, all -of which 
b egin with the same vacuous 
invocation of moment “We 
stand at toe doorstep of a new 
millennium. ” he dedares, be- 
fore identifying toe native 
virtues of toe American people: 
instinctively hostile to welfare 
handouts, naturally enterpris- 
ing ami self-reliant 

In his speech yesterday at 
the Centre for Poficy Studies, 

William Hague had tinkered a 

littie with toe opening for local 
tastes - “I want to talk to you 
about Britain," he said, 
‘‘Britain, now at toe cusp of a 
new millennium” - but toe 

speech that followed bad more 
than a few unadulterated Bvl- 


bytomSutcljffb 

irorft moments -passages in 
which sweeping, emotional ab- 
stractions about the national 
character were enlisted for a 
particular political end. 

As potitiks, the speech was 
stra^tfisivanLAs social com- 
mentary, however, it was at 
times positively surreal - a 
strange blend of National Ge- 
ographic prose (“Vfe are re- 
served, polite, private”) and 
glaring internal contradictions. 

Early In toe speech Mr 
Hague, who recently stayed at 
a hotel in Essex which flew the 
flag of St George, talked ap- 
provingly of how “a distinct 
English consciousness” is 
emerging -for which he calls 

in evidence not oofy football 
fans but Julian Baines’ re- 
cent novel England, England 


(which would have provided 
himwith afar more acufic ros- 
ter of national characteristics 
had he troubled to open it). 

But just a little later he was 
talking darkfy about “the first 
stirrings of the sleeping drag- 
mi of English nationalism”. 

Perhaps that Essex hotel 
turned out not to be so izmo- 
cenflypatriotic-a cover for the 
Sons ofABson Defence League 
rather than aB&B. And by the 
end of Mr Hague’s address, 
that “reserved, pofite, private" 
people have strangely altered 
too - now they are a brassy, 
noisy crowd, snogging police- 
men at the Notting Hill carni- 
val, holidaying in Florida and 
turning first to the sports 
pages of their newspapers. 

Where does he get all this 
from? Another Hollywood 
satire might offer an answer In 


Being There, Peter Sellers 
played a simpleton who rises to 
the presidency of the US be- 
cause his naive remarks about 
gard e ning are interpreted as 

nripJaphnriral prr^ pimnwngnts. 

Mr Hague clinches the par- 
allel when he supplies the ev- 
ident for his speculations. “1 
recertify watched The Godfa- 
ther again," he says. “I was 
struck by how man y cousins 
Michael Corieonehas, and how 
many of them join the femify 
business." That’s toe Italians 
for you then, but us? “In Britain 

fiwnitiPgtPnH tnlw miirh CTnall- 

er. One of our most popular sit- 
cams is actually called Two 
PomtFour Children," he con- 
tinues sagely. An even more 
popular comedy is Keeping 
Up Appearances, but maybe 
Mr Hague thought that would 
be a little too dose to home. 


Over 70 Homeowners 


Unlock the value 
stored in your home 


It can provide you with an 
extra income for life.’ 

J ust think what extra money could mean to 
your lifestyle. Help with bills and repairs 
certainly, but what about presents, that holiday 
you’ve always fancied, or a new car; or 
something extra for your home or garden? The 
home you were wise enough ro buy in the first 
place, is now a very valuable asset, and could 
provide that extra m«^ney. 

You can free your extra money through our 
Extra Income Plan”. This allows you to release 
some of the value tied up in your home and take 
it as extra cash each and every month for the 
rest of your life. It’s safe and secure and there’s 
the option of a cash lump sum as well as a 
monthly payment! 


Safe and Secure 


NPI is one of the UK’s most respected and 
reputable financial institutions with over 
600,000 customers, £11,000 million in funds 
and 163 years’ experience - you couldn’t be in 
safer hands. 

Please don’t miss out on this opportunity to turn 
money stored in your home into cash in your 
hand. Apply for a free information pack today 
and find out how much you can get. 

For brochure call FREE on 


0800 70 75 80 


Quote Ref No. IND9901 05 

We randomly monitor our calls This enables us to improve 
our service and protect our customers. 



To be eligible you must be aged over 70 {both if a 
couple) and own a property worth over £40,000. 
Not available in Scotland. 


Key Guar an tees 


JT You receive monthly payments for life 

3T The gross income will never reduce# 

It You can take a cash lump sum as well as 
a monthly income 

It You’re secure in your own home - you 
can even sell it if you wish to movet 



ESTABLISHED IN 1835 


Alternatively complete the coupon and retum to: 

^ _ NP I In- Re tireme nt Services, 1 ND9901 05 / FREEPOST CF4472, Ca r diff/ CF1 1YX. No stamp required. 

"yES, 1/We would like to know more about the Extra Income Plan* with absolutely no obligation 

1 1 arr/We are {delete as necessary}: 


Name (Mi/Mrs/Miss/Ms) . 
Address 


Please send me a free information pack. 
Aged over 70 □ A homeowner 

Date of birth / 


□ 

□ 


Date of birth of spouse. 
{if applicable) 


1 1 


i 


| Telephone number 

g D Please tick, if you would prefer not to receive information about other NPI associated products. 1ND990105 


Postcode 


IVte may fefep/wne you) 


l 

I 


•Shared 


. ion £ Changes to tax rates may affect the net amount you receive if you pay income tax. i Subject tn NPl's inifw* 
by the ftnonal investment Authority. National Provide™ InstttuUon. huomcmed by An of Parliament in England with IdimihJ Ib&tevNn ttm 
Principal Office hfaflonal Prwitfcw House, 55 Calvatey Road. Hinbriijy Weils, tent TNI 2UL Telephone 01892 SiSisi X 
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Dentists earning 


£200,000 on NHS 


THERE HAS been a boom in the 
number of dentists boosting 
their incomes from the NHS to 
six-figure sums by treating 
scores of patients every day. 

Official figures show almost 
500 dentists earned more than 
£200,000 from the NHS between 
1997 and 1908 compared with 20 
between 1990 and 1991. Their 
earnings are more than twice 
the average NHS income for 
dentists, before deductions for 
expenses. 

The boom in high-earners is 
causing alarm in the wake of 
the case of Melvyn Megitt, the 
dentist accused erf providing un- 
necessary treatment to chil- 
dren and adults in Manchester 
which is being heard by the 
General Dental Council. Mr 
Megitt is alleged to have 
earned over £800,000 from the 
NHS in one year and is said to 
have treated up to 150 patients 
a day. 


BY JEREMY LAUBANCE 
Health Editor 


Dentists have complained 
ibryears that NHS fees are too 
low to allow them to earn a rea- 
sonable living from the NHS. 
Average earnings from the 
NHS are just over £100,000 of 
which 55 per cent goes on the 
expenses of r unning the prac- 
tice, leaving an average in- 
come of £46,000. 

Many dentists have turned 
to private work in the last ten 
years to boost their NHS earn- 
ings but some have opted to in- 
crease their NHS work by 
working longer hours or hiring 
a ssistan ts from abroad. 

The British Dental Associa- 
tion said the increase in the 
□umber of these assistants - 
about 1,000 are thought to be 
working in the UK - reflected 
the shortage of British dentists. 
Most come from South Africa 


and are forced to take jobs as 
assistants, working under su- 
pervision, because they do not 
have the equivalent training to 
qualified British dentists. 

The Patients Association 
said the boom in high earnings 
and the growth in the hiring of 
assistants was worrying. Roger 
Gobs, a spokesman, said: “Per- 
haps this is something the 
health department ought to in- 
vestigate. It raises the question 
of whether all the work being 
done is being done by folly 
qualified people.” 

Linda Wallace, the head of 
general practice at the BDA, 
said: “It is a way of boosting 
NHS earnings provided you 
have got a room to put the as- 
sistants in. If you have the 
space, expanding the practice 
may mean you can save on 
costs.” 

Michael Norton, a dental ad- 
viser to the Isle ofWigbt health 


authority; safcfc “Thee is always 
a suspicion if someone is earn- 
ing a large amount of money 
from the NHS that their work 
is being hurried or rushed and 
may be of a poor standard. 
Some work very long hours 
and scene deal with the sorts of 
treatments that incur higher 
fees such as orthodontics or 
they hire assistants. But the 
Dental Practice Board targets 
practitioners with high earn- 
ings for special scrutiny be- 
cause of this concern.” 

Mr Megitt had no assistant 
but managed to cope by work- 
ing long hours. The BDA said 
yesterday that high-earning 
dentists working single hand- 
edly were '‘highly unusual”. It 
added: “The vast majority of the 
country's 19,000 NHS dentists 
are finding it increasingly dif- 
ficult to meet the mounting 
costs of running their prac- 
tices." 



The Rev Baroness Richardson, the Most Rev George Carey, Cardinal Basil Hume and Rowena Loverance, jom 
forces for a united declaration on the timing of the miflenninm celebrations Tom Craig 
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This year, the National Health Service 
will spend £6 hillion on medicines - 
about 25 pence per person per day. 

In return, the pharmaceutical industry 
will re-invest some 20% of Its annual 
turnover in the search for new and 
improved medicines. 

This investment will benefit the National 
Health Service by helping to reduce 
hospital admissions and saving over 
£10 billion a year on patient care. 

The value of medicines goes far beyond 
supporting the NHS. The pharmaceutical 
industry provides employment for more 
than 300,000 people and exports 
over £5 billion of medicines a year, 
producing one of the country's largest 
trade surpluses of £2 billion. 

Over the past five years pharmaceutical 
companies have committed over 
£2 billion in capital investment, and 
more is planned. 

The benefit of the industry is also felt 
within the Treasury as pharmaceutical 
companies in Britain pay hundreds of 
millions of pounds in Corporation Tax 
each year. 

But perhaps the industry is least known 
for its investment in education, funding 
half of all post-graduate training for GPs 
and supporting universities to the tune of 
£100 million a year. 

If all this good work is not encouraged, 
it wouldn't just be the industry 
that would fail sick. 

It would be the country. 

The Association of the 
British Pharmaceutical Industry 
12 Whitehall London SW1A 2DY 
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Churches call 


early start to 
millennium 


YO U MAY be forgiven for think- 
ing that the new mfllemnum be- 
gins at midnight on 31 
December 1999. Not so, ac- 
cording to church leaders, who 
announced on Tuesday that the 
celebrations should kick off on 
Christmas Eve 1999. 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr George Carey, and 
the head of the Roman Catholic 
Church in England and Wales, 
Cardinal Basil Hume, signed a 
statement stressing that the 
year marking the. 2,000th an- 
niversary of Jesus's birth will 
begin earlier. 

•Tbr hundreds of millions of 
Christians throughout the 
world ... the celebrations to 
mark the 2000th anniversary of 
the birth of Jesus Christ will 
begin on Christmas Eve 1999,” 
the statement reads. 

Until now. Churches To- 
gether in England (CTE), the 
umbrella body co-ordinating 
the churches' millennial cele- 
brations, have concentrated on 
their so-called “Mille nnium Mo- 
ment”. But the CTE presidents, 
which include Dr Carey and 
Cardinal Hume have now sug- 
gested that just before midnight 
on New Year’s Eve, people 
should put down their glasses, 
light a candle and read a “res- 
olution” which makes no ref- 
erence to God or Jesus. 

The resolution, which is in 
the form of a prayo; comes with 
a candle and a candleholder 
and will cany a label which 
reads: "This is a gift from the 


By Clare Garner 


local churches to mark the 
2,000th anniversary of the birth 
of Jesus Christ" The proposal 
has been greeted with consid- 
erable scepticism from Chris- 
tians and non-churchgoers 
alike, who say they will be fb- t 
cusing on Christmas and drink- * 
ing respectively. 

Yesterday’s statement was 
an attempt to quash criticisms 
of the “Maiemmnn Moment" 
and continues: “It is nota sub- 
stitute for Christian worship, 
nor is it exclusively Christian. 
Rather, what it does is to un- 
derline the importance of spir- 
itual and common values in an 
increasingly secular ageandwe f : 
are delighted that the Govern- 
ment and other political, and -’Y 
faith leaders have responded so 
positively to it" 

Th e other two presidents of 
CTE, the Moderator of the Free 
Churches' Coundl. the Rev 
Baroness Richardson, and 
Rowena Loverance, of the Re- 
ligious Society of FYiends, also 
signed the statement, the em- 
phasis of which follows the line 
already taken by the Pope. 

Last November Pope John 
Paul n issued a papal bull in 
which he also decreed that the 
year 2000 will begin on Christ- 
mas Eve 1999. The beginning of 
the ‘‘Jubilee" year will be 
marked by the opening of the 
holy door in Rome, and run 
until the Fteast of the Epiphany 
on 6 January 2001, he said. 
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Teenagers held over youth’s death 

DETECTIVES ARRESTED four teenagers yesterday in 
connection with the murder of a youth in August 1997 
Scotland Yard said. Jamie Robe, 17, died in south east 
London after being beaten with baseball bats and pool 
cues. A spokeswoman said the four, - aged 15, 17, 18 and 
19 - are in custody at police stations in south London. 


Prison guards may strike again 

PRISON OFFICTRS' leaders last night refosed to rule out 

actior ^ des P ite a High Court injunction 
served ontheirimion, after a strike over a 2.7 per cent 

tr n ? >n Servica stained the injunction after 
bour-long stoppage. Industrial action by 
officers is outlawed under the 1994 Criminal Justice Act 


Missing cousins found in London 

A TCPMAnP I ii 


ATEENAGE girl and her 18-month-old cousin who had 
been missing since Sunday have been found J 
well, Scotland Yard said yesterday. Sacha Williamson. 17 

were found “at an address^nSh ’ 
east London after a a Yard spoke^SS 


Green group name ‘wrongly used’ 

BTtlENDS OF the Earth is claiming a large furniture 
company selling mahogany beds has bee? nSST 
to encourage customers to buy them The t^IF lts . name 
Wrought iron Bed ^cto^es ffie 


Golf prodigy hits two holes in one 

Gr™fc ben h£ 

Anmtage in Staffordshire, achieved^pfS 3, °L - 
*ul seventh holes of a Lichfield^ dSbg? 2°^ ^ 
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Medics say Yemen kidnap couple ‘in good health 

A BRITISH couple taken BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE quiet couple. She said: u 
hostage in Yemen were yes- astounded when I heard 



Eddie and Mary Rosser were working for a Dutch medical aid agency in Yemen when they were kidnapped with four others 


A BRITISH couple taken 
hostage in Yemen were yes- 
terday said to be in good health 
alter their kidnappers allowed 
them to be visited by hospital 
staff 

Eddie Rosser and his wife 
Mary, both aged in their 60s, 
were seen fay staff from a 
hospital in Sadaa, north of the 
Yemeni capital, Sanaa. A Dutch 
family, including two young 
children, who were kidnapped 
at the same time, were also 
seen and said to be welL 
Yesterday a Foreign Office 
spokesman said: “Tfe are in 
touch with the Yemeni au- 
thorities, who are in contact 
with the kidnappers, and they 
have told us they are hoping for 
a release soon.” 

The spokesman added that 
the British government had ob- 
tained an assurance from the 
Yemeni authorities that they 
would not use force to free the 
six- a tactic that went letfaaDy 
wrong when security forces at- 
tempted to rescue 16 Western 
tourists seized shortly alter 
Christmas. Fburof the tourists 
- including three Britons - 
died in the subsequent shoot- 
PA out 


Mr Rosser and his wife were 
kidnapped on Sunday as they 
and their Dutch colleagues 

were travelling in three cars on 

a road nearHawf in the Imran 
province, 87 miles north of 

Sanaa 

The couple, from Lechlade 
hi Gloucestershire, who have 
a son and daughtec were work- 
ing for the medical aid organ- 
isation Worldwide Services of 
the Netherlands, and were 
halfway through a six-month 
contract 

The six hostages, including 
the Dutch couple’s two chil- 
dren -boys aged six and seven 
-were ambushed on the main 
highway as they drove through 
a mountainous area in north- 
ern Yfemen, known locally as 
“kidnap corridor”. 

It is understood that the 
kidnappers are using the West- 
erners to try to secure the re- 
lease of a colleague who is in 
jafl. They are not thought to be 
linked to the group that seized 
the tourists last month. 

Sharon Chase, who runs a 
newsagent in Lechlade, said 
Mr and Mrs Rosser were a 


quiet couple. She said: “I was 
astounded when I heard they 
bad been taken hostage -they 
really are an average, good- 
natured couple.* 

Meanwhile, it was an- 
nounced last night that repre- 
sentatives of Britain's Muslim 
community will meet Foreign 
Office ministers tonight to dis- 
cuss (he five Britons detained 
in Yemen on terrorism 
charges. 

A delegation from the Mus- 
lim Council of Britain wQl meet 
Derek Ffctcftett and Baroness 
Symons at the Foreign Office 
in London. 

Mohsin Ghalain, 18, from 
London, Ghulam Hussein, 25, 
from Luton, and Shahid Butt, 
33, Malik Nassar Harhra, 26, 
Samad Ahmed, 21, all 
from Birmingham, were ar- 
rested on 24 December an sus- 
picion of links with Islamic 
extremists. 

The men were charged last 
week with associating with 
armed groups, forming a plan 
to commit murder and 
destruction, and possessing 
weapons, in connection with 
the kidnapping of the West- 
erners. 


Law lords 
told of 
Pinochet 
atrocities 


GRUESOME DETAILS of the 
murders and torture methods 
allegedly used during the 17- 
year reign of the former 
Chilean dictator General Au- 
gusta Pinochet were outlined in 
London by the Spanish gov- 
ernment yesterday. 

The allegations included 
hostage-taking, electrocution, 
rape, forced cannibalism and in- 
cest. They emerged on the sec- 
ond day of the hearing by seven 
law lords that will determine 
whether the 83-year-old general 
has immunity from arrest and 
potential extradition to Spain. 

Alun Jones QC, for the Span- 
ish government, told the law 
lords that international con- 
ventions prohibiting h uman 
rights violations were based 
firmly on the notion of individ- 
ual responsibility. “It must be 
that no matter who you are, 
whether a head of state, a gov- 
ernment official or a public of- 
ficial, you have individual, 
personal responsibility in re- 
spect of a category of crimes 
recognised internationally as 
particularly odious, such as 
genocide, torture, and taking 
hostages,” he said. 

“Somewhere a line has to be 
drawn between actions which 
are the functions of a head of 
state, and those which are not” 

. Mr Jones told the law lords 
only a limited namber of a 
head of state’s functions - state 
visits, signing treaties, and the 
sending and receiving of diplo- 
mats - were regarded as at- 
tracting immunity under 
international law. If countries 
chose to give their head of 
state additional powers, then 
those were not recognised as 
meriting any kind of immunity. 

The chairman of the law 
lords’ panel. Lord Browne- 
w ilkinsnn, indicated that the 
court would seek a certificate 


Butlin’s settles 
with deaf guests 


BUTLIN’S HAS made out-of- 
court settlements to nine deaf 
guests who said they were 
evicted from their chalets and 
thrown out of ahofidgy camp fay 
security guards. 

The claimants alleged 58 
deaf guests were ejected from 
pqrfHrfs camp at Pvrilhefi. North 
Wales, by staff who pulled out 
fuses and cut off heat and 
water. Guests said security 
guards had shouted: “Out! Out! 
Out! All Deaf Out!" 

Buthn's expelled the guests 
after a disturbance in one of the 
camp’s nightclubs on New 
■fear's Eve 1997 prompted com- 
plaints from other holiday- 
makers. But yesterday the 
company apologised to the nine 

claimants, accepting they had 
done nothing wrong and paying 
each an undis closed sum. 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

Cad Miller; one of the suc- 
cessful deaf claimants, said the 
nine were delighted by the out- 
come. “Fbr a holiday company 
which advertises that it is so 
disability-friendly, their lack of 
deaf awareness and disgrace- 
ful attitude is totally appalling.” 

Tony Marshall, Buflitfs man- 
aging ifi fflrtnr, said: “Our ac- 
tions were taken with ... the 
safety and security of our other 
guests in mind. Howeva; we ac- 
knowledge Mr Miller and his 
party were not involved in the 
incidents at the centre and : 
apologise for any distress that 
may have been caused. We are 
particularly saddened by these 
events, as Butlin’s welcomes 
people with special needs.” 





BY Cathy Comerford 

from the Fbreign and Com- 
monwealth Office to make dear 
when the UK recognised Gen- 
eral Pinochet as head of state. 

The panel considered 
whether to ask for a certificate 
overnight Lord Browne- WHkin~ 
son said: “TO thought it desir- 
able to have the Fbreign and 
Commonwealth Office’s view | 
if they are able to give it It may 
or may not be vital, but it would 
be helpful” 

The law lords were earlier 
told that some of the general’s 
4,000 alleged victims were tor- 
tured for years. Rape and bug- 
gery sometimes of children, not , 
only extracted useful informa- 
tion from victims but also ter- 
rified potential opponents, it 
was claimed. 

In October 1976, when he 
was the commander in chief of 
the Chilean army, General 
Pinochet allegedly tortured 
Jose Marcelino Gonzalez 
Malpu by applying electric ctav 
rent to his genitals, shoulders 
and ankles and pretending to 
shoot in front of him his moth- 
er, who was captured and 
stripped naked. 

Another victim, Pedro Hugo 
Arellano Carvajal, was al- 
legedly forced to play Russian 
roulette. A priest, Miguel TOod- 
ward. was allegedly given elec- 
tric shocks. His arms were 
broken with a hammer and he 
was beaten and left to die. 

General Pinochet’s sup- 
porters issued a statement yes- 
terday claiming he had saved 
Chile from a Marxist regime 
and blamed “left-wing propa- 
ganda" for “distorting histo- 
ry”. Robin Harris, a senior aide 
to Baroness Thatchen pub- 
lished a pamphlet claiming the 
general has been the victim of 
“a politically inspired kidnap”. 
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MPs find the awkward gap between outrage and reality 


SOME MPS have more authority 
than others when asking ques- 
tions, either conferred by some 
demographic curiosity of their con- 
stituency (Simon Hughes’ Private 
Notice Question on Sierra Leone 
was received yesterday by the For- 
eign Secretary as he represents 
large numbers of Sierra Leonians) 
or earned through past experience. 

When the Balkans come up, for 
example, Martin Bell will usually be 
heard. On Monday, Paddy Ash- 
down was actual^ halfway down the 
steps in a crouchfog prelude to leav- 
ing the chamber when the Speak- 
er called Mr Bell. Mr Ashdown 
swivelled on the spot and returned. 


This may have been the soli- 
darity of a fellow veteran Mr Ash- 
down himself has some status in 
this matter, having once delivered 
an angry interview as Serb mortar 
shells exploded with unnerving 
proximity in the background. 

Mr Bel) outr anks him in thisfipM: 

hebas the distinction of having been 
shot while covering the disinte- 
gration of Yugoslavia. This isn't 
something that would mark him out 
as a novelty in Serbia or Kosovo, but 
it undoubtedly gives him a certain 
cachet in the Chamber: A whiff of 
cordite and front-line engagement 
attends his contributions and pre- 
serves him from charges of arm- 


chair belligerence which might be 
levelled at less battle-tested mem- 
bers. Yesterday he brought Mr 
Cook back to Kosovo with a ques- 
tion about the prospects of the ver- 
ification mission there. He implied 
the outlook was bleak in the ab- 
sence of a credible threat offeree. 

Mr Cook repeated the rather 
slender consolation he had offered 
MPs tee day before - it took tee 
Wfest mantes to learn about tee hor- 
rors of Srebrenica, he said, but on 
this occasion we had “dear; accu- 
rate information within 24 hours”. 
If something can be done with 
such information this will all be to 
the good, but it looks as if the sole 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

virtue of this arrangement is that 
we get our horror fresh. Instead of 
wasting weeks in which we know 
nothing of the atrocity we can start 


less grind in which illusory accord way 

is aS inevitably followed lb? 

vicious conflict The language itself of awav ofmaSangtem- 

blunder tee stolh com- 

mnn parlance, for instance, afl porary have served their 

agreement would indicateteat two there isn’t 

dteeafternoon-MrCookfindsInm- parties have either resolved or ‘de- minion can do but 

self in the un happy situ ation ofhav- dded to split their differences, that __ indignation, 
ingpredsdty reversed teepositem affairs have moved on. In interna- 

tional diplomacy, however it more ^ — 

usually describes a compulsory 


feeling impotentiy enraged right 
away before the blood has dried. 

The awkward gap between boil- 
ing outrage and any realistic 
prospect of doing something to 
sootee it turned out tobe tee theme 


of Kipling’s harlot- he has respon- 
sibility witeoutpower; is expelled 
to do something about tee defin- 
qoendes of various distant coun- 
tries, but has no effective means of 
enfo rcing his wQL And cm the evi- 
dence of Ebreign Office questions, 
diplomacy without gunboats most 
beaheartbreakmgaffafr-atharifc- 


w __ a 

fantasy of concord, signed under 
duress and as limited in its powers 
of restraint as a wet tissue. 

The Holbrooke Agreement tee 
Wye Agreement and tee Simla 
AgTw»TrtPnt were all mentioned, 
every one tee precursor to some 


a by vari^tsftffs 

to President Milosevic, Saddam 


MPs condemn 
family doctors 
for ‘neglect’ 


A COMMITTEE of MFs moved 
to “name and shame” failing 
family doctors yesterday when 
they took evidence from two 
GPSwfao were investigated fol- 
lowing complaints. 

After hearing tear evidence 
in public, tee MPs condemned 
the GPS’ “unprofessional be- 
haviour” and “neglect of duty". 

One of the doctors before the 
influential Public Administra- 
tion Select Committee was Dr 
Cuthbert, practising in the 
Wolverhampton Health Au- 
thority area, who failed to visit 
a dying patient in June 1996, al- 
though her daughter informed 
him of her deteriorating con- 
dition via an out-of-hours tele- 
phone messaging service. 

The patient’s daughter who 
made the complaint against 
Dr Cuthbert, had earlier con- 
tacted a hospice asking for a 
syringe-driver because her 
mother had become unable to 
swallow the morphine pre- 
scribed for her pain. 

However Dr Cuthbert. who 
was contacted on his pager 
with tee request to authorise 
such treatment, thought the 
hospice cuuld not provide such 
treatment and he allegedly told 


HEALTH 

By Sarah Schaefer 
POftical Reporter 

the daughter “‘the family would 
have to manage somehow over 
the weekend”. 

Later that day, the patient's 
daughter called out a deputis- 
ing doctor who injected the pa- 
tient with morphine. The 
patient died the next morning. 

Dr Cuthbert told MFs: “Yes, 
with hindsight I would have 
acted very differently and it was 
neglect and I made a mistake.” 

Questioned on the relation- 
ship with the patient, whom he 
had treated for 17 years, he ad- 
mitted he (fid not get on with the 
daughter. “Perhaps I treated 
tee message with a pinch of salt 
because ... she claimed a lot of 
tilings her mother could not do 
which she could It possibly 
douded my judgement” 

Dr Cuthbert explained he 
had thought that hospices only 
admitted patients with cancer 
and failed to check on this oc- 
casion whether it would also be 
able to treat his patient 

The hearing is part of an in- 
quiry by MPs into the work and 
role of the Health Services 


Ombudsman following the 
more to extend his remit to con- 
sider clinical as well as admin- 
istrative complaints. 

Rhodri Morgan, Labour 
phan-man of the committee, 
said MPs were moving into 
“unchartered water” by calling 
GPS to such a public grilling. 

The second GP to give evi- 
dence, Dr Deepak THvedi, 
agreed be did not follow guide- 
lines when he struck off a moth- 
er, her daughter and son from 
his fist after they had been in 
his treatment for over 10 years. 

Dr THvedi, who practises in 
the Wigan and Bolton Health 
Authority, removed the famity 
from his surgery roll following 
a disagreement in June 1997 
between a GP practising along- 
side Dr Irivedi and the daugh- 
ter over breast-feeding. 

When the practice refused to 
explain the decision, the moth- 
er made a complaint 

While Dr THvedi accepted 
his findings, he added dining 
tee hearing: “I must say, how- 
even that for GPS to have to give 
their reason is one-sided be- 
cause patients, two of whom 
were rude and verbally offen- 
sive in my case, (fid not have to .” 



ffi rqsrin. 1 

those supptying arms to Sierra 
Leone’s rebels. Flagrant usualty 
means “shockingly conspicuous” 
but in this context it might be bet- 
ter defined as “entirely pretSctable 
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Brown praises Bank 
over inflation success 


FINANCE 


By diane Coyle 
Economics Editor 


GORDON BROWN, speaking 
before a House of Lords Com- 
mittee yesterday, praised the 
Bank of England for getting 
inflation close to or on its tar- 
get for the past six months. 

The Chancellor was speak- 
ing on the day inflation climbed 
above the Government's target 
level of 2J> per cent for the first 
time in five months. He also 
defended members of the 
Bank's monetary policy com- 
mittee against charges that 
they were remote from manu- 
facturing industry. They are 



Gordon Brown 


“highly professional and not 
constrained by the narrow 
interest of pressure groups,” he 
said. Mr Brown said be would 
reaffirm the existing inflation 


Questions 

and 

Answers 

Chile relations 

THE CHILEAN Pbreign 
Minister Miguel insuiga 
“folly understands the 
position taken by the 
British Government”, 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said, pledging the 
legal process involving 
the former Chilean 
dictator; General Augus to 
Pinochet, would not harm 
Anglo-Chilean relations. 

Abuse fumfing 

THE GOVERNMENT last 
year gave £416^24 in 
funding to six (parities 
assisting children at risk, 
or victims of child abuse. 
Health minis ter John 
Hutton said. 

Today’s agenda 

COMMONS; 950am for 
backbench debates 
including: Sentencing 
policy over road deaths . 

At 2.30pm Northern 
Ireland questions. Prime 
Minister's questions. 
LORDS: 2^3 0pm, debate 
on tee significance for the 
economy of tee Euro. 


Additional film 
aid for Kabbah 


THE BELEAGUERED govern- 
ment of Sierra Leone is to re- 
ceive an additional gim from 
Britain, the foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said yesterday. 

The donation, funded by the 
Foreign Office, Department for 
International Development and 
Ministry of Defence, comes in 
addition to more than £20m 
pledged in aid since last spring. 

Britain has also given £3m to 
Ecoznog, tee mainly Nigerian 
force which has been fighting 
against rebel RDF soldiers who 
are trying to depose tee presi- 
dent, Ahmed Kabbah. Presi- 
dent Kabbah was exiled in 1997 
after an RUF coup, but was re- 
stored to power last spring. 

Mr Cook said yesterday: 
“The RUF has a very robust ap- 
proach to democracy and free- 
dom of expression - they lop off 
the arms of anybody who dis- 
agrees with than.” Mr Cook said 
he had protested to the govern- 
ment of Liberia, which has been 
aiding the rebel troops. 

He added that reports of 
British firms flying arms to the 
RUF had been referred to Cus- 
toms and Excise for investiga- 
tion. Although the UN arms 
embargo an Sierra Leone has 
been parity lifted, it still covers 
the rebel army 


SIERRA LEONE 


By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

There was controversy when 
President Kabbah was restored 
when it emerged that a British 
firm. Sandline International, 
broke an international embargo 

to ship arms to the country. The 
firm escaped prosecution after 
saying the Fbredgn Office was 
aware of its p lans 

Much of Sierra Leone’s cap- 
ital has been destroyed in re- 
newed fighting this month, and 
up to 200,000 people have been 
left homeless. Hundreds of Eco- 
mog soldiers have been killed, 
and British sailors on the HMS 


humanitarian aid, are reported 
to have seenbotfies in tee water 

Britain is giving logistical sup- 
port to Ecomc^ and is sharing in- 
teBigence with its officers. The 
HMS Norfolk is on hand to pro- 
ride transport for humanitarian 
aid. including the use of a heli- 
copter: Some of yesterday’s Pu n 
wffl be put to that use. 

Clare Short, the Internation- 
al Development Secretary was 
due to meet the Sierra Leone fi- 
nance m i ni s t er; James J onah in 
London last night to discuss 
bow her department could help. 


Michael Meacher MP at the Green Ribbon Political Award where he collected an award for special 
environmental achievement Mark ChUvers 


target in March's Budget He 
said the harmonised European 
measure would be monitored 
alongside the existing mea- 
sure, tee retail price index less 
mortgage interest payments. 
But he had decided it was not 
the right time to switch. 

Eddie George, the Governor 
of the Bank of Engl and, offered 
some comfort to those hoping 
the monetary committee will 
reduce the cost of borrowingfor 
a fifth successive time. 

In a radio interview yester- 
day. Mr George said it would be 
right to continue with more 
moves in the same direction if 
there was more uncertainty in 
the world economy. 


BY SARAH SCHAEFER 

PLANS TO create 14 new super- 
constituencies that will mak e 
up the Greater London As- 
sembly, redrawing the map of 
London, were accepted by the 
Government yesterday. 

Nick Raynsford. tee Minis- 
ter for London, announced the 
boundaries for tee Assembly 
seats as the Bill to set up the 
new body and a directly 
elected Mayor began its two- 
day committee stage in the 
Commons. 

The move came after the 
London Labour Party agreed 
this week to a timetable for 
selecting candidates. The dead- 
line for n omin ations is set for 
28 Ifebruaiy with candidates to 
be chosen in September 

The selection procedure for 
T^abour’s mayoral candidates is 
due to be announced within the 
next few weeks and is likety to 
block Ken Livingstone. - 

Accepting the Local Gov-, 
eramenl Commission propos- 
als for the boundaries to be 
used in next May’s elections, : 
Mr Raynsford disclosed in a 
written reply that tee con- 
stituencies would have elec- 
torates of up to 400,000. . 

They will each return an as- 
sembly member under the tra- 
ditional first past the post 
voting system, with the other 11 ' 
members elected by propor- 
tional representation in a Lon- 
don-wide “top-up” constituency. 

During tee co mm ittee stage, 
looking at the first four claus- 
es of the Bill, Mr Raynsford 
hailed the new assemhty as the 
“smallest and most cost- 
effective of any city-wide ad- 
ministration in the world”, 
adding that the 25-member as- 
sembly would be just one quar- 
ter of the size of tee old Greater 
London CountiL 

But Eric Fbrth, the IfciyMP 
for Bromley and Chislehurst, 
said the Government’s plans 
would lead to a “Burden of bu- 
reaucracy which will damage 
the interests of Londoners”. 

The Government has pro- 
posed a number of amend- 
ments to the Bill, including a 
measure to guarantee funds 
raised from traffic charges and 
off-street parking will be spent 
on transport infrastructure for 
at least 10 years. 
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Opening day at the Monet exhibition, at the Royal Academy in London, one of three populist art shows which started in the ca pital yesterday 


Tim Hetheringtan 


ART AND design can now be 
described as mass entertain- 
ment after the Royal Academy 
yesterday announced record 
advance bookings for Us Monet 
exhibition and two other keenly 
anticipated shows opened their 
doors to the public. 

London last night saw the 
opening of the Design Museum 

exhibition, Modern Britain 
1929-1939 - of which The Inde- 
pendent is the media sponsor 
- while, across the Thames, 
Art99, the London Contempo- 
rary Art Fair , held a charity 
gala opening presided over by 
Chris Smith, the Secretary of 
State for Culture. At the same 
time, invited guests were given 
the first glimpse of the Royal 
Aca dem y’s certain blockbuster; 
Monet in the 20th Century. 

That exhibition, which opens 
to the public on Saturday, has 
already sold 133,000 tickets, 
the biggest-ever advance book- 
ing for an art exhibition in the 
UK Id addition to the ticket 
sales, private businesses have 
booked every evening and 
breakfast for the duration of the 
three month exhibition. 

According to Ticketmastei; 
which operates the advance 
ticket line, the exhibition is 


By David lister 

Arts News Editor 

selling as good as a hit west end 

musical. However the Royal 
Academy is worried that the 
public might think theycanDOt 
get in. In fact the galleries can 
accommodate up to half a Bul- 
lion over the duration of the 
exhib ition and everyone who 
turns up on the day should be 
able to get in. 

Mary Ann Stevens, chief 
curator at the Royal Academy 
said yesterday that res earch i ng 
file exhibition had brought new 
facts to light about Monet 
Studying tiie canvases, many of 
which he did not exhibit, 
showed be had started on some 
of his most famous themes 
earlier than previously thought 

The exhibition includes 
some 80 paintings, including 
views of the artist’s garden at 
Give my and his atmospheric 
views of London and Venice. 
The exhibition culminates in an 
unparalleled gathering of his 
last and greatest paintings: the 
monumental lily panels. 

Leading article, 
Review, page 3 
A decade of design, 
Review, page 10 


Young Brits 
show life 
after Monet 


CLAUDE MONET may not need 
a rock star or a politician to 
announce he is in town. But 
Young British Artists still feel 
a little naked without the 
“cool^imprimatur from the 
combination of musician and 
government minister 

Last night Culture Secretary 
Chris Smith was joined by for- 
mer Eurythmics star Dave 
Stewart at the opening of Art99, 
the London Contemporary Art 
Fair. And the third dement of 
contemporary art chic -a fash- 
ionable restaurant- was also an 
essential part of the evening’s 
entertainment: the celebra- 
tions continued with a second 
champagne reception at Ch£ 
restaurant in St James’s. 

Tickets for last night’s gala, 
held in part to raise money for 
the Serpentine Gallery were 
CL 50. From today, entry to the 
fair, at the Business Design 
Centre in Islington, will be £10. 

That could, of course, prove 
the bargain of the year if one 
spots the next big thing among 
the canvasses and installa- 
tions. Or it could leave the vis- 
itorwcmderingattheguffibiBity 
of sections of the art world. 

The young Japanese artist 
Tomoko Takanashi, one of 
Charles Saatchi’s neurotic 
realists, has extended her 
reach from the roomful of mis- 
cellaneous junk she contributed 
to the Saatchi show. At Art99 


Pilot fatigue 
blamed for 
jet accident 


A HOLIDAY aircraft with 357 
passengers on board was badly 
damaged after a landing per- 
formed by pilots who had had 
tittle or no sleep for more than 
20 hours, an accident report 
said yesterday. 

The cabin crew, who earlier 
expressed concern about their 
long hours, also had to land the 
plane nsing an incorrect run- 
way chart 

No one was hurt in the inci- 
dent at Kos airport in Greece 
cn 19 July 1998, in which part 
of the fhselage of the Caledon- 
ian Airways TriStar plane, fly- 
ing from Gatwick, touched the 
runway. 

Neither passengers nor 
crew realised they had been in- 
vtrivedin a heavy landing. Prob- 
lems with runway information 
meant that even alter they had 
lan ded, the pilots (fid not know 
which part of the runway they 
had touched down on. 

The report from the Air 
Aiyjffcmts Investigation Branch 
said the captain and co-pilot 
had beei called out from stand- 
by duty which started at 2pm 
and was due to finish at 8pm. 

They had asked if anyone 

else was available because they 
were concerned about going on 

a long night flight which went 
beyond their on-duty p erio d- 
and they would have little time 
to rest beforehand. 

No one else was available so 


BY PETER WOODMAN 

the afternoon but could not do 
so because of noise from a 
local pub. 

"He derided to arrive at the 
airport early and slept in his car 
for 40 minutes prior to report- 
ing for duty. Other than this 
both he and the first officer [co- 
pilot] had been awake in excess 
of 20 hours at the time of the ac- 
cident," said the AAIB report 

It said a wimhirmtim of fac- 
tors "resulted in a high work- 
load for the crew at a time of 
daywhen they were likely to be 
experiencing a reduced level of 
alertness arising from their 
scheduling and work cycle”. 

■ The crash ofaI944-bui!t fly- 
ing boat on a VIP promotional 
trip was probably caused by 
corrosion, an official accident 
report said yesterday. 

The Mayor of Southampton, j 
Michael Andrews, 51, and an- 
other passenger; Peter Stave, 
43, died in the flooded aircraft 
despite the efforts of the pilot 
John AIsford, 44, who dived 
down to try to save them. The 
12 other passengers and four 
crew all survived the crash on 
27 July 199a 

The aircraft washing in an 
air show organised by 
Southampton (Sty Council to 
celebrate the Millennium. 

"The corrosion had devel- 
oped over a long time, but k went 
undetected," said the report 






First Night 

ART99 

BUSINESS DESIGN 

Centre 

LONDON 

she has a sculpture which 
includes Monopoly boards, 
mobile phones and tape mea- 
sures. But Saatchi’s Messing is 
lucrative. Even before the 
doors opened, this exhib it had 
already been bought 
But with 90 dealers exhibit- 
ing, one can take one’s pick of 
a wide range, both in price and 
taste. From prints for around 
£100, up to Ben Nicholson’s 
October 1958 (Brown Goblet) 
for £150,000, from a bejewelled 
kitchen plunger by Claire 
Carter for £2.200 to a £60,000 
Damien. Hirst spin paintings 
elegantly titled Beautiful Splat- 
ter Shit AndPuss Painting, the 
choice is a broad one 

Indeed, the title can impress 
as much as the work itself 
Simon Tyszko’s Arran jumper 
straitjacket would be impress 
for less without its title: I 
Waited (An Eternity) 7b Hear 
A Loving Word. The fair now 1 
includes a separate section - 
Start - for 15 younger galleries 
specialising in new, experi- 
mental work. And there's nota 
still life goblet among them. 

David Lister 
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Farmers told 
to diversify 

or go under 





BRITAIN’S FARMERS must di- 
versify into other activities if 
they are to survive. Conserving 
rural scenery and wfldfife could 
become their most important 
occupation apart from growing 
food, the Agriculture Select 
Committee said yesterday. 
Forestry and timber products, 
food manufacturing and mar- 
keting, tourism and even light 
industzy will be the other key 
areas for rural expansion. 

Peter Luff committee chair- 
man, said that in a flew years 
most fanners could be receiv- 
ing payments from taxpayers 
for acting as environmental 
guardians. But the MPs fear the 
Government will lag behind 
other EU nations in helping 
farmers to diversify, pu ttin g 
Britain’s agricultural industry 
at a competitive disadvantage. 

Their conclusions come in a 
report on European Commis- 
sion proposals for statutory 
new countryside policies across 
the 15 member-states. These 
proposals, which the MPs say 
are “modest and fragmentary”, 
are part of the latest reform of 
the widely criticised Common 
Agricultural Policy, which farm 
ministers are to agree on by the 
end of March. 

Running the policy and all 
the subsidies which accompa- 
ny it absorbs half the European 
Union's budget and costs tax- 
payers £30bn a yean Britain is 


BV NICHOLAS SCHOON 

the second-largest net con- 
tributor after Germany. 

The reform will slash guar- 
anteed prices paid in the EU for 
most major crops, making Eu- 
rope's fanners compete on 
world markets. Set-aside, in 
which farmers are paid for 
growing nothing, wfli be abol- 
ished. The changes are need- 
ed to avert trade wars and 
enable the EU to expand to the 
east, taking in former Warsaw 
Pact nations, without going 
bankrupt 

Farmers will receive com- 
pensation for these changes, 
but there are still disagree- 
ments between member-states 
about how long it compensation 
should continue for. 

The MPs on the select com- 
mittee call for rural develop- 
ment policies and the 
administration of subsidies for 
environment-friendly farming 
to be devolved from Brussels to 
the nations and regions of 
Britain. They take the British 
government to task for fallin g 
behind in developing a strate- 
gy for the rural industries of the 
future which must grow as 

farming qhrinlre 

The committee fears other 
member-states will use the 
new policies and subsidies for 
green fanning and rural de- 
velopment to give their farmers 


Heart deaths 
inquiry ‘will 
not be a trial’ 


THE PUBLIC inquiry into the 
Bristol heart babies disaster 
wiU not allow the surgeons at 
its centre to be made scape- 
goats, its chairman pledged. 

Professor Zan Kennedy who 
yesterday announced the list of 
issues that the inquiry will 
coven said the aim was to find 
out what happened in Bristol 
and what lessons could be 
learnt by hospitals elsewhere, 
rather than to pin blame. 

“We are not seeking to focus 
on individuals but rather we are 
looking at the whole system 
which was responsible for the 
management an d care of chil- 
dren needing heart surgery 
services. It will not be a court, 
it will not be a trial,’' he said. 

The inquiry, which is set to 
be one of the most detailed ever 
undertaken by the NHS, follows 
an investigation by the Gener- 
al Medical Council into the 
deaths of 29 babies at Bristol 
Royal Infirmary. 

The GMC found three doc- 
tors, two surgeons and the hos- 
pital's chief executive, guilfyaf 
serious professional miscon- 
duct after thqy allowed complex 
heart operations on babies to 
continue, despite warnings 
from colleagues about their 
poor success rate. 

The GMC acts like a crimi- 
nal court, so it could investigate 
onfy specific charges relating to 
specific patients where the 
evidence was strongest 


BY JEREMY LAUKANCE 

Health Editor 

It did not and could not look 
at the wider picture which 
caused distress and anger to 
many of the parents who com- 
plained their stories had gone 
unheard. 

The inquiry will investigate 

ah types of heart operations, in- 
cluding cases of children who 
suffered disabilities as well as 
those who died. 

The main issues proposed 
for phase one of the inquiry are: 

■ The national and regional 
context in which heart services 
were delivered; 

■ A detailed investigation into 
the paediatric cardiac unit at 
the Bristol Royal Infirmary, 

■ Comparisons between the 
Infirmary and other hospitals; 

■ How children were referred 
to the hospital for treatment; 

■ Management of surgery 
and post-operative care; 

■ How families of babies and 
chfldren were treated; 

■ Training of staff; 

■ The role of post-mortem 
examinations; 

■ How and when concerns 
were expressed and dealt with. 

Parents of children who 
died after heart surgery at the 
hospital welcomed the an- 
nouncement hut supporters 
of the three doctors said the in- 
quiry had been biased from the 
start 


Britons ‘obsessed 
by cult of fitness’ 


BRITAIN IS becoming a nation 
“tormented by the state of 
its health and fitness”, spend- 
ing millions on grooming and 
exercise. 

A survey of British lifestyles 
shewed the fitness industry is 
now worth £30lra a year, a 

growth of almost 40 per cent m 
five years. And alongside our 

move towards jogging and the 
gym, the culture of the body 
beautiful has boosted sales of 
men’s toiletries in the last 
decade. 

The 17 th annual report on 
lifestyles hy Mintei market re- 
search also found Britons to be 

fefrtovingwiih a sensible streak. 

The cinema-going boom 
continues - attendances over 
.I i AHtimhv M oer cent 


- although the numbers visting 
theatres and museums are 
down slightly. . 

But after a surge jn holidays 


by Louise Jury 

prompted by the building soci- 
ety windfalls of 1997, stated 
spending priorities in 1998 
showed a note of caution. 

Although for the average 
UK citizen real disposable in- 
come rose by 2 per cent last 
yeah most respondents said 
saving for the future was their 
main concern. 

The research conduded that 

the new Labour government, 
£35bn of building society wind- 
falls and faffing unemployment 
caused the surge of consumer 
confidence in 1997. 

And as the rest of Europe 
integrates, the British seem 
destined to stay outside, at 
least psychologically. Mintei 


foumi mere u<*u 
increase over the last 10 years 
in the number of Britons “feel- 
ing European” . 


an unfair advantage. Support 
from taxpayers could enable 
them to sell their food cheap. 
Britain, say the MPs, must en- 
sure Europe’s form ministers 
agree to “rigorous control and 
monitoring.” Mr Luff, Tory MP 
for the rural Mid Worcester- 
shire constituency said: “There 
is a well-founded feeling that 
other EU member-states have 
been more generous in helping 
formers to diversify than suc- 
cessive British governments. 
British formers are fearful that 
their competitors on the Con- 
tinent will be getting greater 
subsidies, so there will not be 
a level playing-field” 

The committee took evi- 
dence from British formers be- 
fore writing its report 

It said the proposals did not 
set aside enough money to en- 
courage formers to be more en- 
vironmentally friendly or to 
diversify. 

“The importance of setting 
the appropriate level of EU fi- 
nancing for this proposal can- 
not be overestimated - EU 
funds are absolutely critical to 
its success.” 



Fanners will have to move from traditional concerns to such activities as forestry and even light industry, MPs have said Brian Harris 

HARD TIMES FORCE FAMILY TO SELL UP 


Jim Akrigg: Fed up 


"l WAS selling my ewes for 
£60 on average in 1 997 bur 
last year they didn't even 
fetch £25. In the end I 
[made the decision to] give 
the last 25 away." 

Like thousands of farmers 
across the United Kingdom, 
Jim Akrigg, who is selling his 
hill farm in easr Cumbria, 
suffered greatly in the last 


few monchs. In fact. 1998 
was the worst on record for 
an industry which saw in- 
creasing numbers of farmers 
selling up. 

Mr Akrigg. whose family 
have been farming near the 
village of Kirkby Stephen 
since 1946, has decided to 
move with his wife and three 
sons to Canada to start 


afresh on 3 new farm. The 
Akriggs. who kept ewes and 
cows until recently, are not 
unique. 

A survey of hill farmers 
conducted recently revealed 
that A3 per cent of respon- 
dents with children said they 
would not be taking over the 
family farm. 

"We are fed up”, said Mr 


Akrigg. “The damage has 
been done now and it will 
take years for things ro get 
any better. Normally, if 
sheep are down then cattle 
or pigs are up but recently 
everything seems to have 
been flat and in the dol- 
drums.” He added: "I want 
my sons to be able to stand 
on their own two feet." 
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Clinton sets the ball rolling for Gore 


HE MAYbe facing removal from 
office, he may be unable to get 
his legislation through Con- 
gress and he may be only two 
years away from the end of his 
term in any case, but President 
Bill Clinton last night gave no- 
tice that he has not given up. 

In the State of the Union ad- 
dress he was due to deliver to 
both houses of Congress, he 
was set to lay out an array of 
projects that show be may be 
down but not out But behind 
the facade, much of what he 
was due to announce had less 
to do with his own ambitions 
that those of his vice-presi- 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 


dent, A1 Gore. Policy details 
seem designed to set out an 
agenda tor Mr Gore and to 

g uar d hfa wpafoprflanlre against. 

the Republicans. It is a mani- 
festo for the baby-boom gener- 
ation at the century’s end. 

The mainstay of the speech 
was the growing budget sur- 
plus, expected to be a cumula- 
tive ?2L7 trittion ($l,700bn ) over 
toe nest 15 years. There is no 
consensus about what to do 
with the windfall - spend it, save 
it or use it for tax cuts -and last 


night Mr Clinton was due to 
give his formula. He wants 
some 62 per cent to bolster the 
pension system. 

Between a fifth and a quar- 
ter would be invested through 
the stock market The US pop- 
ulation is ageing and baby 
boomers fear there will not be 
enough paid in to keep their 
pensions. The initiative would 
keep the pension system sol- 
vent until 2055. 

Another 15 per cent of the 
surplus would go to preserving 
the Metficare system for the el- 
derly, and 11 per cent would be 
used for new “universal savings 


accounts” fra - individuals to in- 
vest for their retirement 

Mr Clinton’s Republican en- 
emies in Congress wanted the 
pensions system privatised. 
The Clinton proposals, by al- 
lowing private management of 
some of the system’s assets, 
and by introducing the new re- 
tirement accounts, goes 
halfway to this, while preserv- 
ing a nationally run scheme. 

The Republicans preferred 
to devote the surplus to tax 
cuts, but Mr Clinton's propos- 
als, which have overtones of 
careful economy while reas- 
suring people in their thirties 


and forties that there will be a 
pension waiting for them, will 


support, especially among the 
less well-off. 

The rest of the surplus Mr 
Clinton will propose spending 
-in interesting ways. Firstly he 
was due to call far considerable 
investment in education, rein- 
forcing discipline and stan- 
dards. The state school system 
is, again, a big concern for 
those in their thtrtipg and for- 
ties wi to young children, espe- 
cially those who cannot afford 
to move ten into the private 
system. Education is one of the 


big polity issues favoured by 
George W Bush, Governor of 
Texas and the most likely Re- 
publican ranrfiriate to face Mr 
Gore in the 2000 elections. 

The President was also due 
to propose using some of the 
cash to boost mffiteiy spending, 
part of a package that would de- 
vote $ll£ra tothe Pentagon, fee 
first increase in spending since 
toe 1991 Gulf wan 

Mr Clinton and Mr Gore are 
vulnerable on defence, where 
the administration is regarded 
as weak a ready-made defence 
spending in crease helps defuse 
this weapon at the polls. 


New folks to reform the 

Wteid Ttade Organisation and 

reduce trade barriers was an- 
otfaef ofMr Cfintatfs proposals. 
This will appeal to free-trade 
constituencies and unions and 
envir onmentalists, as MrCfin- 
ton was to propose adding 
labour standards and green 
Aflmqdffr atkms into the WTO. 

The spread of the speech 
and toe boldness of same of the 

j Awg important facts. 

The first is that Mr Clinton 


of trial in toe Senate that will ab- 
sorb a lot of his time and ener- 
gy. The second is that both 


houses of Congress are con- 
trolled by the 

he has found it all buttapess' 
ble to get his priorities ap- 
pi^ed for the past two 
There is little reason to think 
that will change- 

In any case, by toe end oftins 
year most politicians 
Jipally be thinking about toe 

elections. _ . 

But by putting down mail- 
ers in so many areas, and m 
particular by appealing to the 
middle-of-the-road, muffle- 
aged and middle class, Mr Om- 
ton has given a hefty boost to 
the early prospects of Mr Gore. 


President unveils 
aggressive defence 
in Senate trial 


By Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 


PROTESTING THE innocence of 
President Bill Clinton and the 
personal nature of the accusa- 
tions compared with the great 
public duties of the presidency. 
White House lawyers yesteday 
embarked on the lawsuit of 
their lives: the fight to keep him 
in office. 

Led by the White House 
chief counsel Charles Ruff 
who presented the opening 
statement, toe team set out to 

riiBwt an d discredit the s mall - 

print of the charges. 

But the most effective ad- 
vocate for Mr Clinton yesterday 
was expected to be toe Presi- 
dent himself 

His State of the Union ad- 
dress last night gave him a 
unique forum to argue why he 
should remain in office. Without 
mentioning the “I- word”, he 
was expected to lay out the case 
against his removal. 

And with his job-approval 
ratings as high as Ronald Rea- 
gan's at their peak and more 
than 80 per cent of Americans 
- according to a CNN/USA 
Today poll - pronouncing his 
presidency successful, public 
support is still Mr Clinton's 
strongest suit 



Ruff: Gave the opening 
statement for defence 


The difficulty his defence 
team faced was to persuade the 
Senate of the legal, rather than 
emotional, case for keeping 
him. They had also to address 
specific points: that lying about 
sex under oath was the same as 
tying about anything else under 
oath and that by trying to keep 
his relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky out of court he was 
depriving Paula Jones of her 
constitutionally guaranteed re- 
course to justice in her sexual 
harassment suit 
Over toe weekend toe White 
House lawyers signalled that 
initially at least they would 
seek to contest the accuracy of 
the charges, arguing not that 
tying about sex was too trivial 


to justify impeachment but that 

the charges of perjury and ob- 
struction of justice could not be 
substantiated. 

Yesterday the White House 
indicated it also intended to bol- 
ster the political arguments. As 
well as unexpectedly catling 
on three Democratic members 
of the House of Representatives 
to plead Mr Clinton’s case later 
this week, they also co-opted 
Dale Bumpers. 

Mr Bumpers, who retired 
from the Senate last year, is a 
Democrat from Mr Clinton's 
home state of Arkansas. He is 
also a Senate diplomat whose 
word carries weight on both 
sides of the chamber 

The White House decision to 
pay as much attention to poli- 
tics as to law, to persuading toe 
Senate of the political risks of 
removing toe President as wefi 
as what they argue are the legal 
defects of toe prosecution case, 
reflects a twofold concern. 

The Clinton camp, it is said, 
was taken aback by the 
strength of the prosecutors’ 
presentation, and worried that 
it has lost the argument over 
calling witnesses. If politics 
can trump the law in a consti- 
tutional process that meshes 
toe two, the President has won. 
If not, the odds are more even. 




Market wholesalers waiting for trade in A1 Sayed, south of Baghdad. Iraqis try to go about their norma! lives despite sanctions Reuters 
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US to arm Iraqi opposition 
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' THE UNITED States will an- 
nounce in toe next few days 
plans to give military support 
to toe Iraqi opposition, figures 
within the opposition groups 
said. 

The money will go to seven 
of toe most significant groups 
ranged against Saddam Hus- 
sein, including toe Iraqi Na- 
tional Congress (INC), the 
largest Some opposition 
sources said the cash may also 
go to the Supreme Council for 
the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, 
a Shia group backed by Iran, 
and to toe Iraqi Communist 
Party, though this could not be 
confirmed. The seven groups 
will meet in London, probably 
before the end of the month, to 
sort out their differences and 
plan a strategy against the 
regime, toe opposition said: 


BY Andrew Marshall 


The annminrgmPnt roar fre a 
victory for the INC in particu- 
lar; which was backed by toe US 
and Britain but lost favour: and 
was routed in northern Iraq. It 
has lobbied long and hard in 
Washington for renewed sup- 
port, against opposition from 
the White House and the CIA. 
“To be designated as eligible 
for military aid for the first 
time, with overt aid, that is a 
really big deal,” said an INC | 
spokesman. 

The Iraq Liberation Act, 
passed by Congress last year; 
provides $97m (£60m) to arm 
and support the opposition. 
The administration has until 
the end of this month to des- 
ignate toe groups to whom 
toe cash win go, and it has al- 


ready informed Congress,, of- 
ficials in Washington said. The 
US will also name a co-ordi- 
nator for the Iraq opposition, 
who will be responsible for 
seeing that the cash is property 
spent 

The opposition wants guar- 
antees from the US that if Sad- 


dam Hussein attacks them, 
they will have anti-tank ord- 
nance to defend themselves. 
They also want to ensure air 
support if it is needed. The 
last attempt to bade an oppo- 
sition insurgency collapsed ig- 
nomimousty when the US 
refused to provide air support. 
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Villagers cower as Serb bullets fly 


-0*,, 



Serb police evacuating an injured comrade, who later died, Grom the battle zone near the village of Racak in Kosovo 


Srdjan RicIAP 


three KOSOVO Albanian 
women were huddled by the 
side of the road into Racak, 
paralysed with fear as a Yu- 
goslav artillery piece sent out 
a heavy boom. One of the 
women was crying. She said her 
cattle were going to <Se because 
she was too scared to go into 
the village to feed and water 
them. 

A few minutes later from the 
other direction, heavily armed 
special police units took up po- 
sitions in the village. As the ar- 
moured vehicles and Jeeps 
moved forward, the air crack- 
led with automatic fire - in- 
coming and outgoing - when 

p fhnip Alhanian guprr fllas in the 

hOls realised they were about 
to come under attack 

The Serbian offensive con- 
tinued yesterday despite de- 
mands from the international 
monitoring mission in Kosovo 
for restraint and calls from 
Nato for the ceasefire pledges 
signed by President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Yugoslavia last 
October to be honoured 

In Racak, some of the police 
stayed behind at the mosque 
where the bodies of more than 
40 ethnic Albanians killed by the 
security forces on Friday had 
been laid out The police had re- 
moved the bodies on Monday 
for examina tion. 

The detachment of police 
moved up the hill to try to flush 
out positions held by the rebel 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA). Amid constant firing, 
one police officer aimed back 
down the hill, clutching his 
bleeding head. 

A helicopter was flown in to 
rescue the police casualties. 


By PAUL WOOD 
in Racak, Kosovo 


One member of the security 
forces was reported to have 
died The KLA also said it had 
lost one of its fighters. 

On the Serbian side, the 
fighting was done by the police, 
some using four-wheel drive ve- 
hicles with Belgrade number 
plates. But they were support- 
ed by the Yugoslav army, using 
heavy artillery, anti-aircraft 
cannon and mortars. 

Although the KLA had left 
Racak, they had withdrawn 
only to the next village. The re- 
gional commander, Shukri 
Buja, bad set up his headquar- 
ters a short drive from the for- 
ward positions of the police. 

Commander Buja said there 
was little his fighters could do 
when faced with the full might 
of the security forces but take 
to the hills. 

However, he was contemp- 
tuous of what he said was the 
Serbian forces' unwillingness to 
take and hold ground and was 
confident that the KLA will 
move back to the villages it has 
been forced to leave during 
the post week. 

Asked if the toll of dead from 
Racak did not prove that the 
moderate ethnic Albanian po- 
litical leader. Ibrahim Rujova, 
was right in pursuing a dearly 
peaceful path to independence, 
the commander replied “I 
spent half my youth in a Serbian 
jafl. All that time I dreamed of 
the day when I could come to 
the moun tains and fight for 
my people. TYiat day has coma” 

Meanwhile the United Na- 
tions war crimes chief prose- 


cutor; Louise Arbour, was de- 
nied access to Kosovo fora sec- 
ond day yesterday but said she 
would stay put and await an an- 
swer from Mr Milosevic. 

“We cannot be granted ac- 
cess to Kosovo, because in the 
words of the Yugoslav justice 
minis ter we have no jurisdiction 
there,” Ms Arbour said in Skop- 
je, Macedonia, after talking on 
the phone with the Justice Min- 
is ter. Zoran Knezevic. 

On Monday Yugoslav guards 
at the Macedonian border 
turned back Ms Arbour when 
she tried to cross into Kosovo 
to investigate last Friday’s 
massacre in Racak . 

The UN insists that its court 
in The Hague has jurisdiction 
throughout former Yugoslavia, 
including Kosovo. But. in a 
statement on Monday, the 
Milosevic government said the 
UN court “does not have and 
cannot have jurisdiction in 
Kosovo” since the conflict here 
is “a dear matter of terrorism”. 

Ms Arbour disputed this and 
said that “there is evidence 
that suggests there were also 
war crimes and crimes against 
humanity committed in the 
context of an armed conflict". 

“Under international hu- 
manitarian law, that is the basis 
upon which we can move ahead 
and exercise the mandate 
given to us by the UN Security 
Council,” she said, adding that 
only a Security Council resolu- 
tion can abolish the ongoing 
jurisdiction of The Hague 

trib unal 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
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10,000 miners threaten 
mayhem in Romania 


TEN THOUSAND Romanian 
coal miners were heading for 
the capital Bucharest yesterday 
after a pitched battle with po- 
lice which plunged the gov- 
ernment into crisis over the 
threat to country's nascent 
democracy. 

The miners, who have been 
on strike for two weeks, are de- 
manding a pay rise of_35 per 
cent and the reopening of two 
mines. A court last week de- 
clared the strike illegal, but the 
miners have refused to return 
to work. 

President Emil Constanti- 
nescu held an emergency meet- 
ing with the Prime Minister, 
Radu Vasil e, yesterday after 
the miners launched a barrage 
of rocks and stones at police 
lines in the town of Bumbesti 
Jiu, 150 miles north-west of the 
c ap ital, and swept through bar- 
ricades. “The miners departure 
to Bucharest would spell cata- 
strophe for them, the authori- 


BY ADAMLeBOR 
in Budapest 


ties and for the country as a 
whole, both internally and ex- 
tern ally, ” said Pantelimon 
Manta, the prefect of Goij coun- 
ty, which covers Bumbesti Jin. 

The meeting between the 
President and the Prime Min- 
ister vras also attended by > the . 
army’s Chief of Staff and the 
head of the country's intelli- 
gence service. Romanian state 
radio reported that the De- 
fence Minister, Victor Babiuc, 
said he was ready to deploy the 
army against the strikers, if 
police foiled to halt their ad- 
vance on the capital 

But the protest is more than 
another economic grievance 
in the crisis-ridden Romanian 
economy. Toughened by years 
of hardship, the miners could 
once again plunge the capital 
into chaos, as they did in 1990 
and 1991. Then thousands of 


miners, opposed to market re- 
forms, built barricades and bat- 
tled with police. In 199L miners 
set fire to government head- 
quarters and forced Petre 
Roman, Romania's first post- 
Communist prime minister 
from office. 

There is no love lost be- 
tween the miners, who live and 

wnrk in harsh mnriitinna, and 
the inhabitants of the capital 
seen by the strikers as the epi- 
centre of the forces they believe 
have betrayed them since the 
bloody 1989 revolution that top- 
pled the dictatorship of Nicolae 
Ceausescu, who was executed 
with his wife Elena. 

“We will not give an inch. 
Bucharest is mocking us,” said 
the miners' leader; Miron 
Cozma, who was imprisoned 
last year for his role in the 1990 
and 1991 riots. “I have seen peo- 
ple desperate but resolved As 
long as I have a mandate to go 
to Bucharest I will fulfil it* 
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14/FOREIGN NEWS 


BY PATRICK COCKBURN 
in Amman 


SPECULATION ABOUT a 
change in the succession to the 
throne mounted yesterday in 
Jordan as King Hussein re- 
turned to his capital, Amman, 
after six months of cancer 
treatment in the United States. 

After piloting his own plane 
home King Hussein prayed on 
the rain-swept Tarmac before 
being embraced by his 
younger brother Crown Prince 
Hassan, who acted as regent 
during the King's illness and 
whose 33-year stint as heir to 
the throne is now in doubt 

Among the assembled Jor- 
danian royal family greeting 
the King was Hamza, the 
King’s 19-year-old son by his 
present wife Queen Noun who 
is the most likely candidate to 
be the next crown prince. 

The loss of all his hair as a 
result of chemotherapy for non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma in the 
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota 
mai»*s TCmg Hussein looked 
older than his 62 years, 45 of 
them on the Jordanian throne. 
Doctors say he has made a full 
recovery, but bis prolonged ab- 
sence has set off a power strug- 
gle within ihe royal family. 

Crowds were of only mod- 
erate size as the King drove 
through a damp and cold 
Amman. The poor turnout may 
be the result of the unaccus- 
tomed and much needed rain, 
but the 4.5 million Jordanians 
are worried by the unpopular 
1994 peace treaty with Israel 
Jordan's increased hostility to 
Iraq and a deep economic 
malaise that has lasted since 
the Gulf Wan 

The King increased ru- 
mours of a change in the suc- 
cession on Saturday when he 
gave a television interview 
broadcast in Jordan in which he 
did not refer to Crown Prince 
Hassan. a hard-working ad- 
ministrate: as his successor or 
as regent. He later denied re- 
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Assyrian Christians celebrating yesterday in Amman as King Hussein returned to Jordan after his cancer treatment 


ports that he had discussed the 
succession with US officials 
saying: “No one has the right 
to speculate what goes on in the 
King’s mind.'’ 

Jordan is in a diplo- 

matic position because it is a 
small power squeezed be- 
tween Saddam Hussein, the 
Iraqi leader, to the east, and 
Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minis tec to the 
west. Both have shown their 
contempt for Jordanian sov- 
ereignty by sending assassi- 


nation squads to kin their do- 
mestic enemies in the streets 
of Amman. 

In a small house discreetly 
watched by security police on 
the outskirts of Amman, rafth 
Shbeilat, the outspoken Jor- 
danian opposition leader re- 
cently released from jail, 
ex pr essed misgivings yester- 
day about the possible removal 
of Crown Prince Hassan. He 
said Jordan needed political re- 
forms and these could not be 
carried out by a weak leaden 


He said: “Until two days ago 
when I heard the King's speech 
I ifid not believe it would hap- 
pen, because I thought the 
King had more wisdom than to 
cany out a change fibe this. 1 ” He 
said Prince ffamz? was inex- 
perienced, adding: “When you 
want to make political reforms 
puttinga bad in charge is a form 
of gambling.” 

Crown Prince Hassan is in 
a carious position within the 
ruling Hashemite dynasty in- 
stalled by Britain after the 


FirstWbrid War In 1965, when 
Kmg Hussein was in daily riap- 

ger Of assassinat ion, his SOU 

Abdullah was only three years 
old and his younger brother 
Hassan was made heir lbday 
he has several sons with a 
claim to the throne. 

Mr Shbeilat, who served 
seven months in jail after there 
was rioting in the southern dty 
of Maan last yeai; said: “Jordan 
needs a constitutional monar- 
chy and hag an authoritarian 
monarchy. Dissidents are not 


killed here, but it is stiQ a po- 
lice state. Even a taxi driver 
needs to get a security clear- 
ance.” Since 1994 the govern- 
ment has tried to marginalise 
the press and fimifed the scope 
of parliamentary opposition. 

King Hussein never relaxed 
his grip on Jordan even from 
his hospital bed. Supporters of 
Crown Prince Hassan say he 
was in no position to resolve 
problems as regent, though he 

was blamed for anything which 

went wrong. 




the independent 
\*dnt»fay MJngsjg” 


Weakened Hussein comes 
home to a dynastic struggle 
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Galtieri to be 
? quizzed over 

I baby-stealing 


GENERAL LEOPOLDO Galtieri, 
the man who ordered the in- 
^sionoftheFafldantk Islands 
fm 1982, could be the latest for- 
mer Argentinian military 
leader to be charged with baby- 
snatching from political pris- 
oners during the “Dirty War”. 

Argentinian judicial sources 
said that federal judge Adolfo 
Bagnasco would call General 
Galtieri in for questioning, 
probably this week in connec- 
tion with the bidnapping of 
hundreds of babies from 
women prisoners who later 
“disappeared”. Some of the 
women gave birth blindfolded 
and bound in military camps 
and never saw their babies. 
Some of the women were then 
dumped, alive but drugged, 
from aircraft into the Atlantic 
ocean, according to witnesses. 

Eight other former military 
chiefs from the 1976-83 military 
regimes are in detention, fac- 
.'pg prison terms of up to 25 


• - * c £ — -r — 

-Z r \7'z lra ? , *ns ^years on baby-stealing charges. 
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“General Galtieri is to be caBed 
in for questioning and could be 
detained shortly" said a source 
in Mr Bagnasco’s office. The 
general, who lives in Buenos 
Aires, was given amnesty in 
1990 after being jailed for his 
role in the EaBdands defeat 

More than 400 babies were 
taken from their mothers under 
the various military regimes. 
Some were killed with their 
mothers, some were later 
traced and reunited with their 
grandparents, but most were 
handed over to childless police 
'Jparmy officers and are prob- 
ably alive today unaware of 
their true families. 

President Carlos Menem 
gave amnesty to Argentina’s 
former military rulers in 1990 
after, they had spent a few 
years in jail for their roles in the 
Dirty War. Since last summer; 


By Phil Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 

when a judge ruled that the kid- 
napping of babies was not cov- 
ered by Mr Menem’s amnesty, 
eight former Argentinian mili- 
tary chiefs have been detained, 
including the former junta lead- 
ers, General Jorge Videla and 
Admiral Emilio Massera. Gen- 
eral Videla, 72, who overthrew 
President Maria Estela i“Is- 
abelita") Peron in a coup in 
1976, was jailed for life in 1985 
for mass murder; torture and 



j 


Galtieri: Racing detention 

kidnapping during his regime, 
when an estimated 30,000 Ar- 
gentinians were killed or dis- 
appeared. He was among those 
given amnesty in 1990. 

Some of the eight detainees 
awaiting trial are in jail others 
are under hcaire arrest Some, in- 
ctading General Videla, also face 
charges from the Spanish judge 
Baltasar Garzon - who is seek- 
ing to put the former Chilean die- 
tator General Augusta Pinochet 
{m trial - in connection with the 
disappearance of Spanish citi- 
zens during the Dirty Win 

In Buenos Aires, the group 
known as Grannies of the Plaza 
de Mayo expressed satisfaction 


that General Galtieri may be 
the next to be detained. “He 
was a maximum leader of the 
junta. Urey all bear some re- 
sponsibility for the era during 
which they ruled," said Elsa 
Eavon, a 61-year-old member of 
the Grannies. While the Moth- 
ers of the Plaza de Mayo are 
seeking justice for disappeared 
sons and daughters they pre- 
sume dead, the Grannies are 
seeking the living children of 
some of those sons and daugh- 
ters - “the living disappeared". 

The Grannies have traced 
more than 60 children - now 
young adults- and had than re- 
turned to their biological grand- 
parents after court cases. But 
they are still seeking more 
than 300 others. 

Mrs Pavon's daughter Moni- 
ca fled with her husband and 
baby daughter Paula to Uruguay 
during the Argentinian military 
era. Due to the collaboration be- 
tween the Argentinian and 
Uruguayan generals, the couple 
disappeared in Montevideo in 
1978. When the militaiy regime 
ended in 1983, the Grannies put 
photos of their missing grand- 
children in newspapers. Mrs 
Pavon got a tip that a former po- 
liceman had a daughter match- 
ing Paula’s description. 

DNA tests proved the girl 
was Paula and she was handed 
over to Mrs Pavon’s custody. 
She is now a 22-year-old student 

The civilian authorities ex- 
humed bodies buried under 
headstones marked NN (No 
Nornbre, or No Name). They 
found Barbara and Roberto 
Lanouscou, aged six and five, 
both shot in the back. Near by, 
where they expected to find the 
childr en's baby sister Matilde, 
the diggers pulled out a teddy 
bear. Matilde was presumably 
passed on to an army or police 
officer She remains missing. 
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You’re welcome: US restaurants 
offer hand of racial friendship 


AMERICAN TIMES 

DENNY’S DINER 


A face appears on the televi- 
sion screen. It is brown, wide- 
eyed, and framed - quite 
discreetly- with dreadlocks. “I 
want to let you into a little 
secret,” says the voiceover, 
“Fm black.” 

Reading this in Britain your 
reaction might be neutral or 
dismissive: “Well so what? Of 
course, you are.” But this is the 
United States and such frank- 
ness about race still shocks. 

“There are some people 
who never notice another per- 
son’s colour,” the advert con- 
tinues. “But most of us da And 
that’s OK Don’t feel guilty. 
Noticing a person's colour 
doesn’t make you a racist Act- 
ing like it matters does.” 

The face fades out to be re- 
placed by a yellow, red and 
green logo: “Denny's”. Tb an 
American viewer that logo 
means two things - a pfrain of 
rather old-fashioned restau- 
rants, the sort of no-frills 
Fbrmica-topped places where 
you can have breakfast or a 
burger and be waited on by 
motherly ladies with large- 
pocketed aprons. But Denny’s 
something else. It has 
behind it two expensive court 
judgments for discriminating 
against black customers, or 
would-be customers, because 
their main complaint was that 
they could not get served. Ei- 
ther they were ignored at the 
door when they waited for the 
hostess to seat them, or they 
seated themselves and went 
unserved. 

I, tea have a problem with 
the hostess system at Ameri- 
can restaurants, and not just 
at Denny’s. I fail to understand 
why, at an eatery which is but 
a couple of notches up from a 
fast-food joint, I should have to 
stand at reception, contem- 
plating dozens of free tables, 
while waiting for someone to 
seat me. 

It is one of those American 



Black customers have not always found it easy to get served in an American diner 


Cortris 


practices that leads Euro- 
peans to ask whether Ameri- 
can service-sector jobs are 
“real” jobs and, as we wait for 
the frazzled hostess to notice 
us, to ponder the economics. 
How can they afford to beep so 
many tables empty and employ 
someone just to seat us? 
Wmld they not do better to em- 
ploy fewer people at higher pay 
and have them all wait at 
table, instead of having us 
wait around for the hostess? 

This, however, might be 
“white” reasoning. If you are 
blade or Hispanic, you might 
reach a differ ent conclusion. 
And it was this sort of thing 
that gave Denny’s a bad name 
with the very customers that 
it could have courted. 

A new set of television com- 


mercials, of which the "Fm 
black” advert is one, is the 
company’s way of signalling 
that it has changed. It is cost- 
ing $2rn and is the brainchild 
of James Adamson, chief ex- 
ecutive of the parent company, 
Advantica. 

Mr Adamson was appoint- 
ed four years ago when 
Denny’s was at its nadin It had 
just paid out $54m to two 
groups of aggrieved customers 
who said they had been re- 
fused tables or service for no 
reason other than the colour of 
their skin. 

A small, slight and bouncy 
50-year- old, Mr Adamson em- 
bodies that very American 
virtue: feeling good about 
yourself and. of course, your 
company. He has an all-Amer- 


ican pedigree, coming from 
Gap, via Burger King, and is 
credited with rescuing the 
restaurant chain’s fortunes 
and reputation. 

Last year, Advantica - 
which owns three restaurant 
groups besides Denny’s - 
caused a stir by coming second 
in Fortune magazine’s list of 
best 50 companies for Asians, 
blacks and Hispanics. 

Almost half its employees 
are now black or Hispanic, 
and one-third of its superviso- 
ry staff are from ethnic mi- 
norities. It has “minority” 
representatives on its board 
and puts all staff through “di- 
versity" training. The number 
of Dalny’s franchises held by 
black Americans has gone 
from one to 123 in six years. 


Mr Adamson acknowledges 
that discrimination exists, de- 
liberate cr not •Tam a complete 
supporter of affirmative ac- 
tion," he soys, “because I don't 
betieve the playing field is level 
...white men tend to hire white 
men." He te unusual too, in be- 
lieving - probably correctly - 
that racial integration in the US 
is getting worse rather than 
better 

The advertising campaign is 
an expensive gamble that Ad- 
vantica, which emerged from 
bankruptcy onty last year; can 
hardly afford. But as the com- 
plexion of America changes, 
and the spending power of 
minority groups grows, it is a 
gamble that Mr Adamson, for 
one, thmks worthwhile. 

MakyDejevsky 
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IMF admits Asian crisis mistakes 

THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary Fund has conceded it 
made mi stakes in the Asian financial crisis. A report 
concludes that in the main its policy prescriptions towards 
South Korea, Indonesia and Thailand were correct, but 
there was a crucial daw: the IMF assumed its programmes 
would rapidly restore market confidence, and they did not 
“However, in the event, the programmes and their initial 
implementation did not restore confidence quickly enough, 
capita] accounts were much less favourable than assumed 
and so the reverse happened,” says the report 
The Fluid also conceded it may have misjudged calls for 
government spending cuts. But it defended calls for rapid 
monetary tightening, saying that only this could restore 
currency stability and head off infiationary spirals. 

Branson’s clothing losses grow 

r r -J VICTORY CORPORATION, 

a : the clothing and cosmetics 
group owned by Richard 
Branson (pictured), blamed 
* tough trading for a sharp 
rise in interim losses. The 
retailer of Virgin casual 
clothes and Virgin Vie 
cosmetics yesterday posted 
a £10.9 tn interim loss, 
compared with a £3.5m 
shortfall last year. Richard 
Knight, finance director, 
said the company bad a 

good Christmas, with like-for-Iike sales up 5 per cent, 
but added that sales had fallen back in early January. 

Pro’s new business rises 1.9% 

PRUDENTIAL, the UK insurance giant, yesterday reported 
a 1.9 per cent rise in worldwide new business. New 
weighted premiums rose from £l,165m to Cl, 187m in the 
year to December. UK business rose 13 per cent on the 
back of the first full-year contribution from Scottish 
Amicable, the insurer bought in 1997 which sells through 
independent financial advisers. New business was boosted 
by £i.3bn in savings ploughed into its new account Egg. 
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Shares plunge on fears that further defence consolidation in Europe will be delayed 

Blair ‘furious’ over BAe’s 
f 7bn takeover of Marconi 



By Michael Harrison 

The £7bn takeover of GEC’s 
Marconi defence electronics 
arm by British Aerospace ran 
into double trouble yesterday 
after Tfony Blair warned that it 
could slow the process of 
European defence restructur- 
ing and shares in the two com- 
panies plunged. 

The Prime Minister’s blunt 
warning was delivered to the 
chairman of BAe, Sir Dick 
Evans, and GECs chief execu- 
tive, Lord Simpson, at a private 
meeting on Monday evening. 

Lord Simpson, who was en- 
nobled by the Labour govern- 
ment, indicated yesterday that 
Mr Blair had spelt out in the 
dearest of terms that he would 
have preferred to have seen a 
cross-border merger that 
included French or German 
partners. DaimlerChrysIer 
Aerospace (Dasa), which was in 
advanced merger talks with 
BAe until just before Christmas, 
said the BAe- Marconi deal 
would make horizontal Euro- 
pean mergers ‘impossible and 
create an obstacle to Euro- 
pean integration”. 

Sir Dick said: “The Prime 
Minister's views on this and 
other matters are very impor- 
tant to us.” 

But. despite a concerted ef- 
fort to sell the merger to the 
Government and the City as a 
“win-win deal” that would ben- 
efit shareholders and acceler- 
ate the process of defence 
consolidation, shares in BAe 
and GEC fen by 14 per centand 
6 per cent respectively. 

This cut tiie value of Marconi 
bv £700m to £7bn and reduced 



Sir Dick Evans (right), BAe chairman, pictured yesterday with GEC chief executive ] 
on Monday told Sir Dick that he would have preferred a cross-border European deal 


chief executive Lord Simpson. Tony Blair 
r European deal Mark ChUvers 


the stock market value of the 
combined business to £14biL 

Analysts said that apart from 
“deal fatigue”, the shares had 
been hit by fears that the merg- 
er indeed spelt the end of fur- 
ther European consolidation, 
that the 30 per cent premium 
paid by BAe was excessive, 
and that the savings from the 
merger would go to customers 
rather than shareholders. 

Sir Dick conceded that the 
merger would initially be seen 


as “threatening and an obsta- 
cle to making progress” by 
other companies. But he said 
that consolidation could best be 
driven forward if there were 
just one major player in each 
country. “The reality is that 
Europe can afford only one 
aerospace entity." he added. 

The merger will create the 
fourth-biggest aerospace and 
defence company in the world 
after Boeing. Lockheed Martin 
and Raytheon of the US. with 


sales of £13bnand £33bn orders. 

BAe said there would be 
cost savings of at least £2 75m 
by the third year, which would 
lift earnin gs by io per cent 
There would be job losses but 
BAe would not give a number. 

Ken Jackson, general sec- 
retary of the AEEU engineer- 
ing union, said the deal would 
secure thousands of jobs. 

BAe is financing the deal 
with 1.17 billion new shares, a 
£L55bn cash payment to GEC 


and £440m of convertible loan 
stock repayable over three 
yeara Goodwill charged against 
profits could reach £7bn if BAe 
treats the deal as an acquisition. 

There was speculation about 
how Lord Smpson would spend 
the f2.7bn cash pfle the rump of 
GEC has. He rejected rumours 
GEC would bid for Racal Tele- 
coms but indicated it hoped to 
do a big deal to strengthen its 
telecoms division. 

Outlook, page 17 


COUNTDOWN TO 
CONSOLIDATION 

January 1995: US 
approves $9bn Lockheed' 
Martin Marietta merger. 
May 1996: BAe and 
La garden? of France form 
50:50 missiles joint venture, 
Matra BAe Dynamics. 
December 1996: Boeing 
announces $i3bn takeover 

of McDonnell Douglas. 

January 1997: French 
confirm that Aerospatiale 
and Dassault will merge. 
December 1997: Raytheon 
acquires Hughes defence 
business for $9 -5bn 
April 1998: BAe pays 
£2G9m for 35 per cent of 
Swedish aircraft maker 
Saab. 

July 1998: GEC and 
Finmeccanica merge 
defence electronics arms. 
July 1998: France reveals 
p lan to merge Aerospatiale 
and Lagardere defence 
interests and float 20 per 
cent 

July 1998: Heads of six 
European countries back 
formation of single 
European aerospace and 
defence company. 
December 199S: BAe 
indicates it is poised for 
$23bn merger with 
DaimlerChrysIer 
Aerospace: GEC 
announces {fens to 
demerge Marconi and 
intensifies talks with BAe. 
January 1999: BAe and 
Marconi merge. 


News Analysis: France doesn’t like 
it, and Germany is simply livid 

‘UK first’ deal 
that could set 
Europe at war 
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AT LUNCHTIME on Monday 
Denis Ranque, chief executive 
of Thomson CSE touched down 
at Heathrow airport and sped 
straight to GECs Mayfair head- 
quarters by chauffeur-driven 
car. The bead of the French 
defence electronics group was 
ostensibly in town for a private 
dinnei; but first he had some 
business to attend to - a last - 
itch attempt to wrest Marconi 
from the hands of British Aero- 
space. 

Mr Ranque said he was pre- 
pared to raise his offer from the 
£6bn already on the table. Lord 
Simpson, chief executive of 
GEC, listened politely, but the 
French entreaties were to no 
avaiL As Lord Simpson said 
yesterday: “Marconi was the 
pretty girl at the defence con- 
solidation dance. While there 
may be a Harvard Business 
School case to supports Thom- 
son-Marconi merger; the feet is 
we could not agree either on 
structure or price.” 

Later that afternoon the foil 
GEC board met and agreed to 
sell Marconi to BAe. At 3am 
yesterday morning the deal 
was signed in the City offices of 
SBC Warburg Dillon Read. 
GEC’s advisers. 

It was a signal moment not 
just for the British defence 
industry but for the aerospace 


by Michael Harrison 

sector right across Europe. If 
the French were upset that 
BAe and Marconi had opted for 
a “UK first” approach to the re- 
structuring of Europe’s aero- 
space and defence industry, 
the Germans were livid. Until 
a month ago, it had seemed cer- 
tain BAe would merge not with 
Marconi but with Daimler- 
Chrysler Aerospace (Dasa) of 
Germany. 

When Sir Dick Evans, the 
chairman of BAe, broke the bad 
news by telephone to his op- 
posite number at Dasa’s parent 
company, Jurgen Schrempp, 
the reception was oooL “Jurgen 
was disappointed, as you might 
expect,” said Sir Dick. 

But BAe shows no signs of 
being fazed, either by the rip- 
ples it has caused across Eu- 
rope or by the negative reaction 
its £i6bn deal has received in 
Downing Street and the stock 
market. 

With one bound BAe has 
become Europe's dominant 
defence and aerospace com- 
pany, with an order book of 
£33bn and sales of £13bn a year 
encompassing everything from 
Tornado aircraft and Trident 
submarines to Airbus com- 
mercial jets, howitzers and 
state-of-the-art military radar 
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In terms of size, it will be 
streets ahead of its nearest 
European rival, the slate- 
owned French group Aerospa- 
tiale. On a global scale, it wiD 
have only half the sales of Boe- 
ing, the biggest defence and 
aerospace contractor But it 
will, for the first time, be with- 
in sight of Lockheed Martin and 
Raytheon, the two other US 
defence leviathans. 

More importantly it brings 
Britain’s two prime contractors 
together in an alliance spanning 
both military platforms and 
the combat systems that go on 
them. As Richard Lapthorne, 
BAe’s vice-chairman, says: “Up 
until now, foreign defence con- 
tractors have been able to play 
BAe off against GEC to their ad- 
vantage. This stops that game.” 

But there is a bigger ques- 
tion left hanging by yester- 
day's mega-merger. What is 
the end game? Will the BAe- 
Marconi merger hasten the 


creation of the European Aero- 
space and Defence Company 
(EADO that Tbny Blair and five 
other heads of government 
signed up to in July last year? 
Or will it split Europe down the 
middle, creating a Franco-Ger- 
man axis and pushing BAe 
closer to an American tie-up? 

Alex Ashbourne of the Cen- 
tre for European Reform said: 
“The EADC as originally 
planned is now dead in the 
water. It’s very sad. BAe-Mar- 
com is now such a powerful 
entity that it does not need the 
others. They won’t admit it 
now, but they may well be more 
interested in transatlantic links 
than European ties.” 

Not surprisingly Sir Dick 
Evans takes a different view, 
saying that if anything it places 
BAe in a stronger position to 
drive European consolidation. 
“It helps enormously if just 
one major player speaks for 
each country.”* 
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Many in the market tend to 
agree. Despite the bellicose 
noises from Dasa, Chris Avery, 
aerospace analyst at Paribas, 
says: “I suspect that after some 
dalliances with France, Dasa 
will come back to the negotiat- 
ing table with BAe in due 
course. BAe and GEC have 
concluded that shareholder in- 
terests are not best served by 
doing deals with French com- 
panies that are state-owned or 
part state-owned. Dasa will 
learn the same lesson." 

Indeed others, such as Terry 
Taylor of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, 
believe the BAe-Marconi deal 
leaves the French in danger of 
being overrun by an Anglo- 
German- US alliance. 

BAe would rather like to 
have it both ways. On the one 
hand it points out that the en- 
larged company will have 
“home markets in four other 
European countries - Sweden, 


France, Germany and Italy - 
because of alliances already 
forged with contractors such as 
Matra of France, Finmeccani- 
ca of Italy and Saab of Sweden. 

On the other hand. Sir Dick 
is apprehensive about a 
“fortress Europe” policy de- 
veloping. He points to the scale 
of business the enlarged BAe 
will have in the US, where it wffl 
have 18,300 employees and 
sales of $4.6bn, thanks in large 
part to GEC's acquisition last 
year of the defence electronics 
business, B-acon 

Given the brinkmanship that 
has characterised this first 
round of defence consolidation, 
it is unpossible to second-guess 
the outcome of the next round. 
But it is hard to believe BAe win 

not be at the centre. Sir Dick 
hkiens the Marconi acquisition 
to BAe’s sale of Rover fiveyears 
ago. “ That deal unlocked us 

from the past This one opens up 

an entirely new future." 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


iSi LONDON 

feirtSa 

AFTER TWO days of gains blue 
chips fell back, ruffled fey the 
Brazilian interest rate increase and 
the UK inflation rate. Footsie dosed 
96.3 points lower at 6,027.6 and 
supporting indices were also weak. 

The latest mega-deal left the two 
participants nursing sharp fells. 
British Aerospace, buying Marconi 
from the General Electric Co An 1 
£7.7bfl, dived 68p to 425-fip, and GEC 
dulled 31p to 546.5p. Suggestions 
that the sale will prompt GEC to 
look for acquisitions boosted Psion 
and Racal Electronic 

Derek Pain, page 21 


P^NEW YORK 

SHARES FELL in morning trading 
in a volatile market characterised 
by big price swings. Traders were 
concerned by nervousness about 
the durability of the boom in 
Internet-related stocks. 

The Dow Jones index initially 
rose on positive earnings reports 
from the banking sector and news 
of a mnlti'binion dollar merger 
between AtHome and Excite, two 
Internet stocks. But the shares 
were quickly sold in a bout of 
profit taking. At mid-day the Dow 
was down 8S points, or 0.94 per 
cent, at 9,252.53. 


|~Q I TOKYO 


IRE JAPANESE market slipped as 
traders took profits on export 
stocks, amid fears the yen had fallen 
as far as it could. The Nikkei 225 fell 
0.25 per cent to dose at 13,770.44, 
down 34.62 points. 

Car manufacturers, including 
Toyota and Nissan, weakened amid 
concern that the yen would bounce 
back from yesterday’s level of 114.75 
to the dollac hindering their ability 
| to export 

Sentiment was also affected by a 
| fall in bond prices that pushed up 
yields by 13 basis points, raising the 
cost of borrowing. 


HONG KONG 


STOCKS Tell by 1.08 per cent as 
overseas fund managers sold off 
holdings in utilities and red chips. 
The Hang Seng ended the day at 
10,290.11, down 112.43 points. 

Sentiment was subdued by 
reports that the HK dollar was 
next in line for devaluation. Amid 
thin volume, the market was also 
polled down by futures-related 
trading. 

Brokers said European fund 
managers were still reducing 
their Asian portfolios. This week 
any gains would depend on Wall 
Street they said. 


ggj SAP PAULO 

shares continued to surge in 

25,!? investors 

would take profits after a two-day 

bounce. The Bovespa index rose 3 
per cent in early trade, adding to 
gams of 40 per cent since Friday’s 
decision to float the reaL 
Traders said foreign investors 
were forced to buy locally, rather 
than withdraw money from the 
country, after the Brazilian central 
bank raised interest rates on 
Monday. 

Brazil's currency, the real, is 
trading at 1.55 to the dollar, 22 per 
cent lower than a week ago. 
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This was the best defence deal going 


TONYBLAIR doesn't much like th 


f!^9***£v+3E£ 

omsiasm yesterday. Even so. there 


F?7 could have done, for share- 
htWere, for employees and. for that 
THWtt fi f t for the cominy 

The Prime Minister frets that the 
teckaa cross-bonier element in rt«» 



SEES Mmmmmmm 
jSSSiftSSsr^ Outlook 

pleads of government on the Conti- ~ 

BAe S lUK ^ P 11 ®^ ® BAe’s share price 
SnSSSSi? r SS? Bemet ^unctoubtedlyhavegivenSirDk* 
E^pcan defence integration, Evans pause for thouSit yesterday 

Some of the fell is 

^iTOirfT 0 ^-^^^ OITC ^ e ^ nm * : fotigue. and the premium is certain- 

Sf^^S^ b 2S ? ? ,0ut 5 io ' ? n an exit multiple of 27 times eani- 
016 ^ ase a m S^B^a^fofoerea<^ionwaBp^ 
^^Thomson-Marcom busi- ably overdone. Had BAe allowed 
, 20peTCeattm f e Lockheed or ITKiniscn to snap i^) its 
^®sive to employ someone in biggest supplier from unde- its nose. 
France and even more costly to sack the damage to shareholder value 
them it is obvious where the axe might have been for greater 

"n-wSSF A, *k Derived of the opportunity to play 

nm ^S t l5?’^!S theuiHOns * GECandBAeoffagafostoneano&ec 
amongstothers. leapt to the defence it is the Americans who have most 
of BAe when not so long ago this to worry aboirt as far as foe European 
wouM have been the sort of deal that field of battle is concerned. As for 
had them manning the barricades. DaimleiUhiys^ 


juu cias m a cross-bortier deaL 
BYench talked boldly about slic- 
ing £500m off the cost base of a 
merged Thorason-Marconi busi- 


then, it is obvious where the axe 
would have Eaflen. 

Perhaps that is why the unions, 

amongstothers, leapt to the defence 

of BAe when not so long ago this 

would have been the sort of deal that 
had them manning the barricades. 


fulminate all it wants about a hori- 
zontal merger with BAe being dead 
in the water. But when it sees how 
poorly its own shareholders aught be 
served by joining forces with its 
state-influenced French counter- 
parts, who would bet against it sud- 
denly finrimg an ally in BAe again? 

NatGrid/Energis 

national GRID was once an un- 
recognised and unloved organisatirm, 
a hidden treasure buried within the 
12 regional electricity companies 
that owned it Eventually the CByand 
the Govenimentrealiseditmightbe 
worth something and forced a de- 
merger The years passed and then 
all of a sudden it emerged that there 
was another treasure lying Russian 
dofrBto Inside the Grid - a telephone 
company that ranits cables along the 
Grid's electricity pylons. They called 
A Energis and floated a quarter erf its 
equity on foe stock market 
This was always going to be a con- 
troversial means of value recognition. 
Whynrtfbflowyourcwn path to stock 
market independence, free market 
purists asked, and simply demerge 
Energis? All kinds of ingenious ex- 
cuses were tabled, but essentially it 


came down to this quite basic line erf 
reasoning — because National Grid, 
having given birth to Energis, want- 
ed to keep some of the potential up- 
side in the stock for itself 

In a way it has been proved cor- 
rect The telecoms sector has soared 
and with it, Energis. The Grid’s re- 
maining 75 per cent stake has come 
to account for more than 40 per cent 
of its total stock market value, and 


duded, has been ahle to bask in its 
waragfow. Time, then, to sell some 
more Fortunately for the Grid, there 


time round. Having already sold 
some of toe company toe tax imph- 
cations would be horrendous. 

But essentially it is still the same 
old thing. David Jones, the Grid’s 
laconic chief executive, just cannot 
let go. The Grid’s hankers are even 
creating* convertible band, backed 
by the Grid s own cash flow to allow 
the Grid to participate in the poten- 
tial upside of the shares they are sell- 
ing. Since disposing of anotha- 25 per 
cent will allow Energis to qualify for 
the FTSE 100 Index, this could be 
quite considerable. 

Given how much money he’s 
made fix 1 his investors, nobody’s 
going to quarrel too much with Mr 


Jones about aO this. Who knows? 
There may be another Russian doll 
or two yet to be moulded out of the 
£L2bntbe Grid will receive from this 
latest sale. 

All the same, there is a certain 
lackaflogic about the Grkfs position. 
As quickly as it sells out of Energis, 
it is investing in exactly the same sort 
of telecpm ventures elsewhere; most 
recently in BraaL There is an obvi- 
(xis conflict of interest here tha£wunt 
finally be resolved until foe Grid is 
out of Energis altogether 

Central bankers 

SO WAS it worth waiting fort yes- 
terday saw pubfication of the Euro- 
pean Central Bank's first monthly 
bulletin, a 92-page tome which will, 
according to the ECB, became one 
of its “most important means of 
written communication”. 

In theory therefore, the bulletin 
oughtto cany atleastas much dout 
as the Bank of England’s quarterty 


anyone active in the UKmartets. In 
practice* the ECB bulletin is nothing 
of the kind. \festetday*s issue was a 
combination of public relations 
puffery and largely historic eco- 


nomic analysis. As a guide to either 
the ECU's view on recent econom- 
ic developments or the fikety level of 
firfnreEurcpean interestiates* itwas 
littie short of useless. 

This shouldn't come as much of 
a surprise, given the opposition of 
Wim Dmsenberg, ECB president, to 
improving the transparency of Eu- 
ropean monetary policy. Mr Duisen- 
berg has rejected calls for the ECB 
to follow foe example of the US Fed 
and the Rank of England and pub- 
lish the minutes of its meetings. 

He also seems to have eschewed 
the established practice of using 
public speeches to signal changes 
m interest rate policy Just days be- 
fore December’s co-ordinated cuts 
in European interest rates, for ex- 
ample, Mr Duisenberg was inti- 
mating to all and sundry that there 
was no immediate need for interest 
rates to fall 

As a result, financial markets 
now take everything foe ECB pres- 
ident says with a large pinch of salt. 


monthly bulletin that European in- 
terest rates are now at about the 
right levels. 

One reason why Mr Duisenberg 
has chosen to shroud the ECB’s de- 
rision-making process in secrecy is 


that this is the way things were al- 
ways done at foe German Bundes- 
bank, a model independent central 
bank with an rinflation-busting^ rep- 
utation superior even to that of the 
USFfed. 

Certainly you cannot quarrel with 
the Bundesbank's record, so who are 
we to challenge its methods? Times 
change, however and what may 
once have been appropriate for Ger 
maqy hanky looks Bke doing the trick 
for Europe as a whole. 

The Bundesbank could get away 
with not talking to the market for one 
reason, and one reason alone - its 
impressive track record. Bundes- 
bank nfftrigis ha d a long history of 
keeping inflation under control and 
firmly resisting political pressure. 
The same is unHkdty to be true of the 
ECB. 

The short history of the ECB to 
date has been marred by political 
fudge, most visibly over Mr Doisen- 
berg’s own appointment as its pres- 
ident If the ECB is ever to enjery the 
same reputation as foe Bundes- 
bank, and if Mr Duisenberg is going 
to be able to soothe troubled markets 
as effectively as that doyen of cen- 
tral bankers, Alan Greenspan, trans- 
parency and communication have to 
be improved. 
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National 
Grid in 
£l.lbn 

Energis 

sell-off 

By Peter Thal Larsen 

NATIONAL GRID moved to cash 
the soaring value of trie- 
ciM stocks yesterday by re- 
ducing its shareholding in 
Energis, its festrgrowing tele- 
com subsidiary, from around 75 
per cent to below 50 per cent 

National Grid will offer be- 
tween 71 million and 75 mflfion 
Energis shares in toe form of 
shares andconvertible bands to 
institutional investors In Eu- 
rope and fo e US. Dealings are 
expected to start once the 
offering doses next Taesday. 1 

The move will raise approx- 
imately £Ubn in cash, allowing 
National Grid to reduce its 
debt levels in toe wake of last 
month’s $3J3bn acquisition of 
New England Electric Sjystem, 
the US electricity distributor 

David Jones, chief executive 
of National Grid, said the sale 
would also increase the free 
fink of Energis shares, satis- 
fying demand from investors 
keen to buy into the telecom 
sector and allowing the com- 
pany to be included in the FT 
All-Share index. 

Energis shares duty soared 
9 per cent, dosing upl32.5p at 
1655p in a falling market 
Energis has watched its shares 
rise fivefold in the past 12 
months on the back of booming 
data communications and In- 
ternet traffic, including its deal 
to provide toe infrastructure for 






David Jones, chief executive of National Grid (left), with Mike Grabiner of Energis 
yesterday. National Grid is reducing its stake to below 50 per cent Mark ChUvers 


Dixons' innovative Freeserve 
Internet service provider 

The sale follows National 
Grid’s announcement last year 
that it planned to seD down its 
shareholding in Energis over a 
three to five-year period. Under 
the current deal it is not al- 
lowed to sell any more shares 
in the market for six months. 

In a complex offering de- 
signed by HSBC, the invest- 
ment bank. National Grid plans 
to raise between £600m and 


£800zn by placing Energis 
shares directly with institu- 
tions. The remainder of foe 
proceeds will come from the 
sale of convertible bonds based 
on Energis shares. 

Each bond, which will ma- 
ture after four years, wiD con- 
vert into a proportion of an 
Energis share dependent on 
how much the shares have 
risen since foe offering. How- 
ever; they will also carry a 
coupon of between 5 and 6 per 


cent, which win be paid by 
National GricL 

Mr Jones said foe bonds 
were designed to broaden the 
appeal of Energis to other in- 
vestors, many of whom do not 
invest in the company because 
it does not pay a dividend. 

The entire exercise is ex- 
pected to trigger a capital gains 
tax bill of about £200m for 
National Grid, while advisers’ , 
fees will cost a further £30xa 
Outlook, this page 


Hopes of rate cut fade 
as inflation overshoots 


PKE-CHRISTMAS high street 
price rises' pushed inflation 
above target for toe first time 


ores released yesterday. 

^ . News , that the underlying 
inflation rate hit 2.6 per cent in 


d^ce of returning consumer 


. WUUUOKJ Cy 

I in the City: Sterling rose to its 
highest level yet against the 
.euro during afternoon trade 
foiid . fears that the Bank of 
En glan d would hold fire on 
foterest rates next month. 

The' Office for National Sta- 

fistks gftfrt the rise in the un- 
derlying inflation rate was 
krgety attributable to the in- 
■creases m prices of seasonal 
food - such as potatoes - and 


by lea Paterson 

and Diane Coyle 

same period in 1997, seasonal 

food prices rose just 2 per emit 
City economists said the in- 
flation figures - which also re- 
vealed that the headline rate 
sank to a seven-month km of 23 
per cent - could provide foe 
Ttartk with an excuse to leave 
rales unchanged next month. 

However, several analysts 
emphasised that the overall 
trend in UK inflation was stuJ 
downwards. Most expect the 


RPDt [the undertying inflation 
rate] to drop below target as 
weaker costs push, goods infla- 
tion into negative territory and 
slowing activity eases price 
pressures in services.” 

Fresh evidence of reviving 
consumer confidence also dent- 
ed rate-cut hopes. GfK, the 


get later this year 

Jonathan Lqynes at HSBC 
Securities said: “We still expect 


confidence rallied in January 
following a string of interest- 
rate cuts by foe Bank. 

The GfK confidence barom- 
eter was minus 3 m January, up 
from minus 8 in December 
like other market researchers, 
GfK said that although con- 


general state of the economy, 


foe outlook for foedr personal fi- 
nances. 

G£K which carried out its re- 
search on behalf of the Euro- 
pean Commission, said there 
had been a sharp rise in em- 
ployment intentions in busi- 
nesses in the service sector 

There was fresh pressure on 
the Government yesterday to 
switch to an inflation target 
based on the harmonised 
European price index. It will be 
publishing this inflatinn mea- 
sure alongside retail prices 
from next month. 

Malcolm Bruce, the Liberal 
Democrat Treasury 

Spokesman, said the Chancel- 


’ ' Aoatysts said the marked 
rise in prices of household 
^fods 'was largely due to foe 
“pre-January sales’* effect- 
ighstreet refailers often raise 


-tedoetionsat the start of the 


Brazil raises interest rates 

WORLD sroCKinaitets were wamedoflonge r-term- fam- 
Sataii yesterday by thesis- agiitoeaaomieemrth. 

in Brazilian in- Share prices feUm London 

Monday night and New York, where in- 
tl * i S!S5S«- vestora were worried by . re- 
* Swathe crime lend- ports that seven Brazilian 1 
? on agJ^ipercent states were threatening to i 
mgrateftom»to4iP«^ de fault on federal debts. , 

and foe benchmark Rrazffian share raices were j 


^ llie rise in prices of seasonal 
foods Vwhich increased by 6.1 
Ifer cental toe monfo -wasp®*’ 
®b®ity caused by P°° r 
^saSie^ says foe ONS. to the 


lendingratefrOTiOTtyip^ trading modestty higher in 

refief tort toe central bank hal 
stemmed the rears slide. 


the switch in his March Budget 
The British Chambers of Com- 
merce^ wifl also urge this move 
in its Budget submission. 

Separate figures yesterday 

showed that the Government 
borrowed more than the City 
had expected last month. The 
Public Sector Net Cash 
Requirement (equivalent to the 
old Public Sector Borrowing 
Requirement) was £3J2bn. Bat 
City experts still beKeve&at the 
Government wiQ easily meet 
this year's borrowing target of 
£L8ba 


Sotheby’s looks for Net profit 
with a leap into cyberspace 


SOTHEBY’S, the venerable 
auction house with a 250-year 
history, took a startling leap 
into the pyber-future yester- 
day, announcing foe creation 
of sothebys.com. 

The company hopes to tap 
millions of new customers 
who may prefer mouse-click- 
ing over paddle-waving when 
bidding for art, jewellery and 
collectibles. 

Also yesterday, At Home 
Corp, a California company 
that specialises in delivering 
high-speed Internet connec- 
tions to private homes in foe 
United States, revealed that is 
to buy Excite Inc, the owner 
of one of the most popular por- 
tals on foe World Wide Web, 
for a stunning $6.7 billion in 
stock. 

If completed, foe At Home 


By David usborne 

in New YOrk 

transaction will be largest 
single deal in foe history of 
foe Internet eclipsing foe 
America Online’s recent pur- 
chase of Netscape Communi- 
cations three months ago. 

At Home will be paying 
nearly double Exrite’s market 
value, put at about |8.4bn 
at the close of trading last 
Friday. 

Both announcements of- 
fered fresh illustration of foe 
ongoing explosion of con- 
sumer and investor interest in 
all things do to with foe In- 
ternet. 

Recent weeks have been 
marked by soaring prices 
among stocks offered by 
fledgKng Internet enterprises, 


most of which have yet to 
make a dollar in profit 
One company that has 
been turning profits is eBay, 
which has led foe way in tak- 
ing auctions into cyberspace 
and has become one of foe 
most popular destinations on 
foe Web where consumers 
enter bids from their PC’s 
for articles for sale. 

Among the measures of 
eBay’s success has been its 
market valuation. listed pub- 
licly only last September; it 
now has a market value six 
times that of Sotheby's. 

“With the launch of sothe- 
bys.com, Sotheby’s enters an 
exciting new era”, said Diana 
Brooks, president of Sothe- 
by’s, In New York yesterday. 

She made a nod to the suc- 
cess of eBay, while not men- 


This announcement appears as a matter of record only 


tioning it by name. 

“It is clear that foe Inter- 
net is superbly suited for hold- 
ing auctions,” she remarked. 
The pressure will now be on 
Christie’s, the longtime rival 
of Sotheby’s, similarly to take 
foe cyber plunge. 

An important beneficiary of 
toe At Home deal, meanwhile, 
will be AT&T. 

The giant telephone com- 
pany, which is anxious to har- 
ness the Internet is in foe 
process of acquiring Tele- 
communications Inc, which 
itself has a large share in At 
Home. 

Though it trails Yahoo! 
among foe pioneers of portal 
sites. Excite should none the 
less prove powerful in at- 
tracting new Internet cus- 
tomers. 


December 1998 


Independent Newspapers, PLC 

IR£ 380 , 000,000 


Term Loan Facility 


Arrangers 


Bank of Ireland Corporate Banking BT Alex Brown International 


AIB Capital Markets 
Bankers Trust Company 
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Bank of Ireland 


Irish Intercontinental Bank 
Scotiabank (Ireland) Limited 


Ulster Bank Markets 
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Bankers Trust Company 
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Carlton pays 

$150m for 

film library 


CARLTON, the media group 
run by Michael Green, has 
bought the rights to a clutch of 
'/^television programmes and 
■ films including classic titles 
such as ITumderbirds and The 
Eagle has Landed. 

The rights are part of the 
ITC library, which Carlton 
bou^it from Seagram, the Ca- 
nadian drinks and music group, 
for $i50m yesterday. 

The library, formerly part of 
PolyGram Filmed Entertain- 
ment, indudes more than 300 
films and 5,000 hours of televi- 
sion. It increases the size of 
Carlton's existing portfolio, 
which includes the Carry On 
films and classics such as Brief 
Encounter, by more than 50 per 

cent 

The television library was 
originally built up by Lew 
Grade, the legendary televi- 
sion mogul who created pro- 
grammes such as the The Saint 
for ITV in the 1960s. The films 
^include titles such as The Boys 
from Brazil Sophie’s Choice 
and Farewell My Lovely, star' 
ring Robert Mitchum. 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 

‘The ITC library fits per- 
fectly with our growing collec- 
tion of television programmes 
and films," said Mr Green. “It 
gives Carlton even more to sell 
to the rapidly expanding num- 
ber of channels world- wide. We 
have always believed that con- 
tent is king and the ITC library 
is a jewel in the crown." 

Analysts estimate that ITC 
has annual revenues of ap- 
proximately $30ra and operat- 
ing profits of about $l0m. The 
deal does not include Carlton 
taking on any of PolyGram 's 
sales staff. 

“This has been a long time 
in coming," said one observer. 
“If anything the price is at the 
lower end of what Seagram 
thought it would fetch." In a 
falling market Carlton shares 
dosed down 6p at 536p. 

Carlton wiD be able to use the 
library more efficiently by sell- 
ing it through its existing dis- 
tribution network. The films 
and programmes will also help 
fill Carlton Cinema and Carlton 


Kids, the new channels which 
are available on the ONdigital 
television platform, the pay- 
TV venture jointly owned by 
Carlton and Granada. 

The sale is another step in (he 
break-up of FolyGram’s films di- 
vision - best known for making 
blockbusters such as Fbicr Wed- 
dings and a Funeral and 
TVx^ispotting - after the larger 
PolyGram music business was 
sold to Seagram byPhilips, the 
Dutch electronics giant, last 
year. The Canadian group ini- 
tially wanted to sell the film unit 
as a single division but took it off 
the market after the offers it re- 
ceived were disappointing. 

Seagram has subsequently 
sold other parts of the library 
to MGM, the film studio, for 
$25 0m. However; yesterday's 
deal does not affect PolyGram ’s 
production and distribution 
businesses, which are being in- 
tegrated into Seagram's Uni- 
versal Studios division. 

The deal is expected to be 
completed by the end of March, 
subject to approval from regu- 
lators. 




Robert Mitchum in Farewell My Lovely - part of the ITC Library 


Body Shop revamp to follow profit warning 


BODY SHOP is expected to 
announce a radical overhaul of 
its struggling business next 
week after another profits 
warning yesterday pushed 
.. ‘fares in the “green" cosmet- 
retailer close to an all-time 
low. The warning came as 
Debenhams, the department 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

store group, also reported a cfip 
in sales, although its shares 
rose on relief that it had not 
experienced a Marks & 
Spencer-style “meltdown". 
Body Shop said group tike- 

COMPANY RESULTS 


fbr-like sales in the 10 weeks to 
January were 2 per cent down 
on the same period last year. 
Sales in the UK and US were 6 
per cent and 9 per cent lower 
respectively. The company said 
it would make a further an- 
nouncement next week on the 
management's plans to “re- 
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shape" the company. Analysts 
believe this could include fac- 
tory closures in America and 
significant job losses. 

The Christmas trading 
statement added that although 
group sales to date are 4 per 
cent up on last year, the hill- 
year profit outcome will be 
below market expectations. It 
blamed a shortfall in Christmas 
sales in the UK as well as 
lower wholesale sales to head 
franchisees as they cutback on 
stock levels. Analysts have re- 
duced their forecasts from 
about £32m for the full year to 
about £25 m. 

In the UK, Christmas sales 
were bit by lower sales of sea- 


sonal accessories, although 
Christmas gifts sold well. In foe 
US, Christmas sales were “dis- 
appointing" because of an “in- 
adequate" product offering in a 
highly promotional trading en- 
vironment. Patrick Gouraay, 
chief executive, said the reor- 
ganisation of foe US business 
was continuing, with costs 
being cut and marketing ben- 
efits starting to come through- 

The fresh warning pushed 
Body Shop shares 4p lower to 
85p. They stood at around l50p 
in 1995 when the founders, 
Anita and Gordon Roddick, 
hatched plans to take the com- 
pany private. 

They have since attempted 
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Marston avoids 
bid stalemate 


MARSTON THOMPSON & Ever- 
shed, foe regional brewer, has 
found a way to avoid an era- 

harassing stalemate in foe two- 

way bid battle with its West 
Midlands rival Wolverhampton 
& Dudley. 

In foe offer document to be 
posted to shareholders today, 
Marston is expected to say that 
if W&D's £262m hostile bid suc- 
ceeds, it would withdraw its 
£330rn counterbid. 

The statement clarifies one 
of the main uncertainties 
created by Marston’s decision 
to turn on its suitor with a hos- 
tile offer - foe so-called “Pac- 
Man defence". 

This highly unusual strategy 
leaves open the possiblily that 
both firms could claim victory 
in their respective bids, de- 
claring their offers uncondi- 
tional with more than 50 per 
cent of acceptances. City ob- 


BY FRANCESCO OUEKRERA 

servers believe that such an 
outcome could plunge foe bid 
battle into utter confusion as no 
one would be able to tell whose 
company had control. 

The derision by Marston, fa- 
mous for its Pedigree bitter and 
Pitcher & Piano pubs, to with- 
draw if W&D wins, will be wel- 
comed by foe two companies' 
shareholders, who had been puz- 
zled by the Pac-Man defence. 

The move came as the Office 
of Fhir Trading came under re- 
newed pressure ty W&D to refer 

the Marston bid to the Monopo- 
lies & Mergers Commission. 
W&D claims that Marston’s 
plans to dose W&D's breweries 
in WWverhampton and Hartle- 
pool and to leave foe production 
ofW&D’s Banks's bitter to Bass 
would gjve Bass a dominant po- 
sition in the Midlands. 


to improve their relations with 
foe City, although this has not 
been reflected in foe share 
price. 

Debenhams shares rose by 
10.5p to 350 Up on relief that its 
figures were not as bad as had 
been feared. In foe 20 weeks to 
16 January its sales fell by 2fi 
percent on a same-store basis 
compared with last year, with 
analysts saying the fall was 
respectable given the perfor- 
mance of its rivals. 

Debenhams said the clothing 
market bad been “difficult" but 
that sales of Christmas gifts 
were up by 30 per cent 
Designer merchandise and 
accessories bad also done welL 


in Brief 

Struggling Albert Fisher issues 
fresh profits warning 

ALBERT FISHER, foe struggling food group which replaced 
its chief executive in the autumn, issued another profits 
warning yesterday. It said man agement figures for foe first 
four months of the financial year are “substantially below" 
last year. The company is experiencing difficult trading with 
a “stock overhang" of warm water prawns affecting foe 
seafood operations. Separately, the company has announced 
foe sale of its fisher Quality Foods business to Unigate for 
£43m. Fisher is a supplier of sauces and dressings supplied 
mainly under retailers’ own labels. The proceeds will be used 
to reduce debts. The shares fell 0.75p to 6.5p. 

Yorkshire blocks carpetbagger 

YORKSHIRE Building Society has blocked an attempt by 
Michael Hardern, the carpetbagger, to get elected to its 
board and force it to become a bank. He failed to get the 
required 50 signatures from qualifying members to stand for 
director. A resolution urging the society to distribute free 
shares to members was also found to be invalid. 

Bid for Dagenham acceped 

DAGENHAM MOTORS, Britain’s biggest dedicated fbrd 
dealership, has accepted a long-awaited £28.3m takeover 
offer from Polar foe joint venture between Ford and foe 
Jardine Motors dealership. It represents a premium of 
about 33 per cent on top of Dagenham’s stock market value 
last September, when a potential offer was first announced. 

Telekom profit rises 27 per cent 

DEUTSCHE TELEKOM reported a 27 per cent rise 1998 post- 
tax profit to 2.l5bn euros after halving its losses in overseas 
investments, directory inquiries and telephone equipment 
business. However, sales only rose 3 per cent to 35.6bn euros 
as deregulation and price competition eroded its market 
share in long-distance services. The shares rose 6.9 per 
cent to a record closing high of 37.30 euros. 
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Savings of up to 
50%* for business 
travellers at hotels 
throughout the UK 
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Liverpool' 

Walsall' 


Dover 

Grimsby 

Havant 

Leeds/Selby 

Peterborough 

Portsmouth 

Sheffield 

Stevenage 

York 


Aberdeen 
Ashford 
Basingstoke 
Birmingham 
Birmingham Airport 
Birmingham City 
Brighouse 
Cardiff 
Cardiff City 
Carlisle 
Chester 
Colchester 
Coventry 
Croydon 


• Special winter rates across 
85 hotels 

• Branded restaurants for aH tastes 

* Superior room options at many 
locations 

* Leisure dubs with swimming 
pools at most hotels 


TERMS a CONDITIONS: Prices drawn sie per roan based on one 
night stau, single or double otmpamy fully inclusive of lax and 
sendee. Offer available et feed howls m I$th Febmarf 1999. 


AH reservations subject to availability with a Snared number of rooms 
available ai these promotional rates. Bookings to be made via Central 
Reservations pria id eurfva! ai hole). These offers cannoi be used In 
conjunction with any other offer or special promotion. *50% dfecmmi 
represents savings against rad. rate. Posthousc hotels reseves the 
right to susperai this special offer at any rime without prior notice. 
Any confirmed or guaranteed bookings cancelled after 2pm on day of 
arrival wil be liable to a noo-arriva! charge of the first night’s Mims. 
AS unconfirmed bookings virfJI be released at 2pm on day of arrhfiL 


Derby/Burton 
Edinburgh 
Epping 
Fareham 
Glasgow Erskine 
Gloucester 
Hull 
Ipswich 
Lancaster 
Leeds/Bradford 
Leicester 
Lincoln 
Manchester 
Plymouth 

Rugby/Northampton 
Stoke on Trent 
Swansea 


owiriuuii 

Teesside 

Taunton 

Wakefield 

WamngtoniRuncom 

Washington 

ink put of the fasthowf bmf 


Basildon 

Bexley 

Brentwood 

Bristol 

Cambridge 

Dublin (1R) 

Famborough 

Glasgow City 

Glasgow Airport 

Guildford 

Haydock 

Hemel Hempstead 
High Wycombe 
Hull Marina 


MaidstoneTSevenoaks 
Manchester Airport 
Milton Keynes 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
Norwich 

Nottingham City 

Nottingham/Derby 

Preston 

Reading 

Rochester 

South Mimms 

Southampton 

Southampton/Eastleigh 


LONDON 


Take advantage of our fantastic 
London rate of only £59 
for any of the following hotels. 
Must book before 24ih January. 

Kensington Regent'S Park 

Bloomsbury Hampstead 

Heathrow Gatwidc 


Posthouse 


See your trsv- 


0800 40 40 40 


..re*adta%iuai 
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Bid rumours 
boost House of 
Fraser shares 


Ol SK . 


STOCK MARKET profession- 
als, who should have waxed 
rich on the flow of mega- 
i mergers which have sent 
k shares soaring, concentrated 
on a more mundane deal, 
worth a mere £230m or so. 

They alighted on a story, 
which has simmered for a 
few weeks, that House of 
Fraser’s days of indepen- 
dence were coming to an 
end. 

The department store 
chain's shares climbed 15.5p 
tafter n.5p» to 88p, highest 
since the autumn. 

A venture capitalist bid 
was one guess; another sug- 
gested Shami Ahmed, the 
entrepreneur behind the Joe 
Bioggsjean empire, who has 

already shown interest in 
quoted companies, was the 
predator. 

HoF has the somewhat 
dubious distinction of looking 
a sitting duck for a takeover 
strike, it has a poor trading 
^ record and assets are 
thought to be worth around 
180p a share. 

The shares were floated at 
180p five years ago; they did 
touch 228_5p at one time but 

WEEKS, the engineering 
consultant where interim 
profits fell to £300,000. 
should manage a year’s 
figure of £700,000 (against 
£809,000), believes the 
stockbroker Ellis & 
Partners. The shares 
bump along at a 2.25p low; 
Jhey have been as high as 
yf.Sp since coming to* 
market in 1997. Analyst 
NeQ Badger says the 
shares' poor performance 
is understandable after 
missed expectations but 
he believes the price has 
now fallen too for. 


before the recent rumours 
started to be felt were down 
to 5 Ip. 

The speculators who 
scored with Philip Green’s 
bid for Sears were, perhaps 
not surprisingly, said to be 
chasing HoF shares. The 
fund manager Phillips & 
Drew, active in Mr Green’s 
assault on Sears, has 23J per 
cent of HoF and. as in the 
case of Sears, would dearly 
like to see at least some of 
fthe lost value restored to its 
investment. 

One suggestion was that 
the fund managers were 
m ulling over a bid of lOOp for 
their stake; the price the 
market believes the would-be 
bidder is prepared to offer for 
the rest of the shares. 

HoF was only one sec- 
ond-line share under the 
speculative spotlight Lex 
Service, the vehicle group up 
23.5p to 384.5p, was another. 

The British Aerospace 
£7.7bn Marconi acquisition 
from General Electric Co 
also produced thoughts 
about GEC’s possible 
targets. 

Psion, the band-held com- 
puter maker, was regarded 
as one likely candidate, gain- 
ing 75.75P to 726.5p. Another 
thought to be under possible 
ICEC scrutiny was Racal 
Electronic, 18.5p higher at 
386p. 

BAe’s Marconi deal did 
not go down welL The market 
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took the view it had overpaid 
and also made vital Euro- 
pean defence alliances much 
more difficult to achieve. The 
shares dived 68p to 426.5p. 
GEC did not escape the dis- 
enchantment falling 31 p to 
546.5p. 

Profit-taking was, of 
course, a factor in the re- 
sponse to the Marconi deal, 
and after the sharp gains of 
the last two trading days 
could be blamed for some of 
Footsie’s 96.3 points plunge 
to 6,027.6. 

The slide in Vodafone, off 
102.5p to l,123p. was largely 
due to the games arbi- 
trageurs play. Seaq put vol- 
ume at nearly 82 million 
shares, with arbs selling to 
keep their positions in line. 

Once again market 
turnover was high, nudging 
1.1 billion, as Footsie swung 
between a 14.8 gain and a 
107.5 foil. 

Supporting shares were 
in the doldrums. The mid cap 


share price, pence 
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index fell 29.2 to 4,874.6 and 
the small cap 3.1 to 2,102.9. 

The latest flurry of take- 
over rumours was not con- 
fined to the market 
under-card. P&O, the proud 
shipping line, steamed I4p 
l after 30.5p) to 629p on vague 
bid talk, and Granada, off 
40.5p to l,059.5p. was said to 
be on the verge of another 
strike. The brewer and 
leisure group Whitbread 
was one name in the frame 
but the shares lost 22.5p to 
803p. 

Energis was at one time 
270p higher before settling 
for a 132 jjp gain at i.655p as 
the group emerged as a 
likely candidate for Footsie 
membership. National Grid 
intends to cut its sharehold- 
ing from 75 per cent to 
around 45-49 per cent Once 
its stake goes below 50 per 
cent the telecom group be- 
comes eligible for Footsie 
inclusion. 

The shrinking Grid stake 
will also increase the possi- 
bility of Energis forging al- 
liances with other groups. 

The Grid’s decision to 


Investment 


Somerfield keeps the Kge 
City doubters at bay & a ost 


cash in at least some of its 
Energis chips as telecom 
shares stretch into the 
stratosphere gave its shares 
a modest electrical charge - 
up 17.75pat545.25p. 

Stagecoach, the trans- 
port group, continued to ben- 
efit from its Hong Kong 
Citybus buy, moving ahead 
lOp to 250.25p. 

Debenhams, following an 
encouraging trading state- 
ment. put on 10.5p to 350.5p 
but more gloomy tidings 
from Body Shop produced a 
4p foil tO 85p. 

Boots, hit by BT 
AlexBrown cutting its profits 
forecast by 6 per cent to 
£544m, dropped 43p to 887p. 
City Centre Restaurants, 
reflecting sobering Christ- 
mas trading, fell 5p to 72p. 

Blue Circle Industries 
lost another lOp to 27lp as 
analysts downgraded follow- 
ing meetings with the com- 
pany. It seems profit 
forecasts have been cut by 
around £i0m to £3 15m. 

Diageo, the spirits giant, 
was another under the ana- 
lytical whip. Its shares 
suffered a I2p hiccup to 670p 


ALBRIGHT & WILSON, the 
chemical group which 
returned to the market 
four years ago. edged 
ahead 2p to 63.5p as 
speculation continued 
that a management 
buyout was planned. At 
one time the shares 
topped 200p and were 
riding at 191.5p in the 
spring. The group, like 
others in the chemical 
industry, has found the 
going tough but profits 
are expected to recover to 
£53-5m from last time’s 
depressed £31.7m. 


as HSBC put them on its sell 
list 

Compass, the contract 
caterer, improved 15p to 797p 
with Sutherlands saying buy 
despite the 67 per cent out- 
performance over the past 
year. The sugar group Tate 
& Lyle was sweetened by 
CSFB, up I3p to 392p. 

Media shares continued to 
flutter on the bid interest in 
Mirror, little changed at 
206 .5p. Newsquest rose 16.5p 
to 284.5p and Informa I4p to 
316p. FVeepages, on its In- 
ternet prospects, gained a 
further 2p to 23.75p. 

On-Line’s remarkable 
run continued, with the 
shares, 16.5p at the start of 
last week, jumping 39p to 
I72.5p. There is a growing 
suspicion that the computer 
games group will eventually 
use its share price strength 
to tap the market for cash, 
possibly through a rights 
issue. 

Dagenham Motors moved 
ahead 9.5p to 158p as Polar 
Motoc, a joint company 
formed by Ford and Jardine 
Matheson, produced its bid 
Dagenham is Britain's hugest 
Ford dealer. 

Flextech, the TV group, 
rose 38.5p to 753.5p after 
Merrill Lynch lifted its target 
from 745p to 660p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L01 bffiion 
SEAQ TRADES: 83.479 
GILTS INDEX: 116.13 +0.03 


SOMERFIELD, the supermarket 
group which merged with Kwik 
Save last year, said yesterday 
that the integration of the Kwik 
Save stores was on track and 
[ sales in its Somerfield outlets 
! were encouraging. 

Reporting doubled profits 
i before exceptional items to 
£113.8m in the six months to 
November; the company said it 
had started the conversion of 
the Kwik Save stores to the 
Somerfield format It is also ex- 
panding its petrol forecourt 
deal with Elf to open up to 50 
more stores over the next 18 
months, creating L500 new jobs. 

Somerfield, which walked 
away from a merger with the 
Booker cash and cany chain in 
September; said a Booker deal 
was no longer part of its plans. 
‘It’s not on our radar screens," 
said David Simons, chief exec- 
utive. However; he refused to 
rule out a possible deal at a 
later stage. 

It is deals that have trans- 
formed the Somerfield share 
price since its troubled launch 
on the stock market in August 
1996. The shares soared on the 
bade of the Kwik Save merger 
as the market warmed to the 
potential cost savings and buy- 
ing efficiencies. 

Though the City has been 
sceptical about the company's 
ability to grow sales and keep 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

pace with industry leaders such 
as Tbsco and Asda. US investors, 
in particular, have concentrated 
instead on the company's strong 
cash generation, US investors 
dow account for more th?n a 
third of Somerfield's equity 

Yesterday's figures kept the 
doubters at bay once again, 
though like-for-like sales have 
slowed and the Kwik Save 
stores are being run for c?«;h_ 
like-for-like sales at the Somer- 
field fascia were up by 3.4 per 
cent in the half, but this has 
slowed to 1.7 per cent in the 
eight weeks over Christinas. 

At Kwik Save sales are down 
by 3.1 percent on a same-store 
basis. However; the company 
said it would stop reporting 
like-fbr-like sales for the chain 
as they are no longer a prime 
consideration. It will concentrate 
instead on squeezing profits 
higher ahead of their ultimate 
conversion to Somerfield. 

Ten of the Kwik Save outlets 
have been converted to the 
Somerfield format with a fur- 
ther 53 to change over the next 
four months. The Kwik Save 
head office in Prestatyn has 
been dosed with only 100 of the 
800 workers being offered jobs 
at Somerfield’s Bristol head- 
quarters. 


Market value:£2.1bn. share price 431 -5p (+5 5p) 


Trading record 

96 

97 

98 

97/8 

98/9 



Full year ■ 

V 

— 6 months — , 

Turnover (Etro) 

3.1 

3.2 

3.5 

32 

3.2 

Pre-tax profits (£m} 

92.0 

105 

(11.1) 

60.8 

111.5 

Earnings per share (p) 

29.3 

29.4 

(36) 

15.2 

17.6 

Dividends per share (p) 

- 

10.4 

11.4 

3.8 

4.5 

Sales per square foot 

£. per week 

Share price 

pence 




1 

1 

■{ 

j 

1 

1 

Somerfield 
HI 97/98 

i 

Somerfield 
HI 98/99 



The Food Giant stores have 
already been converted to the 
Kwik Save format But though 
Mr Simons and his teem insist 
the number of store closures 
will remain at 130, analysts be- 
lieve the final number will be 
higher and that other under- 
performers will be dosed. 

The management task of 
integrating nearly 900 Kwik 
Saves with Somerfield’s own 
472-strong portfolio should not 


I I 96 97 98 99 | 

be un ■for-estimated, though 
management has done well so 
for. 

On foil-year forecasts of 
£22 lm the shares - up 5.5p to 
431 5p yesterday - trade on a 
forward rating of 13. Though the 
company has its supporters. 
Paul Smiddy at Credit Lyonnais 
Laing is not impressed. “You 
could bqy Safeway shares at the 
same price with less risk," he 
says. 


Blue Circle fights off Asian fever 


BLUE CIRCLE. the building 
materials group, is meeting 
top analysts to warn them that 
1998 profits will not meet some 
expectations, it emerged yes- 
terday. The veiled profits warn- 
ing caused a sharp slide in the 
company’s share price, which 
shed 7 percent in tiie two days. 

The company's finance 
director. James Loudon, is en- 
gaged in a whirlwind tour of the 
Square Mile to brief 30 brokers 
ahead of the results an- 
nouncement on 29 March. Mr 
Loudon is understood to have 
explained to analysts teat a 
£600m-plus acquisition spree in 
Asia in the second half of 1998 
would hit Blue Circle's earnings 
in 1998 and this year 

In August the group bought 
out its joint venture partner in 
Associated Pan Malaysian Ce- 
ment, Malaysia's leading ce- 


A large sum 
of Monet 

MONET IN the 20th Century", 
which had its press day at the 
Royal Academy in London 
today, is the latest blockbuster 
art exhibition to be sponsored 
by Ernst &Ybung, following 
the accountancy firm's suc- 
cess with “Picasso Sculptor- 
Painter” (1994), “Cezanne" 
(1996) and “Bonnard" (1998). 

And while Monet’s water- 
lilies and views of the Thames 
at the RA form E&Ys biggest 
ever sponsorship, the firm's 
partners also found the cash to 
back a major David Hockney 
exhibition in Paris, opening 
this week. 

So, I asked Nick Land. 
E&Y’s UK chairman, how 
much is all this costing? 

“I hate to think what it aQ 
comes to," Mr Land said. Well 
how about the annual budget for 
arts sponsorship? "I honestly 
don’t foiow - hundreds of thou- 
sands - not into the milli ons — 
a pretty sizeable slug." 

Not the kind of accuracy 


by Francesco Guerrera 

ment producer; for £185m. In 
October it acquired the second- 
largest cement mak er, Kedah, 
for £35lm, followed by a £l35m 
swoop on a number of compa- 
nies in the Philippines. 

A source said: “We are ex- 
plaining fully how our recent 
acquisitions are going to dilute 
earnings in the next couple 
years.” The warning is believed 
to have prompted some ana- 
lysts to consider cutting pre- 
dictions for 1998 earnings by up 
to £l0m to about £3l5m. 

Rumours of the briefings fil- 
tered out on Monday. Blue Cir- 
cle’s shares, which fell out of tee 
FTSE 100 in September; went 
into a spin: the stockyesterday 
closed down lOp at 271p. fol- 
lowing a 10.5p slide on Monday. 

Industry experts said the 
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with figures one would expect 
from a senior accountant 

Wriggling out 

FROM HIGH ART to maggots. 
Ernst’s accountancy rivals at 
Pricewa terho useCoopers are 
concerned by the VATman's 
decision on whether maggots 
sold as live fishing bait from 
vending machines could be 
considered to be food because 
fish eat them, and thus zero- 
rated for VAT purposes. 

Deborah Sharp, a VAT spe- 
cialist at PWC, says it is a 
serious issue: “It is well known 
that food for humans is mostly 
zero-rated. It is perhaps less 
well known that certain animal 
feeding stuffs also benefit from 
this relief from VAT." 


share price, pence 


270- Sin 

2468 1012141618 


company was paying the price 
of increasing its exposure to the 
crisis-ridden Asian economies. 
They said teat although the tur- 
moil in the Fhr East had helped 
Blue Circle buy at bargain 
prices, some of the companies 
bought were in dire financial 




In the event a recent VAT tri- 
bunal concluded that the pur- 
pose of the maggots was not to 
feed the fish, butrather to lure 
them to the fisherman, says Ms 
Sharp. “As a result of the ruling, 
sales of all such maggots will be 
subject to VAX at V7.5 per cent.’' 

Designer label 

HANSON, the building materi- 
als rump left over from Lord 
Hanson’s empire, has been 
buying companies like mad, 
mostly in the US. This has left 
Hanson with a host of US sub- 
sidiaries, all with confusingly 
different names. The company 
has paid half a million pounds 
to the design consultancy 
PaufHey of London to come up 
with a unifying logo. 


condition. Heavy debt burdens 
have been compounded by l 
slump in demand for cement 

anri hpflvy h nriltting mnlprials as 

Asian economies slowed. At 
the interim stage. Blue Cir- 
de’s profits in Malaysia and Sin- 
gapore more than halved as 
cement sales slowed sharply. 

Analysts predict that the 
downturn wiQ deepen in the 
second ha% with the foil in de- 
mand for cement set to widen 
from 26 percent in the second 
half to around 35 per cent. 

Asia’s contribution to group 
finanoAs plummeted in the first 
half and now accounts for just 
over 5 per cent of Blue Circle’s 
£lbn-plus interim turnover and 
4 per cent of its £i42m operat- 
ing profit In 1997, the region 
contributed more than 8 per 
cent of tumoverand 10 per cent 
of operating profit 


The logo consists of a brick 
with two blue dots on it And all 
the new subsidiaries have been 
relabelled “Hanson". No doubt 
shareholders will be delighted 
with this expenditure. 

Off to Boston 

AVINASH PERSAUD, one of 
the highest rated currency an- 
alysts in the City, is leaving his 
job as head of currency re- 
search at JP Morgan (former- 
ly UBS) to go to Boston to 
work for Putnam Investments, 
one of the oldest and largest 
money management firms in 
the US. 

Mr Persaud’s parents hail 
from Barbados, while his 
brother and sister have made 
equally high-profile careers in 
the UK His brother Rqj Per- 
saud is the in-house psychialrist 
on the dally This Morning show 
with Richard on ITV, and 
also does a regular column for 
Cosmopolitan. 

And their sister Sharda fier- 
saud looks after EMU issues in 
the research department at 
Paribas. 


By peter thal Larsen 

SHARES IN Zergo leapt 30 per 
cent yesterday after the sup- 
plier of software that allows 
people to conduct secure In- 
ternet transactions unveiled a 
series of strategic partnerships. 

Zergo is forging closer links 
with Intel, the US computer 
chip giant, while also striktoga 
strategic alliance with Price- 
waterfao useCoopers, the con- 
sultancy firm, to sell its 
products in Europe and the 
Middle East 

The news drove Zergo's 
share price up by 162.5p to 
702.5p. The shares have risen 
more than fourfold since the 
beginning of December on 
hopes that Zergo will cash in on 
the booming market for com- 
merce conducted over the 
Internet 

Last month Zergo merged 
with Baltimore, its Irish rival, 
in a move that made it the 
world’s second-largest suppli- 
er of Internet security soft- 
ware. 

Under the terms of its deal 
with Intel, Zergo will develop 
products to conform with a se- 
curity standard the US group 
has designed. Matthew Bow- 
cock, Zergo's marketing direc- 
tor, said the deal put the 
company in a good position to 
supply software to Intel when 
it releases processors for the 
electronic commerce market. 

The PwC agreement, mean- 
while. will lend the consultan- 
cy group's muscle to Zergo's 
Public Key Infrastructure prod- 
ucts when developing elec- 
tronic commerce solutions. 

Industry observers wel- 
comed the announcements, but 
said they did not immediately 
add a great deal to Zergo’s 
prospects. “In order to crack it 
in this market you have to 
crack it in the United States,” 
said George O'Connor, an ana- 
lyst at Granville, who rates the 
shares a hold. “Our concern is 
that we want to see these guys 
actually g° out and win busi- 
ness in the US.” 

He added that the market in 
the shares seemed frothy after 
yesterday’s rise, which lifts 
Zergo's market value to almost 
£200m. However, he said 
investors were unlikely to pay 
much attention to convention- 
al valuations. “People are buy- 
ing into a concept,” he said. 


Deep trouble 

ONE OF THE songwriting trio 
that brought you hits by Kylie 
Minogue and Rick Astley in the 
1980s is suing London Under- 
ground for up to £20m for al- 
leged property damage. 

Mate Stock fbrmerty of Stock 
Aitken Waterman, claims that 
tunnelling work for the Jubilee 
Line extension has damaged 
(he sound insulation of his stu- 
dio, which sits above the tunnel 
According to The Lawyer mag- 
azine, he is also suing studio de- 
signers Munro Associates for an 
allegedly inadequate design 

Greg Dyke 

YESTERDAY I referred to Greg 
Dyke, a director of Pearson, as 
a former head of Channel 4. Mr 
Dyke is in feet a former direc- 
tor of Channel 4 and a former 
group chief executive of LWT. 

ffyouhaveanyneiosyouvmh, 
to share with “ People and 
Business “ please e-mail 
j.ioiUcock(gmdeperidenLcQ.iik. 
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UK 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
Euro 
Finland 
France 
Germany 2.7903 
Greece 

KT 8 

Italy 
Japan 
Malaysia 
Mexico 17.007 
Netherlands 3.1439 
New Zealand 3.0895 
Norway 12.33J 
Portugal 286.01 
Saucfi Arabia 6.2170 
Singapore 2.7871 
5aumAfricaI0.0I55 

Sweden 11824 
Switzerland 2.2776 
US 1.6568 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Dollar 

Spot 1 month 3 month 

0.6036 0.6041 0.6046 

I. 5656 1.5656 1.565b 

I I. 649 11.047 11.043 

34.737 34.680 34.572 

1.5311 1.5312 1.5313 

6.4050 6.3981 6.3858 

1.1612 1.1631 1.1667 

5.1199 5.1114 5.0957 

5.6435 5.6392 5.6219 

1.6842 1.6814 1.6762 

278.07 279.66 282.22 

7.7480 7.7515 7.7658 

0.6782 1.4770 1,4816 

1667.3 1664.6 1659.5 

113.73 113.26 112.42 

3.7950 30780 4.0050 

1 ?;il76 1.8945 1.8887 

0 5363 1.8654 1.8658 

7 4430 7.4666 7.4875 

172.64 172.35 171.82 

3.7525 3.7585 3.7708 

1 6823 1.6795 T.6753 

6045? 6.1073 6.2156 

143 28 143.04 142.60 

7 7405 7.7296 7.7091 

1 3747 1.3701 1.3622 

1.0000 


3.1360 

3.0878 

12.360 

285.29 

6.2214 

2.7801 

10.1093 

236.77 

12.795 

2.2679 


13.7603 

40.340 

1.7779 

7.4375 

1.0000 

5.9457 

6.5596 

13558 

322.89 

8.997'' 

0.787 

1936.2i 

132.057 

4.4068 

113197 

2.2037 

2.1654 

8.6426 

200.46 

4.3574 

1.9534 

7.0197 

166.386 

8.9883 

1.5964 

1.1617 



Sterling 


Argentina 
Brazil 
China 
Czech Rep 

E « 

Hungary 

.-India 

Indonesia 

kiiwaft 

Nigeria 


13999.5 

0.5022 

157.39 


Oman 

Pa lus tan 

Phllfiplnes 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

South Korea 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turkey 

UAE 


0.6378 

B4.030 

63.288 

5.8409 

6.0297 

38685.1 

1953.6 

53.458 

60.389 

544408 

6.0844 


0.3850 
50.720 
38.200 
3.5255 
3.6395 
23350.0 
11 79 JO 
32.267 
36.450 
326600 
3.6725 


Q/N Marginal .25% 
O/N Facility 2.754 
Repo 3.00% 

Canada 

Prime 6.75% 


Country 3mih dig 

Australia 4.67 0.01 
Belgium 3.02 0,00 
Canada 4.63 0.01 
Euro 3.05 -0.05 
France 3.05 -O.OS 
Germany 3.05 -0.05 
Italy 2.96 0.00 
Japan 028 0.01 
N lands 3.05 -0.05 
Spain 2.90 -0.10 
Sweden 3.61 0.00 
STand 1J4 -0.0' 
UK 5.50 0.00 
US 4.2B ... 


INTEREST RATES 

Discount 

5.25% 

RepolAve) 

3.40% 

Denmark 


Japan 


Discount 

3.50% 

Discount 

0.50% 

US 


Switzerland 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1 00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.00% 

Fed Funds 

4.69% 



Sweden 





BOND YIELDS 


1 yr eftg 

4.67 -0.10 
2.91 0.00 
4.87 0.03 
2.99 -0.03 

2.84 -0.05 
2.99 -0.03 
2.93 000 
0.35 0.01 
2.99 -0.03 

2.85 -0.02 

3.25 0.01 
1 48 0.00 
5.45 0.02 

4.26 


2 yr dig 

4.77 0.02 

3.00 0.01 

4.78 0.02 
2.83 -0.01 
2.91 -0.05 
2.83 0.Q1 

3.01 0.02 

0 56 0.02 
2.94 -0.02 

2 M - 0.02 

3 31 006 

1 54 -0.0 1 

4.81 0.07 
4.59 ... 


Syr dig 

4.92 0.02 
3.42 0.00 
4.B6 0.02 
3.23-0.01 
3.20 0.00 
3.11 0.00 
3.29 -0.01 
1.22 0.08 
3.19-0.01 
3.34-0.02 
3.47 0.03 
1.90-0.01 
4.40 0.03 
4.56 ... 


10 yr dig 

5.14 0.00 

3.92 -0.03 
5.00 0.01 
3.66 -001 

3.76 -0.02 
3.66 -0.01 
3.90 -0.02 

1.93 0.12 

3.77 -0.01 
3.90 -0.03 
4 00 0.05 
2.53 0.0! 
4.30 0.00 
4.68 -0.05 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


OvenlgtK 1 wee* 1 month 3 months 6 months 1 year 
BU Offer BU Offer BU Offer BH Offer Bd Ofta- BM Offer 

Treasury Bflls 5 74 5 .64 5 55 5.50 

LOOft 600 640 6-00 6.00 5.80 5 80 5.60 5.60 5-455.45 

Domestic Depos 7.00HLDO 5J4 581 5 88 6.00 5.72 6.66 5 53 6.47 5.416.34 

E westering Deps 5.81 5.94 588 6.00 5 97 534 5-75 5.69 5.53 5.53 5 385.44 

ESg&leSdrk Ms 5.80 5.70 5.60 5.50 5.35 505 

Sterling CDs 5.90 5 82 5.66 5.58 5.45 5.35 5.325 22 

Eurodollar CDs 4.81 4.83 4 84 

Euro Libor 3.06 3.06 3-07 3.07 3 05 3.05 3-02 3.02 2.99229 


[www.bloomberg.com/uk 
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Contract 


Settlement High 

Low 

Est. floor Open 

volume Interest 

Long GJc 

Mar-99 

119.31 

119.77 

119.04 

39628.00 

105832.00 

5 Yr GHr 

Mar-99 

108.85 




63.00 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

117.43 





Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

11520 

7 15.25 

114.98 

9078.00 

42935.00 

Japan Gout Bd 

Mar-99 

130.02 

130.36 

129.78 

2978.00 


3 MchScertng 

Mar-96 

94.45 

94.55 

94.42 

50676.00 

165986.00 


94 80 

94.92 

94.77 

69047.00 

190006.00 


Feb- 99 

96.98 

97 00 

96 99 

650.00 

1326.00 



97.04 

97.05 

97.03117636.00 

447220.00 

3 MUi Eurolira 

Mar-99 

97.04 

97.05 

97.02 

2078.00 

23*103.00 


Jun-99 

97 17 

9720 

97.16 

604 00 

66381.00 

2 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.33 

99.35 

99.33 

75.00 


3 Mrh Euroswtss 

Mar-99 

98.68 

98.70 

98.63 

13457.00 

81255.00 


Apr-89 

98.57 

98 60 

98.53 

4774.00 

47306.00 

3 Mth Euro Lftw 

Feb-99 

96.98 






Afar- 99 

97.04 




5944.00 

FTSE 100 

Mar-99 

6027.00 

6166.00 

6002.00 

22961.00 

172622 00 

■■■■ 
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■■ 

Sememe* ftte: 6027.60 
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War 

to 

May 

1 Series Call ImpVtal Put Imp Vol 

Call Put 

Call 

Pur Call Put 

5950 262 34 

220 33 

346 324 

426 

395 501 454 

6000 234 33 

241 30 

316 344 

399 

*19 *71 *7* 

6050 205 33 

262 33 

287 365 

372 

443 440 493 

6100 181 32 

289 25 

260 389 

346 

467 410 513 

j| ENERGY AT 5:30PM | [g 

I Brent Crude | S/barrel JGas ofl($/tonne) WT1 CnnJ#[$/barreJ) Products IS/tome) I 

IPE Last* Chg Vfol PE 
Mar 1 1.05 0J623 146 Feb 

□ose Ore 

99.00 7-50 

Vbl NYM 

■asc* 05 

Spot OF NW Eur 

7155 Feb 

12.42 O 

Gasoline 95 117X0 

Ap 11.12 020 7668 Mar 100.25 2.00 3426 Mar 

12.52 0.30 Naphtha 

99.00 

) May 11.13 0.04 2060 to 101 75 !.50 

658 to 

12.57 030 Gastfl 

98.00 




May 

12 70 026 FuelOi (3 5 Vs >62. 50 

1 GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at 

T-30PM P| 

BASEEWT6 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%CHCvn> 

Ws« 1970a lQO 

134.74 

-0.38 

-0.28 

215.26 

-37.41 

Agricultural 1970 

= 100 

17844 

-4.68 

-2.5S 

231.23 

-22 83 

Energy 1933 

1 00 

44.75 

0.73 

1.66 

85.86 

-67.80 

Ind Metals 1977 

= 100 

127.16 

-1.31 

-1.02 

168.79 

-24.66 

Livestock 1970 

■ 100 

156.52 

-1.90 

-1.20 

191.03 

-18.07 

Prec Metals 1973 

■100 

380.67 

-1 .08 

-0.28 

463.54 

-1788 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/toone) 


Copper A 

Lea* 

Nickel 

Tin 

anc 


Cash 

Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

INEwte 

1227.5 

1228 5 

7.00 

1228 

1229 

1 

695225 

1025 

1030 

-3.00 

1056 

1059 

-1 

95060 

1450 

1451 

3.00 

1478 

1479 

4 

607175 

487.5 

488.5 

-4.50 

493 

494 

-4 

106400 

4350 

4360 -45.00 

4420 

4425 

-50 

65268 

5160 

5170 

95.00 

5150 

5160 

90 

7930 

930 

931 

-0.50 

950 

951 

1 

320050 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm fta/S per oz . pm TW£ per o* Coins IS) 

Day’s Year’s _ Day * * l ; s 

“tea teg 3SS1L. dig ^hg 

Pttdnan 353.00-1. 00-23.00 Platinum 212.65 -1.25-17.30 Knig’nwfc 289.82 -614 
Palladium 322.50 5.50 91.50 Palladium 194.30 2.75 S3.00 Sows 72 04 
SHwr 5.13-0.01 -0.64 Silver 3.10 0.00 -051 Nobles 38605 
Gold 2B6.50-0.25 -0.75 Maple Lear 292.95 -13.02 


AGRICULTURAL at s.-dopm 


Cocoa 

UFP£ EApme 

M«99 90B.00 
May99 921.00 
hi 199 938.00 
Vot 0 

white Sugar* 

UFFE Stow 

41*99236.10 
May99 237.40 
Aug99 234.80 
Wot; 0 


Coffee 
LUTE Sftnnne 
Jait991 650.00 
Mar99 1 675.00 
May99 1630.00 
Ifcl: 0 

Freight 
UFFESIOtej* 
Jan99 810.00 
F*99 845 AO 
Mar99 865.00 
VoJ: 0 


Barley 

lifre Ertonne 

Jan99 79.75 
Mar99 80.25 
May99 61.00 
1M; 0 

Wheat 

UFFE 5/ccme 
Jan99 74.00 
Mat99 74.30 
May99 76.00 
UOl: 0 


Potatoes 
LBTES/tome 
Mar99 250.00 
Apc99 308.00 
May99 316.00 
tot 0 

Com* 

CBOT Ctnts/bshl 
Mw99 211.50 
May99 217.75 
74199 223.50 
VOL 0 


Soya Beans* 
CBOT S/5k 
Apf99 524.50 
May99 524.75 
Jwi99 530.00 
Vol; 0 
Ige Potatoes 
AlA S/3311 kg 
Wn99 31.50 
Mu 99 19.35 
May99 32.50 
Vol; 0 


OTHER SPOTS at S :wp« 


FeD Live Came ICME) y40kb 6188 Mar WN[e Maize (SAR 5/100 mr aim 

F* Pork Sdkes ((MElS«*fo 52.50 Jan Rubber ^v/Skte moo 

Mr OrangeJuke (ON) S/I 5k b 98.45 Mar Cboon CTOlSfflOHfc M26 

Dec M* t CSQS/5Qkfe ... Msr Cnstefth, JmySni 2076 00 

Mar oae (CUT) s/5k bsh 10625 Mar Soya 0.1 ESsSkfc al! 

Mar Rax {WOnSflOtn 321.50 Jun Vfco tonVSm W&SoJ 11«W 
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‘Last season I had to show that I could not just be good in a good situation, I could be good in a bad situation 


Ginola finds love at the Lane 



THE 

Brian Viner 

INTERVIEW 


AS EVEN Des Lynam might testify it 
is hard to sit next to David Ginola and 
not feel distressingly uncooL He 
glides into an Italian restaurant near 
the Spurs training ground in un- 
fashionable ChigweQ, Essex, flirts 
briefly with waitress and greets me 
with a crushing handshake. 

He orders a pizza quattro for- 
maggL I follow suit Ginola eats his 
with his fingers, expertly, making a 
neat envelope of each gooey slice. 
I try to do the same. Pretty soon, my 
nhin is a study in molten cheese. 
Ginola remains immaculate, na- 
ture UemenL 

He turns 32 next week yet is play- 
ing better than ever. Against Wim- 
bledon on Saturday, nobody could 
touch him, although four times he 
claimed someone had, and four 
times was denied a penalty. The ver- 
dict on Match Of The Day was that 
Ginola - the divine David - suffers 
badly from the Sarah Bernhardts. 
Trevor Brooking even urged Des 
Lynam to have a word. And Ginola 
might even listen. “He is fantastic, 
on and off TV a great lad, I really 
enjoy him." says Ginola of Lynam. 
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1 My first touch and the 
ball stays at my feet. It 
looks simple, but I work 
20 years to get the ball 
to stick at my feet ' 



On the Internet, there is a Web 
page devoted purely to anagrams of 
David Ginola, and one of them, “O! 
A diving lad," might have been 
coined by the Wimbledon manager 
Joe Kmnear. Just before Saturday's 
kick-off. Kmnear called to the ref- 
eree, pointed at Ginola, and made a 
diving motion. Whatever the rights 
and wrongs of that burst of psycho- 
logical warfare, it showed that Kin- 
near -like every other Premiership 
manager - is scared stiff of the 
Frenchman’s ability to turn a match 
in one dazzling moment 

“But it is getting more difficult for 
me," Ginola, says. “It is no longer one 
player I have to scare off. Now 
there are two or three. So I must find 
a solution.' 1 He smiles. He wants me 
to know it is hard work being a ge- 
nius. 

“Some players, they receive the 
baD and on the first touch it goes one 
or two yards. So they have to fight 
to keep it and people say “My God, 
he is working hard. My first touch 
and the ball stays at my feet It looks 
simple. But I work 20 years to get the 
ball to stick at my feet” 

Of course. But his father was a 
decent amateur player and young 
David had uncommon skill even 
before it was refined at Toulon, 
Racing Paris, Brest Paris St-Ger- 


remains Newcastle’s $4 Premier- 
ship demolition of Manchester Unit- 
ed. But it might never bav^ 

happened if Johan Cruyff had taken 

him from PSG to Barcelona. **I 

talked to Cruyff at his home aftp a 

game of golf with him. Im ag in e. 

When I was a boy Cruyff, with Pla- 
tini was xny idoL And he said he 
wanted me in his squad, but he 
asked me to wait until Hagi was sold. 

I waited and waited and waited. 
Then Newcastle came in and Eric 
[Cantona] had told me it was fan- 
tastic playing in England, so...” 

So Ginola went to Tyneside, but 
fett betrayed when Kevin Keegan left 
shortly after persuading him to 
reject another approach from 
Barcelona, this time from Bobby 
Robson. “I have always had this 
dream of Barcelona, but Keegan said 
‘don’t go' and now he was leaving.” 

He did not hit it off with Keegan's 
successor Kenny Dalglish - “I need 

to be kived, I need affection, Dalglish 

did not even talk to me”- and in July • 
1997 was sold. Absurd as it seenyf ' 
now. only Gerry Francis at Spurs - 
was prepared to meet Newcastle's 
£2m asking price. 

This season, Ginola has been 
playing so well he is an earfy con- 
tender for the Flayer of the Vtear 
award. And yet he dismisses his 
rhancps of getting bade into the 
French team. “It is a young team. I 
don't lliink so.” Obviously be was 
overjoyed, I say, when France won 
the World Cup, but was his happi- 
ness tempered with regret that he 
was not part of the team? That, at 
any rate, is my intended question, 
but Ginola interrupts. 

“What? Overjoyed? No, it waj, 
awful. AwfuL They stole xny dream. 
After file game, I was at the top of the 
stadium with Gary Lineker aid Alty 
McCoist, and I was vety quiet They 
ctM there rasaBBT party hutlwent 


1 My boy is seven. He is 
not bad at footbcdl but he 
is better at golf. I will 
encourage him to be in 
an individual sport 1 


bade to xny hotel and stayed there. 
Everyonewasoutskieeigoyingthem- 
sdves.Iwasmnyr oomw atcfangTl? 
It was awfuL Why? WHY?” 

I have no answer to the consid- 
erable conundrum of why Ginola and 
before him Eric Cantona were 


ditched by France, and I dare nqjfc • 
ier episodes 


Style councillor: David Ginola has been performing so well this season he is already a contender for Player off the Year 


Shaun BotteriW 'Allsport 


main, Newcastle and Tottenham. All 
the same, football very nearly lost 
out to his other boyhood passion, ski- 
ing. “When I was 14 1 had to decide 
between them. I was a very good 
skier Now, 1 am not allowed to do it 
And anyway we don’t get a break in 
the winter It is a shame It is the best 
sort of family holiday.” 

Ah, the family. Ginola's agent, a 
stern Frenchwoman, has warned me 
practically on pain of castration not 
to ask any personal questions. Also, 
I am on no account to mention “ze 
Houllier episode,” a reference to the 
present Liverpool manager who, 
as coach of the French national 
team, made Ginola a scapegoat for 
France's failure to qualify for the 
1994 World Cup. Against Bulgaria, 
you will recall. Ginola gifted the ball 
to Kbstadioov, who scored the goal 


that put France out As it happens, 
it is Ginola himself wfcobrings up “ze 
Houllier episode”. And he needs no 
encouragement to talk about his up- 
bringing. 

He grew up just outside St 
Tbopez, where his grandmother was 
a close friend of Brigitte Bardot Ihe 
Ginolas woe not particularly well off. 
Father worked in a factory making 
torpedoes, mother worked for 
France-Telecom. He misses the 
South of France terribly. “I miss the 
people. I miss the smell of the pine 
trees. I miss living outside. Here, you 
live inside. But it is my decision to 
come here. Nobody pushed me. My 
mother says to me, *how is the 
weather?’ and I say ‘awfuL’ So she 
says, ‘David, you must always keep 
sane sunshine in your mind. And we 
are waiting for you.' They are all 


waiting forme. Fbr the little prince 
to return to his village." 

If the White Hart Lane faithful 
have their way it will be a lengthy 
wait Judging by the roar that greets 
his name when the team is an- 
nounced, Ginola is every inch the 

favourite that Kh~nsmann J fotfi raign p 

and Hoddle were. “That’s true,” 
says NTFs blueeyed boy “But at first 
they were asking a lot of questions. 
I have had to build the love of the 
fans. Last season I had to show that 
I could not just be good in a good sit- 
uation, I could also be good in a bad 
situation.” 

The bad situation has retreated 
now that George Graham has re- 
turned to north London, and Ginola 
is keen to stress how much he and 
the manager respect each other 
When Graham's appointment was 


unveiled, some said Ginola would 
soon be waving adieu. Ginola gives 
a contemptuous, very Gallic “pah.” 
The first thing Graham told him, he 
says, was to ignore such speculation. 

“And now he tells me that in the 
last 30 yards I can do whatever I 
want But he also teaches me this.” 
Ginola clenches a fist “Tb be strong. 
Ib have force. It is important forme 
to know a manager wn fcikp me to 
the top. He can. Christian Gross was 
not strong enough. Also, he was 
alone. He needed people with him 
from his own country. Look at 
Arsene Wenger He has French peo- 
ple everywhere at Highbury.” 

Ginola is on good terms with 
most of Arsenal's French contingent 
- lunch is interrupted while he 
takes a call on his mobile phone from 
Emmanuel Petit's wife. But like 


other sfflflimety gifted footballers, be 
has few soulmates in the game. Con- 
versely there are plenty with whom 
he does not see eye to eye. His en- 
mity with Arsenal's Lee Dixon dates 
back to his days at Paris St-Germain. 
And, as he euphemistically puts it, 
“I do not share the same point of 
view with Alan Shearer” 

When Spurs played Newcastle 
and Shearer folded Ginola, “I got up 
and told him he was too great a 
player to have to do that” Needless 
to say, the backhanded compliment 
was not graciously received. “Alan 
gets veiy frustrated when he doesn’t 
score, when he doesn't get so many 
balls,” adds Ginola “He will kick out 
It wasn’t me on purpose.” 

Ginola, of course, was once the 
toast of St James* Park: himself and 
his sweetest footballing memory 


bring up ze Houllier episod 
Instead, I ask whether he will stay 
in football when he retires as a play- 
er He has, after all other job options, 
as an anti-landmines campaigner a 
model for EOreal shampoo, not to 
mention broadcasting. There is a 
long pause, “I don't know. I don’t 
think I will be a manager: I don’t 
t hink I wiD be able to compromise 
with players. But you never know. I 
have had some film scripts. I have 
had one from [the great Spanish 
director] Almodovar. So maybe I wtB 
try that 

“You know, my boy is seven. He 
is not bad at football but he is bet- 
ter at golf I will encourage him to 
be in an individual sport That way, 
you wm as yourself you lose as your- 
self. With my mentality it would have 
been better forme.” Ginola shrugs. 
“In France against Bulgaria, there 
were 11 of us playing but it was my 




-V 




fault” I sqy that I was told not tof 1 

HeV 


mention France v Bulgaria. He’ 
smiles. “It is OK now,” he says. 


The lady doth 
protest too much 


SPORTS LETTERS 


Sir: I read with incredulity Ms Sue 
Donato’s letter about the “crisis” at 
Crystal Palace (13 January). The 
Eagles are a dub with a notoriously 
fickle following who realistically 
cannot hope to support a premier- 
ship side on their attendances. As for 
her comment about being “long 
suffering”, long suffering is sup- 
porting Brighton or Hull City or any 
one of a dozen dubs struggling to 
survive in the lower reaches of the 
FbotbaQ League. 

Clubs such as Palace cannot 
hope to hang on to genuinely good 
players although how Jansen can be 
described as such after only half a 
season in the top flight is beyond me. 
£4m for a player who hasn’t played 
international football, and is hardly 
setting the First Division alight this 
season, is a vastly inflated figure and 
Palace were well advised to take the 
money and run. As they (fid with 
Wright, Armstrong and Southgate 
before him. 

It is precisely this sort of unedu- 
cated fan that forces dubs such as 
Palace to get “ideas above their sta- 
tion” and leads them into financial 
difficulties. Lombardo, Padovano 


Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London El 4 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 
or e-mail to sport^independent.co.uk E-maii correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and darity 


Never mind 2000, 
let’s turn clock back 

Sir. I believe feat almost all fee 

V . + M .m _ 


and Brolin spring to mind as sign- 
ings that cannot be sustained by a 
small dub such as this. 

NJ BALDWIN 
Brighton 


Spin doctors from 
the upper house 


X>irty teams should 
play short-handed 


Sir If football’s powers feat be are 
genuinely determined to stamp out 
foul play, the solution seems ample. 

If a team has a player suspend- 
ed fora game then it should have to 
play that game with 10 players. If it 
has two players suspended, it should 
turn out with nine players and so on. 

Managers would soon learn to 
plare a premium on players who can 
play the game AND keep it dean. A 
side benefit for the fans mi ght be to 
see an ll-man Middlesbrough or 
Derby side have a dean game 
against a seven-man Arsenal Could 
be fan. 

HUGH CRONIN, 

Ystradmeurig, Dyfed 


Sir. We should have sent a bevy of 
Law Lords over to Australia to su- 
pervise fee recent Ashes series. 
Every time the coin came down on 
a side feat looked unfavourable to 
England, they could have asked for 
a re-spin. When at last it looked 
promising they could have asked for 
play to commence. If still it looked 
as if we might lose, they could have 
asked for fee umpire’s finger to be 
chopped off 
PETER PORTEOUS, 

Chichester, West Sussex. 


Chaos would follow 
from OFT victory 


Sin I refer to your Leader “Football 
will win if we defeat this cartel" (12 
January). The direct consequence 
of year preferred outcome to the Of- 
fice of Fair Trading case would be 


contractual chaos followed by a 
BSkyB league of a dozen selected 
teams and the demise of the Fbot- 
bafl Association. You think there 
would be every opportunity then to 
redistribute broadcasting income? 

The sport’s governing bodies are 
exactly the right entities to negotiate 
broadcasting deals for fee sport be- 
cause individual dubs have noprod- 
uct to sell except their team shirts and 
mugs. The “product” is football 
matches in the contest of league and 
cup competitions, in fee context of 
promotions, relegations and trophies. 

Individual teams’ popularity 
would not survive long out of this 
context; they would quickly go the 
way of fee Harlem Globetrotters. If 
you are worried about the domi- 
nance of rich dubs, you should per- 
haps ask Manchester United fans 
what they care about most - the fact 
that they are the richest dub in fee 
country, or the fact that their trophy 
cabinet is bare. 
pkf.lty 

Burton-in-Rendal, Cumbria. 


TV would gain from 
club-by-club deals 


Sin to the current case involving fee 
OFT and the Premier League I am 
inclined to side wife fee Sports 
Minister; Tbny Banks, and fee Foot- 
ball Task Fbrce led by David Mellon 
They claim that the OFT may upset 
a beneficial arrangement if it rules 
against the current contracts be- 
tween the Premier League and TV 
companies. They could be right but 
Fm afraid feat either way it win be 
the ordinary fans who lose out, as 
usual, and the TV companies will 
win. 

Time was when football matches 
werepfayed on Saturday afternoons, 
weekday evenings and the occasion- 
al Bank Holiday; fans packed on to 
crowded terraces. Now all-seater 


its (fifficutt to get match tickets -even 

ifyou can afford them -and fens have 
to suffer erratic scheduling for the 
benefit of TV I am a season ticket 


holder and attend home League fix* 
tores at Anfield. But although I can 
obtain a ticket for fee Cup tie betweoi 

Manchester United and Liverpool this 
weekend I cannot go because it is on 
a Sunday - at 12 noon. 

Victory for the OFT win mean for 
flier confusion, farther disruption of 
match-scheduling and the intro- 
duction of Pay-per-view TV (which 
seems inevitable aqywqy). I can't af- 
ford Sty and although I enjoy watch- 
ing a match in the pub, where the 
atmosphere is often like that on the 
terraces of old, Pay-per-view wffl far- 
ther reduce this opportunity. The 
loyal fans seem to be the last peo- 
ple to be considered today and fee 
football moguls are not the only ones 

to get ft wrong. The recent enthrone- 
ment of fee new Bishop of Liverpool 
was scheduled on a Saturday after- 
noon at 3pm. In Liverpool, in Ttoot- 

feat the Church is equally out of 
touch with reality 
REV GRAHAM BEARDSLEY 
Holy Spirit Vicarage. Liverpool 


decade - the Premier League, fee 
Taylor Report, Sty - have been for 
the worse. While I have nothing 
against the players making more 
money; it seems that fee mare money 
poured Into fee game, fee lower the 
quality of the product we get in re- 
~ n - I’ would like to turn the dock 
“SSt? todays of bigger crowds 



marktaha 

London 


Good lack to Smith 

Sir Whata delight to see Steve Smith 
back in training after his injury (14 §• 

most field afe^his^ 
hard work and dedication go largely 
unrecoenispri J 



53EKS 

Otympus m Sydney wffl reward all 
fas years of hid work. 

GERARD HUNT 

Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire. 
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Cricket: Authorities are desperately slow to act as a region’s premier sport hurtles towards terminal decline 




Time running out for W Indies 
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by Tony cozier 

in Johannesburg 

THE chickens - and, in light 
of the recent surrenders, it is 
not an inappropriate analogy - 
have come home to roost for 
west Indies cricket 

The signposts along the way 
to the humiliation of the 5-0 
whitewash in South Africa were 
plentiful and distinct Yet the 
• J West Indies Cricket Board, its 
members fearful of upsetting 
their own insular constituencies 
and divided among themselves, 
took no heed of them. 

After the fifth Test defeat on 
Monday, the captain, Brian 
Lara, blamed, among other 
things, the lowering standards 
of domestic cricket Ln the 
Caribbean. But they are cer- 
tainly no lower than in New 
Zealand, Sri Lanka -or Zim- 
babwe and cannot possibly ex- 
plain why a team including 
Lara himself; a record-breaking 
batsman of rare gifts, Carl 
Hooper, a quality all-rounder of 
great experience, Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul, the left-hander 
with a Test batting average of 
over 40, and two great fast 
bowlers, Courtney Walsh and 
Curtly Ambrose, with over 700 
■ Test wldkets between them, 
V . should have been so thoroughly 
■-> trounced in their last eight 
. Ttests overseas - three in P&k- 
. istan late in 1997 and now five 
here. 

* The more credible reason is 
the blatant lack of discipline 
that has been allowed to go 
unchecked and has become 
deep-rooted in the team and its 
performances. How quickly, 
and effectively, the Board deals 
with it will determine how 
quickly the West Indies can re- 
cover from the psychological 
blows it has taken over the past 
four years. 

v That means making diffi- 
cult decisions, about the struc- 
ture of the team, about star 
players who have repeatedly 
performed below their best 
and, not least, about whether 
Lara, so frequently the centre 
of controversy and disciplinary 
action, is the leader the situa- 
tion demands. 

Time is short The Aus- 
tralians, even stronger and 
more unforgiving than the 
South Africans, arrive in the 
Caribbean in a month's fane for 
a series for four Tests and 
seven one-day internationals. 
Another ddbade, on home soil, 
would further undermine a 
cherished institution already 
losing some of its passionate 
popularity in the Caribbean. 

It is finding stiff competition 
as football, with role models like 
.Owigfat Yorke and Jamaica’s 
'^'Reggae Boyz", gets stronger, 
as American sport infiltrates 
through the omnipresent satel- 
lite television and as tradition- 
al lifestyles become more 
sophisticated 

Hansie Cronje, the tri- 
umphant South African captain, 
parity credited his team’s re- 
vival after their upsetting loss 
in England last summer tn the 
strong and swift action of their 
Board who called in the team 
and “let us know it was time us 
players realised the responsi- 
bility of wearing the green and 
gold of your country... for they 
felt there were times that we 
really could have done a little 
bit better " 

The West Indian boot was on 
the other foot It was the play- 



Kdley Jacobs leaves the field as South Africa’s Jacques Kaffis (right! and HerscfaeDe Gibbs celebrate sending West Indies to their first 5-0 Test series defeat on Monday AFP 


ers who summoned the Board 
to Heathrow Airport in No- 
vember where they flexed their 
muscles with their demands 
that placed this politically sig- 
nificant tour in jeopardy. The 
up&hot was that they asserted 
their own control here every- 
where but on the field. 

Throughout the series, it 
was obvious they had not 
trained as bard as they should 
and that, as with Andy Roberts 
before him, Malcolm Marshall's 
advice as coach was being ig- 
nored. Several of the players 
were dearly overweight, the 
fielding bore no comparison to 
the brilliant South Africans and 
the indiscipline was reflected in 
poor shot selection, bowling 
repeatedly too short for the 
conditions and a clutch of 
schoolbqyish run-outs. 

Such developments should 
come as no surprise. As for 
back as 2992, well before the 
West Indies’ proud record of 15 
invincible years was ended, 
Malcolm Marshall, still one of 
the finest fast bowlers in the 
game, quit prematurely. He 
could sense the coming danger 


and warned in a newspaper in- ' advice and ' revealed that He 
terview: “Everything seems to -'actaafly had to cajole the team 
be going down the drain. There to take the field after a break in 


is no respect no manners.” 

His assertion was clear from 
the behaviour of several of the 
most prominent players. Yet 
when tee coach of the time, the 
former captain Rohan Kanhai, 
reported to the Board that 
some had no respect for him 
and had verbally abused him in 


play in attest against Australia. 

The upheavals within the 
team in England in 1995, when 
Lara, even then coveting the 
captaincy, mounted an unsuc- 
cessful campaign against then 
captain, Richie Richardson, 
and left the team in a huff and 
in the World Cup the following 


lowing the Board's rejection of 
tiie selectors' recommendation 
that the incumbent Walsb 
should be replaced as captain 
by the Trinidadian Lara, the 
Trinidad and Tobago Board, 
one of its affiliate members, 
charged that there was “a cal- 
culated plot to tarnish the 
image and international repu- 
tation using Brian’s past indis- 
cretions as the basis for sowing 


It Is finding stiff competition as football, with role models like Dwight 
Yorke and Jamaica's 1 Reggae Boyz’, gets stronger, as American sport 
infiltrates and as traditional lifestyles become more sophisticated 


public on a tour of New 
Zealand, it was Kanhai who was 
fired, not the offenders. 

He was replaced by Andy 
Roberts, the great fast bowler 
in teams in which pride and dis- 
cipline were the watchwords. 

He was appalled by what he 
inherited. He publicly com- 
plained of players with “attitude 
problems”, asserted that the 
fast bowlers paid no need to his 


year when Richardson even- 
tually resigned underpressure 
and the hapless Roberts was 
sacked as coach, were further 
clues that the cancer was 
spreading. 

It obviously needed urgent 
surgery but the Board did noth- 
ing. Instead, it was divided by 
internal squabbling. 

At the height of another un- 
dermining ftirore last year fbl- 


the seeds of destruction” and 
said it would “stand in defence 
of its captain, national hero 
and its world-class performer”. 

The Board president, Pat 
Rousseau, a Jamaican busi- 
nessman with no cricketing 
background, came to office on 
a wave of expectation in 1996, 
heading a “new dispensation”, 
promising dynamic change. It 
has proved a disaster 


It has been embarrassed 
by one administrative fiasco 
after another, causing it a loss 
of public respect and confi- 
dence. It recalled Clive Lloyd, 
the universally respected cap- 
tain of the invincibles of the 
1980s, as manager but gave him 
terms of reference that have 
left his talents underutilised 
and openly frustrated that he 
has not been allowed to be 
more involved. 

Its efforts to improve its re- 
lations with the players, main- 
ly through a US$150,000 
(£90,000) grant to the formation 
of a permanent players' asso- 
ciation headquarters, have been 
shattered by recent events. 

The region’s governments 
have paid only lip-service to 
much-needed financial support 
for a sport that has become in- 
creasingly more professional 
and more costly to administer. 

And, bowing to public pres- 
sure, the WICB appointed to 
positions of leadership, Lara 
and Hooper, the two players 
with the longest disciplinary 
records against the names. It 
was a peculiar way of dealing 


with an fundamental problem 
of indiscipline. 

In short. West Indies crick- 
et is in turmoil 

Lara claims there are no al- 
ternatives to those who have 
played under him here and it 
cannot be denied that there is 
not the available talent that al- 
lowed the West Indies to field 
separate, and successful 
teams for Tests as well as for 
Kerry Packer and the debarred 
South Africans in the late 1970s 
and mid 1980s. 

But the A team, under the 
strong leadership of experi- 
enced fast bowler Ian Bishop, 
won its series over its Indian 
counterpart in India six weeks 
ago and the solitary individual 
success in South Africa has 
been the wicketkeeper Ridley 
Jacobs, at 31 on his first tour 
and with no previous experi- 
ence outside the Caribbean. 

That should be something 
for the Board to chew on when 
it considers the shaky future of 
a sport that has been so en- 
riched by West Indian excel- 
lence and is now devalued by its 
sorry decline. 


Caribbean 
laments 
fall of its 
heroes 


By Craig Cozier 
in B arbados 

THE WEST INDIES press lam- 
basted their beleaguered crick- 
et team the day after South 
Africa formalised a 5-0 series 
sweep with a35l-run trouncing 
at Centurion on Monday. 

“Whitewash!!!” screamed 
tbe banner beadline on tbe 
back page of the Daily Ob- 
server of Jamaica. “Whitelasb” 
cried the Daily Nation of Bar- 
bados on its front page yester- 
day, despite the presence of a 
general election the next day. 
The Barbados Advocate also 
preferred the Brian Lara’s 
team’s demise to coverage of 
the election. “SA bury West In- 
dies" and “Worst drubbing in 70 
years” were emblazoned across 
its front page. Its editorial car- 
ried the headline “Utter dis- 
grace” and “Time to dean tbe 
stables” and was strong in con- 
tent. “The fault does not lie with 
[captain] Brian Lara alone. . . It 
takes more than the wrong- 
headedness of this prima donna 
to sink Wtest Indies to their first 
ever 0-5 whitewash, a worse de- 
feat than when we first entered 
the Ttest arena.” 

“Tbo many players went to 
South Africa with abad attitude.” 
the effitorial stated, referring to 
the players' strike in November 
which threatened the tour. 
“Maximum productivity is al- 
ways unlikely in an atmosphere 
of flagrant hostihtybetween em- 
ployee and employer.*’ 

In Trinidad, the effect was 
similar. “Disunity bowled us 
out” contended the Daily Ex- 
press on its front page, while the 
Guardian was more sympa- 
thetic with “Windies white- 
washed” on the back. The 
Guardian, though, carried 
some depressing sentiments 
from David Rudder, the com- 
poser and performer of the 
now famous West Indies crick- 
et anthem “Rally Round The 
West Indies". Rudder a fervent 
cricket fan, expressed fear for 
the future of the region's team 
in a column titled “What Now, 
West Indies?" 

“I remember [Clivel Lloyd's 
team with Viv Richards getting 
the same kind of treatment as 
Lara’s team after losing to the 
Australians 5-1 in 1975-76,” said 
Rudder “After that series, the 
West Indian team said toever 
again', and we dominated crick- 
et for the next 20 years. What is 
scary about now is that the 
substance of the Caribbean 
man is so diminished. I don’t 
know if these youngsters have 
ever said “never again’.” 

Tbe Express editorial also 
found little hope for the future. 
“What, then, can be done to pre- 
vent an ODI encore?" it asked, 
under the headline “Between 
rock bottom and a harder 
place”. Its answer “Short of 
finding a Viagra-like jmD that will 
restore lost prowess overnight, 
the answer; sadly, is nothing. 

“And waiting for them is not 
some healing retreat high iq} in 
the Blue Mountains or on tbe 
beach at Blanchisseuse but 
four more taxing Ttests and 
seven onerous ODIs against 
Mark Taylor's world champions. 

It is enough to tempt stronger 
men than captain Lara to retire 
to the mountain top.” 
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Cairns blasts century in 75 balls 


CHRIS CAIRNS hammered the 
fifth fastest one-day century in 
history to guide New Zealand 
tn an em phati c 70-run win over 
India in Christchurch. 

Cairns, after surviving a 
caught behind appeal on 51, hit 
115 and helped New Zealand to 
300 for 8 off their 50 overs. 
India cr ash ed from a promising 
start to 230 all out in 45.3 overs 
and the oneway series finished 
at 2-2. 

Playing in his 100th one-day 
.match in front of 15,000 people, 
Cairns hit his second Iimited- 


BY PHIL MCINTYRE 
in Christchurch 

overs century in 75 balls and 99 
minutes and it included five 
fours and six axes. 

“I got a great reception 
when I came to the wicket and 
it was great to repay them,” 
said Cairns. “It was nqy day out 
there and rm glad to have 
taken advantage of it 1 got on 
a roll out there and I got to 97 
and I thought I would try and 
milk it and get the ton.” 

When he was finally dis- 


missed, Cairns had played tbe 
significant part in New Zealand 
scoring 121 off the last 10 overs. 
He was fortunate to escape 
being given out caught behind 
on 51 to what appeared a clear 
edge off the medium pacer 

Buhm Sin g h f rttp Tnrfian rapfewn ) 

Moha mma d Azharuddin, re- 
acted by throwing the bail into 
the ground and the Indians (fid 
not applaud ins hundred or 
when he left the field. Cairns had 
another let-off when dropped on 
75 by Nikhil Chopra but after 
that went on the rampage. 


The fastest one-day hun- 
dred belongs to Pakistan’s 
Shahid Alfridi, who took 37 
balls against Sri Lanka in 
Nairobi in 1996-97. 

India momentarily threat- 
ened New Zealand's total when 
their openers Saurav Ganguly 
and Ajay Jadeja added 50 in 47 
balls. But when Ganguly was 
out for 60 in 50 balls, tbe run- 
rate slowed and wickets fell at 
regular intervals. 

Azharuddin gave his side a 
glimmer of hope in the middle 
erf tbe innings with a fine knock 


of 63, but be was unable to find 
the boundary on enough occa- 
sions. When Azharuddin was 
seventh out for 63 with India's 
total on 202 the innings disin- 
tegrated. 

The medium pace bowler 
Chris Harris was chief benefi- 
ciary in the dosing overs, pick- 
ing up three late wickets to end 
with 4 for 40 off 9 .3 overs. 

FIFTH ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL 
(Chrtstchnrdil Nov Zealand 300-8 (SO 
overs. CL Calms TI5. R G Twose 63. 
hKta 230 (43.5 overs. S C Ganguly 60: 
C Harris *-40). 

RESUIXHm Zealand win try TO 
runs. Sartas laaal 2-2. 


Tension mounts as India 
awaits visit of Pakistan 


England A seek bowling improvement 


ENGLAND A need to find a 
quick answer to their pace 
bowling problems when they 
fake pn MafrfaQftflknd 1° Harare 
tod^y in tbe first fotmdhy match 
their tour of Zimbabwe and 
^ffouth Africa. 

Metoyn Betts has yet to take 
the field after the tourists’ first 
two one-day games because of 
a groin Injury, but tbe perfor- 
mance of the other four has 
caused some concern. 

Jason Lewxy did take 3 for 
32 from his 10 overs in the vic- 
tory over a Country Districts XI 


but Darren Thomas never 
found his rhyth m , going for 51 
from eight overs although he 
did take the first wicket of the 
tour 

There were 13 wides and two 
no-balls during the District's in- 
nings, while the second game, 
against an Academy XI, saw 
more wayward bowling from 
England and another 13 wides 


abandoned because of a storm. 

This lime the perpetrators 
were Paul Hutchison and Steve 
Harmison. Hutchison only con- 


ceded five runs off the bat but 
his five erratic overs still cost 
16 while Harmison’s three 
overs cost 23. 

Preparation has not been 
ideal for the quick bowlers as 
net sessions have been dis- 
rupted by the wet weather. . 

furthermore, both Hutchi- 
son and Harmison have been 
suffering from stiff backs, while 
the pitches have not favoured 
pace bowling, being under- 
standably soft after aflthe rain. 

The captain, Michael Vhugfa- 
an, said: “We’ve got a few sore 


backs and hopefully they’ll re- 
cover quite quickly. I think the 
seamers need a bitmore bowl- 
ing in the middle, like the bats- 
men, but the spinners have 
had a good bowL” 

Vaughan has looked the part 
as captain so fac exuding an air 
of quiet authority handling the 
side well in the field and play- 
ing two important innings. 

But the opposition aver the 
next four days will be strong Led 
try Test captain Alistair Camp- 
bell the bothers Grant and 
Andy Flower are in his team, as 


are Murray Goodwin and the 
Nottinghamshire and gmbabwe 
leg-spinner Raul Strang. 

England A will wait to select 
their 2d until they know the 
state of the pitch and to assess 
any outstanding injury doubts. 

Betts is close to fitness and 
it is possible that the tourists 
could go for five bowlers, with 
Graeme Swann at six and wick- 
etkeeper Chris Read batting at 
seven. Whoever misses out in 
this match will play in the next 
one, against the President's 
XI in Kwekwe. 


INDIAN POLICE have arrested 
14 people and are making {dans 
to take over cricket stadiums as 
part of extraordinary security 
measures for the Pakistani na- 
tional side’s first tour of India for 
more than a decade, it was re- 
ported yesterday. 

Seven activists arrested on 
Monday night were affiliated 
with tiie Hindu far-right Shiv 
Sena party and worked with a 
private airline at New Delhi air- 
port, where the Pakistani team 
is scheduled to arrive tomorrow, 
the Press Trtist of India news 
agency quoted police as saying. 
A further seven people were ar- 
rested after throwing bottles 
and riinutmganti - Rifeiftbmi slo- 
gans outside the Ftekistan em- 
bassy in New Delhi yesterday. 

Pakistan are scheduled to 
play two Ttest matches in India, 
at Madras, begnning on 28 Jan- 
uary and New Delhi, starting on 
4 Jtebcuaiy A spokesman far the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India said the tour would still go 
ahead despite protests by Hindu 
militants. But the BCCI has de- 
rided to move its headquarters 
from Bombay where suspected 
Hindu natiomtists r ansackB ri its 


office on Monday. The head- 
quarters are to be moved to Cal- 
cutta, on the other ride of the 

country in West Bengal 

Shiv Sena objects to any at- 
tempt to improve relations be- 
tween India and Pakistan while 
the latter supports insurgency 
in tbe disputed Himalayan ter- 
ritory of Kashmir: which cur- 
rently belongs to India. The 
official Pakistani line on the 
issue is that it only prorides 
moral and diplomatic support 
to Muslim militants fighting 
for Kashmiri independence. 

The political tension has 
prevented tbe Indian and Pak- 
istani cricket teams from play- 
ing one another; and although 
they met in - and jointly staged 
- the 1995 World Cup, they 
have notconiesteda Test series 
in either country since Pakistan 
toured India in 1987, when the 
visitors won the series 1-0. 

While the visit of the Pakistani 
(riebrt team is the suigert of con- 
siderable debate, there are plen- 
ty of people determined not to 
allow the tour to be sabotaged fay 
right-wing activists. An opposi- 
tion partylegislator has been on 
a hunger strike in Bombay de- 


manding tbe arrest of those 

who vandalised the BCCI offices, 
while yesterday, there were also 
street protests in the city against 

the attack. “Watching cricket is 
our democratic right,” demon- 
strators chanted. 

In Bombay Shiv Sena denied 

responsibility for the BCCI at- 
tack “Vfe condemn the incident. 
When we do something we 
admit it; wheat we haven't, why 
should we?” Raj Thackeray a 

leading party figure, said. 

Bui Shiv Sena has admitted 


tied out on tfa 


have discove 


charge of sa 

iwviv •Crvvt nftiA 


istan. Tbe ft 
fought three i 
decades sin 
from the Bri 
to dispute t 
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General 


leads out 


Williams 



recruits 


THE NORMAL interest in the 
performance of a decent horse 
having its first run for a new 
trainer will be redoubled in 
spades this weekend if the 
weather allows the hurdler 
Bettor and the chaser General 
Wolfe to appear. Both are 
among the long-term entries for 
high-profile races, the Cham- 
pion Hurdle and Grand Na- 
tional respectively; And both are 
now under the care of Venetia 
Williams, who is not exactly 
noted for causing the form of 
new recruits to deteriorate. 

General Wolfe is due to run 
in the Peter Marsh Chase at 
Haydock, which he won last 
year before bowing out for the 
rest of the season with an 
injured tendon. Formerly with 
now-retired Tim Fbrster, the 
io-year-old is owned by Warning 
Line Racing, whose colours 
have been carried so nobly 
recently by his celebrated sta- 
blemate Teeton Mill Williams 
said of the chestnut: “He’s had 
a year off to let time do its thing 
and the leg seems fine. But well 
know more after he runs.” 

Immediate plans for Bellatoi; 
redirected from Toby Balding's 
yard by his owner, Peter 
Richardson, last month, are 
less definite as the six-year-old 
is in at Kelso on Fridayand the 
Lanzarote Hurdle at Kempton 
and the Champion Hurdle Trial 
at Haydock on Saturday. “We 
really haven't decided yet,” 
Williams said, “we’ll see what’s 
likely to be on and what else is 
iikely to be running where. 
Perhaps Haydock. it's a £25,000 
race and French Holly will 
probably be in Ireland." 

Bella ton disappointing when 
a distant fifth behind Dato Star 
and French Holly in the Fight- 
ing Filth at Newcastle in 
November, was a smart per- 
former last season, winning a 


LI NG FI ELD 

Gomg Standard 
12J0: 16I handeapj 

1. ANOTHER NIGHTMARE _T wafams 5-1 

2. Tachycardia N Carlisle 15-1 

3. Ivor's Dead J P Spencer 11-2 

Also: 52 ter Squre Come. 13-2 Dsncng Jack 
(6th|. 8-1 Cameo (5tti). 12-1 Pearly Queen, 
Sound The Trumpet (4th), 33-1 Hafoert. 

9 ran. 1 7.-, 1 7*. V.. V*. 1 'h. (winner bay mare 
by Treasure Kay out o< Csrenge, teamed by 
D Barker at ftcfreond for GM EngtnoemgL 
Tote: wm ES30: places £1.20. £350. £120 
DF £3830 CSF: £6653. Trteast £37828 


1.20 (7f 3yo apprentices' handcap 

1. THQ1S E L LES APoIS 23-1 

2. Perchancer P Goode 8-1 

3. Misprint S Carson 12-1 

Also; >00-30 tav Gtastortwry. 7-2 FWde. 
4-1 Diamond Geezer <5Ui). 9-1 JdaS Cot- 
tage. 12-1 f*ghtingale, 14-1 Prrne Surprise 
(4th), 20-1 Lost Spirit (6th). 

10 ran. '/», 5 2 V«. Yh, 2 (winner toy coir 
Dy Etmaatnul out at Ce ire, trained by H 
Spicer at Spalding for J Purcell). Tote: wm 
£6830: places £860, £180. £530. DF: 
£232.70 CSF: £157.79 Tricast n7533l 
MR: Birmingham Breeze. 


130: fim 3yo sefeng stakes) 

1. ANNIE APPLE Dane OTteti 4-1 

2. Golden Syrup J Quinn 5-4 fav 

3. Nicholes Mistress — J P Spencer 8-1 
Also: 7-1 Sam SSpper (6th), 14-1 Marco’s 
PaL 20-1 Ptiytazzo (4th), Superbob (5th). 
7 ran. 8 5 1V-. IV*. 3 (winner chestnut Oty 
by PotarciO out at An Quo, trained by fl Han- 
non a: East Everlaic^i tor □ Algol Tbte: win 
£520: places £24Q £150 DR £110 CSF: ODQ 
Winner sdd to Mrs Elamtwrg for BOOOgns 

2-20 (im 4f claiming stakes) 

1. BANBURY J Gotobed 4-1 

2. Noukari T G McLaughRn 7-4 fav 

3. Mystagogue R Smtti 3-1 

Also: 6-1 Pmce Danzig (4th), 12-1 Sum- 
msrhfl Special (5th). 20-1 Dublin River, 
Qnzbouig (6th). 40-1 Defrna 

6 ran. 4. 8 Si 17 (winner bay boras by 
Sifter Haw* out of Sugar HoSow. trained by 
C Dwyer at Newmarket for Cedar Lodge 
Syndcate). Toto: win £490; places £2.70, 
JM.1Q ttltt DF; £860 CSF: £M2S 


230 (ten 2t handcap) 

1. BANK ON HIM J Qulrm 8-1 

2. Mae Danse F Norton 11-1 

8 Byzantium ■ — ... W Ryan 4-1 
Also: 9-4 fav Phftstar (6th). 9-2 Bhabut* 
6-1 Bold Orients. W-1 Orsay (4th). 33-1 
Den tarda (Btti). 

8 ran. 8 IV*. A 3'/*. 'h. (winner boy gelding 
by E/maamri out of Fadfter Flower, trailed 
by 0 l Moore at Brighton for Alan House 
Partnership). Tata: win EJW. pieces £150, 
£2.70. CV«. DF: £3850 CSF: £82flaTrtcast 
£38802 Tnfecta; £28060 NR: White Ffetos. 


3 30: (61 handicap} 

1. BAPTISMAL ROCK Quinn 11-10 t»v 

SL Half Tone DamO'NeBS-l 

3. Frederic* Jemea W Ryai 9-2 

Also: 7-1 Rppas Ride (4th). 8-1 Airfare 
Dancer (6th), 'E-1 AragrwepB^.Jodmefa 
7 ran. 4, 'A. 3 'h. a % fwtenarc/wanufgeld- 
kig by BaBed Rock out a/FfaitBrFmm Heav- 
en. trained Dy A Newcombe at Bametapte 
lor M Patel) Tot*: win £230; places SMKX 
£190 OF; £380 CSF: £070. THcast £1700 
NRs; HurgB Lady. Tariffed TlmaG (7-1| 
withdrawn not untfer orders. Rule 4 deduc- 
tion to board price? ooly, iQp to the pour'd 


3 JO: (2m handicap) 

1. ROYAL ROULETTE — A Clark 7-2 far 

2 Sheriff -A Culane 4-1 

3. Harflc M Wlgham 9-1 

Alua: 9-2 PWosophta (fith). 5-1 Operatic, 
6-1 Par arise Navy (5th). 8-1 teusatea (4th). 
16-1 l/e De Ubrate. Quiet Arch. 

9 ran. 5. 27i, 0 hd, 2 (tmner chestnut mare 
£>y Risk Mb out at Plfocem Uy. traned by 
Miss B Sanders at Epsom for Mrs PJ 
Sfiewl Tobr. wto £6JXr. pfc«K. £L2D. £190 
£220 DF: E242Q CSF: £1744. 


Jackpot Not won. Pool of £iQ32&76 car- 
ried forward <0 Wowwliampten today. 
Place pot £74.10 .QuadpoC £8X1 
Place 8; £9387. Place 5: C«ua 


SOUTHWELL - abandoned 


By Sue Montgomery 


valuable handicap at Ain tree 
after unseating at the last in the 
Champion Hurdle. This year he 
is also among the entries for the 
Stayers' Hurdle, as is another 
dodgy-legged newcomer to the 
stable. Potty Road, winner of 
the 1995 Sun Alliance Hurdle for 
David Nicholson, but unraced 
for almost two years. 

A third Aramstone inmate, 
Laciy Rebecca, attracted more 
support at the head of the Stay- 
eys' Hurdle market yesterday. 
The mare, already three times 
a winner at Cheltenham, is 
scheduled to return to her hap- 
piest hunting ground for the 
CJeeve Hurdle in 10 days' time. 

Happy Change, one of 
Williams's trio of Champion 
Hurdle entries (the other is the 
ex-French Flat stayer Stret- 
arez, who won the Group Three 
Ormonde Stakes at Chester in 
May shortly after his arrival at 
his new home) was the subject 
yesterday of a gamble for the 
race with William HHL The firm 
reported “an avalanche of 
cash" which swept the ex- 
German five-year-old’s price 
from 50-1 to 25-1. Ladbrokes cut 
him to the same price from 40-1. 

The possible perspicacity of 
his supporters may be mis- 
placed, however. Happy 
Change, who chased Borgia 
home in the German Derby two 
3 -ears ago and won a 1 0 -furlong 
Group Three event at Baden- 
Baden last yean has yet to 
jump a hurdle in public. “He 
seems a nice horse and will be 
running within the next 
month,” his trainer said, “but 
he'li also be entered in the 
Supreme Novices' Hurdle.’' 

Williams. 38, is in only her 
fourth season with a training li- 
cence, but although she in not 
in any shape or form a self-pub- 


Nightmar e conditions: Another Nightmare (sheepskin noseband, light) wins the opener on Ungfield’s rain-lashed track yesterday 


Julian Herbert! AEsport 


Lingfield too risky Princeful’s career in jeopardy 


she has noUnaraged to keep Lingnela too nsKy 

her talent hidden and as a re- , - -- . 

for Nicholls’ Breeze 

“I can assure anyone that I 

have not gone out and touted for THE TRAINER David NichoDs The clerk of the course, I 


have not gone out and touted for 
these horses,” she said, “but if 
the phone rings I have to pick 
it up.” 

Her 60-box yard near Kings 
Caple, in rural Herefordshire, 
is stuffed to bursting point, but 
she has no plans for expansion, 
presumably on the grounds 
that larger numbers would 
compromise her ability to get 
to know each individual, and its 
scope and limitations, inside 
out Her testament is a strike- 
rate runaingat ova: 30 per c«)L 

Those owners looking for 
sight of a box of stardust may 
be disappointed. “Wien new 
horses come to us we just feed 
them and exercise them," 
Williams said. Yes, and Picas- 
so had paint in his pot and just 
put it on the canvas. 


yesterday withdrew Banning- 
Ham Breeze from his intended 
engagement at lingfield, com- 
plaining that the all-weather 
track was “dangerous”. 

Nicholls, who brought two 
runners from his North York- 
shire base on a n ear-500 mfle 
round trip, said: “The ground 
staff here were working all 
night through heavy rain to 
ensure racing went ahead, but 
In places the sand has washed 
away and you are down to the 
base, winch is just like concrete. 

“In my jockey days I would 
not have ridden on it It is dan- 
gerous and I would have gone 
home. As a handler I have got 
to look after my horses and I 
think there is a chance of lame- 
ness out there.” 


The clerk of the course, Fer- 
gus Cameron, inspected the 
course after NIcholls’s com- 
plaint, but deemed that racing 
should go ahead 


Wolverhampton 2.40 ^ 


ftMtH KM frl IM 


tt.1 in r . 1 1M 1M 


Random Kfad- «.« 151 U-- 
Bwfc tt-i V. 29-1 -4-1 

DrenoprfFtone g. i 251 254 251 «-l 
JiateanHaht 25-1 25-1 25-1 25-1 251 
sac* a ifjSBr3e atX paces r, 2 $ 

CC3*HVtt*lLa±rtKSart¥Tee 


JENNY PITMAN was vester- 
day no znore than “hop^iT that 
Princeful, the top staying hur- 
dler and the trainer's great 
hope for the 2000 Cheltenham 
Gold Cup, will ever race again. 

AnX-rayexammahonhasre- 
vealed that (he gelding fractured 
the pedal bane in his left hind fog 
when brought down on his first 
run over fences on Monday. 
The trainer who initially thought 
the gelding bad only sprained a 
joint, said: “The prognosis fora 
return to racing, while we are 
hopeful, must be guarded 

“A plaster cast has been 
placed over the foot in order to 
stabilise the fracture and re- 
duce movement of the foot and 
pastern to a minimum. We have 
taken advice from Dr Redden 
[a specialist in treating leg in- 
juries in htnses] in America and 
PrmcefuTs X-rays have been 
faxed to him.” 


A fractured pedal bone is a 
potentially career-ending in- 
jury and caused the retirement 
of the three-times Gold Cap 
winner Aride in 1968. 

Pitman had Hi gh hopes that 
Princefid^ would win her theMfi- 


fUCHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Baron De Pkhon 
(Wolverhampton 4.10) 
NB: River Bay 
(Huntingdon 330) 


lennium Gold Cup and had 
even altered Mm far this year’s 
Blue Riband before he had 
jumped a fence in public. 

Richard Dunwoody, who ag- 
gravated a neck injury in 
Princeful's fall- plans to return 
to race-riding at Ascot on Friday. 

Hopes of staging an eight' 
race card that day faded with 
each drop of rain falling at the 


Berkshire track yesterday. 
P lans have been made to run a 
card of five chases, indudfagfbe 
rescheduled Victor Chandler 
Chase, if the rain foils to relent 
Fallowing the abandonment 
of yesterday’s Southwell meet- 
ing and today's Newton Abbot 
card, prospects for the re- 
sumption of turf racing rest 
with Huntingdon, which is sub- 
ject to a 7-30am inspection. 

■ Gatflax, who seta record for 
a jumper when purchased for 
200,000gns at Doncaster in Oc- 
tober; is to revert to hurdling 
after a disappointing fencing 
debut at Wetherby last month 
(Xi his first nm for Arafy TlzrndL 
It was later reported that toe 
gekfing had broken a blood ves- 
sel. He has been entered in toe 
Champion Hurdle and toe Stay- 
ers' Hurdle at the Cheltenham 
festival but is more likely to 
contest toe County Hurdle. 


Huntingdon 


1.30 Sir Lunchalot 
2.00 River Dawn 

2.30 Castle Owen 


HYPERION 

3.00 Hawaiian Youth 
3.30 Yankie Lord 

4.00 Springfield Scally 


PRECAUTIONARY INSPECTION: 7.30m 

GOING: Soft 

■ Right-hand, level cam Run-m 200yds. 

■ Course is at junction of At and A504. Station (service from London. Ktngis Cross) 
w ADMISSION: Members D3; Paddock £10 (OAP members a> Diamond Club, and 
Students, half-price); Course £5 CAR PARK; Free. 

FWE^EAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: K BaAoy 18 wins from 64 rimers (214%) G Hubbard IB-74 (215%) 
Mrs M Revetoy U-37 (378%) J Gifford 14-75 087%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; R Dunwoody 21 wtofrpm 81 ridafi 093%) M A RtzgaraM 17- 
86 (198%) P Hide 15-<W (234%) N Wltamon 14-73 (192%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 231 wine from 523 rides (success rate 442%) 

BUNKBtS) 1 si TIME: None LONG DISTANCE RUNNER: Night Fighter (130) serf 207 ndas 


-B d actaad- 

0ETT1KG: 55 CoKarfiaft IM River Dam. 7-1 Sr Semual, 14-1 Rowe** River, TM My Warta, 

20-1 Ur Psfcupp. Grind Canyon, 40-1 GaQailUMd 

S9B Organ ReaM 9 d 4 M Ererran ^.1 (0 Bpnnan) 3 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

CoUer Bay; Never baked Bee reefng in bont-runreng Nipper Reed when 2nd at New- 
bury (2mlt heavy) last tma. Jmped imO enough and probably needs farther nawa- 
days thougn »s never won beyond 2m11 orer hurdtas 

My Warrior Made al to wm pnr 2tn3f at Asca (soft) r Octobet but puled up on his 
nort 2 outhgs; induing the race won by Mpper Reed as Newbury this month 
Grand Canyon: Won maiden hdipoint-to-pont si Gowrsn Park (yiettng) r March and 
2nd in a novice hunfe here (2 1 /im good) ki October, but has dnee been puled up r 
both outings aver fences 

GaBenl Lord: Ughdy raced over hufdtes In Bis country but won once from 3 outage in 
Irish point-to-points in «95 Looks out of fw depth and has not rut far J5 months 
Mr Pericupp: 'feted off when refusing at the last on his chastog debut at Easter C/vn 
soft) In fovembec Irish maiden poiit-to-point wmer at Listomf (soft in Aprt, but fe> on 


his other outing between the Hags 
River Dawn: IMxid have won on ho hurtfflng debut last season If he had not crashed 
though the wing of the last RghL First run Icr Simon Sherwood whan’/* length 2nd to 
yiage King on his chasing bow at Cheltenham (2’fan. good) in October. Good chance 
despite ho it -week absence 

Rowa'a Rhrer Weak in the market (3-1 to 7-1) whan puled up on his first appearance 
under Rules at Tbwoaster (PMn soft) last month Won once (maiden) from 4 outngs in 
Irish point-topoinis at Nena^i (soft) h May Looks up eipinst It here 
Sir Samuel: Behnd whan fel 5 out on Iks chashg debut at Kempton (3m. soft) In No- 
vemboc Backed from 5-T to 5-2 when wnwig his arty start in Msh potnt-tt^posits (maid- 
en) at Balysteen (good] to May 

VERDICT! Cotter Bay seems loSnd two mlesfiadsquafe these days and had to be rfd- 
den along tram Dree out when just snatching second place behind tipper Bred at Newbuy 
lest tinaDis is a big step up In trip and he may not possess tea scope over fences teat 
Rtvsi DAWN appears to haw There was a let to Be about In first eftort over fences when 
second to WageWng at Cheltenh am in October on Ms first eutwg far Steion Sherwood 


H on I PUSSY PIE BIRTHDAY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
LL^rJ £3,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2^34 

I fl BRYNKIR (4S) (The 06 Fanragrshipl 0 Uiray Brtih 9 tt 5 AKqm 

3 04 CATOAD CYMraj (IB) (Mrs R Bora) R Evans 5 n 5 OMcfttelp) 

3 FU GEMSTONE (FB) (20) (Ms D Haile) Us D Hans fin 5 JCUtety 

4 8 GET WE POW (1^ (R LHaton) S Gcings 5 fl 5 -OGrifetfrer 

5 JEAN PtBVE (FGO) (P □ BuTHtq J Saks 6 11 5 MARzganld 

6 61 KJNG COOL (1815) (Ms J Martn) K Bafey H h 5 NWBsnaan 

7 HNGSASSQfBtf (f%)(TteEKRtwpeMo!) JGSmyfe-Qsbeuw 711 5-.W Menton 

B 0 KOMA3Tfl(30) (Mre D Buita) Mi« DBuferS 05 Mr H Hsnkey (7) 

9 RADOMSKO (FAS) (JsSel Al Racing) J PUman 7 fl 5 .BRxton 

D RISteOLD (P10B) tOnsos ■} Mrs A E Johracn 5 Tl 5 SDusdr 

II IPO- SmUWCHAimp^mpandcmPWnaR^PRII^^ J (Maim 

C P TALK OF A NOSE (M) (G HUbbeid) G Hdtbaid B 11 5 C Honour (7) 

-O DD VARNBHMG DAY (41) (Ms J In/ra) Mss 2 Dsrittn 7 11 5 Cltauda 

14 T DUOWSW (]2) (D) (P Santos 5 H George) N Thttn-Damre 4 IDB, — CUemOyn 

6 P MyLOSrLOVE(11)(AHoBtoM)rtti) AHotngsiHTlh4 1)7 Gan Lyons 

« 06 NIGHT FIGHTER (GEH) (5) (N ttcori) N htason 4 V 7 HOBrerG) 

17 52 BOW BELLS (12) (J jaseph] J Joseph « D 2 JGoUstehp) 

-17 decked - 

BETTING: IM DdomU, 94! Sir Lmcfaakit. 114 Ttedonsfco, 8-1 Bryokii, 12-1 Bow BaBs, 14-1 
King Cool, 151 RheinboftL Carfsd Cymru, Kings Assembly; Jean Ptarre, 20-1 others 
1998: Dawn Leader 7 it It CUwreiynM far (J QW) Gran 

FORM GUIDE 

BrynklR AVwnner over an to February Made haadwsy to hare every chance before 
treating ttroutfi Ihe wing ol tea Wrd last on his hunfeng bow at Uteester tat monte 
Carted Cymru: No form on the Hat but better effort on 2nd oudng over hudtes wtwi 


4th at Uttooter (3m. sofq test urns. Breerfing suggests ha wl struggle to stey 2m 
Gamatone: Maiden on the Flat in France and has tiled to flrish to both marts orer hur- 
dtea Shovwd promise at Wbrarick test month even though he was beaten when bM> 
demg and unseating Iks rider tt the final fight 


Get the Pokit Maiden on the FJet and started 25-1 on Ns lumping debut at Catterick 

(2m, soft) but ran an anoouzgng race to Hnfeh 61h of 8 to Unfarm 

Jean Planw: Dtsappolnting makten handtoqppBr when trained by Jeff Peace Finished 


I3te ol % behnd DanchigJJone on first outing for new yard a Soutewel (kn3i) last mente 
rang Coot ftomMng appearance when SBi cf 21 behtod Down Leader to a Wtarcester bumper 
(2m, gff) to 1996. but ink seen sinca Rotated to fen Pku, » looks more of a chaser 
Kings Assembly: Handcapper at around 1'Avn on tee Fite and last success was over 
9t at Nottingham in 89& Mqr be teawng ft a btt late to embark on a hurting career 
Kornasta: Wbn once on tee nsd pi) and sakl for only 2DOOgn3 s lha Newmarict Au- 
tumn Sates feted rdf on hfe hurting debut at Vlfanirick (2m, last month 
RadOmsko: One-time useful partonner on the Rat n Ireland (won over kn at the CUr- 
ragh as a 3yo) Last ran when 7th of 8 (bin 22 lengths) behtod Ambassador at Nad Al 
Sheba (kn2t tf cap ted) to Feb 1997 

RheMtold: Malden wmer at Museatourgh (kn, g/s) to teSZ for Tin Qharington. Raced 
twice from 9 outings Iasi season and first run far new ywd 

Sir Limohalob Unplaced in both outlng9 over hundfes last seasorv but won a burtoar 


te fewcas te r (2m. g/T) at ~fe w cester In te97 and comas kom a statte natuming to farm 
feft Of A Nose: Lost touch ften the 4th and was tated off when puled up before 2 out 
on hs debut at Ltogfield (2m heavy) 2 weeks ago toexperience against hen 
VamiaWng Day: Won over 7f as a 2yo (trainee) by Peter Chappio-HyamJ, but no sign of 
abity to 2 outnge ova hurdles 

Iknewski: impressive wmer «ji Ns debut at fewoester (an. heavy) by 3* lengths from 
Bow Bate Otis month. Wan a weak race and though ha has plenty or scope may be one 
to oppose unda a penalty 

My Lost Low: Maiden on tha Hat and add out of Mark Johnstone yad far 4200ms h 
March. Puled 141 on tfe hunSng debut at Warwick (2m, soft) this month 
ffigM Fighter Won orer 71 in Germany as a 2ya Prwnttr® first rui when WitaSm- 
ply ©fted at Vlfethaby C2m. soft) last month but was outpaced 3 out when ah to Ftoeewod 
at Mussakxrgh (2m g/s) late weak 

Bow BeDa: Marten Ha handcappar and sold for just t200(yis at Newmartet Auturm 
Seles. Beaten 2* lengths by Dmowaid at fewceeter (am, heavy) this month 

VERDICT: OmowsW wS be 3 Sheri price ate outing home by 24 tengtrs erhteru 1 - 
dhg txw on heavy gnuid at feweastei But Ks task there mbs made easier Hhm the favourite 
trsestad his rider et tee ceccnd UMy to «art at short odds, there ttm be better vedueto 
SIR UINCHALOT.FaUVifaObsrS yard has Wt farm recently and Sr Unchatot showed a rice 

tun of foot to wn a bumper on Iks only start n Q97. 


lOGfl] WOODHURST HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 64,000 
added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £3,248 

1 21 P2P OLD ROUVEL (USA) (60) (CO) |kbs R D CoweI) d Murray SmUi B II (I. ..D Gtebahor 

2 435-11 CA5TIE OWEN (S) 9*0) (Lod Vtefey) □ Nbhcfeoi 7 II 2 — R Thornton 

3 0ff5P ALLEZ WJNS (Z^ (Mra C Hatuy) N Henderson Dim N A Fitzgerald 

4 21-226 II0LS1M (42) (MSSrnVi) lifts P9y6«e WKarstoo 

5 00560 CUWESVIAN f54) (M BartaW C t>*nw 7 H 2- VSnWh 

6 62P22 BBStE BROWNE (1^ (C0)(BF) {GhkitedlGmihQd 7 HO AMeotera 

7 P420B- raiROf (453) (Ms E M BDUsgrte-nyne) Ms M JonB3 6 to 0 UHktesrda 

6 2MB3- DMU(U8«)|^(I^^JHugite)1Llk*toreadeeo Gary lyom 

— 8 dsdmd- 

MMmw n wsfchc 10a Tata taxScap tmighos: BcM 9st 9B>. OumasiBib. 

STTMQ: 11-10 Csstle Often, 92 Mofaun, M Bastes Broww, 9-1 QU fknvte, 1Z-1 Dsru, 14-1 

Ate wpw. CWreswsn, 20-1 Belrte 

®98: Lucia Rarfe 7 11 9 M fl Wtedey (3) 4-1 {K BMa^ V ton 

FORM GUIDE 

Old RoinraL- tofenmakfen hums over C&D (good) late ssaaon Ranasttsamethtogamss 
when pded up before 2 out at A3cat 0m> to November and looks too high to tee weig hts 
Cattle Own Wbn at Lutiow pmst g/s) last month and Mowed HJ off a lOto hi^ier 
mark owrC&D (soft) Raiasd another BBx but may sM be ahead of the handtoapper 
AKaz VH^ns: One-Wns usafU Ranch hurtles but deurlorteing and Ison a "6b lowrer 
mark than when winning at Warwick p'Am, good) to 199ft Lost touch after the 7tti when 
puBsd up at Kempton pmSL soft) last month 

Motsum-. Disappointing tin at Lacssw p'Am sofl) last merth. off 5to tower mark 

than when End to World Express there (2mst soft) in ftovwrber and stable to good farm 
C lte re «— cVtan at Gattsrick print goorfl last season, but has changed steblB3 twice stoos 
then. I3lh of 17 beHnd TBy on first nn tor now yard at Cabanck (3miL good) last morrih 
Bessie Browne: Led untt aftBr 3 out whan 3rd to Cstete Owen on her seasonal cfebut 
over C&D (soft) tote month, but Is only Sb better in lor V lengths. C&D wtonor (good) 
tost season and scops tor ■ppRNement 

Btebxii: Rebuts from a W-month tayoff and yet to wto on pound worse than good First 
nr far new yard (previously with Mark Tompkns) and without tee vfcor/bMars he wore 
to 4 ol Mb 5 ouiir<p fast season. Stable have not had a Jurpptrsj wlmer to tl weeks 
Dane CAO win net (g/s) last season (now 9fo higher) but has not bean out since fin- 
ishtog 3rd of 9 behind Many Masquerade at UtttratV soft) to April 

VERDICT: CASTLE OWEN woUd not wav tel overnight dteugs as heavy ground proved 
a problem Hte season. He copad with soft going here on Sndng Dw whan he led on tea tot 
two out and soon drew etoar to wto by e tongte. Angtear fib Me to tee handteap may not 
be MWEfre aptost some iMrekut pertotmers and several who lack a recant oufing, 


O on' TETWORTH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £3,000 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £2,600 

1 35 SJJ SHPLEAflm«EI 1 C( 6 ) nax 5 £SilCEK 3 afcyTi 120 HWBamsonH 

2 TrVP WlflGELXBJDpS) PF) 5r/s in SeS S Swrraod 7 li 7 GBnChf 

3 33?32 CiWARRA BOt |19) iTiVs U Karycn Hsrien) E L James 11 n Q JRKavangta 

4 RIVER BAY (aq(D)^wr«cdfia=rg|\fesHKnEktBlCB AMagufreB 

5 54.?-* CAPTAIN WAITER (B4) ,TV = Stra J Gfcl 9 B7 TJ Murphy 

6 2Z&? ANOTHER COURSE pD) (D) pis C Mann) C Mann 71 *)D UisCJMsm | 

7 JREU PAYS OF THUTOBt (18) (C) (n/JCOte) UsSOdte h 1IJ0 JCifloty 

2 F4342- CRANE HILL (261) Ftod hsmSaril 5 Earia 9 00 C Maude B 

9 PP3I8 LTTTLE ROWLEY (51) (D);jAJtfd) Mss ZDausonV BO JMsges 

-Bdedtred- 

UnmmmiaK'iOsL True t&ricap a&gas: Aroher Coutse 9st 131b. Bays Of Ponder &Cnno HB 

flsnoa.uupftwfeyasza 

BETTING: 54 Riwv Bay. 4-1 Ynftfe Lord, 51 Another Course, 51 Smph Aridmstlc, 19-1 Crane 
HB, 12-1 Carana Boy, Captato WaBei, im othan 
1988- Netspity 9 13 6 W tiarstsn 4-1 (Ws P SyJ B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Staple Arithmetic: Potentially useful and far n lengths 3rd to Brother Of toe owrQ'D 
r Non but early casualty r 2 outings ranee {bintered flrte tone latest) and laciig stiff 
task at wagtas tor -novice 

Yankie Lwrt Naas wimer ta Arthur Moore In 1996/97. Wat-backed favourite at Here- 
ford (2m3f hc^i good to soft! on Bra outtog atoca but taled off when pulled up 3 out 

Obvkwdy writ thought at and may be worth another chance 

C«mrra Boy: Rwrrwrty wnart tojrdter but teas effectrve over fences and on skte since 

btg Keep Me In Mind at Eaerer 15 months ago. feted off on raappsarwee 

Rhrer Bay: knproued Bret 1st tone Unkere when 5 lengths 2nd Ot to to Caititai RJe at 

Warwick (2m4f heap, g/s) Every chance oft 2to higher in vwafcsr race 

Captain Walter: Unplaced al 7 starts, and fettle n^wjvementwhan tatod oH 4(h cf 6 to 

Nwdonoa Pmce at CheitEnham (2m now good) 

Another Course: Whhout a win snee W95 and pobabiy Battered by latest nk 2nd of 5 

to John Dtunw at Fontwel (2m3I amal heap, heavy) Iran out of handcart Should make 

the shaken txit ririor^ overweight could be a preUan 

Days 01 Thundac Wimer from Tllb higher to 1996 but of the past 

Crane WH: 10 plaongs «n 23 starts without wto and usualy let down by jpmpng Fair 2- 

langth 2nd to Beyond Our Ftoaeh at Tbwcsster (2m heap gfe) to May but ktog absence 

to overcome, although yard had flisMinw wtornr at Sancfown recondy 

Little Rowtey: Wfncanton novee chase winner in May ’97 feled off n Fbhsstone nov 

hda to Nov. only outing since Market probably the best guide 

VERDICT. The Vferwfck second ol RIVER BAY stands out ire a baaxm among a mass 
tetfcappreiting efforts by her nvah Prumtod tea bWrera have the same effect, she tewufo 
add to her Market Risen novice «wi n November. Simple Arithmetic is capable of taking a 
taito rttfejwrping holds ur but a more Bcsly danger Is Ykrikte Lord, whose moket sup- 
port Iasi Ume e iitekaly to haw been utaly atehout toindteiorL 


The IntaBasingfy competitive point- 
to-point orctit is having a bigger 
impact on jump racing under rules 
than wer Ttis new weekly column 
aims to peipcwit future hunter 
chase wrrare and horses who, Bob j 
Teeton P»W, the Gold Cup favourite: j 

may go on to even better things. 


COTTENHAM (10 Jan) 


The Auctioneer docked a smart 
time whan vrtnring the Members. 
LoacSng at the third fence, he was 
left dear when Dream Packet - who 
won at Hgham subsequently - tell 
four out and puled sway to score 
by 30 lengths from Native Venture. 
Larry’s Lord put in an impressiva 
performance to wto the Lacies 
Open by c lengths. Always promt- l 
nant, he led at the sixth-last fence 
and forged dear (torn three out to 
beat Roberty Lea easily. 


00] OFFORD NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
— — J £3,000 added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £2,682 

mm SPffiNGFTHD SCAUX (13) (Lks M A Hbl) S Gcfings 6 TT D MAFtogwted 

S3M/2 SUPRStE TROOXJOYTE (20) (The Togs) C Motock 7 11 5 Mr R ffwiftete (S) 

SOfPS- KNOCKAROO ps?) (AAndersm) OWWaB ir 4 Iterate 

08=83/ FABULOUS IfTDTD (FI49) p Baatopear) M Ushw a N 3 LHmey 

-SSOPa ONTHEBOfi. (17) (P Bpiroj 0 Curby fl 11 2_ -JP^nS 

4«aa NOHHANBY ROAD (KZ) (32) (N H Clw) G McCourt 8 10 13 __M<»wr® 

22«43 HnQWRQl pd) (Mss J M Steer) fl Wbottocuse S 09 BHsrdte 

P5W WHtSPSWG COURT (2^ (Carr Jastara PShp 2} A Umef 9 U 9 MGrimwe) 

MB33 ffiS30US6LANDpO)UWBto) jRdwngeo? JGokfeteki« 

M000 KARADEra (IQ (MsJGafon) HHcBrsheadS 06 GnyLyoS 


LARKHILL (16 Jan) 
Stag Fight, coming back from a 
lay-oft trotted up by a distance in 
the Mens Open Leading five out, 
he coasted home from As Du Tre- 
fle si a decent time. 

Chasing The ' Bride docked the 
fastest lime of the day h (he Con- 
fined. Held up, he stayed on w efi 
from five out and qtickened to lead 
at the last and go on to score by 
four lengths from Mister One. 


0PPO4- LANG WHANG (301) {Wra N 0O*tojr) IftsA J 0c»tjy8~o"l ~.. 

/WFP MAGICLAMP(39)(M3jlrvTe| MssZDarturi9 DO Ctete 


HIGHAM (16 Jen) 
Orchestral Suite jmped realy wel 
en route to victory by a cSstancs 
in the Mens Open. Leading at 
halfway, he was dear five out and 
won in a canter from Lucas Court. 


O 3WQ9 THE NH1 PS) ^fiog Periitos) A Ktesiwy B 11 D IZZ-.Jjl Wttnwon 

— 13 dodfftti ■■ 

MWnwniKfotorlCU True MntBcap moghce: Unto Nad (tot /TBi 

BETnNG:2-l SprtogfitedSctetyM OnMiOfl, 51 S^jraraTnwtoctttE, 51 HfctMnc 51 Pttdoua 
lltaod. 12-1 Nonwoby Rrwd, WhtopartoB CteM. WTte 
vat Dare 9 to 9 Gay Lynns 51 (R HoButeafi) B ran 


Lades Open. Always deputing 

the lead, he sprinted dear from lha 
second last tor an easy XHength 
success over Vfsiow Spring^ 


ftfll HUNTINGDON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
1 — .1 added 3m Penalty Value £3,248 

2P«2 C01iiafB«Y(lB)(WESMJOU9nb 

■P21PP KY WARRIOR (IB) (Ifta 0 Vtorstofi) M Cotpbn 11 Tl O 

S1PJP* BALLAKT LORD f49^(IR (P J Aten) M3 L Jenel 11 tl 4 

214PP GRAND CAHVON (87) (5) (Ms H rito) p Ecdre 6 11 4 

Fl-fl |KPBtKIiPP{61)(D)(lfrBUKeegHn!lxr(J'Iwia871 4, 

ZD4P- 3 Rh/BtDAWN pS) (ltetSEtoa£todi]SStmood7tl 4 

34PHP B0WE^RJYBt(46| (D) ^JPamaE) K^tey71l 4 

If 9R&AM(IEL(77Hn(Mst-Aga4KBAy6it4 


E) £4,000 


TJ Murphy 

BPnrel 

TPteto.(7) 

— , — Byrne 

R Wdscr (3) 

.OBratfiuy 

....NWawnaon 

.UrnFarttefn 


fo n hl GAM UNGAY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 

l* w l added 3m Penalty Value £4^55 

1 *4023 KAWABAN YOUITf (19) (D) (E^rrtd Cnmtold) G McCourt Tl Tl to D Fort (3) 

2 34-ttF MALAWI (21) (D) (W A Bahof) J M Jottoon 9 H 9 GloonyB 

3 23318 EARtf ORlNKBl(?tJ(SChKiw&VMfans)Q®atwnd'tt 11 7 JAMeCarth* 

4 2P333- SSAtMipflflTO (SterigMRaffig) DGatodto7n 0 Gftatlay 

5 1P5BRJ LDflOKHALtCEhA) (D)(GhUi»tflGI-U*(rtl6 B13~ RThomte 

—5 defend - 

BETTING: 158 HbwSm Kbtoh, 51 llalmi, 4-1 JEsrfy DrinM 8-1 SAMBO, H Lord Khiflcs 
BSfl: ffed Ughw 9 to 5 C LJewAyn 7 -a f» (j Old) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

U ft wnfim Youth: Daappotottog at Pfanpton latest Qunpecf poorly) out tog ‘chance en 
prenouB 5 fengttki 2nd to Zaggy Lane at Uttantar (3m heap Iwwy), 

Mrtawt: Ftaised 7totor IHanglh win orer SecrstBcf in wreak race at Bangor in Octotor. 
Stmggfod afl now imk when bte 22 tangte by Better Tlnns Ahead m Caifisto iwavrfe 
Early Drinker Wirier (ram 7b higher to Haydock last term butter strire rate recent 
years fflxtwil need to irprore on two asmai efforts since ensjureginfl Kempton retim 
SetoSsn: Several decent offarteewer fences tost tem. (refuting 2ndto fits race from 4fo 
hUwr, but sifl a iwfc* Wbi weWted. though 41-week frtaenca to awcome 
Lord KTreflee: Some pctenoal over fencee end useful Slh to Ms More Hessje here in 
Nov.1^ttaimby)urrptog9itofttMLndd b grec e dnk8toing3odfaWrgdomOf5nad«tf 
race atUngtWd (3m rev, heavy) latest and open to Irnprwerpent on igfrt mart 

VERDICT: Early Drinker ia faly capable of pepping up to inis sort of company with 
gound ooreftfens n Its favoir, txrt tha safest option is probady HA WAltA M YOUTH, 
who is pretty wel to on ho Uttnwter running and shod* net find No occasionally afpe- 
chod yenptog infer preesura here. 


FORM GUIDE 

SprfngBaM ScaNr. Looted a useful prospect when oorTptettog Market Raeen doUka, 
fat g Sai Cto Sd 2 jwy B w ffln nw his-riyj. Tha sort to continua on the upgade 
Supreme Troglodyte: Confirmed promise d 2 a&a&ore ago when, led 3 out to lari, bin 
3'A tengtha by Arte Qound at Warwick (2m3f nov hmEKdbl (S^nSaTtSoSS 
to Improvement aver longer trfip 


KnockwoK Irish burfxrwtonar. Y« to confirm nfitial Iknte promee snee movtoa to 
prasarn handter (wel backed once). Worth a check In tee nvulcet 


FafauiouB Mtoto: Sonw abfly <w& tonber to 1996 but confined to Ral sinca (plateH 
^ t*»* *ys) Rratouttog far new yard falowtog t^re^norl«^ faydf ^ 

tmeraarg coreenoar <m tna iw lor guriay yara. Or» to txste to (he mariat 

Nam»iby Baa* Wimer twice over ludfas to New Zealand but showtog hfla here and 
13th ol 20 to WtodRte at VterwKk (2m3f nov; soft) Imsst FrtA run to tmficaa 

HteteWken W«hertoy3mH nov heap enriw to Oct1iofn4fo lower. Ocodcharca on LH- 

teeter fi) fangttB <Hh to Double Strike fotoumg month. One ID consider 

Whtepertog Court Winner dri^deaTififlcaater 2m heap to Nov but feaknaotentvtKto 

enough n weights both starts ainca Bto 23 lengma tram ifo higher latest 1 J 

Predoua Island: Bast efforts far a wMe last tun atarta and esutke of taktoo a ham 

or 17 Ivjtfw 3td to Artie fttojnd al Warwick (2m3t nw heap. Botl) la»9 start Sh bet- 

tar with n«»M43 Sawme TtogUdyte for a lengths here 

Karadenfc VrtuaOy tated off last three sterts end fttta obvious dance 

Lang Whang: tmpored effort when 4ft d fe to Antrim x fewcester {&n rtw hcaa 

g/firm) test March but plenty to find on first outing since 

Magic Lamp: Ctanmd bumper winrw to W95 PtAed up both Mans rtva tom 

The Ned: Orel outing tar 21 months when 37 fengths 5th ol Tf to SpmgfieidSe^y at 

Market Raeen &r& mda soft). Mas&kre hprevemem needed, but Wtewrwvi 
cortdbesignifteant Best form previously in bfcktere v 

VERDICT: fesung concWans wB make IhngB tough tar SPRINGFIELD SCAUX txit 
WsJjmptog mprowa with each outing and ha prarrisesn ba a ox above average RUtaid 
FarrrtalS 5t> darn shodd eneure Supreme TVooglodyte pfeyg a taattoo ipie and there 
am possMties about HitdteHcer. The Irish form of OMhebofl is dftflaA to kwhs, and 
the market (e Bkety to tea best oAdeko Iks chance. 


TWESELDOWN (17 Jan) 
Casdtel&ane jumped and gafaped 
ids rivals into submission h the 
Mans Open. Making al he went 
dear five out and coasted home 
to wtn by a cfetenca in easily the 

fastest time of the day. Hg looks car - 1 
tain topics up a huttar chase. ! 

fan Davies I 


■tfTHH INDEPENDENT 

racing services 


0891 261 


HUNTINGDON 971“ 981 
NEWTON ABBOT ~972~ ~~982~ 

WHttlPFON 

i AU’cOURSB results ■ 

1 0891 261 970 
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Bold new 
Bradford 
enlivens 
Elliott 




MATTHEW ELLIOTT, the Brad- 
ford Bulls coach, believes that 
his squad for the coming sea- 
son, spearheaded by the Paul 
brothers, is stronger than the 
one that won Super League two 
! years ago. Elliott, who wel- 
comed die former Canberra 
back row forward David Boyle, 
as the last element in Brad- 
ford's recruitment programme 
for 1999 yesterday, said: “It’s a 
. ; .v-.-f-;: stronger squad than I’ve ever 

V/ -- J had the opportunity to work 

;«*. with and the one I’ve most 
' enjoyed coaching.” 

•’ Apart from Henry Paul and 

gij i Boyle, the Bulls have signed the 
*■»’ Australian backs, Nick Zisti 
:■ and Michael Withers, the Sal- 

\ ‘ •? ford centre Scott Nayloc, and 

the young forward, Lee Rad- 
-T-'i / 1 * -f ■ ford, from Hull to try to reverse 
,4^' l ~ •• • • ••■>" ■ y : last year’s relative decline. 

“Last year we underachieved 
and we’re not going to let that 
- happen again,” Elliott said, 

f P* r» V\ <r» ul, "Fifth place isn’t good enough.” 

• ^ “ r £-^di \ Elliott also insisted that the 

1 combination of Robbie and 

Henry Paul, two players who 
. . ";y thrive on an instinctive ap- 
. ; ~ y preach to the game, would not 
■ Vy- prove too much of a good thing. 

y' “I expect them to bring out the 
' " best in each other and I’ve 
; already seen that on the train- 

- ing pitch,” he said. 

• Henry, signed from Wigan in 

‘ ■ . the winter’s most intriguing 
■ * vjhvitch, called Bradford’s prepa- 
rations so far “30 per cent bet- 
ter" than at his old dub. Tve 
“ ■ ‘ worked so hard over the last 

*■“ - two weeks that I’ve been shat- 

' - tered at the end of the (fay” he 
" said. 

_ . Bradford who hope to soon 
make an announcement about 

- . ; their long-delayed plans to 

- redevelop their ground have 


> partly 


BY Dave Hadfield 

also clinched a lucrative one- 
year deal with the kit manu- 
facturers, Asics, to be die dub's 
new main sponsor. The Bulls, 
who sold an astonishing 20.000 
replica shirts in 1998, are keep- 
ing their sponsorship options 
open for the mille nnium year. 

St Helens’ biggest new sign- 
ing, Kevin Iro. will miss Sun- 
day's friendly against Swinton 
because he has been delayed in 
New Zealand by an accident to 
his daughter. 

Doncaster, struggling at the 
foot of the Second Division last 
season, and almost closed 
down during the winter; have 
announced the signing of seven 
experienced players, beaded 
by the former Great Britain 
captain, Garry Schofield as 
they set out to revitalise the 
club. The others are headed by 
the New Zealander Guy 
Adams, and the French Under- 
21 international Sebastien 
Bouche. Graham Southern- 
wood Stuart Flowers, Lee 
Maher and Darren Summeriull 
have also joined the dub while 
the Papua New Guinea centre, 
John Okul, has resigned but I 
the capture of Schofield who 
has been playing rugby union 
for Aberavon, is the most 
promising. “It’s a new challenge 
for me and hopefully I ran help 
to put Doncaster back on the 
rugby league map,” said the 33- 
year-old former Hull and Leeds 
player, who was sacked as 
coach of Huddersfield last July. 

The new-Iook side wiD make 
its first appearance in the Chal- 
lenge Cup-tie at home to Old- 
ham St Anne’s on 31 January. 



Ivan Francescato 
dies at age of 31 


I THE ITALIAN centre Ivan 
Francescato, the youngest son 
of the country’s greatest rugby 
£unfly, died on Tuesday of a sud- 
’ .u.'tn and mysterious illness. 
The 31-year-old Benetton 
Treviso player felt strong pains 
in his head and chest shortly 
after returning home after a 
night out with friends on Mon- 
day. He started vomiting vio- 
lently and died in the early 
hours of yesterday morning, He 
had attended a Tbeviso training 
session earlier but had not 
taken part because of a minor 
knee injury. A spokeswoman for 
the Italian Rugby Union Fed- 
eration (FIR) said the cause of 
death was not known. A post 
mortem is due to be held today. 

Francescato. the youngest of 
six brothers, played 38 times for 
Italy at centre and scrum-half. 
He made his debut in a World 
Cup qualifying match against 
Romania in October 1990 and 
was voted one of Italy’s best 
...players at the World Cup in 

^Tlngland the following yean 
Francescato won his last 


fall cap in a Ttest match against 
South Africa in Bologna in 1997. 
Shortly afterwards he suffered 
an injujy and dropped out of in- 
ternational contention. But he 
was returning to the fold and 
played for the Italy A side 
against Argentina last Novem- 
ber. 

“I have no words to say only 
tears,” said Italy's French 
coach Georges Coste. “He was 
pure talent - unpredictable. 
His way of selling dummies was 
a nightmare for his opponents. 
It was his way of doing it and 
remains his. Unfortunately the 
unpredictability which charac- 
terised his life has followed 
him to his death.” 

Francescato was perhaps 
the most talented of an extra- 
ordinary family of rugby play- 
ers. Three of his brothers - 
Luigi, Rino and Bruno - also 
played for Italy. Ivan scored 16 
tries for his country, including 
one on his debut against Ro- 
mania in October 1990. 



Tommi Makraen, of Finland, leads the way during the eighth stage of the 67th Monte Carlo Rally yesterday 


McRae nears Monte Carlo podium 


COLIN McRAE is within sight of 
a spectacular podium-winning 
finale to his Ebrd debut in the 
Monte Carlo Ralfy. The 30-year- 
old was fourth going into the 
final day of the opening event of 
the WQlid rhampinnship , which 
the tit 1 a hnUta; T Virmrri Makmwi, 

leads by a huge margin. 

But another fastest time on 
the final special stage propelled 
the Scottish flier to within 42 
seconds of third place. Fellow 
Briton Richard Burns is 10th 
overall for Subaru. 

McRae, though, is racing 
under appeal and could lose any 


By ian Gordon 
in Monte Carlo 

points gained if that appeal 
fails when it is heard by F1A, the 
sport’s world governing body in 
the next few weeks. The water 
pump on the Ford Fbcus was 
deemed illegal just hours before 
the rally start fast Sunday. 

McRae said before the rally 
he hoped for a podium finish, 
but even he could not have ex- 
pected doing so on his first rally 
for the team. But McRae, who 


set his first fastest times in the 
final two stages, raised that pos- 
sibility as he dosed in on the 
Subaru of the four-times world 
champion, Juha Kankkunen. 

He saved his best until fast 
as he went through the 12-mfie 
section as the drivers headed 
back to Monte Carlo in 15.22 
seconds, though it was dose 
with Frenchman Didier Auriol 
little two seconds slower. 

With over a minute in hand 
on his dosest challenger 
McRae, barring an aeddent in 
today’s final four special stages, 
should claim at least three 


points - although he could lose 
them at the appeal. The 1995 
world champion had moved up 
to fourth place after the first 
timed section. At the same 
stage on Monday he was 14th. 

McRae dropped back one 
place on the next stage, the 
longest of the day at 22 miles, 
after gambling on slick tyres 
over the French Alps to cany 
out testing on the can 

But, despite complaining of 
snow patches deliberately put 
on the road by spectators, he 
kept his cool after around 12 
hours behind the wheel to re- 


Hamed and Warren split 


NASEEM HAMED has split with 
the promoter Frank Warren 
following the completion of 
their contract Hamed had 
been expected to go his own 
way since their deal expired 
following his win over Wayne 
McCullough in November. 

Hamed split with his long- 
time mentor Brendan Ingle fol- 
lowing the McCullough bout 
and is tramingin a rival Sheffield 
gym. He is now expected to ne- 
gotiate his own individual fight 
deals, paying top promoters to 
delivervenues and opponents an 
a one-off basis. 

Paul Ingle has turned down 
two world title fights and opted 
to defend his European feath- 
erweight tide in Scarborough 
instead. The fighter’s promot- 
er; Frank Maloney and trainer; 
Steve Pollard, both expressed 
their surprise at his derision. 

Ingle was offered both world 
title shots last week - one by 
World Boxing Organisation 
champion Hamed - but be is 
not prepared to give his Eu- 
ropean belt Pollard said: “He’s 
got the talent to win a world title 
but he hasn't got the mind for 
it" 


BY MARK STANIFORTH 

After staying up until 4am to 
consider his options, Ingle de- 
cided to fight the former WBO 
champion Steve Robinson in 
front of his home-town fans. 

Ingle said; “I want to go into my 

next fight without the slightest 
doubt in my mind I am doing 
the right thing. Tm 110 per 
cent sure I can beat Robinson.” 

The Hamed option had been 
favoured by Maloney, who 
called the purse offer “excep- 
tional" and added: “He would 
have had everything to gain and 
nothing to lose.” 

One alternative, a bout with 
World Boxing Association 
champion. Antonio Cermeno, 
offered by Don King, would 
have been chief support to 
Evander Holyfield v Lennox 
Lewis in New Ybrk. Maloney 
said: “It is Paul’s decision and 
I respect it But he has put all 
his e ggs in one basket.” 

Pollard, too, believes Ingle 
has chosen the wrong route but 
insisted be would stand by his 
man and prepare him for the 


fight which will take place at 
Scarborough’s Spa on 6 March. 

Pele Reid will challenge 
Julius Francis for the British 
and Commonwealth heavy- 
weight titles this month after 
Danny wi lliams pulled out 
through injury. Reid, the former 
kick-boxer trained by Brendan 
Ingle in Sheffield, has relin- 
quished a European title shot 
to meet Francis. 

The fight takes place in 
Bethnal Green on 30 January, 
on the same bill as Scott 
Welch’s return against Michael 
Murray. The former WBO 
heavyweight title challenger 
Welch is chasing a fight with 
Herbie Hide. He said: “Having 
trained and sparred over 100 
rounds with Herbie I know his 
weaknesses. We’ve had a few 
set-tos in the past, he is very 
mouthy and basically I would 
love a showdown with him.” 

■ William Joppy 28, the WBA 
world middleweight champion, 
fa in a critical condition in bos- , 
pital in Maryland after a car 
crash. Jopp^s van was struck by 
a car as he left a gymnasium and : 
he suffered a fractured bade 
vertebrae and cuts to his head. i 


Adelaide refused 
‘bribery demands’ 


THE COMMONWEALTH Games 
was drawn into the Olympic 
bribery controversy yesterday 
when it was reported in Australia 
that officials sought scholar- 
ships for their children in return 
for their support for Adelaide’s 
1998 bid 

Nearly seven years after the 
Australian city was beaten by 
Kuala Lumpur for the right to 
stage the Games, the fanner 
Adelaide mayor; Steve Condous, 
said that offi cials from three 
countries asked for incentives. 

Condous, who was the pres- 
ident of the Adelaide bid, said the 
requests were made by officials 
from Pakistan, Sri Lanka and an 
African countrywfaich he could 
no longer recalL 

“We were asked by certain 
countries to give incentives to 
gain thrir votes,” Condous said 
“They all wanted us to set up one 
of their children at Adelaide 
University and pay for their tu- 
ition there. I said Tm sorry, we 
don't do business tike that' 

“They [the Commonwealth 
Games] are no different to 
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Aura at 
Open is 
greatest 
reward 


Reuters 


gain fourth place. Makinen, 
though, looks set to launch his 
campaign for a fourth succes- 
sive title by becoming the first 
F innis h winner in Monte Carlo 
since 1986 after establishing a 
comfortable cushion of imin 
45sec. 

The Mitsubishi driver re- 
gained the lead on the third of 
the five special stages and 
pressed home the advantage as 
overnight pacesetter Gilles 
Panizzi spun his Subaru a cou- 
ple of times. Burns started and 
finished the day in 10th place in 
the works Subaru. 


what’s been going on in the 
Olympic Games. What is hap- 
pening, even what happened 
during our bid made me sick.” 

The allegations follow claims 
that organisers of the Salt Lake 
City bid for the 2002 Winter 
Gaines bribed IOC members. 

The International Olympic 
Committee said yesterday that 
it had “absolutely no record or 
recollection** of a Japanese 
samurai sword having been pre- 
sented by the governor of 
Nagano to the IOC president, 
Juan Antonio Samaranch. 

The statement was in reac- 
tion to a Japanese newspaper- 
report, which said that 
Samaranch had been given the 
sword at the time wcuith more 
than¥lm (£5,400), during a visit 
to Nagano in May 199L, during 
the bidding process for last 
year’s Whiter Olympics. 

Piijo Haggman, a Finnish 
IOC member implicated in the 
bribery scandal, resigned yes- 
terday. 


GOLF 


By andy Farrell 


STILL THE most prized title in 
the game, the Open Champi- 
onship has been pushed down 
the league table of the world's 
richest tournaments despite 
announcing an increase in 
prize-money yesterday. 

As well as the gold medal 
and the silver daret jug, this 
year’s winner of the 128th 
Championship at Carnoustie in 
July wQl receive £320,000, out of 
a total fund of £I.85m. 

Mark O’Meara, last year's 
winner at Royal Birkdale, took 
home £300,000 and over the 
fast four years, the first prize 
has risen by over 150 per cent 
Indeed when the Open was last 
played at Carnoustie in 1975, 
Tom Watson won £7,500 out of 
a total purse of £75,000. 

The substantial increases 
in recent years have helped the 
Open keep pace with its fellow 
American majors but the Rqyal 
and Ancient have dedded not 
to overreact to the huge prize 
hikes on the US Tour. Thanks 
to a new television contract, 
which fortuitously came up for 
renewal within weeks of Tiger 
Woods' 12 -stroke victory in the 
1997 US Masters, purses on the 
American circuit are expected 
to double within three years. 

This season at least four 
tour events will have equivalent 
prize funds to the Open. The 
three American majors, which 
have yet to set their 1999 values, 
will be greater still, and then 
come the US Players Champi- 
onship and the US Tour Cham- 
pionship. At the top of the tree 
are the three new World Cham- 
pionship events, each offering 
a first prize of $im (£630,000). 

But the R&A are banking oo 
file aura of the Open outweigh- 
ing monetary allure and in the 
current holder; O’Meara, they 
have a champio n of the game's 
most revered tide. 

“There are so many interna- 
tional players throughout the 
world” O'Meara said at Birkdale 
after his victory, “who have 
risen their game to an incredi- 
ble level to make it a worldwide 
game. That’s why this champi- 
onship is recognised throughout 
the world as a great, great 
champ ionship. It is incredibly 
gratifying to know my name is 
on the trophy. If you look at the 
names that have won the Open 
Championship it is a tremen- 
dous honour" 

But the R&A know that to at- 
tract the best players and pro- 
vide the appropriate reward for 
what is said to be the most 
hard-earned victory of all, the 
prize fimd cannot fall far behind 
the game’s other big pay-days. 

However the European Tbur 
wifi use the prize fond for the 
Open as a ceiling when calcu- 
lating Ryder Cup points. The 
points system, which is now 
based on the Euro equivalent of 
sterling prize funds, wifi have a 
maximum first place value 
linked to the Open which will 
come into effect for the three 
American majors and next 
month’s Andersen Consulting 
Wsrld MatchpJqy Championship. 
The move follows representa- 
tions from players, including 
Seve Ballesteros, to tour officials 
last year seeking to limit the ad- 
vantage of the elite few getting 
into the big money events where 
the top pay-out could be as 
much as 12 times that of a win 
on the regular European Tour 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

1.40 Arc 2.10 Abulfiood 2.40 Punishment 

3.10 Flying Officer 3.40 Soclalfzer (nb) 

4.10 BARON DE PICHON (nap) 

GOING: Standard STALLS: 7f oulsfcto. remainder faslda 
DRAW ADVANTAGE MkktB to Hffi usuafy best 

■ Ftee&and. left-hand, oval course 

■ Couse IsNoi town on A*4& Wtotvertiampton station tm 
ADMISSION: CM) 05; TattersaSs £8 (E2 off for OAP members 
ct Diamond Oub): Restaurant package prices C1750 to £3595 
ndudng course entrance and meaL CAR PARK: ftee. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R Hofflnshend 65-654 (tV7%J. M John- 
ston 44-236 Ha6%). N Uttmoden 41-332 (12 3*1 P Evens 
40380 Arts*.! 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS: S Stodm 4S3TI (OB*,). Dean McKtoavn 
"-2S3 J Weaver 34-200 07%* D Holland 31-133 (23 

(2*& weeheby (viewed 

Sharp Edge Boy & Sounds Lucky (vgored, 3.4fr 

rrSnl NETHERTON MAIDEN STAKES 
I.3U1 (CLASS D) £4,000 added 1m 100yds 

^saRBKssaansga: 

5 RCEA-SPASTfJTZJJNBASSO^-.-.-^CQnwpja. 

k SAHA1AONEn«9(BF)WHe(pe4gO-^ — WRpnZB 
? ^SSloSEVQiSpcuttiego .swhtamfrs 

□ nAU GARDA1 E Alston 489 T Sputa 5 

S MM cc»miAnNGS00m(lB)SRB«P«n48«LCP^eip,e 

U ^9*claiwi- 

^^MtaOnB/IM SeWflaBnaSaaid 25-1 Ban Gantat 33-1 ottaa 
FORM VERDICT 

^ ^ ^ ™ t ’ lfan98t 

rzr-rxi TIPTON CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 

2.10 £2.750 added 1m 4f 


3 06353 ABULUOOOfU) PHBStam4B6 CLcwtbar 5 B 

3 5626- (D) F JonJan 4 g 6 RMnIB 

4 38340 1MECMITHL(12} AJuiesS93 VSMwyB 

5 05/40 HBHI (IB) MssAStdod tOSYl P Bcadey (7) 2 V 

6 25Q& MEMXLUO (JZ0) (D) L LkxdJ&nes 7 B 6 TSpnfceBB 

7 2BS- MOtMCOGOIDp07)(Dfli)DCGG9De786-SCmon(7)1 

e 2U50 M UmrO RfOtC) MVfang4B6 RPrfeea 

9 03635 PGRnTCSOPHE{t4)(CEJ}MattPi882.DktrJt»Ghf5)4 

-Odictand- 

BETTIN&Z-I Abufood M Ahatt, 7-1 Time CantU, M Hence Gold 
1CM Pert* Sophie. 12-1 Frans OtMtad, IB-1 WwW (ham* 23-1 
HradNud 

FORM VERDICT 

Most of these are not known far the* ndabBty. so hardy a 
greet betting raca ALSAHIB thrashed fair oppositior on Ns 
last appea ra nce ntthte level hera and that entitles him to the 
vote wer AbuQood and PortSe Sophie. 

o dnl T0TE stakes (class C) issmo 

[--- i £10,000 added 1m 4f 


2 0004 RMBOHKMMCESSpq (CD) R 1^69 C 

— P Fndericks (7) 7 

3 4MM 8WANHUlfrenfM)(afl DCosgrou9 6Bll W Ryan 9 

4 BBM FWUAnaMBkkfag 5 9B___l. SWNMhIB 

5 05300. DUUQW)FUK(E0)(qPtfarBa97 P Roberta p) 6 

6 «ZfflE1«fM(ntClTOJI^895__-APW»12V 

7 31000 >1UUICANRJGOT(JZ)(CD) MsSL&myrnas693 

— ~ r Hramia Q) 5 

8 0MH OOU CASTIE p} (CO) P Ifertam 690 fkx} „C loethir 2 

i W4HJ T 0W r f^(CD)NLtamdEn689 JTfea&V 

V 4S»-RttK(22}NBmy48B NCMefaH 

11 trIZZ W5UKA»ft)p}{8^PE*re68a TGHdJugMtS 

12 2SSW«NGPRMI(0) WM p c ^ SB 4 71O J^IOB 

-ISdedved- 

Hhfrw ti wgjprc 7a Kb. The hatffcqo adps; «ng Pram 7sf fib. 
BETT1NS: 9-4 Chine CM*. +1 King Prfcra, 7-1 Sm Hurts; 9-1 AW 
■faHOto-t Be Wemed Naekart, i m p^a, iw PnnWne*. 141 Ran- 
dm Badness, Rajft, 2M Dfenond Rune, 25-1 Janion FBgtt 

FORM GUIDE 

PUrtWUMAL Wmer from IhHghwnnlirl at I nlmm n r hi ryi 

andg«kalyflndhgfannQnmwei5J»gth4mel8toMtoe(- 
/Mfcwwertnit hare tetmorah. Extra 31 atnuHse and 
lacks Manly treated on best tot fanri 
Random Kfaxfaesgrtgh ki the wagttts area Lhgfelfl ir»41 
condCOnaum ow Rrst Master h Nov. Hold by Swen Hunter 

InCftPnmnfloatoflPmraryCclowBS B niemoi fl liandBtmg- 
Sted oHthamwk at LhgiWfirvV heap) latest 
ftwn Hunfan Flwfa irip on sharp Pda Raring on when an 
5 Jengrta fy Pikruy Gokkas war CSO and whan 3 lengths 
3rd Id Dancfag Bo at Ungfafcj (truf heap) 


Papua: UnrsiaUe on url though good 2nd to ACs AM at New- 
bury fa May from 1b loner. Promising AW debut when stay- 
faflhOi5lenglh84thol B»Daicrg HofitLngfield (nxihcap), 
but ahapes as though longer trip suit 

Diamond Rente: Lngfield im2f maiden winner in Feb and suo 
cessklcWfcnU here n March B ii uw farm Mtowng knee trou- 
bie aface and tefed off on AW nahrn fa Nov 
Be Wanted Benefited tarn slop up n trip when Hn VA> lengths 

byfialedTbHKowrC/DlBBtmonth.Wslghtedlorweraepfac- 
fags with winner and shot*! be thereabouts 
Jamaten night: 16b lower when scoring over C4D fa Feb. 
Nhth fa Cesarewhch latest Rad start and hurdles winner since, 
but hgh fa mights on balance ol AW farm 

China Castle: 9 lengths winner ctl Itw mart a Souhwl on 
Monday rftBr doti*; over same cousa SocsesrtJ from 2b 
tower here lest January and the one fa beat 
Fated Tb Hit ttnpreued lor step up in trip when besting Be 
warned r/, tongths over C/D last month end processed again 
with 64ength w*i bom 4b Wtfw taw. Rased Bb eras but 
stl taly to be a major boor h his present farm 
Rayflc Broke Hs dm* when btg Royal Getman 8Vt lengms h 
Lngfieid maiden last month Facing a tough task on fibrasand 
debut 

Nouhari: Burning u on MSte nUy wefl but rodattogup welgte 
(I7b higher than SouttMOl win in Nov) and Wn fin this merit 
at Lfagbeld on Salinity btakfag quefc ratim after 2nd fa defter 
on s snt corns yBSBfdsy 

Ktog Print faprontg with wperionca on HN and meets Chfae 
Castle 6b better far net* on Soulhwel %n 3 f nrnrng last week 
{winter hampered). Extra if here shoUd sul and an to be a 
major player with Nb yard in peat tonri 
VERDICT: ctbtaCaadetoBelylDMSliheragebwian 
ap p are ntly tawtfEfcle handicap nark fcflpmng he dUllpoo 
Souttmel wn an Monday But; hi may^ be^ worth ^ takng a chance 
wtfi KING PRIAM, who has progressed with every r ace on 
S*wand;mdftasa 6 bpJtoranechw!thRNHaaartfaoerty- 
setton spectalst on their farm h a fesHim race at SouBml 
fast week. 


j oT nl DUDLEY STAKES (CLASS C) £9,000 
added 6f 

1 403 D- K 0 H 0 «l«HCHgfftmBe^gBtr T ^ 3 

2 tOOO- 1 WACEMIETOOCHpfl{p)JBBry 487 ..JBrad^rp)i 

3 Met- nan ura poj pj p • 

4 23DM STSre0FCAUn0NB{C0JKar*=695 .DSiiiwySV 

9 2&a CLASSTOEO (4) (0) P Bam4 M ? 

6 cm- APELP MBOYp g U Ch^rar 36 ■ l 

7 2B41 R»«omCB»{11}{CC?SrMPlssad3B3JIPi*rdB« 

-rdsetored- 

BEnmfi: m obicbq im ptino 

HrlfcagoiMMAdetotf Bof P>faoeg^Ti»*.»-^ SWeOlCWton 


FORM VERDICT 

A strong y- co ntestsd ever*, feaoirfag several ot the leadfag 
performers on sand Classy Cleo has a big pid w«h Nomore 
I* Ntceguy and PRDIIO LARA on thdrfamr here fa November, 
buT the tastnamed to less exposed on the AW and 6f around 
here may suit him the besL This event went to a 3yo last year 
and It wi be l ase r ra tng to see how Rying OfBcer copes 
against the older opposition. 

(O AO I BILSTON SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
|Q.«ni| 22^500 added 3 yo St 

1 3*033- LADVCAHBRON(67){CO) JBerySJO PBredtoy{7)7 

3 3B0W) OOCtWOBBSCWtorea-e CLovtiwB 

3 06CE-2 KEBI HANDS (9) Mra N Macsdsy 8 E JlPricsIV 

4 06630 SHARP BJGE BOY (111) E Attn 8 12 .T Spate 3 V 

5 5564 SOCtALEER(29)(BF} WJanrisBC Dllc<MBnp)9 

6 5600 S0UW)8LUCKf (18) NUmcdenB 12 -TGMdeogtAiB V 

7 00000 TAZUAMA(qSBownoBC CT&egue (3) 2 V 

8 53006- LIGHT BRSZE {«) G L Uooe 8 7 JFanrtogS 

9 OOOBO RU8SttNVHjrET(3S)HCUw87 UartirtDwywS 

-9 declared - 

BEtnNG: 52 Strep Edge Boy. 7-E Keen Hands. 4-1 Soctoba; 5-1 Lady 
Cafaron, 8-IUgUBmsa, 10-1 Sounds Lucky, 141 Tez Hants, 20-1 oOiere 

FORM VERDICT 

Money for Ugld Breeze, who dd not shape too badly tn bet- 
ter company at LfagWd an her lira start lor Gary Moore eoJd 
be sitereatlrja but the turner wfch the best recent tontt is KEEN 
HATOS. who has been trairatormed recently by the appS- 
cattonofavsor. 

\a ml BIRMINGHAM HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
H p 1 £4,000 added 3YO 71 

t TM-3B UBS TAKE (CD) P Bens 97 CCopn(7)4V 

2 0001-4 tKETU1HBE(11)(C0) RhMnshBad96J , M(Ulii(7)S 

3 4Q0-21 BBNVALEflT) PHadatlS5 Cl4totil»7 

4 30G2B- tPCRBsmypi) jBiaace94 rates 

5 002-21 BMXMDEnCHON (14}(C} NLttrndai92 — JQltenl 

6 60500 BUN1Y (18)1*5 5 Larqnan 07 C Hague (3) 5 

7 0003 MBSDOOOTBUS*eSS(H) C Thornton 70 —HCnlde 2 

-7tednd- 

Utnhua weigtt 7U 10b TnatandtapvoWt Mbs Doodfluitatt 7a 7b 
BEnwG: 04 Bane De PWran, 4-t Erfcnrie. 5-1 Hire Un 8-1 lie 
Doodytutons, 10-1 Mat U There; tperess Fffly, 16-1 Bunty 

FORM VERDICT 

SARONDEPICHONraneeaenoughovBrtHsDlpsSouth- 
wel to a^gBSt he wl cope with a drop back fa dstance after 

wmng over an srtBnded hn here a nrtnQht ago off a mark 
8b lowar than todays. The biggest Ureal rruy be Erfmole 
if ha slays this trip 


Carter hits out at 
Austrian sacking 


RAY CARTER has been fired by 
his Austrian dub Oberwart fol- 
lowing a dispute which arose 
when they deducted his wages 
for the 10 (fays he spent with the 
England team for their Euro- 
pean Championship games in 
November and December 
The 26-year-old Carter; who 
starred on his debut in the win 
flgpr n wimar ir rn Bi rmingham^ 
wasleftoutofOberwarfsSapor- 
ta Cup quarter-final in Spain last 
night against Badaiona. 

"Ihey fired me,” said Carter 
from Austria yesterday “Other 
things have been going on at 
the club, but tbe situation with 
England was the biggest part 
of the problem. They just didn’t 
accept that I was a national 
team player and they more-or- 
less gave me an ultimatum. 
Play for us or play for England. 
They wanted me tn fly back be- 
tween the games (at home to 
Denmark, then away to Spain 
and the Ukraine) before we 
played our final match in Kiev” 
Although Carter’s row with 


By Richard Taylor 

the club began on his return 
from the England programme in 
December; Oberwart have been 
in dispute with most of their 
squad since the first-leg game 
against Badaiona two weeks 
ago. “They were threatening to 
fee us because^ we hadn’t played 
the way they wanted It’s ridicu- 
lous,” Carter said 
Carter is one of nine mem- 
bers of the current England 
team playing with Continental 
clubs and illustrates the mar- 
ketability of English players 
post-Bo sman. He is represent- 
ed by an agent in every bas- 
ketball-playing European 
country and they were already 
making calls for him yesterday 
In the United States, Scottie 
Pippen is set to follow Michael 
Jordan and quit the NBA cham- 
pions, Chicago Bulls. The six- 
times title winner is likefy to be 
traded to the Houston Rockets. 
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Australian Open: Former world No 1 joins 


vigilance 


Courier reveals blood-doping fears . L p 


THE AMERICAN Jim Courier 
prompted a new doping raw in 
men's tennis yesterday by 
claiming that only drug cheats 
could survive the gruelling 
season. 

As the Australian Open 
champion, Petr Korda, began 
his tide defence after escaping 
a one-year ban for steroid use. 
the former world No 1 said he 
was more concerned about 
blood doping in the sport than 
steroids. “I'm much more in- 
clined to have a concern for 
something that we cannot test 


By Sonali Paul 
in Melbourne 


for under the current system of 
testing, which is blood dop- 
ing,” Courier told a news con- 
ference. 

Blood doping, involving 
blood transfusions to boost an 
athlete's crucial red cell count, 
is usually linked to endurance 
sports such as cycling and 
cross-country skiing. 

Britain's Greg Rusedski 
joined in the debate by saying 
he is prepared to see prize- 


money reduced so the tennis 
world can crack down on drug 
abusers. Rusedski sakL “I think 
tennis should take a stance 
and make all the players take 
a blood test three or four times 
a year That’s the onfywayyou 
can trace it, and I’d be happy to 
have the money to fund it taken 
out of our prize-money” 
Courier 28 and winner of 
four Grand Slam titles, said he 
was unable to perform at his 
peak throughout the year and 
doubted other players could “I 
can’t play 35 weeks a year God 


knows how many matches, and 
keep going,” he said. “I just 
cant do it, and I don’t think any- 
body else can either But they 
are.” 

Tram what I’ve deduced 
there may be some suspicious 
things going on that Tm un- 
aware of and that are not bang 
properly sourced out through 
onr testing,” he said. 

The allegation met with a 
mixed response among his fel- 
low players. The Austrian base- 
liner Thomas Muster retorted: 
“I am 32 years old I am still 


playing, and I am not taking 
dru gs, and I am still playing 
maybe 30 weeks a yean as 
much as I like. I think we are 
pretty much on the edge of de- 
stroying the sport by making 
comments like that If you daft 
have proof you shouldn’t say 
things like this." 

By increasing their haemo- 
globin levels, blood dopers are 
able to process more oxygen 

fla mg fyorHons, Ttera arp. 

currently no blood tests used to 
prevent it, although the In- 
ternational Olympic Commit- 


tee is hoping to introduce one 
before toe Stodney 2000 Games. 
*If s dearly prevalent m Eur 

ropean sports and most of our 

tour is in Europe,” Courier 
said. “By deduction - and Fm 
throwing darts, I have no proof 

I can't name names, I wouldn't 
bother naming names - it just 
seems a logical way fora play* 
er to imp r o ve,” he said 
Rusedski, meanwhile, is 
more concerned about high- 
tech drugs. “I think it would be 
great if we had blood tests 
every year three, four times a 


stuff like that,” he said 

Andre Agassi was quick to 
play down the Wood doping 
HoKatp “i have absolutely no 
knowledge of anyone Mood- 
doping whatsoever;” said 
Agassi, who is back in the top 
10 after crashing to 122 two 
years ago. 

Courier and Rusedski are 
the latest playersinalong line 
who have reacted to the Korda 
map a number of them are 


the steroid nandrwonesi wan- 
btedonlastyeaEThea^yettbid. / 
Czech faced a nnnxmumetafcK -■ 

— — — foal otnww iitwft t urf 


caped with a fine and&8S^j£. 
poi n ts after telling an h^enaf--. 
tional Itennis Federation panel 
thathefaadnotknonm^^beDV ‘ 
the drug. The ITF is appealing ^ 
against the panel's dedsfoa. 

“1 ctont think anyone hereof 
in the locker-room... wffl.fc 


Bfl 


positive for stermds,yonshoMd 
beout erf the game,” Courier sad- 


Rusedski’s 


back injury 
clouds win 


GREG RUSEDSKI is keeping 
his fingers crossed that a back 
problem does not flare up again 
at the Australian Open. Rused- 
ski, the No 8 seed, was to be 
found flat out on the court 
receiving treatment during the 
second set of his first-round 
match with the Australian Scott 
Draper yesterday. 

However, he climbed off the 
rubber to win 7-6. 2-6, 6-4. 7-6 
and, haring seen off the world 
No 46, next plays the 187th- 
ranked Paul Goldstein, an 
American qualifier. 

Petr Korda, whose partic- 
ipation here was in doubt fol- 
lowing the furore over his 
positive Wimbledon drugs test, 
prevailed yesterday - although 
his opponent refused to shake 
hands. Korda declined to com- 
ment after his five-set win over 
Galo Blanca which included a 
Ihinl set injury time-out to 
treat a twisted left ankle. The 
Spaniard refused to shake 
Kbrda’s hand at the end, saying 
he suspected the reigning 
champion of feigning injury. 

Although Rusedski's way 
forward has been made easier 
by the absence of Pete Sam- 
pras, Marcelo Rios and Goran 
Ivanisevic, and the early exits 
of Carlos Moya (seeded four), 
Albert Costa 02). Cedric Piotine 
03) and Thomas Johansson 
Q6). there are other hurdles stQl 
to cross. The resurgent Andre 
Agassi is in Rusedski’s half of 
the draw and the Las Vegan 
looked in ominously good form 
yesterday in beating the 
Argentinian Hernan Gumy for 
the loss of only three games. 

Rusedski's immediate con- 
cern, though, is that his back in- 
jury does not worsen. “I did it 
about four days ago practising,” 
he said. “But I am sure it will 
be fine for the rest of the tour- 
nament It’s just musde tension 
- nothing serious.” 

The 25-year-old took the first 
set tie-break, but after stretch- 
ing for the smash which won 
him the set, his back began to 
restrict him seriously, and he 
called for the trainer after los- 
ing his opening service game to 
love in the second set 

There were other slight 


By derrick Whyte 
in Melbourne 


problems for the British No 2 
during the match - an over- 
excited ball-bay and a noisy 
postman. 

“The boy nearly hit me in the 
head tossing a ball to me and I 
asked him if he could take it eaqr 
a iittie bit -it was not a big deal” 
he said. As for the postman. 
Rusedski added" “Some ab- 
solute^ crazy guy screamed 
out during file match. 1 know Mm 
pretty welL He’s a postman by 
professional -a very vocal one.” 

On a disastrous day for 
Spun, only two of 14 the nation’s 
players remain, including the 
second seed Alex Corretja, who 
survived against the Japanese 
wildcard Takao Suzuki in five 
sets on Monday. The other 
Spanish survivor is Julian 
Alonso, who beat Canada's 
Sebastien Lareau 6-3. 6-4. 6-2, 
earning a meeting with Korda. 

Carlos Moya, the French 
Open champion and 1997 run- 
ner-up to Sampras in Mel- 
bourne, fell 6-7, 6-4. 7-6. 6-3 to the 
German Nicolas Kiefer, saying 
that he was suffering from the 
effects of a virus picked up at the 
Hopman Cup in Perth two 
weeks ago. 

In the women’s draw, the for- 
mer world No 1 Monica Seles 
kept up her remarkable un- 
beaten run when she coasted 
past Tina Krizan 6-1, 6-0 in the 
first round. Seles, seeded sixth, 
overcame the Slovakian quali- 
fier in only 40 minutes. 

Martina Hingis opened her 
title defence with the mini- 
mum of fuss, scuttling the 
American Lilia Osterlob 6-1, 6-2. 

However, a double-faulting 
Anna Kournikova just man- 
aged to stave off a total collapse. 
The 17-year-old has seen her 
service game falter recently 
and she served 23 double-faults 
against the American qualifier 
Jill Craybas. Fbrtunatetyfbrthe 
No 12 seed, her opponent could 
not capitalise on Koumikova’s 
problems. The Russian held bo* 
nerve on the pressure points to 
scrape into the second round 
with a 7-6, 7-5 win in a nervous 
90 minutes. 



Davis Cup 
snubbed 


as Agassi 
pulls out 


bymark garrod 


Adelaide schoolboy Lleyton Hewitt storms past the Frenchman Cedric Piotine in the first round of the Australian Open yesterday AP 


Teenager Hewitt knocks out Pioline 


THE ADELAIDE schoolboy 
Lleyton Hewitt beat the 
Frenchman Cedric Piotine 6-3, 
6-1, 6-1 in the first round of the 
Australian Open on Tuesday, 
writes Philippe Nanghton, 
The 17-year-old Australian, 
ranked 101 in die world, had his 
work cut out after giving Pio- 
line, the world No 15, two break 
points at 2-3 in the opening set 
But he produced two incredible 
retrieving shots to save the 
game and went for every ball 


from then on. Piotine won only 
two more games in the match. 

Hewett, a wild card entry, 
said: “Tm playing tike I’ve got 
nothing to lose.” His skate- 
boarder shorts and reversed 
cap showed a typically modem 
approach to the dress rules of 
tennis, but Hewitt is already 
building a useful collection of 
scalps, including Pat Rafter 
and Andre Agassi 

Last January, Hewitt be- 
came the youngest player in the 


men’s game since Michael 
Chang to win a professional 
tournament when he took the 
hardcourt title in his home 
town. The victory started He- 
witt on an unprecedented dfmb 
up the rankings- 609 positions 
to a year-end 113. In Adelaide 
two weeks ago, he reached the 
final and then earned more 
ranking points when he beat 
Rafter; the world No 3, in an 
Australian Open warm-up 
event in Sydney. 


Hewitt said yesterday's vic- 
tory was by far the most im- 
portant and the sweetest of his 
short careen He said: “To beat 
Cedric three, one and one on 
Centre Court at night is some- 
thing special. I think ifs the best 
match I've ever played.” 

Piotine, the former Wimble- 
don and US Open runner-up, 
was clearly upset by his defeat 
and not in the mood to pay com- 
pliments. He said: “He played 
a good match. But Fm not dis- 


appointed because he's 17 or 16 
or 8, or 42. 1 just play tennis.” 

With Spain’s Carlos Moya al- 
ready out, Hewitt has a seed- 
free path through to the 
quarter-finals. His second 
round opponent tomorrow will 
be the German Tommy Haas , 
ranked 33. Hewitt added: “I 
don’t think anyone wants to be 
beaten by a 17-year-old wild 
card in a Grand Slam so maybe 
there's a little 1st more pressure 
on them.” 


ANDRE AGASSI has ruled him- 
self out of the Davis Cop 
against Britain in Ri rmrng tfah 
in April “At this stage of royefr 
reer with all that I’ve given to 
Davis Cup and ati that I’ve re 1 
ceived from it, it doesn't reaffy 
fit into my plans," said the for- 
mer world No 1 at the Aus- 
tratian Ogxm in Melbourne. 

Pete Sampras Is also likely 
to be, missing and, while the 
pair's absence may be good for 
British hopes, it is a big disap- 
pointment for the fans. 

“It takes a lot out of you and 
I just don't believe I have that 
to give right now,” added Agas- 
si, who in the past 14 months 
Hhnhfid right back from 
141st in the rankings to Ms cur- 
rent sixth. 

The match comes on the 
100th anniversary of the Davis 
Cup, but when asked if that was 
tempting Agassi replied: 
“Every tie in Davis Cup is 
tempting. Whenyon say ‘Yte? 30 
times you've got to start really 
assessing what you needand 
sometimes, even though it’s a 
difficult decision, if s a dear one. 

“The players need to be 
much more in the position of 
making dedsions because we 
are the ones out there and 
until that element gets re- 
spected it certainly makes it 
more difficult to find it made 
yourself to go. 

*Tve found myself very frus- 
trated and very drained emo- 
tionally through it all and that. 
Tm sure, all plays a part some- 
where." 

Greg Rusedski responded 
by commenting: “In America 
unfortunately if s not viewed the 
same as it is in Britain, so 
that's a little disappointing. 
They should make mere time in 
their schedules maybe and fry 
to play.” 

Rusedski does not believe it 
makes bis and Tim Henman’s 
task easy, however 

“Tbdd [Martin} is up to 13 in 
the world and I think Jan 
Michael GazobiU {38thl has 
beaten Tim every single time 
they've played. 

“Obviously it’s going to be a 
tittle better than seeing Agas- 
si and Sampras across the net, 
but it’s still going to be a very 
difficult tie.” 


Rosy future for Bennett as 


early promise finally blooms 


SINCE THE real world takes 
time to catch up with the frenzy 
of media speculation, anyone 
seeking out the “next Justin 
Rose” would be better advised 
to follow the fortunes of one of 
Rose’s past incarnations. War- 
ren Bennett has been there, 
done that and, nniiim the Boy 
Wonder of Birkdale, has got his 
tour card for the comingseason. 

Bennett won the silver 
medal as low amateur at the 
Open in 1994. The impact may 
not have been widespread bat 
the talent had been noted in 
golfing circles. Sir Michael 
Bonaliack, secretary of the 
Royal & Amsent, stated Bennett 
would '‘win the Open within the 
next 10 years". 

If Bennett disappeared fora 
few years he was not buried 
under the magnitude of those 
words but was cursed by a per- 
sistent neck injury. Finally free 
to perform regularly last yean 
the 27-year-old from Watford 
dominated the Challenge Tour 
to stunning effect. Bennett 
reversed the theory that the Eu- 
ropean tour’s junior circuit was 
nota place to make a profit by 


New faces for 1999: A young British golfer is about to 
justify the hype after a fruitful year. By Andy Farrell 


winning five times and earning 
£81,052, more than double the 
tally of the runner-up Per 
Nyman. 

The leading 15 players 
earned their tour cards but it 
was Bennett who came away 
with all the tricks. “It’s a great 
apprenticeship, 0 he said of his 
experience on the Challenge 
Tour “You have to learn howto 
do it If you underperform or 
just play average, it is not going 
to happen. You need to contend 
and to win. 

“A few friends came over to 
watch at East Sussex and 
couldn't believe the standard. 
They thought the top-25 players 
would be good but it is not like 
that any more, it's all the way 
down the field. When the prize 
at the end of the year is so good, 
you are going to get good 
players." 

The prize of a full tour card 
is one that eluded Rose at the 
Qualifying School But the 18- 
year-oid did well enough to 


guarantee his place on the 
Challenge Tour or pick and 
choose his invitations for the 
main circuit. Bennett migh t ha 
an example of how beneficial 
the first choice can be but he 
understands if Rose goes for 
the latter option. 

*TF be is in the position to gain 
the invitations, thenyou have to 
play on the highest stage you 
can. He should benefit from 



Bennett: Injury setback 


those invitations. If I was a 
sponsor Pd want him there. 
What Justin did at the Opai was 
unbelievable. He was a good 
player before that and that 
made him a household name. 
Sure, he's good enough to do it 
Everyone is waiting for him to 
do something but just give him 
a bit of tune, he’s good enough.” 

Bennett’s father, Peter; a 
former West Ham player said 
something similar four years 

ago and was stiH backing up his 
words at the start of last sea- 
son when he gave Ms son a loan 
to carry on playing. “When I 
turned pro, my dad said: You 
are probabfygood enough to do 
it but give it some time. It may 
not happen straight away. It 
could do, you've got the talent, 
but it may not’ He was right.” 

But never did Bennett fed he 
was foiling to live Up to anyone's 
expectations but his own. “Hon- 
estly, I've been asked that ques- 
tion a lot and I didn't fed ill still 
don’t There were afew articles 


here and there but I didn’t put 
that in the expectation catego- 
ry. What Bonaliack said was a 
nice compliment I only ever 
looked on it as a positive.” 

The neck injury caused by a 
twisted vertebrae, first struck 
at the end of 1995. One day the 
following summer Bennett 
woke up and could not move. 
The problems continued 
through 1997 but have cleared 
up now he has put some weight 
on a lean 6ft 4in frame. 

More fitness work over the 
winter; interspersed with afew 
trips to see Leyton Orient play 
their own brand of football, 
should act as a preventative 
measure. Rather than seek 
sunnier dimes, he has eqjoyed 
a few weeks at home but can- 
not wait for the year-long 
odyssey that is the European 
tour to begin. 

“I want to play as much as I 
can,” he said. “Because of my 
irgurylfedlhaventplEyed that 
much over the last four years. I 

haven’t played a foil season yet. 
Tmlooking forward fofeding ex- 
hausted at tbe end of the year” 

This is a good time to be a 



Fine tuning: 'Seeing Wfestwood and Clarke winning can 


golfer with big money world 
championship events being 
added to the schedule, and in 
particular a British one. “See- 
ing people tike Lee Westwood 
and Darren Clarke winning 
around the world can only 
inspire you," Bennett said. 


“They are at a different level to 

me but hopefully I can work my 
way up the ladder" 


Takingthe view that dealing 
with the feelings of bong in con- 
tention over the last few holes 
is the same whatever level you 

are at, Bennett is not scared of 


two main priorities. “First, as 
arrays, is my health because 
without that you can’t do any- 
Then if I can retain my 
card eaiiy on, that security will 
settle nag down.” 
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ears Villa ordered 
ll^to pay Barry’s 


^Brighton fee 


-- ^ i MaiJS 

THE PREMIER LEAGUE has 
I -a J i-avV? *'■ imposed a suspended fine on 
v f :.'V^. :r ’ r Aston Villa over their refusal to 

' ' '■ : aaiQe pay Brighton £200,000 for 

__ Gareth Barry, and diverted the 

jXf. t • * money from the Premiership 

■U Cl Vi C jp club's television revenue to the 
\J]| Third Division dub. 

n,. ; 1 Villa had paid Brighton an 

olXlIrlnnJ initial £150,000, as ordered by a 
transfer tribunal, but dedined 

r. o a M to hand over the £200,000 they 

rfn * were told to pay when the 17- 
^S^oS) year-oW defender made 20 
Vti U appearances for the dub, daim- 

P 111 IQ Ai.i tog he was overpriced. 

4 ** ^ U|l[ Now the Premier League 

* Board has stepped in, given the 
S\ _m r ... r £200,000 to Brighton and im- 
— ■ — posed a £16,000 suspended fine 
N on Villa, with the threat of call- 
.. . ' '■■“**1 haSmL ing in the sum if the Premier- 
•*■•_?/ l ^ e Da? ship chib does not pay up when 
~**m*£L Barry reaches other land- 
- 17" ^ ~ ^ -ta^ marks- If Villa refuse to pay any 
■ ’ ' thii j W further instalments, as well as 
■ - ; jii imposing the fine the Premier 

- . infotW League can ensure the Pre- 

: ~i- pane; .W miership dub will have to pay 

• v‘ n 0 ; * further penalties. 

The Crystal Palace chair- 
'• •'W :-.,' man, Mark Goldberg, has 
1-177' strongly denied suggestions 
that the dub’s chief executive, 

• : -f Jim McAvoy, is poised for a 

* . ■ : takeover at Selhunrt Park. 

V '.7^ McAvoy was onjy appointed 

• two months ago to help re- 

- . 7 1 1;;' solve Palace’s financial prob- 
. ' . j; 1 ' • leras, but now considers his 
_ j';/ ;■*- position “untenable” as he 

. 7 . admits he is “in fundamental 

"W":: diragreement over foe direction 
and management of the club”. 

’ • However; yesterday Gold- 

: ';^)erg said: “A takeover by 
- McAvoy or anyone else is not 


T: 

I.;;,’?*** 




' -f. lUfcfc. 


FOOTBALL 


by wvn Griffiths 

possible as I am not selling my 
stake in Crystal Palace." 

The Football Association's 
technical director, Howard 
Wilkinson, has countered a dub 
v country wrangle by insisting 
he will not be calling on the Pre- 
miership’s leading young play- 
ers for the Under-20 Wbrid Cup 
later this year. 

Wilkinson was heading for 
confrontation with those dubs 
who feared he would pick their 
best youngsters for the com- 
petition, to be held in Nigeria 
from 3 to 24 April, but he said: 
“I never had any intention of 
taking players who are involved 
on a regular basis with their 
first teams." 

Paulo Di Canio has been 
passed fit to a g ain play for 
Sheffield Wednesday, but his 
return to the Premiership is on 
hold as the dub are refusing to 
meet all the disgraced Italian's 
demands. After a medical last 
week, the 30-year-old forward 
- banned for 11 weeks for 
pushing over referee Paul 
Alcock- has been given the all- 
dear to return, but has made 
a number of requests, chiefly 
that he be paid the wages 
docked by the club, which 
amount to £102,000. 

West Ham’s efforts to check 
the form of the Rangers strik- 
er Marco Negri has hit a snag. 
The Hammers wanted to play 
the Italian in reserve games 
this week against Brighton and 
Peterborough. 


However, FA rules say a 
player registered to a league In 
another country can not play 
trial games, so West Ham would 
have to commit themselves to 
a three-month loan if they 
wanted to play Negri in the 
Combination. The dub claim it 
is too early to do thatbut, if thqy 
like what they see in training, 
could negotiate a loan deal to 
keep him in east London until 
the end of the season. 

West Ham’s search for a 
replacement for John Hartson, 
sold to Wimbledon last week, is 
unlikely to be Ole Gunnar Sol- 
skjaer. He Norwegian says he 
is happy to remain at Man- 
chester United. “If I had been 
at any other dub but United 
then I think I would have gone 
to the manager and asked to 
leave," he admitted. “But I 
want to stay here and win 
things.” 

The French Under-2l in- 
ternational Cedric Marcelin 
has joined Southampton on a 
week's trial Saints hope to 
arrange a loan deal with the 
Bordeaux midfielder if he 
impresses this week. 

Bi rmingham are giving a 
trial to AIK Stockholm’s 
Swedish international Alexan- 
der OsthnxL The 21-year-old 
striker will play for the dub’s 
reserves against Sunderland 
today. 

David Platt has made his 
first permanent signing atSam- 
pdoria. The Portuguese mid- 
fielder Giudoni Dorival Jar 
cited the former England skip- 
per as the reason behind his 
move from Porto to SerieA. 



Gary Mabbutt: Ibrced to retire from the game by knee injury at tbe age of 37 AEsport 


icT; 


Ferguson could retire from United in 2003 



ALEX FERGUSON may retire as 
Manchester United manager in 
7_- 2003. United are due to open 
contract negotiations with Fter- 
2- guson over a new deal to re- 
i place his agreement which 
• expires in the summer of 2000. 

Ferguson, 57, who has been 
in charge of Manchester Unit- 
w ed since 1986, is now hinting he 
will step down when he is 61. 
IT.' “Who knows? I may ride off 

into the sunset in four years 
... time,” he said yesterday. 

. Ferguson is already by for 


the longest-servin g manag er in 

the Premier League and to 
stay until 2003-woidd take him 
just almost 17 years at Old 
iraffortL ‘7 7 

Fferguson is hot the only 
United figure intent on re- 
maining at the club well into the 
millennium. The Norwegian 
striker Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is 
determined to see out the re- 
maining five years rtf his seven- 
year contract with the Reds, 
despite Wfest Ham’s reported in- 
terest in him. 


Solskjaer would fill the void 
at Upton Park left by John 
Hartson’s record £7.5m move 
to WimhIedoiL. The striker is 
on the sidelfiibSht Old Traffbrd ' 
and the Norway manager Nils 
Johan Semb, has already 
warned him that his interna- 
tional career will be at risk if 
he is not playing regular first- 
team football. 

But Solskjaer who turned 
down a £5.5m move to Totten- 
ham in August, is determined 
to stay at United and fight for 


his place. He said yesterday: “If 
I hoi been at any other dub but 
United then I think I would have 
gone to the manager and asked 
to legye. But I want to stay here 
aWWm things.” 

Dwight Yorke and Andy Cole 
hare established themselves as 
United’s first choice strike pair- 
ing, but Solskjaer is prepared 
to wait for his chance. He 
added: “The manager can see 
it is a frustrating time for me 
and he also knows I am deter- 
mined to get my place back and 


work for the team. If anyone 
gets injured, and I hope they 
don’t, then I am ready to come 
on. We want to win things this 
year and this is the way to do 
it If you want to stay at Man- 
chester United and wm trophies 
and be successful then you 
hare to work through the re- 
serve games and that is what 
I am doing." 

Meanwhile, the winger 
David Beckham is receiving 
treatment for his groin injury 
as he tries to recover in time 
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Injury forces 
out Mabbutt 


GARY MABBUTT has been 
forced to bring an end to his 
playing career after finally 
admitting defeat in his efforts 
to return to football after a 
serious knee injury. 

The former Tottenham 
defender has been told by a 
specialist to retire, ending a 
four-month rehabilitation after 
surgery to repair a fragmented 
kneecap. 

Mabbutt had been consid- 
ering offers from other clubs 
following the expiry of his con- 
tract at Spurs last summer; but 
his future depended on being 
given a dean bill of health by 
a specialist Those plans have 
now been shelved by the 37- 
year- old, as the latest in a 
long line of problems has 
taken its toll 

Haring been diagnosed a 
diabetic in his early teens, once 
lapsing into a coma when he 
missed an insulin injection, 
Mabbutt had his cheekbone 
shattered by John Fashanu in 
1993 and suffered a broken leg 
on the opening day of the 
1996-97 season. But despite 
being forced to retire, the for- 
mer England international 
who won 16 caps, insisted: 
“Why should I be bitter?" 

He added: “Fve had a fan- 
tastic career and played for one 
of the biggest dubs in the coun- 
try for 16 years, and also played 


for my country. I have a lovely 
wife and beautiful daughter I 
have had nothing to complain', 
about, have 1?” 

Mab butt was a member of 
Spurs' 1984 Uefa Cup-winning ' 
side, and after scoring an own 
goal to gift Coventry the FA Cup ! 
three years later; went on to lift 
the trophy as captain in 1991 . 
after a 2-1 win over Nottingham 
Forest In all he made 618 ‘ 
appearances for To tt enh am , 
scoring 36 goals, but the injuries 
caught up with him. 

He said: “When my contract 
at Tottenham finished last sum- 
mer I had a number of offers to 
become a playermanagei; play- 
er-coach or remain as a player 
As my main love in the game ' 
has been to play I wanted to 
continue as a player for as long . 
as I could. 

“Unfortunately, I left Tot- 
tenham with a knee injury that 
I had picked up during last sea- 
son and although the problem 
seemed minor 1 wanted to get . 
tbe knee sorted out before sign- 
ing for a new club. 

“After a meeting with my 
specialist to discuss the situa- 
tion, it has been decided that it 
is in my best interests to retire 
from professional football 

“X will now wait and see 
what opportunities arise before 
malring a decision on my 
future.” 


Vale chairman 
threatens to sell 


for Sunday’s FA Cup fourth 
round game with Liverpool at 
Old Traffbrd. Ferguson has 
played down the seriousness of 
the problem after the Eng- 
land midfielder limped off dur- 
ing the second half of Teddy 
Scott’s testimonial game 
against Aberdeen. The United 
midfielder Nicky Butt has been 
given tbe all-dear to play at the 
weekend after he pulled out 
of Saturday's game against 
Leicester suffering from a 
migraine. 


A DAY after sacking the long- 
serving John Rudge as man- 
ager; Fort Vale’s chairman 
threatened to sell the struggling 
First Division dub if angry 
fens continued to vilify him 

and his family. 

Bill Bell a Potteries car 
dealer; was speaking to Radio 
Stoke alter backing out of a 
press conference called to de- 
fend the decision to dismiss 
Rudge after 15 years. “As far as 
Pm concerned, I shan’t take 
much flak," he said. “Otherwise 
I might join him [Rudge]. My 
wife has already had abuse on 
the phone, ff that continues, I 
shall walk away as well” 

Bell who said that Vale are 
losing £40,000 per week, ac- 
knowledged that the parting 
with Rudge had been “sad and 
traumatic”. But he insisted 
there was “no alternative" 
other than to seek “a new face" 
after 12 defeats in 14 games and 
with attendances down to W00. 

“It had to be done," Bell 
said. “We needed to stem the 


BY PHIL SHAW 

tide. The commitment on the 
field wasn't what the support- 
ers or ourselves expected it to 
be. We had to do something be- 
cause it's absolutely vital that 
we stay in this division." 

A small huddle of reporters, 
and two television crews, had 
gathered. Bell apparently star- 
tled by the level of interest de- 
clined to address them. Before 
leaving Vale Park he was hedc- 
led by protesters who had wait- 
ed in the rain to demand 
Rudge’s reinstatement One fan 
had earlier walked into the dub’s 
offices and handed in the fami- 
iy’s seven season-tickets, saying: 
“We wont be coming again " 

Bell also confirmed that he 
would be meeting Rudge to 
discuss Vale’s offer of a post as 
director of football. Brian Hor- 
ton, the Brighton manager and 
former Vhle captain, is favourite 
to succeed Rudge after his 
chairman, Dick Knight, said 
he would not stand in his way. 
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Devils hit 
by ban for 
forward 


ICE HOCKEY 


: ^ CARDIFF DEVILS’ Sekonda Su- 
. .-_v perleague title aspirations 
. suffered a severe blow yester- 
" : day when their forward Mike 
MacWUliam was suspended for 
six games. 

-~* ** 0 *' The- punishment from the 

t " Super League disciplinary 
committee follows a brawl at 
foe end of the Devils' game with 
Nottingham Panthers last 
Thursday :. .. 

MacWilliam originally re- 
ceived a game misconduct and 
a gross misconduct penalty for 
fighting But after reviewing a 
video of the incident the ISL 
has thrown the book at tbe 31- 
y ear-old Canadian. 

i _ ,• . v- :.w It means the Devils will now 

■ ■■, : be without the forward in what 
/ •’ is a crucial spell for the Welsh- 
j men. Their win at Manchester 
.j on Sunday - only their second 
-■'! in the last seven games - cut 
i storm’s lead at the top of the 
League to just six points. 

Breaking down bis six-game 
ban, MacWilliam misses two 
matches for unsportsmanlike 
- ’ conduct, one for verbal abuse 
of an official one for being a re- 
■ i peat offender; one for resisting 
a linesman in the discharge of 
his duties and one for collect- 
jug his fourth game misconduct 
jfia g pyj of the season. On top of that, he 
has also been fined £350. 

7T-' V7'-:> Defenceman Frank Evans, 
;j- who was given a game rais- 
, conduct for fighting, has ateo 
further punishment His 

offence has now been upgrad- 

IMfey ed to a match penalty for fight- 
ing and reckless use of tas 
stick. He has been banned for 
’ two games and fined p 50 - 
. . . i*he Devils coach, rani 

• . ' . Heav^, also received awritten 

warning with specific regard to 
the control of his bench. 


BOWLS 

WORLD SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP 
(HoptoD-on-Sea, Norfolk) Sound 
roond: L GlUeft (Big) be S Glasson (Aus) 
7-6 «-7 7-3 7-2; Rttewman (Eng) bt R 
Brassey (NZ) 7-0 1-7 7-4 7-3. TOrd 
roond: D Holt (Eng) bt P Foster (Scot) 
7-1 7-6 7-5. 

CRICKET 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (Final daw of 
four): Perth: Western Australia 245 [R 
M Baker 73, M E Hussey 62; A Symonds 
4-39} and 209 (AJ Bidtef 4-56): Queens- 
land 375 (5 G Law 168) and 81 ror 4. 
Queensland woo by 6 wickets. 

FOOTBALL 

FOOTBALL CONFBIENCE: Postponed; 
Leek v Southport (waterlogged pilch). 

FA UMBRO TROPHY Third roond: 
Postponed: Hitchtn v EnHetd; Weston- 
super-Mare v Raunds; Slough v Ruahden 
A Diamonds. 

JEIMSON WESSEX LEAGUE Rrst M- 
afstoo: Postponed: Tocton v Fareham. 
RYMAN LEAGUE Puna Cup Second 
round: Po st poned: Dulwich Hamlet v 
Hampton: 'Hendon « Heybridge Swifts. 
IRISH COCA-COLA LEAGUE CUP Pre- 
liminary round: Postponed: Newry v 
Lame: Omagh v Limavady 
MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Carling 
Premiership: Aston Villa 3 Everton D. 
Tanneries Scottish Cup Second round: 
Queen's F’ark 1 Oactmacuddln 1 (replay 
tonight). S ec o nd ro un d replay: Seining 
2 Montrose 1 (Stirling avray to Hibernian 
bt third round). fiA Cartsberg Vtase 
Fourth roaodb Bowers Urd 1 Mtoodbrtdge 
Town 2 (act: Woodbridge at home to Cam- 
berley Town In fifth round). Ryman 
League Puna Cap eMrd round] Enfield 
O Pur fleet 2. Dr Martens league Pre- 
mier DMsIon: Postponed: Atherscone 
Utd v Gresley Ravers. UtdBood League 
Rrst Dfufstow Ashton Utd 3 Great Har- “ 
wood Town 0. North Western Trains 
Loagne Floodlit Trophy third roond: 
Cunon Ashton 1 Newcastle Town D.Poo- 
tins League Premier DMAn Blackburn 
0 Liverpool 0. Third DMsian; Darling- 
ton 1 Hartlepool 2. Anon lo sorau oi Coro- 
btaadon Rntt Dhdsfcw: Peterborough 1 
Arsenal 0. The Times lAYbtrii Gap Ihhd. 
ronntfc Postpo n ed: Watford » Romford. 
Foonta rooad: Preston 1 Arsenal 4. 'teddy 
Scott Testimonial; Aberdeen l Man- 
chester Utd 1 (Aberdeen wfn 7-6 ar penal- 
ties). Beigfan League: Genh 3 Ostend 0. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of men - 
including a police 
sergeant and a bank 
manager - who 
appeared in a Hong 
Kong court yesterday 
charged with 
involvement in a 
football bribery case. 


GOLF 

IIS RYDER CUP TEAM STANDINGS: 1 

D Duval 762.500pts; 2 M OTMeara 737300: 
3 J Furyk 515.500: A T Woods 506.875: 
5 D Love 477300: 6 5 Strieker 412.500: 
7 F Couples 367.500: 8 B Mayfair 347.500; 

9 P Mkfce&on 331 .250: 10 ) 5tuman 
315.417:11 F RinJt 305.000: 12» JMag- 
eert. L Janzen 295.000; 14 J Leonard 
294.375; 13 P Stewart 292.500. ( The top 

10 (oBowbig the US PGA Championship bt 
August autarnatkanyQBSfy Ibrihe 72-man 
US team to play the 33nd Ryder Cup against 
Europe. September 24-26. of The Country 
Chib. BrookUne. Massachusetts). 
WOMEN'S WORLD RANKINGS: 1 A 
5orensam (Swe) 472J?4pt3: 2 K W*fc> (AusJ 
335.26: 3 K fobbtre (US) 25734: A L Davies 


|G B) 269.49: 3 D Andrews (US) 23B.34: 
6 H Alfredsson (Swe] 23&22; 7 L Neumann 
(5 we) 2TB. 32; 8J Inkster fUS) 216.03: 9 
M MaHon (US) 181.16; 10 S Burton (US) 
1 76.97. Other GB or hi: 19 L Hackney 
125.96: 22 T Johnson 114.85: 27 A 
Nicholas 11 1.58; 49CMatlhew 57.75; 57 
H Dobson 51. IB: 66 L Falrdough 48-24; 
88 J Mootfle 37 66; 89 J Moriey36.75: 92 
D Barnard 34.B8: 99 K Marshall 32 35 : 100 
W Dicks 32.80. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Boston 8 Nashvile 1: San Jose 4 New 
Jersey 1; Carolina 4 Toronto 2; Montreal 
4 Washington 4 (at ) : Buffalo 4 Raida 0: 
Philadelphia 5 Ottawa 0; Vancouver 5 Dal- 
las 3: Anaheim 5 Pittsburgh 3. 

RALLYING 

MONTE CARLO RAUY TOrd dapBgtUA 

dmod stage (261 .1 6km): 1 T MaMnen 
(Rn) Mitsubishi Lancer 3hr 5mln 59.5sec 



2 G Pantzz) (FT) Subaru Impnaa +5 6.1 sec 

3 J KanWojnen (Rn) Subaru Impreaa +1 min 
42.4sec 4 P Llacri (It) Seat Cordoba 
+2^5.6: 5 C McRae (GBI Ford Focus 
+239.7; 6 F Ddecour (Fr) Ford Escort 
+3:43J& 7 B Thlry (Bel) Subaru bnpreta 
+3.-57.1: 8 D Auria (Fr) Toyota Corolla 
+4:49.7; 9 H Rwanpera (Hn) Seat Cordoba 

'+5:45.4: 10 R Bums ((S) Subaru bnpreza 
+6:13^. Overall: 1 Maklnen 3hr 4fimln 
56 Jsec 2 Panntzl 3:50.42.1: 3 KarMtunen 
351 .023; 4 McRae 3:51 .44 J; S Detaour 
3:53.06^; 10 Bums 3:5831.9. 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless slated 

FA CUP 

THIRD-ROUND REPLAY 
Notts County v Sheffield Utd (7.45) m 
. - TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP .• 
SECOND-ROUND REPLAY 

Oachnacudefin v Queen's Park 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

UrtngHon v East Rft 

THIRD DIVISION 

Dumbarton v Berwick — ... 

HL UMBRO TROPHY Third round: ftad- 
dBfcBcratBhwNorthwichVlccoria(7.45). 
UNIBOND LEAGUe CHALLENGE CUP 
■ SeoMd-rotiad raptey: Bishop Auckland 
V Parsley Critic. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE CUP Second 
rand: Radng Oub WtowiA* Sutton CoU* 

(ted Town. 

RYMAN LEAGUE Second DMdoa: 
Hariow vHemd Hempstead (7.45). TOrd 
DMsIon: Southall v Croydon Alh (7.45). 
sonwnx D«ECr LEAGUE Pnuuler 
DMskMK Chippenham w Keynsham (7.45). 
1MNSTONLEAD RENT LEAGUE PK- 
nfcr DMsIon: Cray Wbndercre v Faver- 
sham. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Hne DMNok HaUsham v Eastbourne Utd. 
NORTH WESTBCN TRAINS LEAGUE 
Rnt DMslotr. Ramsbottom v Mosstey . 


RUGBY UNION 
WALES TRAINING SQUAD (Flue Na- 
dons* awpkwsMpw Scotland, 6 Feb- 
raara MarrayfMd): Nra o nte A Lewis. 
J Hwnptaress. D Tbong (an Cardiff). C An- 
thony. D Morris. B Emim (all Swansea) . 
B Williams (Richmond). P Rogers (Lon- 
don Irish), C OnJnneO (FBchmoncT). C 
Wyatt. 5 OulonelL III lAwle (an Uanelll). 
C Cbarvis (Swansea). Ill fMIHams (Pon- 
typridd). Barks: S Haworth (Sale). D 
Jainas (Pont>prWd), M ihylor. S Gibbs 
(Swansea). G Thomas. A SalBwon. M 
Rayer (an Cardiff). N Jenkins (fton- 
typrldd). R Howfey (Cardiff). N Booby- 
«r (Uanelll). D Uetedlyn (Ebbw tele), A 
Bateman (Richmond). S John [West 
Hardepool). 


Postponed: Richmond w Leicester 
naterlogqal: rearranged to Tuesday . . 
uory at MadefsU Stadhm, Reading). 
WELSH CHALLENGE TROPHY Pool A: 
P usUxiu ntfc Pontyprtdcl v Eran bu r g ti Rchrers 
(waterlogged pom playing tonight). 

SAILING 

British hopes oF major financial 
support for the 1999-2000 Amer- 
ica’s Cup took a knock yesterday as 
the Spirit of Britain chairman, Pro- 
fessor Andrew Graves, announced 
that the ‘protracted' negotiations 
of the last three weeks wim a group 
seeking to restructure the whole 
campaign “have not produced any 
funding^. But separate talks with a 
major manufacturer are continuing, 
though time to make boat-building 
and other deadlines has almost run 
out. 

SNOOKER 

NATIONS CUP (tetewese Arena, New- 
enstf*): Northern Ireland bt England 6-5: 
Scodand bt Wales 8-3. 

SQUASH 

The British Open Championships, 
scheduled for the National Indoor 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


WWIMU BCT»I CMIT nip (Vnr- 

rar-Rral first leg: Cowes Sports v Ham- 
ble AjSC 

ARMOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Hnt DMsicro: BlIHngham Town 
v BedUngton Terriers; Jarrow Roofing v 
West Auckland. 

BV YOUTH CUP TNnUrouud replays: 
Hartlepool Utd v Barnet (7.0): Notting- 
ham Forest v West Bromwich Albion (7.0) 
(at The Hawthorns). 

PONTONS LEAGUE Premier Dlirtsloa: 
5 Birrrtrwtwniv Sunderland (7.15) (atlled- 
nesfard ism FQ-, Ijicestar w Preston (7.0). 
An DtartskMc Middlesbrough v Barns- 
ley (70) (at BOnaftam Smttanla FQ-. Port 
tele v Wolverhampton (7.0); West 
Bromwich v Burnley [7.01 (at Halesowen 
fownPQ. Second DkiMow Huddersfield 
v Rotherham (7,01: Lincoln v Shrewsbury 
(2X1) (A (iwohUilFC): Newcastle v Brad- 
ford (2.0) (at Newcastle RUFC); v 
Scarborough (7.0). TOrd Dfvfcrioiu Bury 
v Rochdale (2.0); Hull v Chesterfield 

(2.0) ; Scunthorpe v Halifax (7.0); Wigan 
v Chester (2.0). P otpou ed; Walsall v 
Carlisle. Lugoe Cop Group Three: 
D-anmen! y Manchester Gey (7. 1 5). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Riw DMsIon: Bournemouth vWycairte 

(2.0) (at Wycombe)', Brentford v MlllwaH 
(l.Oj; Chariton v Northampton (7.0): 
Chelsea v; Oxford (7.0): Ipswich v Swin- 
don (7.0): Norwich v Reading; Southamp- 
ton v Luton; Tottenham v Cambridge. 
Postp oned . Wimbledon v Watford, 


Arena in Birmingham from 24 to 28 
March, are to be postponed until the 
autumn because erf problems of gain- 
ing sponsors For the event. 

NATIONAL SUPER LEAG U E: Halifax in- 
surance 1 Dunrauen Windows Maesreg 2 
[HoWax names first A Joes tost to D Evans 
3-9 4-9 3-9: P Hargrave lost to M Calms 
6-9 8-10 3-9: D Compton bt G Tippings 
9-6 tO-8 7-9 5-9 9-4). 

SUMO 

NEW YEAR GRAND TOURNAMENT 
(Tbkyo) 10th day (of 15): Asahiyura- 
ka (won 4. lost 6) bt Asanosho (4-6): 
Kjnkajyama (1-9) bt Mitoizumi (4-6): Go- 
[oro (5-5) bt Ganyu (6-41: tbchlnonada 
(6*4) bt Wakanofo (5-5); Kaiho 15-5) bt 
Oglnkhfld (5-5): Kyokusftuzan (5-5) be Oe- 
waarashi (1-6. absent for three rounds): 
Hamanoshlma (8-2) bt terao (5-51: Chiy- 
otenzan (7-3) bt Hlgonoumi (6-4); Tokl 


Hlgonoumi (G 


AkJnoshlma (7-3): Dejima (5-5) bt Tochl- 
azeuna (5-5): Musoyama (7-3) bt Tatnaka- 
suga (3-7); Kotonowaka (6-4) bt Kalo 
(4-6): Musashtmaru (5-5) bt Mlnatofuji 
(3-7); Chlyot^kai (9-1) bt Tikanonami 


(3-7): Oilyotalkai (9-1) bt Xakanon 
(4-6); Kocoryu (5-5) bt IManohana (6-4); 
Wakanohana (10-0) br Tokltsumnl (3-7). 


SWIMMING 

Fina, the world governing body, is 
offering SI 5.000 (£9.000) for each 
world record broken at the world 
short-course championships In Hong 
Kong From 1 to 4 April. 

Montreal is to bid to stage the 2003 
world long-course championships. 

WORLD CUP SHORT COURSE MEET- 
ING (Hobart, ‘bwaanial: Man: SOw 
backstroke: 1 M Welsh (Aus) 24.89: 2 
A Radley (Aus) 25.41: 3 □ Carlsson 
(Swe) 25.76. 50m freestyle: 1 N Rickard 
(Aus) 22.28; 2 A Luderitz (Geri 22.41; 3 
L Frolander (Swe) 2247: 5 S Brtnn (GB) 
22.75. 100m breastseroka: 1 P IsaKs- 
son (Swe) 1:00.52: 2 P Rogers (Aus) 
1 fl0.73; 3 D Ftorauand (It) 1 m90. 1 00m 
butterfly: 1 L Frolander (Swe) 52.67: 2 


RUGBY UNION 
WELSH CHALLENGE TROPHY 
POOL A 

Aberavon v Natal Wildebeest (7.0) 

Caerphilly v Georgia (7.1 5) — 

Pontypridd v Edinburgh Reivers (7.15) .. 

POOLS 

Bridgend v Gauteng Falcons (7.1 5) — 

Newport v Blue Bulls (7.0) 

OJUB MATCHES; Oxford University « 
Combined London University (7.15): Cam- 
bridge University v RAF (7.15). Post- 
poned: Royal Navy v Combined London 

BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Manchester Gr> 
ants v Worthing Bears [7.30); Thames tel- 
ley Tigers v London Towers (8.0). 

~ ICE HOCKEY 
SSB0NDA SUPBGEAGUE: Ayr Scottish 
Eagles v Bracknell Bees (7.30). 

OTHER SPORTS 
BOWLS: World Indoor Singles Champ- 
ionship for Potters Leisure Resort, Hop- 
ton-an-Sea, NorfoUt). 

5NOOKBE Ouaflfylng for Regal Scottish. 
British Open, World Qumpansrep (at Nor- 
bredk CasdeHatei, BSadqroof). Nations Cup 
(of hdewest Arena, Newcastle). 


M Klim (Aus) 53.57: 3 L Dunne (Aus) 
53.84. 200m backstroke: 1 B Bridge- 
water (US) 1:55.25: 2 E Merisi [It) 
1:57.10: 3 R Romtso (Bra) 1 :5B-52: 2O0m 
freestyle: 1 I Thorpe (Aus) 1:45.71: 2 
G Hacked (Aus) 1:47.04; 3 KBm 1 :47.30. 
1500m Freestyle: 1 G Hackett (Aus) 
14:4396: 2 E Brembilla (It) 14:57.37: 3 
M Hooper (US) 15:00.08. 200m imfl- 
utdual roedtey: 1 M Dunn |Aus) 1 :5839; 
2 C Keller (Ger) 1:58.84: 3 j Norris (Aus) 
2:00.51. 


J Thompson (US) 26.55; 2 A-K Kammer- 
Bn s (Swe) 26.77: 3 J Soberg (Swe) 27.09; 
5 N Jackson (GB) 27.69. 100m back- 
stroke: 1 A Buschschuite (Ger) 1 KM.84; 
2 M Nakao (Japan) 1:01 12; 3 G Rooney 
(Aus) 1:0128. 100m rraitseykr. 1 J 
Thompson (US) 53.65: 2 K Meissner (Ger) 
54.48; 3 LJohnke (Swe) 55.18. 200m 
bneoststrolce: 1 S Kfiey (Aus) 2:25.43; 
2 Hul 01 (Ch) 2:25.88: 3 A 5hirata 
(Japan) 2:26.93. 2O0m bocterfTy: j S 
O'Neill (Aus) 2:07.36: 2 K Jake (Ger) 


2:1121; 3 S/oberg 2:1131; 5 M Redder 
(GB) 2:11.48. 4O0m heestyle: 1 S-J 
D'Arcy (Aus) 4:10.42: 2 J Linkage (Swe) 
4:12.82: 3 J Nakatanl (Japan) 4:12.87. 


MMdual medley: 1 J Malar (Can) 
4:38.12: 2 J Par men ter (US) 4:44.12; 3 
M McMahon (Aus) 4:44.44. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 

first, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions In 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


TENNIS 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN ( Melbourne) 
Men's stngtes, fbst round: J Courier (US) 
bi P Wessds (Netft) 6-3 6-2 7-6: G Raoux 
(Ft) bt A Martin (Sp) 6-3 7-5 6-4; F San- 
toro (Fr) br D Calwell (US) 6-2 6-4 6-4. 
T Haas (Gal bt M Konimann (Ger) 7-6 6-2 
7-5: A Medvedev (Ukri bt J Bower (5A) 
7-66-1 3-6 6-3: W mau (23m) btAVanea 
(Rom) 6-2 6-4 6-1: V Spadea (US) be R 
Delgado (Par) 6-7 6-3 6-2 6-0: J Alonso 
(Sp) be SLareau (Can) 6-3 6-4 fri N Kiefer 
(Ger) bt C MOYA (Sp) 6-7 6-4 7-6 6-3: G 


(Ger) bt C MOYA (Sp) 6-7 6-4 7-6 6-3: G 
Pozzi (It) be O Serrano (It) 3-6 6-3 7-6 
6-3: A AGASSI (U5) btHGumy (Are) 6-0 
6-3 6-0: P Korda (Cz Rep) bt G fflanco 
(Sp) 6-3 6-7 6-4 6-7 6-2; G RU5EDSJ0 
(GB) bt S Draper (Aus) 7-6 2-6 6-4 7-6; 
A Ravel (Rom) br J Sanchez (Sp) 7-6 6-2 
4-6 6-4: J Sroitenberg (Aus) be F Jons son 
(Swe) 6-3 7-6 6-4: C Amaud (Fr) bt S 
Campbell (US) 4-6 6-3 6-4 6-4: P Gotstetn 


(Aur) 6-4 6-3 6-2: S Huet (Fr) bt A Di 
Rasquale (Fr) 1-6 6-3 6-2 7-5; L toux (Fr) 
bt A Portas (Sp) 6-3 6-1 6-2: S Schalken 
(Neth) be T Muster (Autl 2-6 6-3 6-3 6-3; 
5 DosedelJCz Rep) be fa Pescarlu (Rom) 

6- 4 6-3 6-3: L Hewitt (Aus) bt C P10UNE 
(Fr) 6-3 6-1 6-1. 

Woman's singles, first ronnd: A 

KOURMKOVA (Rus) bt J Craytoas (US) 7-6 

7- 5; K Brandi (US) bt A Cocheteux (Fr) 
6-1 6-1 ;S Williams (US) btRSandu (Rom) 


5 DosedelJCz Rep) be fa Pescarlu (Rom) 
6-4 6-3 6-3: L Hewitt (Aus) bt C PIOUNE 


6-2 6-3; J Halard-Decugls (Fr) bt AMoiik 
(Aus) 6-4 3-6 6-3: S GRAF (Ger) bt P 
Suarez (Arg) 6-0 6-3: A Dechaume- 
Ballerec (Fr) bt D Chladkova (Cz Rep) 6-4 
6-2: E Ca liens (Bd) bt Wbng ShUTng (Uw) 
6-2 6-3: S TES1UD (Fr) bt T Snyder (US) 
6-3 6-2: E Likhovtseva (Rus) bt N M (va- 
gi (Japan) 6-2 6-2: A Glass (Ger) be 5 Fa- 
rina (It) 4-6 7-5 6-4; A Serra-ZinertJ (It) 
be M Dlaz-Oliva (Arg) 6-1 6-2: T Panova 
(Rus) bt T Tanasugam (Thai) 7-5 7-6: V 
R Rucual (Sp) bt R Bobfcoua (Cz Rep) 6-0 
6-3: B Schwartz (Aut) bt M Shaughnessy 
(US) 6-3 6-2: A COETZER |SA) bt SKleino- 
va (Cz Rep) 6-4 2-6 7-5: M Seles (US) bt 
T Krizan (Sloven) 6-1 6-0: A SANCHEZ VTC- 
ARIO (Sp) bt M De Swardt (SA) 6-2 6-2: 
A Frazier (US) bt A Sugiyama (Japan) 6-3 
4-6 6-4; R Grande (lt)be T Gartjm (It) 6-7 
6m 9*7; S Appeimarts (Bel) be C Martinez 
Granados |Spj 6-0 6-2; A Serra-Zanetd (It) 
bt M Diaz-tilrva (Argj 6-1 6-2: M HINGIS 
(Swit) bt L Ostertoh (US) 6-2 6-]; M 
PIERCE (Ft) bt C Watson (Aus) 6-2 6-1; 
J DoMc (Ausj bt E Makarova (Rus) 6-3 5-7 
6-4; J Lee (Taw) bt L Neineckova (Cz Rep) 
6-0 6-2: B Schetc (Aut) bt J Kandarr (Ger) 

6- 4 6*0; 5 Reeves (US) bt F Berletd (It) 

7- 5 6-3: M J Fernandez (US) bt L Goiarsa 
(It) 6-1 6-0: E Dementieva (Rus) bt G Pizzl- 
ctunl (It) 6-3 6-4: M Saeki (Japan) bt 5 
Jeyaseetan (Can) 6-3 6-0; A Kremer (Lux) 
be C Barclay (Aus) 6-3 6-2; U Fang (Ch) 
bt R Kud Ris (Hun) 7-5 6-4: M Serna (Spl 
bt S PlttowshJ (Ft) 6-4 7-6. 

Seeds in capitols 


Resort Area Comment Slopes (cm) Last Temp Forecast 

open Lwr Upr snow 

ANDORRA 

Pas de la Casa 100% Ffacked powder 80 100 15.1 -7C Changeable 

AUSTRIA 

AJpbach 100% V good at altitude 20 80 14.1 -3C Sunny 

Sc WoirganglDO% Variable pistes 50 80 14.1 -3C Settled 

BULGARIA 

Pamporovo 100% Needs fresh snow 25 45 15.1 iCSunny. clear 

CANADA 

Trembtom ..100% Packed powder 40 60 T 5.1 OCOoudy snow 

FRANCE 

Tlgnes .60% Powder high ip 78 170 14.1 -SC Overcast 

tel morel .-...95% Firm packed snow 65 145 14.1 -4C Cloud 

ffAiy 

Counnayeur 1 00% tellee Blanche open50 BO 15.1 -4C Overcast 

Pas» Tofvtie 75% Glacier now dosed! 00 120 13.1 -3C Overcast 

NORWAY 


Hemsedal....100% Conditions better 70 80 16.1 -1C Cloudy 

SCOTLAND 


Cairngorm ....90% Rims need prepar)ng20 45 18.1 -JC Light snow 

SWITZERLAND 

Kksters 95% Ejoflem cnashg ius40 150 13.1 -4C Dry bright 

UNITED STATES 

Mai! 85% Powder/packed 100 120 ii!i -4CBroken doud 

Information supplied by Shi Hotline 


Calls to 0901 cost 60p per mlr, 0906 cost El per min, 0870 cans are standard national race. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

mmwoddmancoai The report ed 
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England’s 
precarious 
peace deal 


WHO WOULD have thought it? 
In the biggest shock to hit 
rugby since New Zealand beat 
Japan in the 19% World Cup - 
the All Blades sneaked a tight 
game 145-17 - England were 
last night re-admitted to the 
Five Nations championship 
after a whole 24 hours in the 
wilderness. The sport’s gov- 
erning classes could sleep 
soundly in their beds once 
more, safe in the knowledge 
that their astonishing ability to 
make Fred Karno's Army look 
like the SAS remained undi- 
minished. 

The entirety predictable con- 
clusion to this latest pseudo-po- 
litical charade came when 
Allan Hosie, the Scottish chair- 
man of the Five Nations com- 
mittee, emerged from a fireside 
meeting in a Glasgow pub to 
trumpet an agreement 
thrashed out with Brian 
Baister, the chairman of the 
Rugfiy Football Union, and Bill 
Beaumont, the former Eng- 
land Grand Slam captain, who 
was drafted in to play the hon- 
est broker role. But while Hosie 
and Beaumont spoke of their 
“(Might” at reaching a solution, 
others were counting the cost 
of another desperately damag- 
ing episode in the short but 
chaotic history of professional 
union. 

Revered rugby figures 
queued up to pour scorn on a 
body of administrators now 
thoroughly discredited: Rob 
Andrew, the former England 
outside-half, described the 
events of the last few days as 
“staggering” while Gavin Hast- 
ings. who captained both Scot- 
land and the Lions, said he was 
“sickened” by this latest out- 
break ofbrinksmanship. Serge 
Blanco, the great French full- 
back who is fast emerging as 
one of the most influential fig- 
ures in European rugby, spoke 
of his “ disbelief” at the break- 
down between England and 
their Celtic neighbours. 

Despite yesterday’s hastily 
concocted deal, the critics will 
hardly have been reassured 


RUGBY UNION 


by Chris Hew Err 

by the conflicting statements is- 
sued by the two sides. While 
Hose was insisting that the 
RFU had agreed “unequivo- 
cally” to abide by the terms of 
the 1996 Five Nations Accord on 
the division of television 
monies, the document at the 
heart of the dispute, the power- 
brokers of Twickenham were 
equalty adamant that their wor- 
ries over the small print would 
be fully addressed. “We are 
pleased that this agreement has 

been reached and that we can 
now begin discussions on our 
concerns regarding the ac- 
cord,” said FTancis Baron, the 
RFlTs chief executive. 

As the dust settled on a day 
of frenzied diplomatic activity 
it became clear that the spon- 
sors of the championship, 
Lloyds TSB, had succeeded in 
banging together a few heads. 
Ririous senior company rep- 
resentatives met Roger Pick- 
ering. the Five Nations chief 
executive, in London and made 
it abundantly dear that their ex- 
isting deal was very much at 
risk. Not surprisingly, the po- 
tential loss of £12 million con- 
centrated rugby minds 
wonderfully. 

Even though the RFU has 
agreed that Arthur Harverd, 
an independent valuer ap- 
pointed by the Law Society, 



Beaumont: Honest broker 


can now begin his long-de- 
layed investigation into the 
distribution of the millions of 
pounds generated by the most 
popular annual championship 
in world sport, the tourna- 
ment is not yet out of the 
woods. Twickenham’s com- 
mercial hard-liners, led by 
Baron, are deeply suspicious 
of the terms of an accord 
signed during a previous man- 
agement regime and despite 
their relative wealth - they re- 
ceive £13 million a year from 
BSkyB broadcasting rights 
alone - they are cer tain to 
press for a more favourable 
deal at the forthcoming talks. 

In particular, they want to 
know how much money Italy 
wiD bring to the table when the 
first Six Nations championship 
is launched next year and, 
more importantly still, they will 
demand clarification of the cur- 
rent French position in relation 
to television cash. Somewhere 
along the One, ftance managed 
to negotiate a cosy little get- out 
clause allowing them to keep 
every last franc of their own TV 
income until 2002. Under the ac- 
cord, the other Five Nations 
countries must pool their in- 
come. 

Even if the independent val- 
uation is accepted by all sides 
and the money squabbles come 
to an end, the poison released 
by this affair is likely to stay in 
the bloodstream of the north- 
ern hemisphere game for a 
good while yet Leading RFU 
figures believe a kangaroo 
court was in operation in 
Dublin last Friday when the ex- 
pulsion decision was taken 
without a formal Five Nations 
committee vote, and still con- 
sider themselves the meat in a 
Celtic sandwich. Only when 
the Italians come on board 
next year will they feel less ex- 
posed to the whims of Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland, whose block 
voting antics were one of the 
prime causes of the En glish 
clubs’ boycott of this season’s 
European Cup. 

More rugby, page 25 


THE WEDNESDAY CROSSWORD 

NOJ824 Wednesday 20 January by Aquila Tuesday’s Solution 



ACROSS 

I Risks being left out of 
3’s part of church? (7) 

5 Source of magnetic 
storm in tomd holiday 
resort? (7) 

9 New motoring article 
concerned with angular 
functions (15) 

10 Rambler involved in 
Karachi kerfuffle (5) 

II No bigger helpings of 
soot for 20? (9) 

12 Make unpredictable Ro- 
man ides, perhaps (9) 

14 Grasses blown in the 
wind (5) 

15 Attitude of those in trou- 
ble (5) 

16 Mowing endless com- 
plaint, tiro turns out to 
be clumsy (9) 

18 Model just to provide 


protection for writer (9) 

21 Better half goes to city, 
by and by (5) 

22 Stop, possibly, wander- 
ing up mountain track 
(11,41 

23 Book store (7) 

24 Time of graceful deliver- 
ies? (7) 


DOWN 
One who 

dear to the French (7) 
Nether Wallop (1,42,3,5) 
Lads in the stalls? (9) 
Second hood on chim- 
ney has a dirty look (5) 
Veronica, say, to race ex- 
" (9) 

i never broken? (5) 
le pale eccentric 
with letter not under 
cover (7,8) 


egivmg 
us slate pieces (7) 

13 Come in and settle 
down (9) 

14 Fragrance of elder; once 
cut up? (9) 

15 One who dodges frolic at 
quarters (7) 

17 Old jailer’s name 
at heart of theatrical 
flop (7) 

19 Ttav-way blade (5) 

20 Ravel’s dance? (5) 
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England's Graeme Hick steers the ball away on the leg side during Ids unbeaten 66 yesterday against Sri I<anka 

Gough’s intelligence 
the decisive contribution 


AUspofc - 



IT IS beginning to look seriously 
as if England are on a rolL One- 
day cricket may be a hothouse 
casino where the wheel of for- 
tune can turn quickly but they 
have surely stacked up too 
many winnings to blow it all 
now. An emphatic seven-wicket 
rictoiy over Sri Lanka here was 
their fourth from five matches 
in the Carlton & United Series 
and by some distance their 
most emphatic. 

The contest was aD but de- 
cided eartywhen Darren Gough 
blasted his way through toe Sri 
Lankan top order Recovery 
from 21 for 4 is a monumental 
task in any form of cricket and 
in the abbreviated variety is bor- 
dering on tiie impossible. There 
is simply too little room left far 
manoeuvre. That Sri Lanka re- 
covered to make as many as 178 
all out was largely down to the 
cool authority of their captain, 
AtjunaRanafamga, but the total 
entered the realms of compet- 
itiveness onty narrowly. They al- 
ready seemed consigned to 
their third de feat of trian- 
gular and their eight consecu- 
tively in all. 

England, who brought in 
John Crawley for Neil Fair- 
brother on fitness grounds and 
Vince Wells for Ashley Gfleson 
tactical ones, started confidently 
in pursuit They lost both open- 
ers in swift succession taut were 
then guided to the finishing line 
by Graeme Hick, who was as 
controDed as he had been in Syd- 
ney two days earlier It was 
Gough, rightly, who won the 
man of the match award. 

This has been a long tour for 
the Ybrkshireman and if he is 
tired, or jaded, or both it is per- 


CRICKET 


BY STEPHEN BRENKLEY 
in Melbourne 

Sri Lanka 186 
England 189-3 
England win by 7 1 pickets 

fectly understandable. But he 
has bowled his socks oft for 
three months, often without 
his due reward. He has been 
nothing short of noble in Eng- 
land’s cause and his opening 
spell yesterday fitted neatly 
into the routine. He was quick 
and he gave nothing away and 
his wickets were earned by a 
combination of intelligent and 
incisive bowling. 

He had Sanatb Jayasuriya 
caught low down at point, 
bowled Romesh Kaluwilharana 
with a ball of good length which 
whistled past toe outside edge 
persuaded Marvan Atapattu to 
flirt outside the oft stump and 


to complete toe set dispatched 
a yorker beneath Hashan 
Tfflakaratnes bat The spell 
was 4 for 5 in 21 balls and no- 
body. except the hapless Sri 
Lankans, would have be- 
grudged him a single one. 

Gough refused to set wicket 
targets at toe start of toe tour 
-smaH wonder since his return 
of 21 in the Ashes series was 
scant return for storting ef- 
forts - but he has certainty en- 
hanced his status. He has 
stayed fit and free of iqjury for 
toe first time on such along trip, 
although not as he wryly ob- 
served after this victory free of 
pain. This was one of the good 
nights but that point served to 
remind what a hard and thank- 
less job fast bowling can be. 

At the point Gough took his 
fourth wicket, Ranatunga shuf- 
fled his way to the crease and 
took in the afternoon air If he 
was at all perturbed it was im- 
possible to tell, though maybe he 


chewed his gum a bit more 
quiddy At toe crucial landmark 
of 15 overs the great pinch hit- 
ters of the modern game were 
27 for 4, Alan MuflaCy having 
given Gough splendid new ball 
support Ranatunga chewed his 
gum and stuck out his chest He 
treats the frenetidsm of one-day 
cricket by making it look as ifhe 
is off for a gentle stroll in the 
park. 

He never wastes energy in 
running the first one quiefetyfer 
instance, unless absolutely nec- 
essary. He knows instinctively 
when there is one and saunters 
it, probably musing on the 
meaning of life on the way. 
When he bats he looks as ifhe 
could be anywhere else in the 
world but a cricket pitch. It is 
all part of the Aijuna Roadshow, 
of course. He is alert to every 
ball and to every trick, though 
he is not quite as swift ou his 
feet as events wore to transpire. 

Despite the crisis, he and the 


MELBOURNE SCOREBOARD 


Srt Lanka won toss Mb 1-10 (Jayasuriya). 2-19 (Kaluwfttv 

SR) LANKA arana). 3-20 (Atapattu]. 4-21 

ST Jayasuriya c Hussain b Gough 1 (TlBakaratne). 5-48 (Jayawanlena). 6-140 

19 min. 17 baas (Chandana). 7-158 pMckramasinghe). 

ffi S Kaluwitharsna b Gough 15 9-1 80 (Ranatunga]. 9-184 (Muralichaianj. 

28 min. 20 bans. 3 fours 10-166 (Zoys a). 

M S Atapattu c Hick b Gough 1 BowHng: Gcwgft 103-28-4 (7-3-10-4 

16mto. 1/ baBs 10-3-23-1 (w3) (8- 

H P TDiaharacne b Gough 0 2-12-0 20-1 )-l): HoBoafte 9-0-46-2 (7- 

79 min, 73 baBs 0-34-1 2-0-12-1): EaBmn 10-0-32-0 

D P M Jayawaidena c Stewart Cr ? ft WMM i 

b Hoflioake 1 2 3 -°-20-0 (one spell each). 

SB min. 38 boas, t four Pregrew SO; 100 min. 138 balls. 10O: 

•A Ranatunga run out (HussafeGough) ..76 £38 min. 201 b alls. 1 5tte 178 min. 263 
IS I mb i. 70S boas. 5 fours bans. 15 ow n scare! 27 far 4. 

UDU Chandana c Weds b Croft 50 HMtenga 50: 105 n*t,76ba»s. 3 fairs. 

73 min. 68 bolls, 3 torn Chandana 50: 71 militate, 3 fauns. 

G P Wlchramaslnghe b Hollkaake. JB ENGLAND 

76 min. 70 baits. 7 tour N V Knight c Jayasuriya b Zoysa 31 

WPUJC V&asnctout 11 48 mm. 36 bobs. 2 fours 

22 mto, IS baSs *tA J Stewart c Ranatunga b Zoysa .20 

M Murafiduran c Hussain b Mullaliy 1 54 mm. 35 boUs. 3 fours 

3 mto. 3 baits 0 A Hk* not out >.....66 

D N T Zoysa run out (Eaftam-Muiialty) ....0 140 mto. 101 balls. 3 tours 
2 mto, 0 baits N Hussain sc Kahiwlcharana 

Extras {to8.w3) 1 1 b Murallcharan _29 

fatal (209 ndn, 50 oners) 186 65 mn. 51 boBs. 3 lours 


J P Crawley not out _..3 j 

68 mto. 52 baBs. I four 

Eatns (fa2.w7.nb3) _„12 

faoi (far 3, IBS Mn, *5-2 overs) 189 
ftll: 1-52 (Knight). 2-53 (Stewart). 3-M5 
(Hussain). 

5“ ■* *>ac A J I Hoflioake. M A Ealham, 
V J Weils. R D B Croft. D Gough, A D 
Mullatly. 

BawBw: IBM 10-0-39-0 fnbll (4-0- 
2 1 -0 *3-7-0 2 -0-8-0 2-0-3-01; Hftckn- 
BMlngba 100-35-0 fw2) (7-0-22-0 
3-0-13-0); Zoysa 6-1-22-2 (wl) (one 
MornUUiaran IIMMrtVI (^2) 
(5-0-23-0 3-0-10-1 2-O-7-0); Chandana 
fi"* 1 (2-O-S-O i-0-12-0 3-0 
-160 0.2-0-5-0): Jayasnrffa 2-0-13-0 
(w2) (one sped). 

Progress: SO: AS mirv. 64 bails. 100: 108 
min, 152 baits. 150; 154 mtn, 218 balls 
IS mars score: 60 for 2. 

Hfc* 50: 1 10 mm. 77 balls. 2 Tours. 
Resale: England won by 7 wickets. 

Man or the match: □ Gough 
Umpires: d J Harper and T A Prue. 

Ttf replay umpire: GTD Mo now 

Matdi Referee: P L van aer Menu* 

Compiled by Jo King 


young all-rounder Upul Chan- 
dana put on 92 in 120 balls. 
Chandana made his first one- 
day international fifty but was 
out immediately after 
Ranatunga might have been 
run out by Gough when he was 
57 when the bowleg following 
up. executed an impeccable 
left-foot shot that bit the 
stumps. Ranatunga was ad- 
judged not out but there was to 
be no escape in the penultimate 
over when, after facing 105 
balls for his 76, he tried to re- 
gain his ground after backing 
up, turned too slowly and found 
Nasser Hussain's throw rather 
too quick. 

England had the start they 
required. Nick Knight dashed 
as usual, Alec Stewart kept 
pace. They had shared 52 in ll 
utterly untroubled overs when 
Krnght flashed his cut down 
point’s throat of the last ball 
Nuwan Zoysa’s second over 
Stewart clipped the first ball of 
his third to an effusive 
Ranatunga at short midwicket 

But that was as far as it went 
Hide and Hussain consolidated 
once more and altho ugh Hus- 

sainwasshimpedbyKaltnrith- 
araiM off a beauty from Miiftiah 
Muraii thar an which camp out 
of toe bade of the hand when 
they had put on 62 (the wick- 
etkeeper having muffed an ear- 
lier chance from an unreadable 
leg break) it was all too late. 
Crawley joined Hick (a studied, 
composed 66 in 71 balls), and 
England won at a canter with 
28 balls left They do not look 

hke a side ready to cash in tiler 
chips. 

Time running ont for 

West Indies, page 23 


Blackburn seek £lm McAteer pay-off 


BLACKBURN ROVERS want 
Uvecpod to pay Jason McAteer 
£lm to leave Anfield The 
Rovers manager Brian Odd, is 
hoping to persuade toe Re- 
public of Ireland international 
to move, despite him earning 
£L2m peryear at Anfield, a fig- 
ure well above the pay scale at 
EwoodPark. 

Blackburn have suggested 
that Liverpool give McAteer a 
share of the proposed £L5m 
transfer fee as a •Toyalty" pay- 
ment McAteer- who still has 
most of his five-year contract to 


FOOTBALL 


BY ALAN NISON 

run - has ifot asked fora trans- 
fer and is therefore entitled to 
loyalty money. Blackburn would 
pay around £18,000 a week and 
ft Liverpool make up for McA- 
teeris drop in pay by giving 
them a severance sum, the 
deal could yet be on. 

Liverpool are thinking over 
toe idea and may agree as they 
are picking up a larger fee for 
McAteer than they expected. 


Even with around Qm given 
back to McAteer they would still 
haw cleared * g»pahfo amo unt 
from the sale, and removed his 
wages from their payroll. A 
£Lm pay-off for McAteer would 
make the leaving of Liverpool 
more agreeable to toe player. 

Another Liverpool player 
likely to be happier to move is 
Rob Jones, who will collect 
£l.lm a year in wages from 
West Ham when he accepts a 
move to London. Liverpool will 
receive just £200,000 for toe for- 
mer England internathmal who 


was rated at around £3m a 
year ago. Jones’ deal runs out 

in the s umm er 

A third Liverpool playei; the 

striker Sean Dundee, rejected a 
move to the French dub Stras- 
bourg yesterday and will in- 
stead look for a new dub in 
England. The South African- 
born German has been told he 
is not in manager Gerard Houl- 
lier’s plans. 

Ron Atkinson yesterday 

made his first purchase as the 
manager of Nottingham Fbrest, 

signing the 33-yeaiH>Id Carlton 


Palmer for £i.i m 

Southampton. 

First Division Port 
today face the firet of 
tonbafly fatal winding 


_ — '—J* MclUi 

Leeds in the FA Cup. 
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Twenty years ago 
his star was in the 
ascendant. Jonathan 
Ait ken mixed with 
beautiful women, 
made millions and 
was tipped to be a 
future Prime Minister. 
Today he is disgraced, 
divorced and facing a 
lengthy prison 
sentence. This is the 
story of the man who 
lied and lost 


t'c 




£ 






A broken man 


-■S’J 


•,n 




t was a pleasant evening of good food, fine wine 
and exquisite company. Jonathan Aitken, 30. suc- 
cessful, handsome and with all the right connec- 
tions, was charting the future course of his life to 
a choice selection of his actor friends and chums 
in the media. Go into business and become fabu- 
lously rich, become an ME* then a minister and 
finally prime minister. There were dates for the 
scaling of each of these peaks. The climb was 
slower than he anticipated- But 22 years later; in 
1994, he was in the Cabinet as chief secretary to 
the Treasury. He'd made a pile of money from lucrative busi- 
ness deals with Arabs. And he owned properties at home and 
abroad in eluding a £2m Westminster house, the former London 
home of Brendan Bracken, where he entertained the likes rtf 
Richard Nixon, Margaret Thatcher and Henry Kissinger. 

The downfall that followed is almost Shakespearean in its di- 
mensions: here stands a man fatally flawed by his own arrogance. 
The final act came with his disastrous High Court action against 
The Guardian and Granada TV and the words that would later 
come back to haunt him: “the simple sword of truth and the trusty 
shield of British fair play” 

Aitken had sued overa series of serious allegations made about 
his relationship with wealthy Arabs, including the report that a 
£1,000 bQl for his stay at the Rite Hotel in Paris in 1993 had been 
paid by a Saudi contact Giving evidence, Aitken lied under oath 
about the payment, inventing roles. in the saga for his wife and 
young daughter He was found out and hurmhatingly forced to 
withdraw his action. The man whose head had been full of great 
plans at the age of 30 suddenly discovered that he'd lost his cred- 
ibility as a public figure. 

The dreams of greatness are now just cold ashes. Bud; yes- 
terday the man once tipped as a future Tbry leader managed 
to mafep a mark of sorts in history- as the first former cabinet 
minister to plead guilty to perjury and perverting the course of 
justice and, with that, likely to face a lengthy prison sentence. 

Aitken is, he says, nowbroke. The house in Westminster will 
have to be sold. His marriage, he says, is oven Politically he is 
a man who is isolated, apart from a smaUcircte of maverick right- 
wing friends. 

What-makes Ai then's decline and fell so spectacular is that 
his background really (fid suggest he was destined to live and 
prosper among the elite. He was bom into a famify from the pages 
of Who's Who . His great-uncle was Lord Beaverbrook, and his 
grandfather the distinguished colonial civil servant Lord Rugby. 
His father; Sir William Traven Aitken. was a Conservative ME 

The young Aitken was sent to Eton and then to Christ Church, 
Oxford, to read law. As an undergraduate be already bad access 
to the corridors of power Lord Beaverbrook acted as a conduit 
for young man white ad ri s mg h i m : must stir up rru s chirf .” 

During his summer vacation Aitken worked as a speechwriter 
for Sdwyn Ltoyd, Harold Macmillan’s chancellor of the exchequer: 
He built up a good relationship with Macmillan’s successor as 
premier; Sir Alec Douglas Home, and at the age of 20 lie was 
being lined up by Randolph Church®, the Tbry fixer; as a par- 
liamentary candidate. Aitken joined one of the fannty newspapers, 
the Evening Standard, and soon published his first book, 37ie 
Young Meteors, about tbe best and brightest of his generation 
who, he predicted, would rise effortlessly to claim their places 
as leaders of the country. Those he picked out included Nigel 
Lawson, David Steel, Norman Lamont, tbe actors Tbm Courteney 
and Vanessa Redgrave, and Mary Quant 

Aitken saw himself of course, as one of the meteors and it 


all seemed to be going so well. Already he had a blossoming 
journalistic career and a safe Tbry seat was on offer at Thirsk 
and Malton in North 'Yorkshire. But then there was the first pub- 
lic manifestation of fundamental character flaws: a tendency to- 
wards duplicity and an over-confidence in his ability to control 
situations and individuals - the very traits that would one day 
lead to his downfall. Aitken obtained a confidential report on the 
Nigerian Civil War from Major General Henry Templar Alexan- 
der the father of one of his girlfriends, and sold it to The Sun- 
day Telegraph. He then falsely told the general that Sir Hugh 
Fraser the Tbry ME had supplied the story. It was Aitken’ s sec- 
ond betrayal of Fraser a friend and benefactor. He was already 
having an affair with the man’s wife. 

BY KIM SENGUPTA 

Publication of the report caused a diplomatic row and Aitken 
found himself for the first time in the dock at the Old Bailey - 
in fact, in the same Court Number One where he was to plead 
guilty yesterday - charged under the Official Secrets Act He 
was acquitted after a favourable summing-up from the judge, 
Mr Justice Caulfield Qater to become famous for describing Mary 
Archer as “fragrant”), but picked up a reputation for untrust- 
worthiness. He lost the Thirsk nomination. Temporarily frus- 
trated in his political ambitions, Aitken turned his attention to 
money. The Middle East he decided, was the place where an 
ambitious young man in a hurry could make his fortune. He 
started to make contacts among Arab businessmen, and his big 
break came with a meeting in Paris in 1973 with the Saudi Prince 
Mohammed ten Fhbd. TWenty years later, another visit to Paris 
and the paying of a hotel tell by his Arab contacts were to lead 
to the High Court libel action and Aitken’s fall. 

Tbe Arabian connection made Aitken enormously wealthy, 
ppahling him to launch Aitken Hume International, a £5 Dm fin- 
ancial services group, with his cousin Tim. He also built up in- 
vestments in defence systems, a Hong Kong trading corporation 
and TV-AM where, famously, the presenter Anna Fbrd threw a 
glass of wine over him at a Chelsea party because she believed 
he was b ehin d her Ranking from the breakfast-time fine-up. 

Aitkea's political prospects revived when he entered tbe Com- 
mons in 1974 as MP for Thanet East (later the constituency be- 
came Thanet South). His right-wing credentials appeared to suit 
tbe winds of change blowing through the Conservative Party. 
He saw himself as one of the new ideologues and began host- 
ing brain-storming dinners. His performance on the back 
bench was generally well reviewed. 

Snrialty he buiftup a reputation as a ladies’ man , hav ing affair s 
with, as well as his friend Hugh Fraser’s wife Antonia, Adrian 
Khashoggi’s ex-wife Soraya - with whom, he was to discover 
recently he had an illegitimate daughter- and Carol Thatcher. 
Aitken was used to casually discarding what he considered to 
be spent relationships, but tbe dumping of Margaret Thatcher's 
daughter proved costiy. La$y Thatcher is said to have remarked 
that she would be damned if she was going to give a job to a man 
“who made Carol cry”, and Aitken was never given the oppor- 
tunity to escape the back benches during her term in office. She 
was also less than pleased when, in a newspaper interview, the 
brash young MP said of her “I wouldn’t say she is open-minded 
on the Middle East so much as emptybeaded. Sheprobabty thinks 
Sinai is the plural of Sinus.” 

In 1979 Aitken married Lolida Azudd, a Swiss economist bom 
in Yugoslavia. Even here there was an Arab connection. Lolida 


was introduced to Aitken by the mother of an Arab aide of Prince 
Mohammed. Lofida gave him children and outwardly Aitken 
seemed to settle into domesticity. His busy political and busi- 
ness life was, he said, buttressed by Christianity, and he served 
as a churchwarden of St Margaret’s, Westminster But, like so 
much else in his life, this was not the whole story. His affairs 
continued, including a sado-masochistic one with a prostitute. 

Aitken finally made it to ministerial office under John Major, 
first as defence procurement minister; then as Treasury chief 
secretary. Through his contacts he boosted British arms sales 
in the region. In 1994 be was with John Major in Riyadh when 
the Sawfis signed a £5bn deal for Tbrnado fighter-bombers. Aitken 
was not slow to take credit for this business, and it also helped 
to some extent to camouflage his own mysterious dealings with 
the Saudis. However, as he climbed up the government ladder 
Aitken was starting to come under increased scrutiny. 

His flaw was his arrogance. He didn't think he had to be care- 
fuL Was he not after all, one of the masters of the universe, who 
could always win against lesser men? He was part of the sys- 
tem, and the system was there for him to use. Thus he took an 
extreme risk. As a minister, be visited his Saudi friends in Paris 
and allowed than pay his hotel bill. Mohaxned al-Fhyed, in the 
middle of his vengeful mission against the Conservative gov- 
ernment leaked the story. 

When it appeared in print Aitken sued. He could have settled 
the action before it got to court but chose not to. His perform- 
ance was assured, polished and full of lies. What shocked even 
some of his friends afterwards was the discovery that he was 
fully prepared to invent false statements about tbe role of his 
wife and teenage daughter in tbe affair. The High Court defeat 
brought h umilia tion and public opprobrium as well as the omin- 
ous prospect of a criminal investigation into perjury Aitken an- 
nounced that be and Lolida, who had sat beside him day after 
day in court, were getting divorced . 

As the days have gone by the Aitken story has seen even more 
twists and turns. First there was Aitken’s assertion that many 
of his assets belonged, in fact, to his wife and her family and thus 
should go to her as part of tbe divorce settlement This also meant, 
of course, that The Guardian and Granada TV; to whom Aitken 
owed £2m in legal costs, would not be able to get their bands 
on the cash. Thus when his home in Sandwich, Kent, overlook- 
ing the Channel and Royal St George’s golf course, was sold for 
around £500,000 it appeared to belong to a Panamanian company 
set up by his wife’s grandmother when she had bought the house 
for him and Lolicia. Even the car he uses in London, according 
to Aitken, bel ongs to his wife. 

Then came his renewed interest in Christianity and an Alpha 
course flessons in Christian basics) which he took at Hoty Trin- 
ity Brompton, in west London. At the same time, efforts were 
being made to repair his tarnished image. A belated explana- 
tion for the Paris visit was touted around Fleet Street and even- 
tually run by The Daily Telegraph. He claimed that he’d been 
on a secret mission for HMG to inform the Saudis about Iran- 
ian submarine movements. 

This was dismissed by both Saudi and British sources. But 
the idea that he had been involved in some kind of noble self- 
sacrifice still lingered among some of his friends. Wait until the 
court case, they would say, the truth will out 
In court at the Old Bailey yesterday there were, of course, 
no great revelations. Instead, in a brief, subdued hearing in a 
cold courtroom, Aitken pleaded guilty and swept away the tat- 
ters that were left of his dreams of public life. Aitken’s hubris, 
of course, makes it hard for him to accept this as his own fault 
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Even now he sees himself as a great man brought down by less- 
er mortals. He told a friend recently feat he recognised hims elf 
in some tines by Andrew Marvell, about Chari es the First as he 
walked towards the scaffold: “He nothing little (fid or mean upon 
that memorable scene.” 

Perhaps a more apt epitaph would be Aitken’s own for Richard 
Nixon, a man he admired so much he wrote his biography After 
Watergate. These, too, are words destined to haunt Aitken: “Even 
the most generous explanations for his conduct do not bring him 
exculpation. In his frenzied efforts to fight his way out of tbe quick- 
sand... he made himself guilty of... deceit, negligence, bad judge- 
ment, mendacity amorality and concealment” 


The Challenge of a Lifetime 
-with a 

Journey of a Lifetime 


If you're the kind of person who loves adventure 
and the thrill of travel, and are looking for something 
just that little bit different, find out about our 
Challenge of a Lifetime. At die same time you could 
help save a child's life by raising money to provide 
vital equipment for hospitals and ambulances. 

Your place on one of our unique experiences is secured with 
a registration fee of just £200 - no further payment is required. 



The Kenyan Corkscrew 
- September 1999 


• Trek to tte summit d Malt Kenya. 

• Overnight on the mountain. 

• White water raft 

• See Africa's witdtile. 


The Millennium Odyssey 
- March 2000 


Visit the Pyramids. 

Cycle along the Guff of Suez. 
Cross the Sinai Desert 
Catch the sunrise on Motnt Sriai. 
Finish on the shores of the 
Red Sea, an the Gulf of Aqaba. 



These really are once in a lifetime opportunities. 
Remember- apart from your registration fee, no further 
payment is involved. All you need to do is raise 
sponsorship and our expertise and experience 
wffl be available to hdp you whenever you need it. 

The Children’s Hospiuls Appeal was founded in 1985 and 
since then has raised over £4 million to help children with 
life threatening illness or injury receive the best possible care. 

For further details on how you could enjoy tbe 
Challenge of a lifetime, telephone or write to Louise a£- 

C haBengeof a Lifetime, 

Children* Hospitals Appeal, 

The Lodge, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9WL 

WtOIGI 276 8700. 
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Send in the troops 


Sin Once more the West feds the 
need to take action over Kosovo, 
and rightly so. But this time can we 
agree that air strikes are not the 
solution? 

It is impossible to punish 
Milosevic by attacking Yugoslavia 
with missiles, for he does not care 
at all what happens to Yugoslavia. 
Missile attacks only provide more 
opportunities for anti-Western 
pro paganda, and do nothing to 
prevent more violence in Kosovo. 
As for stopping Kosovo liberation 
Army tailings with missiles, we 
don’t even know where the 
missiles should be aimed. 

By allowing Milosevic to play 
brinkmanship games with the 
threat of air assault we are letting 
ourselves be distracted from the 
one viable action we can take - 
sending in troops. Once we commit 
ground forces in sufficient numbers 
to enforce a ceasefire on both sides, 
we can begin to look for those 
politicians who genuinely want a 
peaceful solution to this crisis. 
MARK BASSETT 
New Maiden, Surrey 


Sin Can we really expect Slobodan 
Milosevic to allow back into 
Kosovo the war crimes 
investigators who were sent to 
fulfil the relevant United Nations 
resolutions? I think not, when 
America has admitted its spies 
worked undercover as part of the 
UN weapons inspection team in 
Iraq. Information gathered by the 
internationally backed team was 
later used to aid US and British 
bombing raids. 

MICK McG ANN 
Southampton 


War is no game 


Sir. One of the principal 
arguments put forward by the 
Ministry of Defence for recruiting 
17-year-olds into the armed forces 
is that they are receptive to the 
forces’ training and ethos (“Ban on 
soldiers under 18 resisted by 
Britain and US", 18 January). 

This is precisely the reason why 
guerrilla groups around the world 
have taken to recruiting or press- 
ganging 10-year-olds, and precisely 
why we should not expose 
impressionable minds to 
brutalisation. Fbr array training 
does brutalise - ithastoifitisto 
produce soldiers capable of killing 
to order AD the more reason then to 
ensure that those undergoing it are 
mature and are there from 
informed choice. Many 17-year-olds 
stffl see life as a game, and killing or 
learning to kill is not a game. 

BILL LINTON 
LondonNl3 


Sir A major rationale for an 
international ban on soldiers 
under 18, which was missing from 
your article, is the difficulty of 
ascertaining the true age of young 
people in many countries. 

From Afghanistan to Sudan, 
war has disrupted the system of 
birth registration. Without birth 
certificates, it is impossible to 
verify the true age of young 
soldiers who may say they are 16 
but could be as young as 12. By 
encouraging a higher recruitment 
age of 18, as well as birth 
registration, we stand a better 
chance of ensuring that very young 
children are not recruited either 
by government or rebel forces. 
MARIE STAUNTON 
Deputy Director 
UN1CEF-UK 
London WC2 


LETTERS To THE EDITOR 


Seen to be done 


Post letters t< 
fax to 


settmg-aside by the Law Lords of 
the oi^nalrufingfo deny General 
Pinochet state immunity Lord 
Browne-Wiltanson has restated the . 
fundamental principle that justice 
“should not only be donebut shoukJ 
manifestly and undoubtedly be - 
seen to be done”. 

You report tile Lord Chancc31or : • 

, . . T l « -- ? 


Sir. I am utterly appalled by the 
double standards of the Anglo- 
American-led United Nations 
Security Council in their 
contrasting policies regarding 
Saddam Hussein and Slobodan 
Milosevic. They appear arrogantly 
contra-suggestible. 

On the one hand, where world 
opinion wants sanctions against 
Iraq lifted, they drop bombs on 
innocent Iraqis; and on the other 
hand, where world opinion 
demands an end to the murder and 
mutilation of innocent Albanians in 
Kosovo, they turn the other cheek. 
WILLIAM BURNS 
South Queensferry 
West Lothian 



future, judges must disclose links 


. Judges do, normally declare • t„ 
Bhks(rfwlrichtheyareaware-I '! 
recafl a ease m 1378 before Mr V - 
Justice Mustill, later himself a '; :J 

distinguished law lord. Hehadjnst J 


was his first case. I was appearmg J 


company being suedfar 
commission claimed in respect of 
the sale of two second-hand aircraft : 


Tough guys No 3: The pressure takes Its toll on the hard men taking part In this month's annnal Tough Gays race, in Staffordshire KalpeshLathigra 


Sir In your report “Ban on soldiers 
under 18 resisted by Britain and 
the US”, Save the Children FUnd is 
incorrectly listed among a group of 
agencies campaigning to raise the 
UK armed forces recruitment 
aged to 18. 

Save the Children Ftind believes 
that war is no place fora child. 
Worldwide, 300,000 children under 
18 years of age - some as young as 
seven - are estimated to be 
fighting in armed conflict Children 
under the age of 18 should never be 
involved in combat and we 
support current international 
efforts to achieve this. 

However, when affective 
safeguards are in place to prevent 
c h ildren entering into armed 
combat Save the Children 
believes that 16- and 17-year-olds 
should be free to join the forces 
solely for the purposes of training 
and education. We are therefore 
urging the UK government to 
introduce a minimum age for 
active service in the British armed 
forces. 

MIKE AARONSON 
Director General 
Save toe Children Fund 
London SE5 


19th century, it did not exactly 
encourage a spirit of public ' 
service and a humble demeanour. 
If you really want a future San ter 
to start thinking he is “the" 
President instead of the Sir 
Humphrey be should be, by all 
means elect him. 

Please keep the ideas Bowing, 
though I am sure I am not the 
only Europhile applauding your 
search for better mechanisms. 
Such as no fixed period of office 
for the President of the 
Commission so the Council can 
correct an unpopular mistake 
more quickly and with less 
emb arrassmen t. 

BOB WillTEHOUSE 

London N 7 


serious. I suggest we need a 
Humorous Fraud Office to 
investigate this problem 
immedia tely 

ROBERT VINCENT 
Andover, Hampshire 


Sir What is wrong with Radio 
Three is not “dumbing down" but 
Ear too much chatter during the 
music programmes, and too many 
extended trailers for future 
programmes. At the fifth or sixth 
repetition of a trailer we switch off 
and may forget to switch on again 
later 

ERNEST RUDD 
York 


Radio Dumb 


EU’s Sir Humphrey 


Sin The dumbing down of radio 
(report, 16 January; letters, 19 
January) can, in part be attributed 
to the studio audiences of so-called 
comedy programmes. The BBC 
seems desperate to drag in as 
many whistlers and whoopers as 
possible. They'll laugh at almost 
everything that is said because 
they understand they have to and 
because it’s better to be safe than 


Sin The biggest dumbing down is 
the ever-increasing use of the 
phrase itself. It is a gross insult to 
those deprived of the faculty of 
speech to imply that they are also 
stupid. 

LEN SALEM 
LondonW5 


Safe plastic toys 


Sin The British Plastics 
Federation is folly aware of the 
Dutch Consensus Group study 
mentioned in your report “Additive 


in toys linked to cancer" <14 
January). This study confirmed 
the safety of pbthalate plasticised 
PVC toys. The results of the co- 
ordinated studies by the group 
showed exposure to phthalates 
from toys in real life chewing 
situations to be much less than 
had been supposed by the 
European Commission's Scientific 
Committee on Tbxkdty, Eco toxicity 
and the Environment On 30 
November the committee 
recognised this in revised advice to 
the European Commissioa 

The use of PVC in toys in 
general accounts fora very small 
proportion of PVC consumption. 
Other polymers are used in toy 
applications, such as ABS and 
polypropylene, which also have 
good technical and aesthetic 
qualities. However, PVC in general 
can’t necessarily be substituted by 
these polymers in PVC toy or 
babycare applications. 

Neither DEHP nor DINP has 
been shown to be carcinogenic to 
humans. The animal studies 
mentioned were followed by 
investigations which showed that 
the mechanism involved in 
producing the cancer in rats 
(peroxisome proliferation) was 


specific to the biology of rodent 
species. The same effects were not 
observed in primates and in 1995 
an international symposium of 
approximately 100 scientists from 
government agencies, academia 
and industry supported this 
conclusion. 

The “testicle shrinking " 
allegation probably follows recent 
claims that phthalates can mimic 
the female hormone oestrogen. In 
fact studies have recently shown 
that none of the commercially 
available phthalates produces 
oestrogenlike effects. 

Some five generations of 
children around the worid have 
played with, and chewed on, PVC 
toys and there is no evidence of 
adverse effects. 

PHILIP LAW 

British Plastics Federation 
London EC2 


case for oofy a few minutes when - - 
Mr Justice Mustill interrupted to - , 
say that he thought he shcadd '' 

mention that white at the Bar he 
had appeared once for a man called * 
who was an aircraft broker . 
At this the plaintiff, to the surprise .. 
of all in court; jumped to his feet and 
said, “Yfes, it was you, ipy Lord." . 

The judge added that he 
r em embered Kttle about the case : 
except that they went to the Court • 
of Appeal and tost However; what 
mattered was that my clients were 
given the opportunity to ask for a 
different judge, an opportunity 
denied to General Pinochet, 
whether or not his legal, team were 
or should have been aware of Lord 
Hoffmann’ s connection with 
Amnesty. In my case we decided to : 
continue with Mr Justice Mustill 
and eventually won. 

Unless and until he chooses to 
tefl us, the reason for Lord 
Hoffmann’s non-disclosure in the 
Pinochet case can only be guessed 
at What is surely significant,; 
though, is that, at least so for as the 
House of Lords is concerned, his 
error was unprecedented. 

Regrettable and expensive though * 
the incident has been the fact that ; 
the House of Lords ordered a j 

rehearing must serve to restore j 
confidence in our highest appeal 
court. 

DAVID J LAMMING 
Sudbury, Suffolk 


Sir. Your report (16 January) 
quoting Lord Browne-WOkinson on 
tiie need to demonstrate that 
‘justice should not only be done but 
should manifestfy and undoubtedly 
be seen and done" inlhe Pinochet 
appeal is, of course timely as weD 
as appropriate. We should, ■ 
howev^remember the 
refonnulation by AMe Sachs; how 
a judge in tim Constitutional Court ' 
in South Africa, who remarked, 
with regard to the apartheid 
regime of which he was a splendid 
opponent, that “justice should not 
onjy be seen to be done; it should 
be done”. It is to be hoped that the 
outcome of the Law Lords’ 


Sir: I beg you to reconsider your 
idea of directly electing Europe's 
chief bureaucrat (Leading article, 
15 January). A future Santer 
waving a “direct mandate from the 
people of Europe" in the feces of 
Council and Parliament would be a 
sight to behold. 

Let us not get bamboozled by 
the US here. In their original 
constitution, it was the 
President’s job to be chief 
bureaucrat - the “executive 
officer". To make sure the 
bureaucrat did not become a 
demagogue, the constitutional 
founders said he was to be not 
elected but appointed - by a 
weighted voting system of the 
state governments, as the EU 
Council appoints the President of 
the Commission today. 

When direct election crept into 
the US system during the early 


Sin The Church ofEagland 
think-tank proposal to make 
the coronation ritual more 
inclusive seems sensible, given 
the irreversibly plural nature 
of our society (“Church divides 
on coronation", 18 January). 
But it raises the question as to 
why, in this era, a body 
committed to Jesus Christ - 
who said “the last shall be 
first" - still wishes to 
legitimate a monarchy based 
on wealth and privilege at alL 
SIMON BARROW 
Brighton, East Sussex 


IN BRIEF 


Sin The Government speaks 
with forked tongue. As a 
parent, lam told that the 
Department of Education aims 
to improve literacy skills, 
whilst my son’s school 


newsletter advertises the News 
efthe World for a free books 
offer. As a GP I am being 
pressured by the Department 
of Health to take steps to 
reduce patients’ smoking, yet 
my journey to the surgery 
takes me past large billboards 
advertising the habit What 
hope have onr children of 
making sense of sneb mixed 
messages? 

J. MENAGE 

Stretton-onrDunsmore, 

Warwickshire 


Blair’s “sinister religiosity", is 
simply evidence that the 
speaker has attended a course 
on public speaking. Students 
are advised that in order to 
make a point stick, it should be 
repeated three times, each 
time in a different way 
TJ STEVENS 
Beddmgton, Surrey 


Sin The habit of stating 
something three times, seen by 
Matt Cavanagh (letter, 13 
January) as a sign ofTony 


Sir: Is it not likely that the 
classic authors pilloried by 
your featured “revie w ers" (18 ' 
January) will still be around in 
a few years’ time, when your 
pundits will have been 
relegated to footnotes in 
academic works on self- 
publicists of the late 1990s? 
JOHN HEE LAN 
Newbury, 

Berkshire 


Sir As a former Greenwich 
resident. Dr Johnson, might have 
observed, the asto nishing thing 
about the historic docks at the 
Royal Observatory is less that 
their time-keeping is sometimes 
erratic (The Weasel, 16 January) 
but that so many of them run at all 
-which they do thanks to our 
expert staff 

Of course Greenwich is really 
always “on time", since the Prime 
Meridian set here defines what 
time is for most practical 
purposes. The RQ digital master 
dock registers it accurately, as 
your amusing piece admits, and 
the Shepherd electric gate dock . 
repeats it to the public (in GMT all 
the year round) as it has since 
1852. 

There are many reasons why 
our other docks vary; the 
“grandfather" in the Octagon 
Room because its mech anism has 
been removed: this, one of the 
original Observatory timekeepers 
of 1675 by Thomas Tbmpion, ticks 
on towards the Mille nnium on 
open display nearby. 

Dr KRISTEN UPPINCOTT 
Director 

Royal Observatory Greenwich 


KENNETH PARKER 
London N6 


Sir. Should any future case before 
the Law Lords on the tobacco 
industry be heard by non-smokers 
or smokers? I would hope they 
would both declare their interests, 
so both could be eliminated from 
the panel maMng a judgement . 
DAVID LEVTTAS 
LomdonEll 


A useful present 


Sin This is to sons, daughters and 
grandchildren. who bought their 
mothers their own choice of 
Christmas present: brooches, 
earrings, jumpers, cardigans ... the 
list is endless. Have you thought 
.that your parents would prefer a 
gift voucher oi; even better; cash? 

In six telephone calls to friends 
aged 60- and 70-plus, we all moaned 
that we wished our families would - 
give us cash. We are grateful that 

we have families, and for their gifts,, 
but with the cash we could pay for 
the telephone, water; electricity 
and gas, or we could buy our own 
choice of clothes. 

Mrs MAUREEN BROPHY 
Manchester 


Now for the BBC’s cost-cutting awards, repeated weekly 


IT IS not generally known that 
leading figures from the five BBC 
radio stations meet regularfy to dis- 
cuss ways and means of improving 
broadcasting - or ways and means 
of pleasing John Birt Thanks to a 
mole within the BBC I have se- 
cured a transcrq>t(ff part of the lat- 
est meeting and think readers may 
find it instructive. I have bleeped 
out bad language wherever it is 
used by these radio bigwigs. 


Radio 3: Well, since it's my turn to 
take the chain we may as well start 
with the traditional ceremony of 
awarding a prize to the best new 
costcutting exercise. As you know, 
we're always looking for new ways 
of repeating programmes without 
seeming to repeat them, and Radio 
4 has come up with a real cracker 
this week. Radio 4: Have I? Radio 


3: Ybu certainly have. Just to set the 
scene, remember that we try as 
hard as possible not to do naked re- 
peats. Of course, sometimes we 
have to. I can't pretend when I re- 
peat Composer effhe Wfeefc that ids 
anything but a repeat of Compos- 
er efthe Week. Nevertheless, we all 
know that it’s much better to dress 
repeats 19 as “Another Chance to 
Hear..." or “A Tribute to..." or 
“TheBesto£..’ , or“Suchand Such 
Revisited". As you know, last time 
we gave the prize to Radio 2... 
Radw&Dffi you? Radifo 3: TO* cer- 
tainty did. We gave it toyour Thurs- 
day night feature Barry Todds 
Comedy Classics. Radio 2: Why ffid 
you do that? Radio 3: On two 
counts. First, it sounded as if Bany 
Took was responsible for writing 
these revisited classics, whereas he 
had nothing to do with them. Sec- 


ondly, it sounded as if (hey weren’t 
repute. I think the word “classic” 
bids fair to become our code word 
fra 1 “repeat”. This week we are giv- 
ing the prize to a new Radio 4 item 
called Tm Sony I Haven’t a Desert 
Island"... Radio 2: Fm sorry I 
haven’t a what? Radio 3: Yes, stu- 
pid title, isn't it? That’s part of its 
charm. The more puzzling a title is, 
the less the punter is going to re- 
alise it’s a disguised repeat The 
idea is that celebrities are asked to 
nominate some extract from a past 
edition of Fm Sorry I Haven't a 
Clue to take to a desert island. So 
you get someone like Stephen Fry 
coming on and choosing, or having 
chosen for them, a bit of an old pro- 
gramme. Which, I need hardly say, 
is as cheap as John Birt could de- 
voutfy wish foe Not only that, but 
underneath the biffing in Radio 



Miles 

Kington 

This week we're giving 
the prize to a new Radio 
4 item, Tm Sorry l 
Haven't a Desert Island ' 


Times were those words we all love 
to see - “Repeated from Monday" . 
Well done, Radio 4! Radio 4: Thank 


you. We at Radio 4 take a pride in 
spreading things as much as pos- 
sible. I need hardfy remind you that 
when we pretended to bump 
Mehyn Bragg off Start the Week 
and replace him with Jeremy Pax- 
man, what we were really doing 
was pushing Bragg to Thursday 
and getting two Start the TOsefcs for 
the price of one. Radio 1: Fbr the 
price of two, surely? Radio 4: No. 
Bragg and Psxman are both re- 
peated cheaply the same day. Any- 
way I am vey pleased to accept the 
prize for Tm Sony 1 Haven’t a 
Desert Island"... Radio 1: Hold on, 
hold on! Before we go dishing out 
prizes, may I just point out that get- 
ting celebrities to nominate old bits 
of SorTp J Hciuerrt a Clue is not 
exactly a cost-cutting exercise. Is 
Stephen Fry getting paid for this? 
Radio 4: Fd have to check, but I 


can’t imagine he is. Stephen is a 
real sweetie. Hell turn out and en- 
dorse the BBC no matter what 
Radio 2: Hmm... Radio 3: OK, 
prize awarded. Incidentally, before 
we leave Tm Sony I Haven’t a 
Desert Island", has anyone come 
up with any new Desert Island 
twists? Radio 5: And now it’s time 
to get back into the thick of the ac- 
tion, as it happens, where it hap- 
pens! Radio 3: Sony, Radio 5? 
Radio 5: Oh, blimey, sorry. I must 
have nodded off. Wfe have a motto 
on Radio 5 - if nothing is happen- 
ing, panic and go into overdrive! 
Radio 3: Thank you. As I was say. 
ing, we are always offering prizes 
for new twists on the Desert Island 
notion. Asking some nearly famous 
person to nominate his favourite 
records is cheap, cheerful and... 
well, cheap. We on Radio 3 have pir- 


ated the idea on several occasions, ' 
as The Tingle Factor, as P riva te 

Passions, and so on. Radio 2: Hold 

AH — - » m — 
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jazz records are on Thursdays* 
and playing them. Does that count? 

Radio 3; Mam... sort of. Jazz 
people are always pretty bo ring ! 

Ratlin 9* Ah K.41..I. . u.: 


Kenneth Clarke and Ian DuryL 
Radio 3: Excellent 1 Radio 1: Tb be 
strictly accurate, you should nbm- 
mate the whole of Radio L The en- 
tire output is virtually nothing but 
people playing their favourite 
records over and over again... ■ 


aftntd thaTs a&ioe have time 
joh If you’d Wee a cassette efthe 
Pdlmcetmg,justsendmeanSAE 
and, a blank cheque. - 
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We must intervene 
in Kosovo to secure 
justice for the slain 

i SERBIAN FORCES may have cleared the bodies from the 

75 mosque. They may have succeeded in hiding some of the 
evidence from international observers. But the implic- 
ations of the massacre in the town of Racak cannot be 
cleaned up so easily, for the anger felt around the world 
has been both heartfelt and genuine. 

Outrage is justified, but action founded on emotional 
impulses and nothing else - with no vision of what Nato 
and the Organisation tor Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) wish to achieve - will get nowhere. Worse, 
it could embroil our troops in an endless and thankless 
police action. OSCE monitors are already exposed to the 
threat of kidnap or even murder. No more men and 
women should be risked without the ‘'endgame’* that diplo- 
mats speak of so fondly but never seem to play. 

One aim should be to secure justice for the slain. The 
murders are an affront to the embryonic system of world 
justice. Slobodan Milosevic, the Serbian President, may 
have been able to bar Louise Arbour, the war crimes pros- 
ecutor, from Racak. He may secure the expulsion of the 
bead of the OSCE verification mission in Kosovo. But the 
very fact that he thinks these people worthy of notice shows 
that he recognises their power and influence. 

Ms Arbour has already secured a series of convictions 
in her court in The Hague. The Bosnian Serb war 
criminals, Radovan Karadic and General Ratko Mladic, 
are locked inside their puny enclave of Repubiica Serhska 
by fear of arrest President Milosevic’s record, hitherto 
spared investigation given his co-operation with the 
Dayton accord on Bosnia, should now be subjected to the 
closest scrutiny. 

The more pressing dilemma is wbat to do in terms of 
military action. The history ofYugoslavia’s wars since 1991 
is one long demonstration that Serbia's radical national- 
ists will not yield unless they are staring military defeat 
in the face. Armed resistance freed Slovenia and Croatia; 
a string of Croatian victories, combined with Nato action, 
4 forced the Serbs to an agreement at Dayton. European 
* foreign ministers, including Robin Cook, talked last 
October of “ final warnings” and secured a ceasefire. 
Nato generals have now been dispatched to Belgrade to 
warn that military operation orders have not been 
rescinded since last year’s crises, and can be activated 
at any time. At least this is an improvement on the West's 
craven behaviour over Bosnia, though we must hope that 
the threat of force is being made explicit 

However; we must have a vision of what force will 
achieve: It seems (hat nothing can salvage Kosovo's ■ 
status as an integral part of Serbia. But immediate inde- 
pendence, secured fay military force, is no more of an 
option. Jt would involve full-scale war with Serbia, an 



unpopular option in the West It would destabilise the whole 
Balkan region, with Albanian populations in northern 
Greece and Macedonia encouraged to pursue separatist 
demands. Greece, fretting over the status of the former 
Yugoslavian republic of Macedonia, would never allow it 
If we do not wish to see more innocent people die, the 
only solution is to intervene in force to secure the 
separation of the combatants and to hope that negotia- 
tion is forced by the stalemate. The “observers” will have 
to be armed and backed with ground troops; if possible 
nations such as Russia, traditionally sympathetic to 
Serbia, and Germany should be involved. It in the long 
run, the people of Kosovo wish to join their brethren in 
Albania, then so be it On the other hand, a more demo- 
cratic Serbia could emerge, shorn of its present leader- 
ship, allowing Eiosovo to retain some relationship with its 
powerful neighbour. That is for those most directly 
Involved to decide - but we can at least give them the time 
and the chance to negotiate. 


Monet, money and the 
envy of our neighbours 

THE WORST aspect of the English is their distrust of suc- 
cess. The worst aspect of Brussels is their desire to tax 
anything that is a success. 

Both expressions of envy are on display in the art 
world at the moment In London, the tidal wave of book- 
ings for the Monet exhibitions has been greeted not just 
with joy from the public but with a whine from the aes- 
thetes, claiming it to be a populist sham pandering to the 
taste for pretty pictures. 

In Brussels, meanwhile, a committee is to discuss 
imposing 2 per cent tax on the resale of an artist's work, 
to go to the artist or his or her estate, on top of the rise 
m the VAT on imported art works that is to come into force 
this summer. 


I’m sorry, Mr Hague, but your 
British Way is another dead end 


pres® 


WILLIAM HAGUE has a lamentably 
lowpubfcprofile, so it is not surprising 
that he wishes to raise it by any pos- 
sible means. His speech to the Centre 
for Polity Studies yesterday was the 
rhetorical equivalent of the rampage 
on which Michael Douglas embarked 
in the film Falling Down. 

You may remember that Mr Dou- 
glas played a quiet man of regular 
habits who loses self-control because 
no one will listen to him. Mr Hague’s 
thoughts on Britishness were a sim- 
ilarly desperate attempt to make us 
listen by shouting some startling 
things very, very toud. 

“New Labour is a threat to British' 
ness," warned Mr Hague. “Our Prime 
Minister is a threat to Britain ” 
Thin g s, apparently are worse than we 
^jbugbt “... a dagger at the heart of 
' what it is to be British. If he is left to 
carry on unchecked, he will drive it 
right through that heart” 

Mr Blair as the Norman Bates of 
British identity? Maybe not The edge 
of hyperbole in Mr Hague's pro- 
nouncements sounds odd from such 
a reasonable man. The British Way 
sounds Rfrp the title of a speech Os- 
wald Mosley once gave on a wet night 
in east London to a lot of disgruntled 
men in homemade black shirts. When 
the Tbry leader first strayed into this 
soundbite in his conference speech 
last October I hoped that it migfrt be 
a p assing fed. Sadly, it was not He 
can't be blamed for picking up the 
theme of Britishness. 

It is likely to become one of the 
dominant themes in political dis- 
course, as the consequences of Scot- 
tish devolution, for Scotland, England 


and the United Kingdom as a whole, 
become apparent But he is unwise to 
pitch his thoughts on the dangers of 
devolution and deeper European int- 
egration in language that wfil appeal 
to crazed nationalists, little Eng- 
landers and old men muttering on the 
top decks of buses. The Conservative 
Party has enough of those already. It 
needs to attract cosmopolitan, open- 
minded people to make its revival. 

I know that this is what Mr Hague 
thmks he is dtring. When he defines the 
Britain of good restaurants, Ricky and 
Bianca and the NottingHO) Carnival 
as “urban, sporty, fashion-conscious, 
multi-ethnic, brassy, self-confident 
and international”, it is a timely 
attempt to counter the chimera of a 
Cool Britannia eternally governed fay 
the centre left 

But both New Labour and the Con- 
servatives hitch their discussions of 
Britishness to a set of rigid assump- 
tions, hi the battle for Britishness, our 
every habit, tic, joke and insecurity is 
a weapon By the time they have 
finished mauling nur sensibilities and 
analysing what we really mean when 
we eat fish and chips, we may wefl con- 
clude that what it means to be British 
is sharmgan irresistible desire to tell 
our politicians to shut up about it 

There is something dubious about 
politicians seeking to nail down 
nattaalideutity. Defining what we are 
is particularly difficult beyond a de- 
sire to live comfortably with over- 
lapping Identities and not to force 
divisions where they do not need to 
exist The premiss of Mr Hague’s par- 
ticularism, however; is that we area 
blootymarvellm mongrel race, slow 
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mcelvoy 

He is unwise to use language 
that appeals to crazed 
nationalists, little Englanders 
and muttering old men 

to anger; quick to make friends and 
loath to take the state’s hand-outs. 

Oppositions can afford to entertain 
these pipe dreams of national char- 
acter and to suggest that it is only the 
evil distortions of the Government lhat 
prevent us from being damn near 
perfect But it is one piece of denial 
too far for the leader of the Tray Party 
to speak of the welfare state sapping 
our vitality and to suggest that all it 
needs is another he-man to set free 
the unfettered potential of the long- 
term unemployed. If it were that 
easy, the Conservatives would have 
done it in (heir 18 years of office. 

(hie of Mr Hague’s natural advan- 
tages is that he speaks in a plain and 
forthright manner; a contrast with the 
woollier parts of New Labour's lexi- 
con If he concentrated his attacks on 
the areas where the Government is 


weakest - such as the unacknowl- 
edged consequences, politically and 
economically, of precipitate EMU 
e ntry - or questioning the cost- 
effectiveness of the New Deal job 
creation, he will build up a reputation 
for puncturing government froth. 

If, on the other band, be plays the 
tired old game of blaming this gov- 
ernment for failing to achieve thing s 
the last ones couldn’t, we win ignore 
him some more. 

The Tbry leader knows that he 
needs a distinct narrative and one 
which cannot be co-opted, as so many 
others have, by the Government But 
the British Why is the wrong path to 
take. New Labour will have little dif- 
ficulty in responding; it will claim that 
the Tbry vision is backward-looking. 

Indeed, this Forest of Arden 
□rationality and the idea of a Conserv- 
ative birthright are the legacies in Tbry 
thought of the late Enoch Powefl’s half- 
inspired, half-mad m usings on Eng- 
lishness: “Tell us what binds us 
together, show us the clue that leads 
throughout a thousand years; whisper 
to us the secret of this charmed life 
of England that we in our time may 
know how to hold it fast” 

It is telling that Powell was ob- 
sessed by English particularism, 
whereas Air Hague seeks to extend his 
efforts to the less controversial terri- 
tory of Britishness. But the Toty 
party is still trapped by its own logic 
on constitutional reform. 

If devolution is so bad for our col- 
lective identity, why are they not com- 
mitted to reversing it? And what if, 
despite the warning of ^waking up in 
what feels like another country” (not 


such a terrible thought in January), 
we find that in fact we rather like a 
more loosely connected United King- 
dom? Mr H ague will be seen to have 
howled in the wilderness by over- 
stating his case. 

He has backed away from the orig- 
inal proposal to create an English par- 
liament, leaving only a commitment 
to “find sensible political outlets fora 
new-found English consciousness... 
compatible with our open, multi- 
ethnic British identity.” I’m afraid 
that the dumsy attempt to craft a bit 
of political correctness on to the de- 
mand of En glish nationalists in his 
party shows up the dangers of Mr 
Hague’s position. 

Fbr such a fluent speaker at the dis- 
patch box, Mr Hague's speeches are 
rather forced affairs, a strange mix- 
ture of erutfite references to historical 
works and the-causes-of-the- 
industrial-revolution puli-yerself-up- 
by-the bootstraps rhetoric. At such 
times, he sounds like an unholy hybrid 
of precociously opinionated under- 
graduate and ghost of Norman Teb- 
bit (circa 1985). 

This is not an accurate reflection 
of the Tbry leader’s common sense 
and pragmatism. But he needs to 
loosen up. Political speeches are less 
about what is said than about the pro- 
jection of a voice. Many of Mr Blair’s 
speeches are slight in content but he 
has the knack of sounding both re- 
assuring and chartenging. The very 
worst position for a Tbry leader to 
adopt is one that sounds fearful and 
resentful of what is happening, yet 
unable to suggest a calm and credi- 
ble alternative. 


Brussels should be resisted and the British aesthetes 
ignored. London is at the moment (he art capital of 
Europe, and arguably the world. It sells more art because 
its dealing costs are considerably lower than on the Con- 
tinent (hence Paris's desire to see it loaded with more 
taxes). But it is also the art capital because there is a real 
sense of buzz and public involvement here. 

The art galleries of east London are already being suc- 
ceeded by a new generation setting up in south London 
around the Tate’s contemporary art premises at Bankside. 
The success of the Monet show might be held discourag- 
ing if it were an excuse for the public to reject modern art 
in a welter of nostalgic prettiness. But it isn’t In fact there 
is as much enthusiasm, in relative terms, for the London 
Contemporary Arts Fair opening today as there is for the 
portraits by Ingres opening next week. 

Whether it is “great” art, we can leave to posterity. Wbat 
we can celebrate, and defend, is a public that throngs to see 
art in a city that knows how to promote it, good and bad. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“I would like to be remembered as a good mother” 
Madonna, 
singer and actor 

T HOUGHT FOR THE PAY 

“Diplomacy without arms is like 
music without instruments ” 

Frederick the Great, 

28th century king erf Prussia 


How much do you 
love me? 




ALL OF this is completely pre- 
ventable, if international lead- 


and the courage to apply the 
of Auschwitz. Stopping 
genocide is a vital interest to a& 

nations, worth the risk in blood 

and treasure to halt. And the 
combined resources of 185 
nations are many times more 
than s ufficient to stop a hand- 
ful of lawless butchers from 
committing genocide in Koso- 
vo, Bosnia or Rwanda- All that 
is lacking is the political will to 


dose the gap between Holo- 
caust Museum rhetoric and 
derisive international action. It 
is high time for international 
leaders to do the right thing; 
Philadelphia Inquirer 

AFTER AMERICAN envoy 
Richard Holbrooke negotiated 
the Kosovo ceasefire, some 
Europeans actually har- 
rumphed that America hadn't 
kept them informed. Kosovo 
offers the Europeans the per- 
fect opportunity to take the 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
US reaction to the massacre of Kosovan 
villagers by Serbian security forces 


lead. All the more so since the 
US already has nearly 10,000 
troops at risk in Bosnia, where 
we have no real national in- 
terest As an ally the US must 
be prepared to provide logist- 


ical and otoer assistance to the 
Europeans, but it is their peo- 
ple who ought to go into harm’s 
way in Kosovo -if lhat is what 
the alliance derides to do. 
Chicago Tribune 


NATO SHOULD demand that 
Milosevic immediately end his 
interference.But there’s no 
chance he will comply if Nato 
continues rattling its sabre 
aimlessly Compelling Milose- 
vic to bad; down just when he’s 
warming up is likely to take'fer 
more than verbal condemn- 
ation. It’s time to extract from 
Milosevic something more 
than promises. If words don’t do 
it, extract it with hardware 
that he understands. 

USA Today 


EUROPEAN MEMBERS of Nato 
have made it dear that if US 
forces decline to join offensive 
action, they wffltoa This leaves 
little chance of resolving the 
Kosovo crisis any time soon. 
But to diminisb it by diplomacy 
always wifi be worth an effort 
It's a hard road to Milosevic's 
house, and one that should not 
be taken without prospects for 
an enduring compromise: Nato 
should holster its guns and 
press for a deaL 
LA Times 




THIS MUCH? 

For just £1 a week, you can sponsor an abandoned 
dog like me today. You’ll be helping the National 
Canine Defence League (NCDL) to give me, or 
another dog who may never be rehomed, a safe and 
happy life a r one of its Rescue Centres. You’D also 
help the NCDL to care for other needy dogs. In 
rerum, you’ll get a sponsor’s certificate, updates on 
your dog - and unconditional love from your new 
friend. Now, isn’t that a pound well spent? 


n Please send me my FREE poster guide so I can 
choose a dog to sponsor today. 

Mf/Mis/Miss/Ms/Other 

Address 


Postcode 

Please mum this form rw 

Sponsor a Dop. NCDL FREEPOST LONS996. 

PO Bax 7012, London El 8BR. 
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Pandora 


DID BRITISH intelligence 
agents use fake opinion polls 
to drag America into the 
Second World War? That is 
the allegation contained in 
Thomas E Mahl’s book 
Desperate Deception, which 
teDs the story of the British 
Security Co-ordination (BSC) 
unit to gain support for US 
involvement. Prior to Peart 
Harbor, a key task of BSC 
agents was to manufacture 
bogus public opinion polls 
showing popular public 
support tor peacetime 
conscription in the US. A 
reviewer of Mahl's book, 
quoted in The Washington 
Times, says that the surveys 
conducted “were all done 
under the influence of 
dedicated interventionists 
and British intelligence 
agents". Pandora called the 
Foreign Office to shed some 
light on the accusation and 
patiently awaits a reply. 

♦ • 

TONIGHT SEES the launch 
of Paul Routledge’s 
biography of Peter 
Illandelson at Politico's 
bookshop in Westminster. 
The book, Handy, was 
reviewed in Monday’s 
Evening Standard by 
Charlie Whelan, the 
Chancellor's Conner spin 
doctor and a victim of 
“Notting Hi ligate". 

“I can scarcely’ believe I 
am writing this review..." 
says Whelan, opening his 
piece with a mocking 
reference to the resignation 
letter of Mandeison to the 
Prime Minister. Further, he 
tells the reader: “When I 
first got wind of Paul's 
plans... 1 asked him not to 
do it." Tonight Whelan will 
get the chance to explain to 
Routledge just how much be 
regretted the book, as be is 
confirmed to be attending 
the Politico’s launch. 



THE SHOCK jock Howard 
Slern has Rupert Murdoch in 
his sights. The DJ. who 
makes his living from abusing 
anyone he can on his cult 
radio show, has taken offence 
at unauthorised photographs 
of him in the press, a number 
of which have been run by 
Murdoch-owned publications. 
Reports suggest that Sterns 
revenge is to hire a 
friend to trail Murdoch 
wherever he goes. 

Needless to say, 

Murdoch’s people are 
not impressed with 
Stern, whose own 
stalker was last 
week sent to 
prison For two- 
and-a-half 
years. 

Howard 
Rubenstein, 
speaking on 
behalf of 
Murdoch, 
told the US 
press that 
Stern's 
man 
“better 
be 

prepared 
to travel 
the 
globe 


repeatedly”. He'd better like 
Chinese food, too. 

-—4 

“TO BE perfectly honest, I 
thought we were doing a 
load of rubbish.” That is 
what David Prowse, the 
British actor who starred as 
the body of Darth Yoder 
(pictured) in the Star Wars 
film s, recently told 
reporters about the original 
sci-fi saga. When Pandora 
called Prowse to find out 
more, the Bristol man set 
the record straight: 
“Everybody thought what 
we were doing was rubbish, 
even 20th Century Pox, until 
the special effects were 
added on.” 

In fact, Prowse hopes 
that there may be a chance 
to reprise his role in the 
later prequels of Star Wars 
but Cor now it’s bis health 
and fitness studio that 
occupies him. 

“It's called Star Gym 
because of the famous 
people that have come here 
over the years,” Prowse told 
Pandora. “People such as 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Albert Finney and Ted 
Heath; I used to train Heath 
you know.” And the force is 
certainly still with Ted. 
that’s for sure. 

-- ♦ 

THE WOUNDS inflicted on Mia 
Farrow when Woody Allen left 
her tor their adopted 
daughter Soon-Yi still run 
deep after eight years. Last 
night on US television Farrow 
recalled one winter's day 
when she came home to find 
Woody keeping their children 
occupied bv throwing his hat 
and scarf into the fireplace. 

“I said: ‘What is going on?’ 
and he said: 'Well, we’d run 
out of stuff to do.'" Alter 
j recounting the episode Mia 
■ laments: “He just didn’t have 
j any idea." 

: 

... »— — ■ 

PANDORA WOULD like to 
pass on some information to 
British students thinking of 
working for a US 
congressman. A new guide 
to recruitment on Capitol 
Hill by Gary Alpert supplies 
some useful tips on 
deciding between a 
Democrat or a Republican 
boss. For example, for 
Drug of Choice it’s 
marijuana for 
Democrats and 
Viagra for 
Republicans; for 
Best Actress, it’s 
Ingrid Bergman for 
Democrats and 
Hillary Rodham 
Clinton for 
Republicans. 
But a special 
mention must 
go to the 
category of 
Fhvourite Pin- 
Up: Pamela 
Anderson 
Lee for 
Democrats 
and 

Margaret 
Thatcher for 
Republicans. 
You have 
been warned. 



A toast to champagne 



AS WELL as the more obvious splits 

on the British left, there is one 
enduring schism that has its origins 
in the English Civil War between 
Crown and Parliament. The identi- 
fication of the puritans with the 
revolution has meant that through- 
out all succeeding generations of 
English radicals, there has always 
been a substantial chunk of the 
British left who have felt that 
conspicuous eqjqyment of fife may 
in itself be an indlicator of closet 
right-wing leanings. 

' Tbe destruction of great art and 
the prescriptions against alcohol, 
music and d«nring created a left- 
wing puritan tradition that is still 
alive today. 

This schism is not unique to the 
Ekigtish left, as anyone who has seen 
the wonderful film Danton will con- 
firm. Gerard Depardieu plays the 
great French revolutionary Danton 
locked into a fife-and-death struggle 
with Robespierre for the heart and 
soul of the revolution. The Sim bril- 
liantly captures the richness of 
Dan ton’s life, with good food and 
wine and a series of relationships 
with women that we would today fieri 
were rather politically incorrect 
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Working class people are 
not embarrassed by having 
too much money; not having 

enough embarrasses them 

In contrast Robespierre is a dry; 
wizened husk sitting in his dilap- 
idated garret endlessly pouring out 
revolutionary tracts while subsist- 
ing on the occasional bowl of 
miserable grueL Of course, Robes- 
pierre managed to have Danton 
executed shortly before he went to 
the gallows himself but as he was 
still a virgin at his own execution, 
it seems to me that Danton had 


much the best of their brief years on 
planet Earth. 

In more recent times, the spht 
was typified by the boring drones of 
the Mffitant Tendency- whose key 

demand was that MP5 should “five 
on a worker's wage” - on the one 
hand, and Anemic Bevan, who did 
more apyone to improve the 
conditions of the working class, on 
the othen But Bevan had no qualms 
about eqjcying life himself, with a 
fondness for expensive clothes, 
good food and champagne. The 

Tory press denounced him as a hyp- 
ocrite because of his lifestyle. The 
truth is that working-class people 
are never embarrassed by having 
too much money - they are embar- 
rassed by not having enough. 

My own parents spent every 
Sunday afternoon of my childhood 
talking about how they would spend 
their winn ings when they eventually 
won the pools. Certainly, I have no 
doubt that if I ever win the lottery 
-while I wifl use a lot of it for worthy 
political causes - 1 wouldn't have the 
slightest qualm in spending a con- 
siderable portion of it for my own 
personal benefit 

One of my favourite examples of 


s (fidiotoinyon the left is betwren 
* teetotal Tony Bean ana the 
ger-than-life American writer 
re VidaL I recommend reading 
BwtmSnmo of autobiography 
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u’s Diaries IWO-63. The men 
e remarkable similarities -Ttoay 
■es from two generations of MFs 
rinro Vidal from two generations 


f US senators. Both were bom m 
325, with Benn growing up in the 
me village of Westminster politics 
bile Vidal did the, same in 
rashington. 

In 'foxy 1 ‘s diaries he describes ms 
■ aming for the Air Force in Africa 
t the age of 19 and recounts how 
ieir vicar led a discussion after 
inner about whether sex outside 
larriage could ever be considered 
ceeptable. The group concluded 
ia£ it couldn't At exactly the same 
me, Gore Vidal was captain of a 

mall naval boat in the Pacific, writ- 

ig in his diary. Tve realised that 
can seduce any man on this boat 
ooe I put my mind to it" 

I have often mused during dull 
o mmi ttee meetings how different 
clitics might have been if Tbny had 
ad a touch of Gore's indulgence and 
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once. I say ail this by way tfraak- 

ing absolutely dear that I tfaric tfirt 
how politicians choose toleadthrir 




heir own. It’s a 
*nt mat to; however when /Bo- 
nder public money. VT'- 

In 1984, the GLC put together * 
roadshow for the seaside pasty 
inferences. I knew that wpshw fld 
)pen ourselves to attacks from die 
Tory press if we used expensive 
lotels. In fact we went so ctewti- 
jiarket that on one occasion vre 
mded up in a B&B that wa s used 
jxtensively by local prostitutes* 
xiuch to the embarrassment of die. 
wo well known newspaper 
iaiists who wandered through odr 
jar one night with their prostitutes 
yf choice. In the following monitor 
hese journalists seemed to avtndf 
railing ary strongly critical articles : 

It seems to me that _ these 
jrinciples should underpin the 
ipproach of the new mayor of Lot- 
ion, which is why I have pledged 
hat if elected I will use pubHe" 
xansport rather than a chauffeur- 
iriven limousine. Bull will have the 

•%AA rrlocc i*if VinTlP " *' 


We cannot allow the Serbs to* 


attempt a ‘final solution’ 


IN THE Balkans, the winter snows 
have never yet stopped bloodshed. 
Some observers have said that both 
sides in the Kosovo conflict were 
waiting for the spring for a re- 
sumption of hostilities; but, as I 
learnt on my last trip to the region 
just before Christmas, the trigger for 
a new outbreak of war has not been 
the weather but the politics. 

During that visit I travelled out 
with the British verifiers, mostly 
former soldiers, as they looked at the 
evidence of almost daily violent 
deaths on both rides, and as they put 
themselves at risk in trying to damp 
down tensions on the ground. Even 
as we stood in their small operations 
room discussing the photographs 
of the latest slaughter, word was 
coming in of yet another episode in 
the Kosovo tragedy, with an even 
higher death toll. A few minutes 
later more news came in, this time 
of an attack on Serb teenagers in a 
bar by the Kosovo Liberation 
Army, which seemed to mark the be- 
ginning of a new “dirty war’’, tar- 
geting civilians as well as Serb 
security personnel 

Tbe October agreement brokered 
by Richard Holbrooke had com- 
pletely run out of steam well before 
Christmas, the unarmed verifiers 
were having their authority eroded 
daily, and the time that tbe deal 
bought for us to find a political so- 
lution in Kosovo has been wasted - 
not least by delays in getting the 
verifiers out into the field, and be- 
cause of the Albanian community's 
inability to speak with one voice. 
That agreement, for all its faults, 
created a political dynamic strong 
enough to replace the dynamic of 
force for a time and, crucially; it 
opened up the opportunity for the 
international community to became 
involved. And that involvement, in 
the form of OSCE (Organisation 
for Security and Co-operation in 
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Now we must think the 
unthinkable and consider 
the least worst option of 
sending the troops in 


Europe' verifiers, has made a mea- 
surable difference in certain specific 
situations on the ground, but has 
proved inadequate when violence 
and reprisals begin to escalate 
again. It is certainly no substitute for 
a political solution. 

The extraction force over the 
border in Macedonia is a useful 
political symbol but would be of no 
real military use as a force to pull 
out the verifiers, and so the monitors 
are still all we have. But with vio- 
lence escalating again, they are 
dearly an inadequate barrier be- 
tween the warring rides; they are un- 
protected and their authority has 
been undermined by Belgrade and 
by the Serb and the KLA comman- 
ders in the field. 

Now we can see the province slid- 
ing back into wan It has been swift 
but not unexpected, particularly not 
to those of us who had been argu- 
ing for earlier intervention since the 
middle of last yean Casualties have 
been mounting on both sides, and 
this week’s atrocity in Racak rep- 
resents a fundamental challenge to 
the West’s policy. 


We have one last chance to 
persuade both sides but most ur- 
gently President Milosevic, to accept 
the authority of the international 
community ana return to compli- 
ance with tiie terms of the ceasefire 

- including full co-operation with the 
International War Crimes Tribunal 
investigators as specified in UN 
Resolution 1199. which governs 
the ceasefire. 

But if these last-ditch e ff o rts fail 

- and I am pessimistic - we must 
consider our options, which have 
been narrowing with every month 
that passes. If we do faH. then 
Nato and the OSCE wifi be faced 
with a very stark choice: to take 
the verifiers oul or to send the 
troops in. 

Neither decision wifi be easy. On 
the face of it the obvious decision 
would be to pull the verifiers out But 
I do not believe that we in the West 
could allow ourselves to stand aside 
and be spectators in the carnage that 
would ensue. I have no doubt that 
Milosevic and the increasingly pow- 
erful right-wing nationalists who 
dominate politics in Belgrade would 
see withdrawal of the verifiers as a 
signal ofa failure of the international 
community's wlLL a green light for 
a foil-scale campaign against the Al- 
banian population in Kosovo. 

The region would be flooded with 
the main battle units of the Yu- 
goslav army - the fifffi most powerful 
army in Europe - and we would see 
the Serbs attempt a “final solution” 
to their Kosovo question. The blood- 
shed would be horrific, both for the 
Kosovar Albanians and for the mi- 
nority Kosovar Serbs, and would al- 
most inevitably ignite the wider 
Balkan conflict in Macedonia, Alba- 
nia and the southern B alkans that 
we have all feared since the begin- 
ning of last year. 

It is dearly inconceivable that we 
should stand back and allow this to 
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happen. Air strikes may be used to 
prevent further instances of the 
use of excessive force and heavy 
weapons against defenceless Al- 
banian villages, and to force Milo- 
sevic to return to compl i a n ce if 
Serbia uses heavy weapons against 
Albanian civilians in contravention 
of the Geneva Convention. But on 
their own, air strikes offer us only a 
way of dealing with Milosevic’s ag- 
gression, not a way of dealing with 
the KLA or with the steady trickle 
of weapons and ill-trained young 
men and women who attack from 
across the Albanian border- attacks 
probably sponsored by money from 
the Albanian diaspora and which fre- 
quently send the young volunteers 
to their deaths. So now we must 
think the unthinkable, and consider 
the least worst option of putting 
troops in on the ground. 

This is profoundly undesirable, it 
is no small step, and has long-term 
implications. It puts into question the 
status of Kosovo as a province of 
Serbia and it would mean an occu- 
pation of the sovereign territory of 
the Serbian state by Nato forces. It 


would be a real challenge to Eu- ■ 
rope's as yet un|HXJveflabffity to han- . 
die a co-ordinated peace-keeping 
mission. But the actions of the Sabs 
in perpetrating the atrocities in ■ 
Racak and elsewhere, and in flout- v 
ing the dedskms of the international ~ 
community, have diminish ed or re- ~i' 
moved their moral authority to gov-jLL\ 
era Kosovo on the basis of 5 percent^* 
of Kosovo's population. - 

The present policy has one last > 
chance - and if it works we must ur- - 
gentfy reinvest the political process - . 
with the momentum it needs - but 
if it fails we must be prepared for the 
worst and for the only option we have '• 
left. We have, once again, as in 
Bosnia, done too little too late, and ! . 
we have left ourselves no good qp- . 
tions and no other choice. 

I asked one of ffie verifiers whom 
I met whether he could defect a will" y ' 
for peace in Kosovo. He replied: ! 
a I can’t see a will for peace. But I can ■ • 
see a will not to return to wan” Thati" *'■?■ 
may be all we have to go on in - J- 
our hopes to build a future far the/ j 
region, but we cannot and must not- a 
stand aside. • 
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Carbon Monoxide Detector 
- just £29.95 mcp&p 

When pas. oil and 
solid fuel appliances 
an: run maintained 
ruyularly or flues 
become bkvked 
Carbon Monoxide can 
build Up to a 
dangerous, perhaps 
even deadly level. 

Carbon Monoxide is a 
highly poisonous pas. 

It is invisible with no 
odour or UMC.thi<s 
being the reason that 
il a frequently irflTcd 
lo as the silent killer. 

In Ihc home ir is nor- 
mally the product of 
incomplete combus- 
tion mostly originat- 
ing from gas. oil or 
LPG fires, boilers, 
ducted air hearing 
.systems, water 

heaters. cookers, solid fuel fires and mobile beaters. You can't see. smell or taste 
it but concentrated in the air it is capable nf serious poisoning, in some cases 
mu I to both humans and domexic puts. 

Simply called the LIFESAVER this carbon monoxide detector will warn you 
audibly if carbon monnxide reaches dangerous levels. Supplied with a 9 volt 
battery die unit has the advantage or being portable bat can be wall or ceiling 
mounted. Features include: totoesei button, multi wanting system, 
permanent sensor. R5db alarm, low battery indicator and si\ year warranty. 

At a cost of just LN.W including postage and packing and certified lo UL2U3A 
f underwriters laboratories! your dclcctor will include a comprehensive manual. 
Note • Girtvn Monoxide de lectors are not an alternative lo regular servicing by 
qualified engineers of sour appliances. 

nw.nfarfcM IkjaliSjnr Oran Wkrt.lnta) Eli Wl. 



BOW TO ORDER iFot UR nvfcng wiyi 
Fill in the coupon and send together w 
cheque or postal outer/*. NO CASH pli 
to -THE INDEPENDENT DETECTC 
OFFER. 59 Quern Read. Southend t 
Sea. Essex SSI 1NL. 

For Access/Vim ohms, please ihos 
<1782532922 

We deliver n> addressee m the UK only 
Please allow up 10 2X days /or delivery fr 
receipt of order. Return within 7 days to 
refund if net compfelriy satisfied. OfTe 

»ob)ca oo suitability 


> Please send me. 


. Detector/' 


& £2955 each me pJfcp 

I enclose a crossed cheque for £ 

(address 00 back) made payable to: 
Inde{KiUleniNewqBpentUKiLrdlNDI3 
or debit my Arcess/Vtsa account by 
this amount. My card number is: 



ADDRESS, 


I 
I 

{ PoaGxfe. 


Semlio: THE INDEPENDENT DETECTOR 
j OFFER, 99 Qkc* Rood. Soahendm Sea, 
l Essex SSI INL 

! HoKliciMf born/ yea doMnaSBitOthe 
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Don’t be scared of modified food I 


4 AGRICULTURE IS at the 
heart of the US economy. 
It employs some 20 mil- 
lion people. Agricultural 
products are our biggest ex- 
port The last few years have 
seen a major shift in American 
agricultural policy - the great- 
est change since the Thirties 
- due to the globalisation of 
agricultural markets. 

American farmers have 
seen their income suffer as a 
result of the Russian and Asian 

finan cial wisasg, Hip. ahmwiawffP. 

of global supply, and the 
resulting drop in commodity 
prices. This situation has been 
exacerbated by recent drought 
conditions in the United 
States. 

To respond to these hard- 
ships, the US government is 
seeking ways to strengthen 
the social safety net for Amer- 
ican farmers, while preserving 
the market freedoms gained 
from reduced government 
intervention. 

France faces a similar chal- 
lenge: how to encourage dyn- 
amism in the agricultural 
sector and reduce government 
subsidies, while at the same 
time providing a safety net for 
fanners whose livelihood is 
often threatened by conditions 


that are beyond their control 

The proper role of bio- 
technology in agriculture is a 
particularly delicate issue. 

In the United States, we 
consider the results of bio- 
technology used in fanning to 
be extremely promising. 

Insect-resistant plants and 
drought-resistant corn are two 
such examples. In each case, 
biotechnology has increased 
output. It has also lowered 
production costs and reduced 
the use of pesticides and waten 
bringing environmental and 
bealih benefits to both farmers 
and consumers. 

If we can use biotechnology 
to increase food stocks and 
permit crops to grow in harsh 
ctimates, we may begin to elim- 
inate the scourge of famine and 
hunger in the world. 

Given this positive point of 
view; the use of biotechnology 
in agriculture has expanded 
rapidly in the US. More than 30 
transgenic crops have been 
approved for sale, including 
such staples as sqybeans, com, 
potatoes and canola oil [from 
oil-seed rapel. Three years 
ago, not a single genetically en- 
gineered crop was planted for 
commercial use. This year; an 
estimated 65 million acres 
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From a speech by the 
American ambassador 
in Paris to the 
Fidiration du C rSdit 
Agricole , Paris 


world-wide were planted with 
transgenic seeds, including 
about a quarter of next year’s 
US corn and one-third of the 
soybean crops. Experts predict 

that within 10 years an estim- 
ated 95 per cent of America’s 
plant-derived foods will be 
genetically engineered. 

Research is under way on 
the next generation of foods 
enhanced by biotechnology 
that could have real health 
benefits; meat without 


cholesterol, oils with less fat, 
wheat with more protein, to 
name but a few. 

The safety of biotechnology 
is widely discussed in the Euro- 
pean press. Confidence in 
biotechnology in the United 

States is due largely to our con- 
fidence in the government 
agencies responsible for food 
safety. No genetically modi- 
fied organisms (GMOs) maybe 
usedin the United States with- 
out meeting strict government 
requirements. In fact three 
federal agencies must review 
and approve the use of GMOs 
in the United States. Scientists 
for regulatory agencies in the 
European Union, Canada, 
Japan and Australia, plus the 
World Health Organisation, 
have also studied any possible 
risks - and have determined 
that the GMOs that are on the 
market today are safe for 
human health. 

Another reason why 
American consumers have 
generally accepted theseprod- 
ucts is that they aren’t realty 
anything new. All plant breed- 
mg involves the genetic mani- 
pulation of plants. Virtually au 
of the agricultural products 
sold and consumed have been 
altered by this kind of cross- 


breeding. Geneticaltymocfified '• 
foods areas safe as tte original' 
plants from which the. genes*'- 
were taken. Every country has- 1 7 
the right and the responsttaK J ~ 
ity to establish a policy of fooiT- ■ 
^belling 1 . f 

Since May 1998, the Euro- « 
Pfcan Union has required the : 
labelling of GMO products as , 
such. However; for the rea- ■> ; \ 
sons I have just outlined, the • . . 
United States has taken a (tifr ; 
ferent position. We believe, for ■; 
example, that a type of com t 
that has been gerieticaHympd- . 
ified to resist dro ugh t is no flrf-. •• • 

ferent from a hybrid corn 
dev etoped to gtehSgbtf yields, 
aud therefore requires no - 
s P^^labeL'HiedifiierMiMOf r 
opinion on these issues may 
result from historical and cul-. 
ku'al factors, but one thing is 
clear American, French and 
European consumers must 
have confidence in-whal they M 
consume, andproAicersmust ^ 
he responsible for .what they 
produce. ’ 

As we seek to meet this 
common goal» we should open 
channels of communication, 
share our scientific find- 
mgs and Isolate our 
dedsions from politics 
andemotion. • 


9 


+ 






O' 




^‘ESDay 


Sfei^lEVv 




THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 20 January 1999 




The sinking of our estates 
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■y Cats, dogs , birds and 
■ frogs were subjected to 
ritual cruelty. ■, preferably 
before screaming toddlers 

A COUPLE ofyears ago, my brother 
and I indulged in an odd and nostal- 
gic adventure. We found a way into 
the derelict “maisonette” blocks 
that our family had moved to when 
I was three (and that he’d been bom 
and bred in) and paid a visit to the 
flat in which we'd spent most of our 
childhood. 

Out building, and the others 
around it, were empty awaiting re- 
modelling and recladding Muir- 
house, Motherwell is just one of the 
thousands of “schemes” - as coun- 
cil housing estates are called in 
Scotland - that are being regener- 
ated in a bid to rid them of the 
myriad social blights that have 
^-;iogged them almost from the 
‘f~ J toiomerit they became occupied. 

I stood looking out of the window 
with its view of the whole of the 
Clyde valley and found that I could 
remember the day we’d moved in, 
rehoused when my parents' tene- 
ment flat was bought by the coun- 
cil under a compulsory purchase 
order. This new place was light and 
airy, absolutely the definition of 
modern. We now had our own bath- 
room instead of ashared one. There 
was no coal fire, but something 
exotic called under-floor heating 
Everything sparkled with white- 
ness and cleanliness. It was all 
' brand, spanking new- maisonettes 
■^nd towers clustered together on 
the brow of a hill. We could see for 
miles. But we couldn't see what the 
future held. We could never have 
guessed how quickly this little 

r Itopia , and thousand s Hfci* it, wnidri 

become that dread thing a sink 
estate. My brother and I still can't 
believe that such a terrible dehum- 
anisation ba d ha p pened around us 
as we played out om- childhood, safe 
in the fiat with the beautiful view. 

In a study published this week by 
the Oxford Psychologists Press 
there is more bad news for council 
tenants. The study which examined 
the intelligence and achievements 
of 2,000 people, found that highly in- 
telligent people who live in council 
bousing get lower pay, fewer holi- 
days and less promotion than 
owner-occupiers of similar intelli- 
gence. They are also less likely to 
A^mplete full-time education. The 
^■athorsDrMaii Cook, a psychology 
lecturer at the University of Wales 
and Robert McHenry, an occupa- 



The Muirhoose estate: T still can’t believe that such a terrible dehumanisation happened around us as I played out my childhood' 


tional psychologist, found that “pre- 
judices area valid fectoc Intelligent 
people who live in public housing 
seem to be caught up in some trap 
of under-achievement They’re 
being judged by where they live.” 

That aratipmia has taken so long 
to find concrete statistics to support 
such a self-evident truth makes it 
more amazing that my mother 
sussed all this out by the beginning 
of the Seventies. After we’d lived 
only a couple of years in our new 
scheme, the cracks were beginning 
to show. It wasn't so much in the 
buildings themselves, but in the kind 
of community that was coalescing 
around them. 

All the new trees that had been 
planted around the scheme had 
been trampled down by marauding 
children. When the trees were gone 
they started on animals. Cats, dogs, 
birds and frogs were subjected to rit- 
ual cruelty, preferably in front of a 
screaming audience of toddlers. 
Chip-pans were always being 
launched from balconies in balls of 
fire. Tenants, too, would launch 
themselves from windows occas- 
ionally, and in Glencairn Towei; 
the huge block in town, it seemed 


that someone leapt from the build- 
ing every week. 

My mum was certain that this 
family, for one, had to get out of this 
scheme or else it would ruin us. 
There were plenty of other people 
who agreed with her. Over the 
years of searching for a new home, 
my mother met hundreds of people 
who were unhappy with their coun- 
cil accommodation and keen to 
tackle the problems they saw if only 
the council would help them make 
an investment in the community 
But the council wouldn’t Instead, its 
rules became Draconian and its 
involvement became minimal 

Early on. a few people had been 
rehoused after getting lines from 
their doctors about their nerves. But 
so many tenants had cottoned on to 
this that the strategy quickly 
stopped working- We were told that 
we didn't have enough “points" 
and that unless we could get a 
“swap” we had to stay until my 
brother and I were deemed too old 
to share a room together. 

But already the scheme had a 
bad reputation and the only people 
who wanted a swap were those 
worse off than us. We saw places 


overrun with mice, flats in corridors 
that smelled of mine, flats with 
excrement smeared on the walls. 
And there was worse to come. 
When we finally gpt our points, we 
would be offered three alternative 
homes. We had to accept the third 
one, no matter what. 

At that point my mother realty be- 
came a warrior There were still 
some good council houses around. 
The thing to do was to find them 
before someone on the council put 
in a word for their auntie - which 
happened, blatantly, all the time. 
Every evening she would pound the 
streets looking for empty houses, or 
places where there were signs that 
people were moving out And every 
day, she’d go down to the housing 
office with a list of places that 
seemed to her to be empty. Event- 
ually they gave in, and we got a new 
house with three bedrooms and a 
back and front garden. That house, 
She most of the others in that estate, 
is owner/ occupied now and my 
mother’s strategy for housing her 
family decently is no longer a real- 
istic prospect for anyone. 

Meanwhile Muirhouse is being 
“regenerated”, as are about 4,000 


other sink estates in Britain. Today, 
it looks staggeringly ugly. While the 
original towers really did have a 
clean, bright modernist beauty - 
and could have been kept that way 
with dedicated maintenance and 
regular licks of paint - they have 
now been clad alternately in pink 
and turquoise versions of something 
cheap and stripy. The maisonettes 
have been turned into hybrid ter- 
raced bouses, but the gardens are 
tiny and invite unwelcome visitors 
from the public space in which 
they are marooned. Other blocks 
stifl stand empty and derelict for the 
regeneration work is years behind 
schedule and by the time the 
scheme is finished they’ll have to 
start again. Hie people who are try- 
ing again to colonise this blighted 
hill can be in no doubt as to why 
their address is a stigma, for the 
evidence is all around them stiff 
Across Britain, the people of just 
17 council estates like this one will 
see the places they have tried - and 
failed - to live well in, razed to the 
ground. Tte rest wffl be regenerated 
by the same organisations that 
built them to let them rot in the first 
place. All the Soda! Exclusion Units 


Mark RurmaclestSDR 


in the world can't make councils 
good at running housing initiatives. 
And they can't stop the kind of social 
exclusion that starts with a glance 
at the address on the top of your job 
application form. 

The truth is that councils that 
weren't any good at providing hous- 
ing in the first place have been left 
with justa rump of particularly dif- 
ficult housing to service. The coun- 
cils responsible for building failed 
estates should not be responsible for 
rebuilding them. Public housing 
must be put into the hands of ded- 
icated organisations. Housing 
associations have again and again 
proved themselves to be more flex- 
ible, imaginative and sympathetic 
towards the community than coun- 
cils seem able to be. These are the 
organisations that should be plan- 
ning a future for public housing. 
Council housing is discredited, its 
tenants are discriminated against, 
and the same mistakes that we saw 
30 years ago are being repeated. 
Let’s start again. There are plenty 
of intelligent council tenants who 
would be only too happy to let 
housing associations know what 
they really need. 


RIGHT 
OF REPLY 


MIKE WILUS 



The chairman of the 
ProLife Alliance 
rejects Lynn Eaton's 

call for accessible 
contraception 

THE REDUCTION in teenage 
pregnancies is once again top 
of the agenda in the battle for 
the health of the nation. The 
Government has set amb- 
itious targets and health 
apparatchiks have stormed 
into actioa 

Just before Christmas, 
Boots was wheeled into the 
vanguard of the teenage- 
pregnancy-reduction strategy. 
A teenage drop-in centre was 
established at a branch in 
Glasgow. Angry parents pick- 
eted the store and a national 
boycott is in place. 

This has done tittle to deter 
the Health Trust of Glasgow 
which now wants to extend the 
Boots drop-in concept into 
schools. Their strategy 
appears to be about providing 
accessible clinics where 
sexualty active youngsters can 
obtain contraceptives - which, 
they believe, wil] tackle the 
problem of unwanted teenage 
pregnancies. 

The last 30 years have 
taught us that this is a flawed 
strategy, contraceptives fail 
and the more we encourage 
teenagers to indulge in “safe 
sex”, the more unwanted 
pregnancies will result 

The ProLife Alliance has 
been arguing for a complete 
reversal of sex education 
policies. Our starting-point is 
similar to the development of 
anti-smoking policies for the 
young. Under-age sex, like 
smoking, goes on, but it is bad 
for your health and in the 
long term it is better for the 
teenager if this behaviour is 
changed. 

The incidence of sexually 
transmitted disease among 
the young is at record levels. 
Abstinence programmes in 
the US have achieved startling 
results in adapting teenage 
lifestyles. In Michigan, teenage 
pregnancy rates have been re- 
duced by 25 per cent Saying 
“no” is a strategy well worth 
developing -perhaps it is just 
too simple for the so-called 
health professionals. 


Drawing repellent conclusions 


THOMAS HENRY Huxley rose from 
humble beginnings to become one of 
the most eminent of Victorian bio- 
ogists, but along the way he lost his 
faith to scientific reason. When his son 
ffied aged three, he was denied the tra- 
ditional comforts of religion. In the 
depth of his grief he wrote to his friend 
Charles Kingsley: “I could have fan- 
cied a devil scoffing at me... and ask- 
ing what profit it was to have striked 
Rtyself of the hopes and consolations 
■ - W the mass of mankind? Tb which my 
only reply was and is: ’Oh devil! Truth 
is much better than profit’” 

There is something noble about 
Huxley's commitment to his scientific 
beliefs, but his story also show's bow 
the rise of science has made the 
world a crueller place. Instead of a 
heaven and earth created for man by 



Wednesday Book 

BRAVE NEW WORLDS 

BY BRIAN APPLEVARD, HARPERCOLUNS. £1 6.99 


a benevolent God, we now have a ran- 
dom universe in which natural selec- 
tion blindly arranges matter into 
strange animal shapes. 

Brian Appleyard has been urging 
for some years that we should not just 
stand by and let science destroy our 
values. In Ms earlier book. Under- 
standing the Present, he argues that 
the scientific worid view subverts re- 
ligion and culture, yet offers nothing 
in its place. This new volume contin- 
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Wednesday Poem 

■ allusion to the death of colonel 

FRANCISCO BORGES (1833-1874) 

BY JORGE LUIS BORGES. TRANSLATED BY NORMAN THOMAS D< GIOVANNI 

I leave him on his horse on that evening 
In which he rode across the plain to meet 
TTis death, and of all the hours of his fate 
May this one, though fritter go on living. 

White horse, white poncho pick a studied way 
Over the flat terrain. Ahead, death lurks 
Patiently in the barrels of the guns. 

Colonel Borges sadly crosses the plain. 

Wbat closed cm him, the Remingtons’ crackle, 

What his eye took in, endless grazing land. 

Are what he saw and heard his whole life long. 

Here was his home -in the thick of battle. . 

In bis epic world, riding on his horse, 

I leave him almost untouched by my versa 

This poem comes from the ‘Selected Poems’ of 
- Jorge Luis Borges (Penguin. £1 1); The Penguin Press 
publishes Borges's 'Collected Redons' this week. 


ties the message, with an emphasis on 
recent advances in genetic science. In 
AppleyartFs view the unravelling of the 
DNAcodeis “the most important dis- 
covery in human histoiy", which “will 
leave nothing unchanged”. 

He begins with a standard run- 
through of toe brare new technologies 
on toe horizon, including genetic scan- 
ning, selective abortion, gene therapy 
and cloned body parts. Yet Appleyaiti 
does little to help us judge which 
prospects are likety to graduate from 
fantasy to feet, since he makes no 
attempt to explain the science of 
DNA. This is disappointing from a jour- 
nalist who made his name by distill- 
ing complex subjects for a mass 
audience, and it compares badty with 
a recent Penguin by Philip Kitchen The 
Lives to Come, which covers the 
same ground as Appleyard, yet en- 
gages serfously with the issues that de- 
pend on scientific understanding. 

Much of Appleyard 's agitation 
about the new genetics seems mis- 
placed. He devotes a great deal of 
attention to the histoiy of eugenic 
thinking, from the Spanish Inquisition 
to researches IQ differences between 
races. He is, of course, right that 
eugenic ideas are destructive of 
chased values, as Narism proved, but 
the trouble is that eugenics owes 
nothing to the discovery of DNA 
Even the most modem investigations 
into genetic IQ depend on statistical 
techniques that have been around 
since the beginning of this century and 
are independent of assumptions about 
the molecular basis of inheritance. 

Appleyard gets increasingly en- 



Ttssue engineering: one of Appleyard’s brave new technologies BBC 


tangled in his eagerness to demon- 
strate that genetic science is the root 
of all amoral! ty. On IQ, for example, 
most sane commentators would agree 
that, while inheritance does make a dif- 
ference, many other fectors do too. But 
Appleyard will have none of this. As 
he sees ft, once we start down the path 
of genetic science, we must conclude 
that everything important is genetic, 
afl inequalities are justified, and the 
human bloodstock is in danger of 
degeneration. At one point, Appleyard 
suddenly seems to notice that he is in 
danger of ending up on the wrong side, 
and inserts a paragraph explaining 
that he does not necessarily endorse 
these ideas, but that “there is a logic 
which has to be followed through if we 
are ever to understand what genetics 
is all about”. He adds: “Precisely 
what I personally think about all this 
will become dear later.” 

Unfortunately it doesn’t Appleyard 
suggests at the end that the solution 
is to deny the truth of scientific ideas. 
But ft is surely too late fix* that As Hux- 
ley's sad story shows, we cannot put 


the cat of scientific truth back into the 
bag of ignorance. Of course, not afl 
scientific piaims are proven, and we 
should do well to treat many 
revelations with a pinch of salt But 
there is enough in science, including 
genetic science, that cannot be denied 
and must be come to terms with if we 
are to get our values straight 
What we need are writers who can 
explain the relevant science to the 
public, and allow ns to shape our val- 
ues intelligently to the new inform- 
ation. Brian Appleyard’s previous 
work has shown that he is as good at 
this as anybody. But in this book he is 
in danger of giving the game to the 
enemy. In his impatience to damn 
science, he ends up drawing repellent 
conclusions from inescapable scient- 
ific truths. Just as well that his 
arguments don’t hold water given 
that science win not go away. 

DAVID PAPINEAU 

The reviewer is professor of the 
philosophy of science at King’s 
College, London 


Kosova children appeal 
to Independent readers 


Kosovar children 
refugees in Albania 
face cold, hunger and 
disease as winter 
deepens. Many are at 
deep shock, having 
witnessed their parents 
and relatives killed in 
the awful atrocities 
from which they fled. 
Albania, the poorest 
country in Europe, has 
few resources to 
support the massive 
influx of refugees. 



Your action will help children who 
have lost everything 

The European Children’s Trust needs your swift 
response to set np an emergency centre in Shkoder, northern 
Albania, to help 2500 refugees. Our centre mil provide 
basic necessities and schooling to give security to ibe 
confused and frightened refugee children living in Shkoder. 

These are children and families whose homes have 
been lost, perhaps forever. 

Special help is needed for die traumatised children who 
have witnessed terrible crimes, and must now start to live a 
normal life. 


£30 could buy emergency medicine and 
food supplements for 5 Kosovar refugee 
children for a week. \ ’ 


Please send what you can to save the 
displaced Kosovar children tin's winter. Call 
(),S00 056 5686 now or cut the coupon below 


l I enclose O£30 Qmy choice £_ 


to save Kosovar 


I children. (Cheques lo The European Children's Trust please). 
Or debit my A cc£s s/Visa/C AF card: 

I Card no 


I 


Signature 

MdMrs/Miss/Ms_ 
Address 


Expiry dale. 
Date. 


Postcode. 


I 


Telephone do 

Phase return (o: Umy* Basroc. (17/A). Kswwt 
Em a paiy Appeal. The European Children’s 
lYna. FREEPOST KES3S9, b« Queen Street. 
London. £C*B 4AR . 

Or cafl 0800 056 3686 NOW. 


xft* 

Tie E »mi «- O Bd cA Thro 
ammu iUlirtW 

Rrg. Charity No. SOiOTO 


Please act NOW - your sift will give hope 





George Rylands 


THE UNION of the theatrical with 
the academic came eariy in the life 
of George Hylands, known to all 
who met him as “Dadie” (he could 
not pronounce “baby" when tiny). 
Rylands went to Eng’s College, 
Cambridge from Eton on a schol- 
arship to read Classics in 1921 - in 
January so that he could act Elec- 
tra in J.X Sheppard’s production in 
Greek of The Oresteia. 

This practical experience of com- 
municating the essence of a play as 
dearly as possible to audiences 
only partially able to follow the 
words was doubtless the key to the 
qualities for which Rylands 5 s later 
productions of Shakespeare became 
famous: clarity of delivery, musical- 
ly of vocal orchestration, striking 
stage pictures, and an overall im- 
pression erf unimpeded transparency 

But first came the acting. 
During the Twenties, when the Vice- 
Chancellor still prohibited women 
from appearing on the Cambridge 
stage, Hylands took some of the lead- 
ing female roles in Elizabethan 
drama, including the Duchess of 
Main He thus acquired an intimate 
feeling for the appropriate style of 
acting when he later came to direct 
his great friend Peggy Ashcroft in 
the same part. He was also a ruth- 
lessly dashing Diomedes in the fa- 
mous Marlowe Society production of 
1922 which restored Trent us and 
Cressida to currency on the stage. 

It was indeed the university's 
Marlowe Dramatic Society which 
was to be the main channel of his in- 
fluence on English theatre. Through 
that channel flowed the principles of 
impersonality, balance, and the de- 
livery of verse with neither the 
huff-and-puff of old-stylo rhetoric nor 
the clipped twittering of drawing- 
room comedy which were then the 
prevailing alternatives. 

These principles were first moot- 
ed by Lytton Strachey in reviews of 
earlier Marlowe productions and de- 
veloped by Rylands in discussion 
with Strachey and other members 
of the Bloomsbury Group, especial- 
ly Virginia Woolf. 

In her diaries Rylands makes a 
mid and attractive appearance in 
his bright blue suit - vain, but kind, 
energetic and intelligent; she called 
him a cornflower. It was with Ry- 
lands that she shared her anxieties 
over the writing of The Waves, and 
it is a luncheon he gave her in 
King's that she describes in A Roam 
of One's Own <1929). And since it was 
Strachey who wrote the introduction 
to Ryiands’s Fellowship dissertation, 
Words and Poetry, which he had pre- 
pared while working for the Woolfs 
at the Hogarth Press (which they 
published in 1928), it is clearly 
through Rylands that the Blooms- 
berries enter English theatre. 


At this date, 1928, Rylands moved 
into the rooms in King’s where he 
entertained, rehearsed and lived 
for the nest 70 years, and whose 
doors and fireplaces were painted by 
Dora Carrington. Earlier he had also 
moved from Classics to English. The 
English Faculty was then in its 
heroic phase of working out first 
principles. Perhaps because his 
work was mainly in the ephemeral 
medium of theatre it is insufficient- 
ly recognised that Hylands partici- 
pated in that heroic endeavour; 
sharing its rigour; intent interest in 
language, and urgency hi the com- 
mon pursuit of true judgment 

With characteristic boldness, in 
1929 he chose King Lear for his 
debut as director for the Marlowe, 
casting the undergraduate Michael 

Rfidgr aro as Ed g ar John T ^hmann 
remembered “the constriction at the 
heart” that assailed him at the 
climax of the play Equally bold was 
Ryiands’s derision to take advantage 
of the lifting of the ban on women 
actresses by staging Antony and 
Cleopatra in 1933. The daring of Ge- 
offrey Wright's costume designs 
scandalised the Master of Corpus. 

Not that Rylands’s theatrical ac- 
tivities were limited to the Marlowe, 


umphs there was of course much 
hard work. Rylands was meticulous 
in preparing lighting plots and 
worked closely with his designers 
mid stage managers. This attention 
to detail and planning made him an 
invaluable ally for his dose friend 
Maynard Keynes as he matured 
his plans for the building of the 
Cambridge Arts Theatre. 

Indeed, it was a multi-media en- 
tertainment Hylands devised for 
Keynes, involving photography by 
Cedi Beaton, choreography by Fred- 
erick Ashton, music by Constant 
Lambert, and acting by Hylands 
himself that inspired Keynes with the 
idea of a theatre devoted to all the 
performing arts. After Keynes’s 
death in 1946, Hylands took over as 
Chairman of the Trustees, steering 
the theatre from the late Forties 
through the Fifties and Sixties. 

Here the young Peter Hall saw aU 
the Marlowe productions and re- 
solved to emulate them. Here John 
Barton, joining Hylands at Eng’s, 
also began to direct, culminating in 
his outstanding two parts of Henry 
TV with Ian McKellen, Derek Jaco- 
bi, Clive Swift and Eleanor Bran in 
1960. From here Barton left to 
join Hall when he took over the 


It was with Rylands that Virginia 
Woolf shared her anxieties over the 
writing of The Waves, and it is a 
luncheon he gave her in King's that she 
describes in A Room of One’s Own 


or indeed to the theatre. In King’s he 
served on nearly every committee, 
acted as Junior Bursar; and was of- 
fered the position of Provost which 
he refused At the Amateur Dramatic 
Club he acted in light comedy and oc- 
casionally directed the Fbotlights as 
well as the Greek play Here he was 
aided and abetted by his contempo- 
rary and colleague at Eng’s, the tal- 
ented comedian Donald Beves. The 
two of them ran a double act putting 
on a Greek or Jacobean tragedy one 
week, parodying it the next 

The pay-off from this sprezzatu- 
ra was seen in Ryiands’s revival of 
T.S. Eliot's 77ie Family Reunion, 
which, because it successfully re- 
leased the comedy, the author much 
preferred to the London premiere. 

Whether participating in a com- 
edy or a tragedy, generationsnf stu- 
dents testified to the feeling of 
“happy triumph" that buoyed every- 
one up during a Rylands production. 

Behind the scenes of these tri- 


Shakespeare Memorial Theatre the 
same year: 

From Rylands’s last production 
for the Marlowe in 1960, Cymbetine, 
Trevor Nunn graduated from acting 
to direct the Marlowe himself. later 
inheriting Hall's mantle at the RSC. 
And that is the history of Shake- 
spearean production in England for 
a good 20 years. 

Apart from this indirect but potent 
influence, Ryiands's practical grasp 
enabled him to contribute directly to 
the professional stage. Outstand- 
ingly there was his direction of John 
Gielgud’s best Hamlet at the 
Theatre Royal, Haymarket in 1944. 
It was Ryiands's Shakespeare an- 
thology, The Ages afMan (1939), that 
Gielgud used for his remarkable 
solo performances. 

Perhaps even more characteris- 
tic was the mixing of top profes- 
sionals, such as Irene Worth, with 
undergraduate actors in the record- 
ings of the complete works of Shake- 


speare fur the British Council be- 
tween 1937 and 1964. The prqject was 
the first of its kind, was hailed by crit- 
ics as the most significant publica- 
tion of Shakespeare since the First 
FWio, and is stfll current. The British 
Council also sent a Marlowe Society 
double-bill of I7ie White Dead, with 
Noel Arman as an imposing Pope, 
and Measure far Measure, with By- 
lands in his best part, Angelo, to 
Berlin in the airlift of 1948. 

Rylands lived tong enough to see 
public recognition of his achieve- 
ments, poor compensation though it 
was for surviving so many friends; 
an honorary degree from his own 
un iversi ty, and in 1987 a Compan- 
ionship of Honour: The RSC cele- 
brated his 90th birthday with a 
programme at the Swan. And in 1996 
there was a great gathering of stars 
at the Theatre Royal, Haymarket to 
launch an appeal for a Rylands Fel- 
lowship, intended to repay in some 
measure the singular generosity of 
a man who had literafiy given away 
all of tire fortune he inherited from 
an unde- to his college, to the Arts 
Theatre, to the Ffewflfiam Museum, 
to numerous individuals whose ca- 
reers he helped launch with timely 
assistance unencumbered by advice 

By the time of the Haymarket 
celebration Dadie Rylands was too 
frail to attend, bat he sent a short 
film instead With entirely charac- 
teristic impishness the film consisted 
ofan electrifying redtal of a speech 
from. God forbid, the Scottish play: 
“Tbmorrow and tomorrow and to- 
morrow”. There was no one on 
stage that night, nor will there ever 
be, who could follow that 

T. J.CRXBB 

In the summer term of 1921 Cam- 
bridge University was still rejoicing 
in the Peace that followed the 
unspeakable horror of the First 
World War, writes Frances Par- 
tridge. Some had a new preoccu- 
pation - their final examinations. 

The Provost of King's College, J.T 
Sheppard had been confiding in 
several surprised friends that he had 
fellen in love with a very pretty Scot- 
tish Newnhamite and had planned 
a little lunch party to introduce her 
to his brilliant new student Dade 
Rylands. lb complete the party be 
was asking me, as the girl's “best 
friend" and the sister of one of his 
own most prominent actors from the 
Mariowe Society. 

This was the occasion of my first 
meeting with Dadie. I can't say the 
two departing girls and the new boy 
were quite at ease with each other 
but I well remember Da die’s air of 
condescension towards us two girls, 
and the dazzling blonde good looks 
of the two other students - Dot 
(Sheppard’s inamorata) and Dadie 



Rylands at King's, Cambridge, holding photographs of himself as Lady Macbeth ALen Mac 1 


(blue-eyed both, and Dadie pink- 
^jrtfrita matriihT s mffr^fqri <in,>The 
Provost had enough vitality for us afl. 

It was some time before Dade 
and I met again, both of us firing in 
Bloomsbury fay them. He told me 
once that the pan of his output that 
he was proudest of was putting pro- 
ductions of all Shakespeares plays on 
radio. He nearly always Look a major 
part Mm self, “and cme tiling I always 
insist on," he added, “is that they 
gave full ■value to the poetry and that 
each character understood what 
every word he was saying meant" 

Several years passed before I 
began to meet Dadie again, at Long 
CricheL a house communally owned 
in Dorset by writers, artists and 
painters. Dadie loved walking the 
dogs, and would stride off over the 
low downs followed by two or three. 
Shakespeare was often the theme of 
conversation but of course much 
else was talked about outdoors, in 
de ckchair s on the lawn, or round the 


fire. There was teasing sometimes, 
for Dadie loved to tease and would 
accompany it withapussy-cat smile 
(to use his own phrase). 

I remember a discussion about 
class and culture, when someone 
was boasting (ff always saying “Good 
Morning” to the postman. “Did you 
reaUyV teased Dadie with a wide 
grin. "Did you say ‘How are you 
today?' to the dear fellow. How very 
obliging-" But such quips as these 
were not resented nor did they 
go very deep. All the four hosts 
of Long Crichel loved Dadie and 
appreciated the fun he always set 
going on his visits. 

But the most delightful phase of 
my relations with Datfie b egan when 
he. Eardleyand I decided to try and 
take what we called “our Spring hol- 
iday” every year We kept this up for 
some time, going to such places as 
Holland, Whies, northern Spain, the 
Isle of Skye and Alderney, each for 
about a week. We lived in simple 


rooms, walked a lot, and the < 
two helped me look for wfidftoWeraw .. 
In northern Italy we took to sJgJbfe’fc / • 
seeing and had enormous fim. > f y \ 
Later still Dadie and I flew te,' 
Greece to stay with the Leigfr5br-yr 
mors. The best part of a woude t flff 
stay was the evenings when Dadfeflf/ \ 
read aloud to us. We chose 
poets, he the poems and his vwee,.:OV' 
rose a nd rang in a glnrinas ha rrtflnft^ ' 
Then, alas, came Alness. 

Dadie was dauntless. He came in 
wheelchair; which in turn came aa.^ 
a train and a taxi with his “carer*^ 
who called him alternatdy ‘Ttoctorr yJ 
Rylands” and “Darling”. They 1 came •’ ^ 
to lunch in my London flatand then ;£■; 
travelled back as they had come, ' r.- 

George Humphrey Wolferstan ~- 
Rylands, English scholar and 
theatre director, bom Tockiington, . ■ 
Gloucestershire 23 October 1902; : - 
CBE 1961; CH 1987; died Cam- -. 
bridge 16 January 1999. 



Brian Stonehouse 


Stonehouse beneath one of his paintings 


Solo 


BRIAN STONEHOUSE had an 
unusual set of careers: he was a 
Vogue fashion artist, a wartime 
secret agent and a professional 
painter; he also survived several 
Nazi concentration camps. 

Though bora in the West Country 
he was largely brought up at 
Wimereux, near Boulogne, where his 
parents found it convenient to live, 
and was thus bilingual in French and 
English. When he was 12, the fami- 
ly moved to Stowmarket in Suffolk. 
From Ipswich Art School be was 
lucky enough to secure a job at 
Vogue, drawing strictly life-like 
illustrations, mainly of ladies’ un- 
derwear: In May 1939, seeing that 
another great war was likely, be 
enlisted as a private soldier in a ter- 
ritorial medium battery at Ipswich 
and was posted to a field battery in 
Scotland a few weeks later 

His French came in useful in the 
spring of 1940, translating for the 
Chasseurs Alpins who had survived 
the Narvik expedition and were on 
their way back to France. He spent 
the next winter in the Orkneys and 
was sent in spring 1941 to an officer 
cadet training unit at Alton Towers. 


The Special Operations Executive 
picked him up - Sir John Gielgud's 
brother Lewis interviewed him, and 
found him eminently suitable - and 
he went through SOE’s paramilitary 
training schools in Surrey and in the 
Western Highlands before doing his 
parachute training at Ringway near 
Manchester. He then had three 
months’ intensive tr aining as a wire- 
less operator at Thame Park, near 
Oxford; and parachuted into France 
on the last day of June 1942. 

He landed near Loches with the 
two Newton brothers, circus acro- 
bats who were to jump into a radio 
station in central France and blow 
it up; they parted from him on ar- 
riving. He hung about in the woods 
for several days near his dropping 
zone tin he had rescued Ms wireless/ 
transmitter (W/T) set, which had 
been caught in a tree. He then 
made contact with difficulty with 
Philippe de Vomecourt, one of the 
three Lorrainer barons who were 
the virtual founders of SOE's inde- 
pendent French section in France; 
and was packed off to provide W/T 
services from Lyons. 

From mid-July until late October; 


he was busy transmitting from sev- 
eral sites (some of them rather 
gran* round Lyons for several of 
SOE’s operators. A common fate of 
successful wireless operators was 
his: direction finders detected him 
during a transmission that went on 
too long, and on 24 October he was 
arrested at the Chateau Hurt event 
in the Isere - by the French, not the 
German, police, though some Ger- 
man bystanders were present in 
plain clothes. 

He told the French be was a 
British officer; expecting their sym- 
pathy: instead, they put him in 
prison and when, a few weeks later; 
the Germans occupied Vichy’s nom- 
inally ‘free" zone of France, Stone- 
house was handed over to them. 
They, in turn, put him in Fresnes 
prison (near the present site of Orly 
airport on the south side of Paris), 
and left him in solitary for 10 
months: an experience that would 
unhinge many of us. 

The loneliness was enlivened by 
repeated interrogations, never 
agreeable; they told Mm on Christ- 
mas Five 1942 that he was to be shot 
as a spy. Instead, he was packed off 


to Germany on the same train as Al- 
bert Guerisse, GC, the great escape 
line organiser; and Gufirisse's Aus- 
tralian W/T operator, Tom Groom e; 
his tour of concentration camps 
then began. 

He was in Saarbrucken for a few 
weeks, then at Mauthausen; with a 
few more weeks on forced labour in 
a Luftwaffe factory in a Vienna sub- 
urb, and then back to the infamous 
Mauthausen quarry. He was moved 
across to Natzwefler concentration 
camp in Alsace, and held under 
extra strong guard. He caught sight 
there of four young women - with 
some of whom he had trained -bang 
marched off to be popped in the oven. 

When France fell to the Allies, the 
prisoners in Natzwefler were 
crammed into trains for Dachau; 
here he saw out the war; being lib- 
erated by the US Army's Rainbow 
Division on 29 April 1945. 

He was a witness at several war 
crimes trials, including the main 
Dachau trial before he was demo- 
bilised in mid- 1946. Vbgue then gave 
him back his job and from October 
1946 to the spring of 1979 he worked 
in Washington and New York, main- 


ly for Vbgue, but also for Harper'S : * 
Bazaar, Elizabeth Arden and others.-' 
His task was to draw models wear- ^ 
mg the latest designs. He enjoyed it . 
mid enjoyed the girls' company tot . 
it gradually became dear to him toa^ ■ 
the task could be better carried o«ti 
by photographers than by artists. 

He returned to England to paint ; / 
more seriously portraits, land- : •. 
scapes, still fifes. He had a flat in : V 
London and a small place in Suffolk 7 / 
and became well-known to a dis- - - 
criminating field. His portrait of the ; { 
Queen Mother dominates the bar . 
the Special Fbrees Club of which hef ; 
was a pi" 


■ — ’ “ « ouu lie UdUJUSL nruwi ra 

a second portrait of her winch wa 
unveiled last month at the. Kfoj 
Edward VII Hospital as a fbahk 
offering for their care of herhip- O) 
Remembrance Sunday, it was. hi 
who laid the Special Fbrces CM 
wreath at the SOE memoriali 
Westminster Abbey Cloisters. - ; 

M.R.p.Fbd 

Brian Julian Warry-Stonehouse. 
soldter and artist bom Tbrgifogl 
29 August 1918; MBE1945, 
dxed London circa 2 December 1998 


Suzanne Hywel 


AS A dancer Suzanne Hywel had a 
blazing dramatic presence that 
contradicted her cool blondeness. 
As a choreographer; her ddbut in 
1968 with Western Theatre Ballet 
showed a promise that was con- 
firmed by subsequent works, 
though her career then slipped a 
few notches downwards for the set- 
tled but less exposed pursuit of 
choreographing for opera. 

In her dancing and eariy chore- 
ography Hywel was at the centre of 
two pioneering groups - Western 
Theatre Ballet and Northern Dance 
Theatre - which made a speciality 
of touring contemporary quality bal- 
lets and were to evolve into the big- 
ger mainstream Scottish Ballet and 
Northern Ballet Theatre. 

She joined Western Theatre Bal- 


let in 1962, straight from the Royal 
Ballet SchooL The company's di- 
rector Pfeter DarreD gave her one of 
her first roles, as a Mod in his Bea- 
tles ballet Mods and Rockers (1963). 
His assistant Laveme Meyer gave 
her a bigger challenge by casting her 
as the daughter in his new ballet 
Reconciliations (1963): she pro- 
ceed a vivklly frayed 
portrayal of this fraught young girl 
In Houseparty (1964), Darrell’s 
experimental television “play for 
dancers”, she was wonderfefiy real 
as the innocent pretty house guest 
lured Into the nursery and raped, In 
his A Wedding Present she excelled 
in the emotionally feezed role of the 
Bride, who enters marriage with shy 
nervousness, and expands into 
confident happiness with her hus- 


band until she discovers his former 
homosexuaityi and disintegrates 
into a blowsy, vulgar and desperate 
assertiveness. 

She also danced ballets by Maurice 
B^jart (Senate 0 trois), Walter Gore 
(Light Fantastic) and John Cranks 
(Beauty and the Beast) . When Jack 
Carter made Cage of God (1967), he 
gave her a powerful solo of grief. 

Her first choreography was Suite 
Jbr Five Dancers, to a score by Jean 
Franqaix. Where Peter DarreD and 
Laveme Meyer tended to make con- 
centrated dramas, she preferred a 
fighter; more dance-focused touch, 
with hints of flirtation and rivalry but 
nothing definite enough to qualify as 
a plot John Fereival wrote: “It is a 
beginner’s work and a modest one at 
that Yet it has charm, ease and Sow, 


it makes good use of its music and 
its dancers, and it is entertaining.” 

When Western Theatre Ballet 
moved to Glasgow to become Scot- 
land’s national company, Hywel 
joined Laveme Meyer who had de- 
cided to add to the regional trend in 
dance with his own company based 
in Manchester. This was Northern 
Dance Theatre and for its opening 
season Hywel was a stealthy cat in 
Frank Staff’s Peter and 
the heroine in Andree Howard’s 
Death and the Maiden. 

She herself created Summer 
Music (1969), to a score by Samuel 
Barbei; and The Clear Light (1970), 
to music by Messaien, which Perci- 
val said “bears the mark of an in- 
telligent and o riginal create:" It also 
showed off the remarkable expres- 


siveness of the dancer John Fletch- 
er who played the part of a man 
searching for an ideal Yet Hywel’s 
approach was almost abstract, with 
a consistent progression of move- 
ment running through the piece to 
give it a firm backbone. 

She went on to choreograph 
TTn^eguarterPrt^pmtrayingan 
artist and bis models, and in 1973 
The Teachings cf Don Juan, a mon- 
umentally ambitious piece derived 
from Carlos Castaneda's cult book 
of toe same name, about toe hallu- 
cinogenic drugs used by Yaqui I 
ndians. John McCabe wrote a 
commissioned score, and, although 
Hywel’s conception was less than 
successful she still managed to 
produce vivid movement images. 

She decided to follow a boyfriend 


to London in 1973, although she later 
married someone else - John Pow- 
ell, a jazz musician. In London she 
foirnd work dancing in musicals 
and operas and choreographing for, 
among others. Opera North, IXOvlv 
Carte, and Scottish Opera. 

In 1986 she was assistant chore- 
ographer to Anthony van Laast for 
Jonathan Miller’s ENO staging 
The Mikado , in which shelEoan- 
peared as a dancer and from there 
began a close relationsMp with the 
company in which she oversaw toe 
choreography for seven or more re- 
vivals at the Coliseum. Suzanne 
Hywel also often collaborated with 
Anthony van Laast in musicals, 
opera, television and Royal Shake- 
speare Company productions. Her 
last job was choreographing the 



‘Charm, ease and flow* 


[fences for Scottish Open 
Queen cf Spades last June. 

Nadine Mi 

Simmrm Hywel, dancer ant 
bom Tunbridge 
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Karl Denver 




TO MANY people, Kari Denver was a 
novelty performer, known for his 
octave-spanning acrobatics on the 1962 
hit “Wimoweh”. 

Buthe was also a versatile singer and 
■ acoustic guitarist and he chose good 
songs irrespective of their sources - 
tum-of-the-centuiy ballads, music-hall 
favourites and contemporary pop songs 
as well as folk, country and rock’n’roll 
material With the exception of Lonnie 
Donegan, no other artist in the early 
1960s worked from such a broad base. 
And, like Donegan, Denver had such a 
distinctive voice that whatever he sang 
automatically became his own. For a 
7 start, how many other pop singers of the 
day could yodel? 

He was born Angus Murdo Mcken- 
zie, in Glasgow, in 1932. He left school 
at 14 and embarked on a decade of wan- 
derlust and adventure. First he joined 
the Scandinavian Mercantile Marine as 
a deckhand And was soon travelling the 
world He practised the guitar and 
entertained his shipmates. Next he 
went into the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders and was wounded during 
the Korean War. Then he returned to the 
sea. He was such a tough, hard-living 
character that the Rhodesians gave him 
the nickname “Boaty Maseteno”, mean- 
ing ‘'brother of Satan". 

StiH only 21, he jumped ship in Amer- 
ica and played in dubs in Tennessee and 
Denver. He befriended the counfry 
singers Faron Young and Lefty Frizzell 
and became the first British performer 
to play on the Grand Ole Opry radio 
show. In 1956, he was offered a man . 

. agement and recording contract, but, as 
l* he said, “I was asked to sign up, but I 
had to do the bump as I shouldn’t have 
been there in the first place," 

He returned to the UK and settled 
in B lackb urn. Lancashire, where be 
renamed himself Karl Denver. He said, 
"I had a son called Karl who was killed 
and 1 thought I would keep his name. 
For a time I lived in Fort Collins in Col- 
orado and I thought Denver was a 
good place, so I became Karl Denver." 

Soon he was established around the 
Lancashire dubs and pubs, notably 
the Yew TYee in Manchester; and the 
television producer Jack Good offered 
him work on a new ITV series. Wham! 
Good also produced Denver’s records 
' for Decro; with two excellent musicians, 
’tAe guitarist Kevin Neill from the 
Joe Loss Orchestra and the bassist 
Jerry Cottrell, the Kari Denver Trio 
was formed. 

The highlight of Denver's act was a 
fiery version of a Zulu chant, 
“Wimoweh", which he claimed to have 
learnt in Africa. However, it had been 
recorded in 1952 by the Weavers fea- 
turing Pete Seeger and Denver’s version 
is clearly based on this. Deaca record- 
ed “Whnoweh" at the end of Denver’s 
first session but decided that it was too 
bizarre to release as his first single. 

Instead they selected “March eta”, a 
revival of a 1912 ballad. Denver didn’t 
mind. “The lyrics were beautiful, but it 
was my rangethat grabbed the people. 

It was a hell of a range that I did it in." 
The press release from June 1961 says. 


“A pint-sized Scot with a king-steed 
yodel and a siren voice that packs the 
power of a hurricane blows onto the disc 
world this week." Denver, conscious of 
his size, was one of the first performers 
to wear Cuban heels. 

“Marcheta" made No 8 on the charts, 
as did his second single, a revival of an 
old-time country song. “Mexicali Rose". 
Around this time, quite independently, 
an American doo-wop group called the 
Ibkens had alighted on “WimowelT and 
added some lyrics, calling it “The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight”. It made the US charts 
and started to gain popularity in Britain. 
Denver’s fans in Manchester organised 
a petition for Decca to release 
“WSmoweh” as a single. Although "The 
Lion Sleeps Ibnight" was already in the 
charts. Denver’s version was so elec- 
trifying that it stormed past the Tokens 
to reach No 4 in March 1962. 

Denver's first album, also called 
Wtmoweh, reached the Top Ten. The 
songs on his LPs display the wide 
ranges of his voice and repertoire. 
There was the knockabout "My Canary 
Has Circles Under His Eyes'”, a mys- 
terious version of “She Moved Thro’ the 
Fair", the standard “Moonlight Be- 
comes You” and an invigorating treat- 
ment of the Irish folk song "Three 
Lovely Lasses From Bannion". 

Denver; an experienced man in his 
late twenties, found himself touring on 
package shows with the teen idols of the 
day. He would supplement his income 
by playing roulette with the adolescent 
stars. He admitted later. “They thought 
I was a boozer and a ne’er-do- weD. I was 
always in the pub across the road when 
the bus was about to go." Once, when 
the musicians could not afford a meal, 
he went into-a field and brought them 
back some turnips. 

Another musician, Clinton Fbrd, re- 
calls, "He could be a pest at times, but 
I really liked the guy. We were playing 
together at the Yew Thee pub in Man- 
chester and there was a girl magician 
on the bilL She produced a chihuahua 
out of a doll’s house, and Karl was al- 
ways annoying the dog, trying to disrupt 
the act I was so pleased when the dog 
bit his finger that I went ancfbought the 
dog a drink." 

In 1962, Denver hoped to represent 
the UK in the Eurovision Song Contest 



Denver in 1962, the year he had a hit with 'Wimoweh’ 


Redfems 


tiie Beatles. Sadly, he found hit records 
hard to come by once the Mersey Beat 
boom had started. However; the Beat- 
les viewed him kindly and had him as 
their special guest on the US television 
show Shindig. 

In 1963 Denver and Ken Dodd both 
covered the same US country song Bill 
Anderson's "Still" . Denver recalled, "I 
was at Manchester Airport flying out. 
and Ken Dodd was in front of me. 1 
went up behind him and started sing- 
ing ‘Still’ in a silly voice. He said, “Bloody 
hell, it’s you. You’ve not done it very well 
have you?’” 


‘ They thought I was a boozer and a ne'er-do- 
well. I was always in the pub across the road 9 


but he felt a little intimidated - “Every- 
body else bad big orchestras and I 
was just a wee Glaswegian standing in 
the middle of a big stage." Although 
Ronnie Carroll won the UK nomination 
with the Ludicrous “Ring A Ding Girl", 
Denver had a Tap Ten bit with “Never 
Goodbye”,' a fine ballad by the .veteran 
composer Jimmy Kennedy. . 

Denver can be seen in the pop film 
Just For Fun (1963) and he hosted the 
BBC Light Programme’s series. Side By 
Side, working in three programmes with 


In 1964 Denver returned to his roots 
for a live album, Kari Denuer at the Yeia 
Tree, which many see as his best work 
It was recorded during the day while he 
was in pantomime at night at the Palace 
Theatre, Manchester 

He saw no reason to pay his tax 
demands and was declared bankrupt in 
1966 and then again in 1973. The courts 
took a dim view of his third bankrupt- 
cy. In 1978, and he was told, “You must 
be shown that court orders have teeth. 
Otherwise, you will cock a snook at 


authority ad infinitum A few years 
later he told me, “I’ve had three wives. 
God bless 'em and keep 'em, because I 
certainly can’t" 

Retaining Kevin NeiQ m his Trio, Den- 
ver returned to performing in cabaret 
and in the backrooms of pubs. He played 
summer seasons and had some success 
in Jersey. In 1982.Tight Fit topped the 
charts with a revival of “The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight" but Denver failed to 
grasp this opportunity to re-establish his 
career. In 1989 he was teamed with one 
of Manchester's leading groups, Happy 
Mondays, for “Lazyitis", a curious 
record which rewrote the Beatles' “Tick- 
et To Ride", and although the single 
made the Top Fifty, Denver contracted 
pneumonia whilst filming the video. 

In 1993 he released what was to be . 
his final album. Just Loving You, aimed 
at the country music market. He missed i 
almost as many notes as he hit and 
although he burnt up musical energy on 
stage, he was a frail man whose condi- 
tion was made no better through heavy 
drinking. The final song he recorded 
was Burt Bacharach’s “The Story of 
My Life". 

Spencer Leigh 

Angus Murdo Mckenaie (Kari Denver), 
singer, bom Glasgow 16 December 
1932; three times married ( two sons, 
and one son deceased); died Man- 
chester 21 December 1998. 
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Births, 
MARRIAGES 
& Deaths 


Deaths 

COOPER: Joan Davies CB, died 
on 15 January in Brighton Gen- 
eral HospftaL fbrmerfr Chil- 
dren's Officer; East Sussex; 
Chief Inspector; Children’s 
Department, Home Office; 
Director, Social Wort Service, 
DHSS. Honorary Research Fal- 
low, University of Sussex, since 


j rj 1979. Much loved by her I 
* and friends and respect* 


her colleagues. Private family . 
cremation at her request Dona- 
tions if desired to: National Chil- 
dren's Bureau, & Wakley St 
London EC1V 7QE, Memorial 
meetmg to be announced. 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Princess Royal, Patron, 
Royal College of Paediatrics 
and Child Health, attends an 
International Task Force 
Symposium at Hallam Street. 
London Wl; and attends the 
Rare. Breeds Survival TYusfs 
Horseshoe Appeal Banquet 
at Saddlers’ Hail, London 
EC2. Princess Margaret, 
President, Friends of 
the Elderly, visits the Old 
Vicarage,' the society’s 
newly rebuilt home in 
Moujsford, Oxfordshire. 


Changing of the guard 

* 'rhe Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment' mounts . 
the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, ilam. 


Birthdays • . 

Dr Edwin (Buzz) Akhiu, 
astronaut, 69; Mr Tom 
Baker, actor; 63; Sir John 
Chadwick, High Court judge, 
58; Air Marshal Sir David 
Cousins’. Air Member for 
Personnel 58; Mr Derek 
Dougan, football-player and 
writer; 61; The Vfery Rev 
David Edwards, Provost 
Emeritus of Southwark 
Cathedral, 70; Lord Ewing 
of Kirkford, former MR 68; 
Sir David Fell, Chairman, 
Northern Bank, 56; The Hon 
Sir Henry Fisher, former 
President, Wolfson College, 
Oxford, 81; Miss Liza 
Goddard, actress, 49; Lord 
Hanson, industrialist, 77; 
Miss Barbara Hay, ambas- 
sador to Uzbekistan, 45; 
Mqjor Dick Hern, former 
, racehorse framer; 78; Mr 
Frank Johnson, editor; The 
Spectator, 56; Commandant 
Vonla McBride, former 
director WRNS, 78; Mr 
Christopher Martin- 
Jenkins, radio sports com- 
mentator, 54; Miss Patricia 
Neal, actress. 73; Dr Jessica 
Rawson, Warden, Merton_ 
College, Oxford, 56; Mr 
Natan Shcbaransky, Soviet 
dissident, 51; Mr. Eric 
Stewart, rock guitarist, 54; 

Mr Curtis Strange, golfer; 

44; Professor Nalin 
Chandra Wickramasinghe, 
astronomer; 60; Mr Nigel 
Williams, novelist, 51; Mr . 
John Withe row, editor; the ' 
Sunday Times, 47. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Francesca Bartolom- 
meo Conti, lutenist and com- 
poser, 1681; Jean-Jacques 


Barth eiemy, abbd and 
scholar 1716; Theobald Wolfe ' 
Tone, Irish nationalist 1763; 
AndrO-Marie Ampfrre, 
physicist, 1775; John Tiplady 
Carrodus, violinist and 
composer, 1836; Ernest ' 
Chausson, composes 1855; 
Richard Le GaUienne, writer, 
1866; Johannes Jensen, poet 
and novelist 1873; Hudie 
Ledbetter (“LeadbeUy"), 
blues artist 1889; Whiter 
Piston, composer, 1894; 
George Burns (Nathan Birn- 
baumj, comedian, writer and 
producer; 1896; Colin Clive 
(Clive’Greig), acton 1898; 

Joy Fried erike 'Victoria 
(Gessner) Adamson, com- 
panion of wild animals, and 
writer; 1910; Federico Fellini, 
film director; 1920. 

Deaths: Rudolf H, Holy 
Roman Emperor, 1612; 

■ Charles Montagu, first Duke 
of Manchester; 1722; Charles 
VH (Charles of Bavaria), 

Holy Roman Emperor; 1745; 
David Garrick, acton 1779; 
John Howard, prison 
reformer; 1790; Sir John . 
Soane, architect 1837; Jean- 
Francois Millet painter; 1875; 
William Mffler, line-engraver, 
1882; Richard Doddridge 
Blackmore, novelist 1900; 
John Buskin, social reformer; 
art critic and writer, 1900; 
Charles Montagu Doughty, 
poet and traveller; 1926; Sing 
George V, 1936; John Robin- 
son Jeffers, poet 1962; 

. Edmund Charles Bhmden, • 
poet and critic, 1974; Derick 
Heafhcoat Amoiy, first - 
Viscount Amory, statesman, . 
1981; (Pieter John) Johnny 
Weissmuller; actor and 
swimmer 1984; Sir Robert . 
Brown Fraser first Director- 
General of FEA, 1985; Audrey 


Hepburn (Edda van' Heem- • 
stra Hepburn-Ruston), 
actress, 1993; Sir Matt 
(Matthew) Busby, football 
manager and president 1994. 

On this day: Simon de Morit- 
forfs parliament met in 
Westminster. Hall, the first at 
which burgesses and 
'knights attended, as well as 
the clergy and magnates, 
1265; the trial of King 
Charles I began, 1649; the 
First Fleet sent to Botany 
Bay arrived in New South 
Wfeles, 1788; London Docks 
were first opened, 1805; Chile 
defeated Peru and Bolivia at 
the Battle of Ybngay, 1839; 
Hong Kong was ceded to 
Britain by China, 1841; the 
Mersey Railway Tunnel was 
opened by the Prince of 
Wales, 1886; the first game of 
basketball was played at 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 
1892; during a naval battle at 
the entrance to the Dard- 
anelles, the German ship 
Breslau was sunk and the 
Goeben badly damaged, 1918; 
Britain and China signed the 
TYeaty of Peking, 1925; the- 
RAF dropped 2,300 tons of 
bombs on Berlin, 1944; Sir 
Vivian Fbchs, leading the 
Commonwealth Tr ans - 
Antarctic Expedition, arrived 
at the South Pole, 1958; John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy was ■ ' 
inaugurated as the 35th US 
president, 1961; four crew 
members, of the RAF Red 
Arrow display were killed in 
a midair collision, 1971; 
George Bush was sworn in 
as 41st US president 1969; 

Bill Clinton was sworn in as - 
42nd US president 1993. 

Today is the Ffeast bay of St 
Euthymius the Great St 


Fhbian, pope, St Ftechin and 
St Sebastian. 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Patricia Baker. “An 
Ikat Robe of 19th-century 
Central Asia”, 2pm. 

British Museum: Susan 
Youngs, “Medieval Irish 
Saints and Sinners", 

11.30am; Lorna Goldsmith, 
“‘Leaden Hearts’", 12.30pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Simon Crocket; “The 
John Kobal Photographic 
Award 98 Series (ii>: John 
Kobal and the Hollywood 
Connection", 1.10pm. 


DINNERS 

Tobacco Pipe Makers’ and 
Blenders’ Company 
Mr Simon Oriik, Master of 
the Company of Tobacco 
Pipe Makers and Blenders, 
presided at a dinner held 
yesterday evening at 
Painters’ Hall, London EC2. 
Mr Alastair Ross Coobey 
was the principal guest Mr 
John Alexander Assistant 
also spoke. Mr Tommy Cook- 
son, Headmaster, Sevenoaks 
School Mr Edward 
Blanchard-Wrigglesworth, 
Company scholar and Mr 
David Jones, Superintendent 
of the Corporation Parks 
and Gardens, were among 
the guests. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Judge Harold Wilson and 
Judge Alan Wilkie QC, to be 
Judges of the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal. 
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Literary Notes 

ANDREW HURLEY 

Blown away by 
the Borges style 


THIS YEAR marks the cen- 
tenary of the birth of the 
Argentine writer Jorge Luis 
Borges, whose stories 
changed forever the way 
writers and readers would 
look at fiction. For most 
readers, it was Borges’ 
images - the labyrinths, 
libraries, knives, blindness, 
tigers, roses, rivers, maps, 
mathematics - that were 
most striking and original 
but for Spanish-language 
writers, it was Borges’ 
prose, the writing itself, that 
blew them away: Spanish 
had quite simply never been 
written tike this before. 

Borges worked hard at his 
style - by the time he pub- 
lished his first story be was 
in his late thirties - and in his 
prefaces and introductions he 
is forever talking about purg- 
ing it of a youthful baroque, 
trying always for directness. 
If a translator is to convey 
some of the awe, the shock of 
the new, that readers in 
Buenos Aires felt when they 
first read Borges' fictions, 
then something of the style of 
that astounding writing 
needs to be captured 

What Borges finally 
achieved is a style charac- 
terised by a determined 
economy of resources in 
which every word is weight- 
ed, every word tells. In this 
unemphatic style, effects are 
often achieved with a single 
exploding word or phrase, 
dropped almost as though 
off-handedly into a quiet 
sentence: "He examined his 
wounds and saw, without 


astonishment that they had 
healed." This laconic detail 
"without astonishment", 
coming at the veiy beginning 
of “The Circular Ruins”, will 
probably only at foe end erf the 
story be retailed by the read- 
er. who will retrospectively, 
see that it changes every- 
thing in the story; it is 
quintessential Borges. 

Another clear mark of 
Borges’ prose is its employ- 
ment of words - usually 
adjectives, but sometimes 
nouns - with, or for; their 
etymological value. One of the 

most famous opening lines in 
Spanish literature is: “ Nadie 
lo via desembarcar en la 
unim'me noche r : "No one 
saw him slip from the boat in 
the unanimous night" What , 
an odd adjective, “unani- 
mous” - “the one-souled 
night” It is so odd, in fact, that 
other English translations 
have not allowed it But it is 
just as odd in Spanish, and is 
a manifestation of Borges' 
explicit intention to let the 
Latin or Greek root govern 
the modern word’s usage. 

Borges' writing has often 
been rolled intellectual and 
indeed it is dense with allu- 
sion. But it is also simple: the' 
sentences are almost invari- 
ably classical in their sym- 
metry. in their balance. 
Borges likes parallelism, sub- 
tie rqjetitions-with-variatinns; 
his only indulgence in "shock- 
ing" the reader fan g ffoet he 
repudiated) may be the “Mil- 
tonian displacement of ad- 
jectives” ("the readers at then- 
studious lamps'*) that he al- 


ludes to in bis preface to “The 
Maker”. He uses a great 
many semi-colons: in subtly 
suppressing the ands, touts, 
thens of the connection be- 
tween two clauses, Borges 
achieves mystery One knows 
these two statements are 
related, but the relationship is 
not overt or explicit; the read- 
er finds, instead, the shimmer 
of indeterminacy 

Recognising these aspects 
of Borges’ hard-won style, I 
have tried, of course, to re- 
produce it in my English 
translations, even though it 
would only seem "classical” 
and even a bit “old-Jasbianed" 
to the English-language 
reader. In every way I could 
- the choice of words, the 
shape of the sentences, the 
displacement of those adjec- 
tives, the punctuation - I 
have* tried to respect the 
elements of his style. 

Borges’ prose was his- 
toric; Mario Vargas Llosa 
tells us that Spanish was 
suddenly "purified," “intel- 
lectualised" by it For the 
translatorwho is aware of the 
historical importance of 
Borges' texts, the watershed 
they represent in Spanish- 
language letters, it is that 
prose teat one must at least 
attempt to capture. An ap- 
preciation not only of Borges’ 
images and themes, hiitpf his 

astonishing achievement in 
prose, depends on it 

Andrew Hurley is the trans- 
lator of ‘Jorge Luis Borges. 
Collected Fictions * (Allen 
Lane, 21 January, £20) 


County court had to 
make possession order 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 01 71-293 201 2 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


WHERE A local council 
commenced possession pro- 
ceedings in the county court 
under section 127 of the 
Housing Act 1996 in respect 
of a dwelling house subject 
to an intoductory tenancy, 
once the court had ascer- 
tained that the requirements 
regarding the notice of pro- 
ceedings in section 128 of 
ihe Act had been satisfied, it 
was positively required to 
make a possession order. 

The Court of Appeal allowed 
the appeal of the council 
against the decision that the 
county court had jurisdiction 
to entertain a defence in pos- 
session proceedings brought 
under section 127 of the 
Housing Act 1996. 

On 15 April 1997 the council 
granted a joint weekly tenancy 
to tiie defendants, which was 
expressed to be an introduc- 
tory tenancy within the terms ■ 
of tile Housing Act 1996. 

Section 127 of the Act 
provided: 

Uj Hie landlord may only bring an 
introductory tenancy to an end by 
obtaining an order of the court for 
possession of the dwelling house. 
(21 The court shall make such an 
order unless the provisions of 
section 129 apply. 

Section 128 provided for ser- 
vice of a notice of proceedings. 
Section 129 provided for a re- 
viewby the landlord, on request 
of its decision to seek a pos- 
session order under section 127. 

Possession proceedings 
against the defendants were 
commenced on 9 April 1998 
for breaches of the tenancy 
agreement; the council having 
already conducted a review 
under section 129. The council 
objected to the jurisdiction of 
the county court to hear the 


PROBABLY THE best book 
ever is Bichard Cook and 
Brian Morton’s The Pen- 
guin Guide to Jazz on CD. 
In eight years and four 
editions, it has gr o wn to 
1750 pages: 

Born in Kew and 
Dunoon, Cook and Morton 
do not affect hip jive, but 
their prose is nberated by 
such phrases as Bill 


WEDNESDAY 

Law Report 

20 January 1999 

Manchester City 

Council v Cochrane 
and another 

Court of Appeal 

(Lord Justice Auld, 
Lord Justice Judge and 
Sir John Knox) 

21 December 1998 

defence the defendants wished 
to advance. 

The district judge, taking 
the view that the county court 
dd have jurisdiction to bear and 
determine the proposed de- 
fences, gave directions foe inter 
alia, the filing of the defence. 
The council’s appeal was dis- 
missed by the judge, and it ap- 
pealed to the Court of Appeal. 

Andrew Arden QC and Jonathan 
Manning (Manchester City 
Attorney) for the council Peter 
E. Buckley (Clifford Chapman 
& Co, Manchester) for the 
defendants. 

Sir John Knox said that the 
private law right of the tenant 
under an introductory tenan- 
cy was no more than a right to 
possession until an order for 
possession in favour of the 
landlord was made by the 
court; and such an order had 
to be .made once the require- 
ments of section 128 regarding 
the notice of proceedings had 
been complied with. 

By enacting section 127(2) in 
mandatory terms, Parliament 
had dearly imposed a statuto- 
ry limitation on the right of an 


introductory tenant to retain 
possession. There was a re- 
markable constriction of the 
court's powers in that under 
section 128(1;, the court was 
prohibited from even enter- 
taining possession proceed- 
ings unless the various 
requirements regarding the 
notice of proceedings contained 
in section 128 were satisfied, 
whilst if those requirements 
were satisfied, the court was 
positively required to make a 
possession older under section 
127(2) The function of the court 
was reduced to that of ascer- 
taining that it had jurisdiction 
to entertain the proceedings. 

It was accepted by the coun- 
cil that its duty to compfy with 
section 12912) was subject to ju- 
dicial review. It was equally 
clear that that duty was a pub- 
lic law duty and that the cor- 
relative right in the tenants to 
have it lawfully performed had 
to be a public law right. 

The county court had at 
least to have jurisdiction to 
grant an adjournment if satis- 
fied that there was a real 
chance of leave to apply for 
judicial review being granted. 
It was, however, one thing to 
grant an adjournment to permit 
the exercise of relevant rights 
in another jurisdiction, and 
quite another thing for the 
court itself to embark upon an 
investigation of the very issues 
which that other jurisdiction 
would have ppwer to rale upon. 

It would be a clear contra- 
vention of section 127(2) for the 
county court to entertain a 
defence based on a denial of al- 
legations of breaches of a ten- 
ancy agreement relied upon in 
a notice under section 128. 

Kate O’Hanlon 

Barrister 
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viviparous, adj. 

La swell's reworking of 
Miles Davis being a cause 
"to fear the heresies of 
the epigoni, and yet in the 
event this is a classic 


Miles Davis album”; also, 
in generative mode, "the 
Modern Jazz Quartet was 
bora vivtparously out of 
the post-war Dizzy Gillespie 
band” 

Coined by Sir Thomas 
Browne, from the Latin for 
something brought forth 
alive, viviparous is entirely 
zoological in the OED - no 
hint of vibes. 
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ask the questions 

(Such as: Tara Palmer-Tomkinson, do you 
know the price of a pint of milk?) 



I ara Palmer-Tomkinson. 

is best known for 
being an It Girl - one of 
a group of women 
famous for their 
wealthy backgrounds 
M'd knack for publicity. Her parents, 
i-aUi and Charles Palmer-Tomkin- 
: an. are good friends of Prince 
Lhnrles. She grew up on a l^OQ-acre 
:_vrn near Basingstoke and was 
treated at Sherborne scfaooL After 
. x ;: ping out of stage school and tzy- 
' -r a job in the City she came to the 
. : ::: lion of the press when she was 
' i oLographed with Princes William 
.vJ Harr}' Work as a model and on 
Y fallowed. She has a column in the 
•::day Times Style magazine. 

'lilt's the most important thing 
learnt in the last year? 

Iveea Fielding, Solihull 
make my own judgements about 
vr-fa - they’re never what they 
People who seem horrible 
v : iice and vice versa I know now 
I've got to be tougher and not 
• : ?::en in by people in my in- 
'.■■iry - the kind of people 
'.. i never say "thank you", 
r offer to pay the bift and 
me drugs at parties - 
: find out they’re from 
: v -papers. I've got to be 
nan's. 

would you most like 
• doing in five years’ 

' ioaFairloth. Manchester 
' !i’:o to be married with 
’ siring in the country and 
. . :in ■> up to London regular- 
•.■ppci.se I'd like to be living 
■r" parents. 

: : n was the last time you lost 

■: ‘. mper.’ 

Fer.kman. Hove 
. . r, t fast it for years. I am 
Me: when I lose my tem 
■ '■ - A\y lose it These days Fm 
• killing with kindness: being 
; ’•■.co and making people feel 


•-■iin* yourself, in two 


V:r~. \VS 

•. person I’ve always been: 

■ i r.oxt dour and my father's 
V/.T. I'm also a ■‘celebrity*' 
iv'.-e in this strange, super- 
-.•uritL Basically, I don't look 
y-eif in the same way 
pouple do. 


: ml was the last film you 
v;. and book you read? 

. '.V Foley , Edinburgh 
’•? fast film I saw was 
'■inf Expectations on 
: ?o, over the weekend. 

••• book is The Little 
•face - my father used 
reed it to me as a 
•Md and I'm always 
reading it. 



Isn’t there more to life than 
clothes and parli es? 

Fima Liner, SW2 
Yes, there is. In foot, when Fm at 
home, I wear jeans and go barefoot 
As for parties. I’ve been to so many. 
I'm tired of them. I like being on my 
own a lot more. I love doing things 
like cleaning my own car and tidy- 
ing my house. I don't want to be 
typecast as a party girL 

If yon went to college, what would 
yoa most like to take a degree in? 
Candice Marlborough, Essex 
Psychology. I've become quite spirit- 
ual in the last yean which has made 
me more interested in psychology. 

Do you get lots of freebies for men- 
tioning certain products in your 
Sunday Times column? 

Michelle Grove, Leicester 
Yes, I do. If I say I’ve got flu, Lem- 
sip will send me a whole batch of 
shift; De Beers gave me a solitaire 
diam ond; Virgin and British Airways 
have given me first-class tickets. 
But I cant advertise in my column. 

Do you think Tony Blair is 
doing a good job? 

Ben Todd. Birmingham 
Yes. I think he may well get 
Oscar one day. I know lit- 
tle about politics but 1 do 
like Tony's chari sma and 
enthusiasm, although I 
don't really agree with 
his policies. 

I’ve read that 
you’re tired of get- 
ting dumped by 
men. Why? Do 
* you pick the 

wrong ones? 
Jennifer Eden, 
Harpenden 
' Tm not always 
getting dumped by 

* r _ men, but saying it 

* r appeals to a wider 

t market if I'm 

- writing a coi- 
f umn for single 
women. A single mother in Brixton. 
say, will think. “Thank God. she got 
dumped as well". I haven’t had 
many boyfriends, and the one I’m 
with now is the right choice. I don’t 
want a boyfriend who's from my 
world, who’s rich and flashy. I want 
a real brick, with a sense of humour 
- someone like my father in fact 

Can you tell me what exactly an 
It Girl Is? 

Andy Spinner. Hemel Hempstead 
It's the sort of girl who goes to all 
the right parties: polo. Ascot and 
Wimbledon. I hate the It label but Tm 
associated with all that and I can't 
get rid of it There’s a time and a 
place for everything and I want to 
move on. The problem is. I've moved 
on, it’s just that others haven’t. 

Where’s the best place you've 
ever stayed? 


Ursula Ambroke, Maidstone 
Le Toosse Roche in Mauritius. It’s 
an exclusive, very romantic hoteL 

Do you know bow much a pint of 
milk costs? 

Helena Shortlands. Crouch. End, 

norOiLondcm 

I don’t, actually. A pound? 

Who did you vote for in the last 
election? 

Mark Collins. Leeds 
Conservative. Tm not sure who for 
- 1 went back to Hampshire to vote. 
I just put the tick in the box. 

What bores you most about your 
lifestyle? 

Linda free. Worcester 
Freelance paparazzi - they're con- 
stantly outside my doon I ignore 
them but I find them frigh tening Ifs 
not particularly nice when some- 
one's waiting for you to screw up. 

Canyon cook? 

Nikki Husband, Milton Keynes 
1 can cook pasta and toast 

What’s your greatest insecurity? 
Justine Fmstock. Penarth 
My weight - 1 worry Fm too thin. Tm 
always being told I Ioakanoreac. but 
I eat for Britain. I just find it hard 
to put on weight 

What’s the most money you’ve 
spent on one shopping spree? 
Gael Riversdown. Pembroke 
£1.500 on a leopard-print dress by 
Givenchy. I don't really go on sprees: 
I usually bin- one thing, thee feel 
guilty- and come home again. 

What career would you pursue if 
you weren't an It Girl? 

Ali McDonald. MSe End 
When I was little I always wanted to 
own a sweet shop. Now I think I'd 
like to own a clothes shop. 

Where you surprised when Sophie 
and Edward announced their 
engagement? 

Karen Pike. Stoddcr.-on-Tees 
I'm delighted by the news - we all 
thought it was kind of inevitable. 


Next Week 

Y-I.LOV.TD SY .‘.Y-YjAfTT ; 



Send any questions for Peter 
TatchelL gay rights activist and 
Margaret Cook, ex-wife of 
Foreign Secretary. Robin Cook, 
to: You Ask the Questions. 
Features, The Independent I 
Canada Square, London EI4 
5DL (fax 0171-293 2182. or e-mail 
yourquestionsig independent^), 
uk) by noon on Friday 
22 January 



All dressed up - but nothing to show for it? Jerry Hall on her 

- " ■* Rgx 


wedding day in Bali 


Reader, I never 
married her t. 

Marry in Bali if you must. Just don't 
forget the paperwork. By Emma Cook 


FOR JERRY it must be the icing on 
the non-existent wedding cake. To 
put up with so much ritual humili- 
ation as a long-suffering wife is one 
thing, but as a duped cohabitee it 
is quite another: So much for the 
Hindu ceremony in Bali that should 
have meant so much. Legally; it may 
be as binding as a piece of string. 

More than anything, she must 
regret that so many mundantties 
were overlooked; the vital details 
that make such a service valid. 
There are reports that the priest at 
the ceremony did not receive the 
correct legal documents, and that 
a leser of authority had not been ob- 
tained from the British consul. 

Fatal of course. Vanessa Lloyd 
Platt senior partner far divorce spe- 
cialists Lloyd Plait & Co, says: “All 
they had to produce was a piece of 
paper from the embassy saying 
they weren't married to anyone 
else - but they didn't Cynics would 
say that Mick knew. Or perhaps they 
were both carried away with the 
passion of marrying in an exotic 
place, and forgot." 

So before you throw that sarong 
in a suitcase, it's imperative to 
know just when a marriage means 
marriage. And when it doesn't Sim- 
ply. a foreign wedding is kosher if 
you abide by that country’s rules. 
Lloyd Platt says: “People have a 
misconception about marrying in 
faraway places. It is valid as long as 
it is recognised by the country in 
which you married. You have to go 
through the A to Z of their criteria" 
Whether it’s in a mud hut in 
Papua New Guinea or a brothel in 
Tbxas, British law will recognise it 


as legally binding. Lloyd Pfattadds, / 
“Ybu have to go to the consulate and 
prove that the right number of wit- 
nesses were there - usually two - j 
and go through the requisite steps". . 

Lloyd Platt has seen a steep 
rise in cases of these sorts, usual- 
ly where a couple married years 
ago, often in a tribal ceremony. A 
“Frequently it’s because witnesses jn?-' 
weren’t present It’s devastating ; 
for die people involved, and often 
they only find out when they try to ; 
file for divorce." i 

The only comfort is that now- 
exotic weddings have become so 
popular - around 10,000 people a 
year opt for afbreqpi ceremony- the 
process is far more well estab- 
lished. Many holiday companies 
offer wedding packages for around 
£4,000 a go, all with comprehensive 
advice on the legal aspects. Some 
of them, like Thomson, will advise 
couples what to wear; and even 
which ceremony to choose; natu- 
rally far too pedestrian an option for 
the likes of Jerzy and Mick- 

Still it would probabty have ben- 
efited Jerry, now a common-law 
wife whose criteria for claiming 
Mick’s millions will have to be 
entirely different. “She’D probably «L'- 
come off worse,” says Lloyd Platt 
“As a wife, you can claim for pen- 
sions and lump sums. As a cohab- 
itee, it depends on her own financial 
contributions." 

All in all with no more claim to 
Mkk’s name than his many and var- 
ied flings, Jerry must be regretting 
that she didn’t push the ageing 
rocker up the aisle, and not on to - 
that plane to Ball 
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LICENSING ACT 19W 
ri JTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
■\ PROVISIONAL SPECIAL 
HOURS CERTIFICATE 
J I EON ANDREW LENIK m 
lri.M. 11 . Luytcn W ay. Gvrrarda 
creTTv UacJanrijanohur HEREBY 
CSiVE YOU NOTICE ihal I 
imund to apply 10 ihc 
I lenimifcauv Lixwmg DiH-uon 
■I ilw imnsfer sewiom in he held 
-\t lfl.tiQ!im at Court House. 
Om-ndon Road, Wiifonl on the 
•IUi dj* of February 19W for Uk 
pruvisionaJ granl of a Special 
I li'un Cenificrue for Ibc Ixaued 
premise', situated at The 
!l lime nu Chide House. 46 The 
S' tr.ide. VVaiionL Herl*. 

■'i<> person iniending lu oppKC 
ill. 1 rrpplicilkfl shall gwe nouee m 
'•nunc, of his inienimn to lite 
-ipplKUtiuil and to (he Clerk In the 
Lievnmtg Justices specifying in 
;'li!l-ki! terao the jjuunds of hb 
•ipfuiMlHfl not lakr than seven 
J.ij.- Klore i he cnmmcikumcfll oi 
Henhor.esuEaorb. 
l> il.il I he |7th dav of Novembui 
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LICENSING ACT 1964 
NOTICE OF 
APPLICATION FOR 
NEW JUSTICES 
LICENCE 

LYHFRTi The Coun House. 
Bolnorc Road. Haywards Heath 
HEARING DATBTIMEi 
Thursday 4th Fehruniy W al 
lUam 

PREMISES: Parisa Cafe Bar 
(Currcnilv known as Wine 
OJlarCafe). 1 j High Slnx-L. East 
Granaid. West Susses 
APPLICANT: Mi chad John 
Glancy 

ADDRESS: Hal 1. 48 Ratfipole 
Rood. Fulham 5W6 
TRADE OR CALLING: Area 
Monger 

TAKE NOTICE Ihal Applicani 
inicfhi, to apply nl the Lice wing 
Sessions for the said Drvnoon in 
he held al the place dale and lime 
shown alwe tor the gram lo him 
of a JudJccs' Licence auiborrang 
him tu sell bv ruiad mioucniutg 
liquor oi ufl dmcrinimns for 
oonsumpiion on or otr the ahove 
pa-mbev 

AND FURTHER TAKE 
NOTICE that should this 
application hi- gnml ed. then upon 
Final Order ihe aasling On and 
the existing OS linmrys ail I hu 
Hunendeivd. 

DATED: 13th January I<»9 
fttwner & Co. 

Homeric Home. 

1S4 Fleet Sued. 

London ECdA JDO 
Solicitor! and jhdhoriied .-1 [gems 
for and on btfwif of the said 
.Applicant, 
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A NEWSPAPER lor that special 

date, 1642-1999 mast tttes avail- 

able, kteal binhday bW- Remem- 

ber When. Tel: OtBf-6886323. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 520 000. 
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Books 


THE THEORY 
OF OBJECTIVE 
MEASUREMENT 

by Anthony Pancrten-Moutray 

concepts fimdammial to the 
m-Midiot in rwrivmia 

onfcr at hookshops pnee £14-50 
quote: ISBN 0-9534 004-0-8 
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IRRITATIONS OF MODERN LIFE 

26. TRENDY RESTAURANTS BY STUART HUSBAND 


REMEMBER THOSE days 
when you went to a 
restaurant for a chat, a 
drink and a decent bit of 
wholesome, unpretentious 
grub? Going out for a meal 
used to be one of those 
things you just did, an act 
that was almost rustic in 
its simplicity. 

That, of course, was 
before the hordes of 
superchefs and foodie 
entrepreneurs swept in, 
demanding culinary 
“event" temples grandiose 
enough to match then- 
egos, and the science of 
getting a table began to 
involve strategies as 
fiendishly tortuous as 
anything a tinpot Tj»tin 
American dictator could 
devise (which, come to 
think of it, could explain a 
certain general's fondness 
for dining at the River Cafe 
in London). 

First, you have to make 
your booking. This usually 
involves phoning months 
ahead to stand any chance 
of gaining admittance to 
the most feverishly modish 
venues (which wfll 
undoubtedly be 
unfashionable by the time 
you get beyond their 
portals). You will then be 
held in a queue, fuming 
impotentty at a Schubert 
string quartet while the 
phone operator counts 
down the requisite three- 
and-a-half minutes before 
deigning to take the call. 



Haute cuisine: is it worth the agony? 


then gleefully informing 
you either that the 
establishment is solidly 
booked until 2003 (the 
preferred option), or that 
they could possibly 
squeeze you in on the 
preferred date as long as 
you arrive at 6.32pm 
precisely and leave no later 
than 7.45pm. By this time 
the average caller is so 
psychologically broken that 
unbidden tears of gratitude 
start to flow. 

Unfortunately, however 
the humiliation is only just 
beaming. When you 
arrive at your gastrodrome 
of choice you have to 
negotiate armies of hostile 
bouncers (the more 
sadistic of whom may 
insist on random internal 
examinations), before 
being thrust into a 


cavernous hangar where 
you're met by an 
exquisitely disdainful 
maitre d’ who’s always 
taller/ thinner/ better 
dressed than you. The 
journey to your table 
means r unnin g the 
gauntlet of swearing, 
sweating sous-chefs 
glowering from the voguish 
visible kitchen and may 
remind you of the scene 
where Jodie Foster slinks 
past serial killers’ cells in 
The Silence of (he Lambs. 

When you arrive at your 
table (under a stairwell in 
the teeth of a howling gale 
between the fire exit and 
the gents’ loo), you embark 
on the 45-minute wait for 
your food with only 
caraway-seeded rosemary 
and nutmeg bread rolls for 
sustenance. 


Naturally, the food itself 
comes a long way down the 
food chain of the dining 
experience. 

The staple “Modern 
British” fare of these 
establishments Invariably 
features a salmon fishralw 
(can anyone remember 
what we used to eat before 
the salmon fishcake was 
thrust upon us?) with 
accompaniments whose 
innovativeness is in direct 
inverse proportion to their 
consumabflity (beds of 
griddled celeriac, litchi ■ 
mash, lard shavings). 

Not that you’ll have a ' 

chance to finish it - at the 
stroke of 7.44pm, those 
waiters swoop down and 
frogmarch you out, pausing 
on]y for you to stop at the 
gift shop to buy the 

souvenir matchbook/ 
ashtray/ mug tree of your 
time spent at Marco Pierre 
Whites or Sir Terence 
Conran’s pleasure. This 

relic, the proof that you 

were there, is the 

equivalent of, 
the U 2 Wembley *98 T-shirt, 
confirming that 

restaurants reaUy are the 

new rock’n’roll 

The more faint-hearted 
among us can only plead 
indigestion, and join the 
le © ons of gastronomic 

°f Delia) who 
stubbornly insist that 
Stoymgin is the new 
Uoujg Out. 




J BP 

I 


i 


'* i 

■: l 


+ 










































j)i l \£j> 


THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 
The Independent 20 January 1999 


FASHION/9 



S?M>' M 

" z i 

r : ^ ^ .. 


Givenchy’s Victorian biker mixes her dress with leather trousers Photographs : Chris Moore/Andrew Thomas The rich hippy look from Ungaro takes the coming season’s trend for bohemian luxury to new heights 

Made-to-measure fantasies 

Haute couture is the ultimate extravagance, showing off the skills of the designer even in the more understated creations 


I t would not be unreasonable 
to use Alexander McQueen's 
collection for Givenchy, 
shown in Paris this week, as 
a metaphor - albeit an 
unwitting one on the part of 
the designer- for haute couture as 
a whole. 

While the ready-to-wear collec- 
tions in London Paris, Newark and 
Milan are all about creating a co- 
hesive look and dictating mass- 
market trends, couture concerns 
itself only with the crafting of indi- 
vidual pieces. Even the most seem- 
ingly minimal garment is worked on 
for hours, often days, showing off not 
only the creative abilities of its 
designer but also the exquisite skills 
of the atelier as a whole. 

McQueen’s concept for Givenchy 
then, was apposite: an imaginary 
turn-of-the-century French village 
inhabited by among others, “the 
banker* 1 , “the vintner", “the debut- 
ante’’, “the nun” and “the maid" - all 
dressed in their own, often highly 
* tbsyncratic, way. 

First came “the librarian", in 
strictly tailored little dress - a 
Givenchy staple by now. Next was 
the fantasy “schoolmistress", in 
hour-glass skirt-suit, with four win- 
some schoolchildren dutifully in 
tow. The “ribbon -maker", sporting 
no fewer than 1000 metres of rain- 
bow-coloured Latticework, showed off 
the remarkable skills of the 


Givenchy atelier to the full, as did 
the finest lace and Chinese em- 
broidery on jacket collars and cuffs. 

Now, in his fifth season at 
Givenchy McQueen has managed to 
create a distinct identity tor the com- 
pany which is, rather cleverly, very 
differ ent foom that of his signature 
labeL He is, after all, catering to the 
whims of an entirely different client 
In place of raw, often subversive en- 
ergy, a mare gentle, playful spirit has 
come to the fare. Biker leathers worn 
under a corseted cassock of a wed-, 
ding dress were a cute play on trad- 
ition, however. And how about an 
haute couture hooker; her leather 
skirt so short that stocking tops and 
suspenders were on display? 

Donatella Versace, like McQueen, 
is clearly busy carving out her own 
identity as opposed to simply fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of her Late 
brother Gianni While she has main- 
tained the fluid glamour- the liquid 
ehammail, the acres of leather and 
lace - that was his signature until 
now, this show saw a move towards 
a hard-edged aesthetic more remi- 
niscent some may say, of her broth- 
er’s work back in the Eighties. 

The show was strongest where 
the designer stuck to what the 
house does best leather trouser- 
suits (and one ininbyblacfc sequins) 
with the high-octane glamour the 
client has come to expect from the 
labeL A-line dresses, however; em- 



bellished with needles in gleaming 
metal, glass and wood, seemed 
more derivative. 

Ms Versace has said that her in- 
terest lies primarily in tbe field of feb- 
ric development - who else would 
send out a jacket crafted in stingray- 
skin, if you please? This alone makes 
her a designer set to take haute cou- 
ture into the 2ist century. 

The mighty Yves Saint Laurent 
who doses the proceedings later 
today, has, even before showing, 
more than made his mark on other 
people’s runways - most notably 
those of Jean Paul Gaultier and fless 
so) John Galliano. In both cases this 
seemed more like a timely tribute 
fth^ n unscrupulous plagiarism. 

Mr Saint Laurent retired from 
ready-to-wear last October, and it is 
Gaultier who is rumoured eventually 
to take over the couture arm of the 
labeL To this end, the Gaultier show 
seemed almost tike a job application; 
suffice it to say that the powers that 
be at Saint Laurent will be suitably 
impressed. Gaultier cuts one of the 
fittest trouser-suits in the business 
- they looked great in navy crepe, 
neatly slashed at the shoulder; or 
plain black, with legs going on for 
even An African theme running 
through the sbow was, equally, 
dearly inspired by Saint Laurent: a 
wisp trfa dress suspended from ant- 
ique metal collars; another from a 
gleaming breast-plate. There was 
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great wit to this collection, too. 
Gaultier is, after all. a man fast est- 
ablishing a reputation for mod- 
ernising haute couture. A stone- 
washed denim evening dress 
trimmed with dyed-to-match os- 
trich plumes brought a smile to even 
the most sih cone-impregnated lips, 
as did a trouser-suit labelled “the 
eternal triangle"; the crotch was cut 
away to reveal black bikini bottoms 
(triangular) beneath. 

The haute couture collections 
found John Galliano in surrealist 
mood. At his show for Christian Dior 
there were jewel-encrusted fasten- 
ings shaped like oversized eyes, 
with dock faces for irises; suits 
with jackets worn back to front; lob- 


sters in place of handbags; even a 
Magritte lookalike escorting a model 
to her pedestal centre-stage. 

John Galliano, too, looked to Saint 
Laurent for inspiration. His silhou- 
ette was more fluid than Gaultier's, 
but as long, lean and sinuous as even 
the most discerning couture cus- 
tomer could wish. This was a land- 
mark collection on the part of this 
younger but equally influential de- 
signer a return to past, brilliant 
form. This time, there were happily 
as many tailored garments in the 
show as there were bias-cut dresses 
- Galliano is justly famous for both, 
though for the past couple of seasons 
fashion commentators could have 
been forgiven for forgetting that 

Galliano’s interpretation of le 
smoking was heart-stoppingly beau- 
tiful cut back to front and as lovely 
(oh, blasphemy), if not more so, than 
the the original that inspired it 
Equally gorgeous were black-and- 
white evening dresses embroidered 
in the spirit of Jean Cocteau, and a 
wedding dress with an overblown 
skirt in Cellophane and tulle that 
looked like the delicate underside of 
tbe world's largest most immacu- 
late mushroom: Mother Nature was 
not even a contender. 

Galliano has been criticised re- 
cently for sacrificing clothing to 
spectacle, as well as for relying too 
heavily on fashion history for inspir- 
ation. In a brave move, he took his 


collection back to the intimate Dior 
salon, showing (as has Saint Laurent 
in recent years) to an audience of no 
more than 60 at a time. If anyone 
ever doubted that he is a master of 
his craft, this show proved it 

With millennium fever tyawn) 
reaching a peak, it would be easy to 
forget that there is a trusty couture 
client who prefers not to wear her 
wealth - or the whims of a designer 
- quite so blatantly on her sleeve. 
She is a traditional soul more com- 
fortable with discreet luxury than 
with in-your-face ideas. To this end, 
Valentino didn't disappoint Hie Ital- 
ian designer presides over the 
largest atelier in the world and this 
season, as always, the intricacy of 
craftsmanship was second to none. 
Ivoiy skirt-suits with bidden fas- 
tenings were embroidered at the 
waist in the same cool colour blink 
and you might have missed it Little 
black cocktail dresses with dropped 
waists seemed simple, only reveal- 
ing a panel of exquisitely beaded 
flowers from behind. Another in 
beige, was embellished with barely 
noticeable shell-pink roses. 

Emanuel Ungaro has never been 
a designer for shrinking violets, but 
these days his work is for more 
subtle. Gone are the virulent colours, 
the colliding prints, in favour of a 
more muted aesthetic. Fbr spring/ 
summer 1999 the designer went for 
an ethnic look; sari tops, peasant 


blouses and full or tiered long starts. 
It is all too easy to dismiss design- 
ers such as this one as foiling to push 
fashion forward. But to do so would 
be to ignore an ever-increasing 
client base, not to mention one that 
suggests there is more to couture 
than simply creating an image and 
selling scent 

Kart Lagerfeld can do little wrong 
these days. Chanel haute couture 
stands alone, inasmuch as it is re- 
spected not only by the ouant garde, 
but also by its more traditionally 
minded customer This season was 
no exception. Tweedy signature 
Chanel jackets were narrow but re- 
laxed - more like cardigans, and best 
worn with wide-legged pants. 
Colours were the finest of the cou- 
ture season: dusty rose, primrose, 
violet and fern. The best thing about 
the collection was its supreme 
subtlety: a long-line cardigan was 
constructed entirely from beads; 
sequins were opalescent as opposed 
to riaTg-ling, , like fish-skin. Evening- 
wear came in the form of immacul- 
ate column dresses, worn in layers, 
or - in a Morion des Sources mo- 
ment - fitted bodices and low-slung, 
asymmetrically draped, overblown 
skirts. As I left the show, models 
mingling aO around, I felt two hands 
on my shoulders. 1 turned to find Mr 
Lagerfeld himself behind me. 

Touched by the band of God, in 
fashion circles, at least 
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A spiral 
into 

terminal 

decline 


The Design Museum’s ‘Modem 
Britain’ exhibition looks back at 
the golden era of 20th-century 
architecture. So why are gems 
such as the De La Warr pavilion at 
Bexhill falling into decay? 

Ask Chris Smith. By Ken Powell 


T he De La Warr pavilion 

at Bexhffl on Sea might 
seem a perfect icon 
for Blairite Britain. 
Opened in 1936, it was 
the first truly modern 
public building in this country - and 
remains one of the finest. It was in- 
spired by democratic, internation- 
alist ideals, designed by architects 
who <like Hadid and Libeskind 
today! were denounced by conserv- 
atives as “aliens". It put Bexhill on 
the world map. It remains a place of 
pilgrimage for architects and stu- 
dents from many countries. To our 
shame, howevec they find a building 
which is treated not as a national 
treasure 'though it is Grade 1 listed) 
but as a local problem. 

The decision of the Arts Lottery, 
just two months ago. to reject a bid 
for £16.5m to complete the refur- 
bishment of the building and instead 
; j offer a mere £120.000 to “rescope” 
the project was a devastating blow. 
The chief executive of Bother Coun- 
cil 'which owns the pavilion and 
spends Elm a year running it) told the 
Culture Secretary Chris Smith - 
who was. io his embarrassment, vis- 
iting the building on the day that the 
Lottery decision was announced - 
"the decision may have sounded the 
death knell for the project". 

Mr Smith's response has not been 
made public, but it is the reform of 
the Lottery under New Labour - 
away from capital projects and into 
revenue funding - which has left the 
De La Warr stranded. While the 
pavilion’s general manager Caroline 
Collier expresses confidence that the 
necessary funding will be found in the 
end, “if vre behave ourselves”, the im- 
mediate outlook is rather bleak. The 
1.0 00-seat theatre, in particular, is in 
such a dire state that it may have to 
be closed on health and safety 
grounds. Ironically, at the very time 
that the De La Warr was turned down 
by the Lottery, £15 million went to the 
Dome in nearby Brighton. It looks Hke 
a classic case of Lottery blight with 
money 'the Arts Lottery provided 
£500,000 in 1995 to develop the 
scheme), and waste of effort 
The pavilion is an extraordinary, 
unlikely object to find in a minor 
South Coast resort Not everybody 
in the town loved It when it was new. 


but 60 years later there are residents 
alive who remember the opening. 
“The dear old Pav7 wrote one of 
them. “I could fill pages with a list 
of all the interest, enjoyment and not 
a little romance that it gave me.” 

The pavilion was first envisaged 
as an entertainments hall when a 
competition for its design was 
launched in 1933 at the behest of the 
Earl De La Ware, a progressive 
whose election as Mayor of Bexhill 
owed something to his family's 
extensive land holdings in the town. 
The competition was won by Erich 
Mendelsohn, who had quit Nazi Ger- 
many (and a highly successful prac- 
tice!' and Serge Chermayeff - bom 
in Chechnya but educated at Harrow 
and Cambridge and married to a girl 
he had met at a Sussex tennis party. 
Bexhill's Mayor envisaged - and 
got - a thoroughly modem building. 
Nobody in Bexhill had seen anything 
like this - except, perhaps, in the 
Thirties film Things to Come. 

The building on a prime site 
overlooking the Channel, was sleek, 
dynamic, looking a little like an 
ocean liner. It was constructed on a 
steel frame with a fiat roof and long 
bands of windows. Inside were white 
wails, polished cork or terrazzo 
floors and furniture of bent wood and 
stainless steeL The curved staircase 
was spectacular, with a chrome- 
plated light 23 feet long hanging in 
the void. There was a restaurant, 
complete with a dance Soon a well- 
stocked reading room and a sun ter- 
race. The flat roof could be used for 
deck games - the liner analogy 
again. There was scope for hedonism 
- and self-improvement. It was a 
glimpse of the future. “Bexhill has 
emerged from barbarism at last,” de- 
clared Bernard Shaw. 

The ideals behind the pavilion in- 
spired the new generation of archi- 
tects who rebuilt Britain after the 
Second World War. The building it- 
self, however was damaged in the 
Blitz. Its steelwork (the architects 
had originally wanted reinforced 
concrete) proved vulnerable to the 
seaside climate. There were alter- 
ations, not always in good taste - 
flock wallpaper and fitted carpet 
crept in. Partitions and suspended 
ceilings obliterated sublime spaces. 
By the Eighties, the pavilion was de- 



cidedly dowdy and in need of major 
refurbishment A local trust with Iib- 
Dem councillor Jill Theis as a prime 
mover spurred the local authority 
into action. To its credit Rother 
took up the ch allenge and English 
Heritage offered a grant for urgent 
external repairs. The architect John 
McAslan was appointed in 1991 to re- 
pair the fabric and subsequently to 
masterplan a major refurbishment 
- the scheme shelved by the Lottery. 

McAslan’s proposals envisage de- 
veloping new amenities, including a 
spacious gafleiy, and updating those, 
like the theatre, which already exist 
Office and storage space - virtually 
non-existent - will be provided in a 
sensitive extension, freeing up the 
historic interior. Performances by 
local star Eddie Izzard, tea dances, 
whist drives and exhibitions of sur- 


realist photography can co-exist 
Caroline Collier believes, to keep lo- 
cals happy as well as attract a wider 
regional audience. Rother council 
has spent £l.5m on repairs and im- 
provements since 1990. Now, not 
unreasonably, it expects national 
backing for the Pav. It should receive 
it -and quickly. 

“Modern Britain 1929-1939’, spon- 
sored by The Independent, is at the 
Design Museum. London SEl. from 
today (0171-378 6055) 


The De La Warr pavilion 
overlooks the Channel and 
resembles an ocean linen Its 
interior includes a spiral 
staircase, and a 23-foot 
chrome-plated light Hulton 


Dream 

a tiny 
dream 


POP 


THE CORKS 

CARDIFF INTERNATIONAL 
ARENA 


ITS TEMPTING to look for sodotog- * j 
ical reasons for the incredible com- ' * 
merdal success of the Dundalk 
sibling combo - best-selling record- 
ing artists of 1998, with an album 
that’s about to go octuple-platinum 
(that’s eight times 300.000). Is it due 

to a symbolic reassertion of good ad- 
fashioned family values, the endur- 
ing appeal of all things Irish, or the 
group’s canny positioning in the 

newjy resurgent pop market as a con- 
temporary equivalent to the AOR of 
Seventies Fleetwood Mac, only with- 
out the marital strife and heavy 
rock pretensions? 

The answer, however, appears to 
be far more simple: The Coirs are 
very attractive, very very’ good and 
fairly undemanding, which can be a 
devastating combination when cou- 
pled with the resources of a mega- 
corp record company. Traditional 
Irish instruments lend a welcome 
human feel to the digital thumps of 
the group's borrowing from dance y 
music - which are more chip shop •• i 
than hip hop - and they sing real 
songs with real voices in a very ap- 
pealing way. But could they big up 
their live act to fill an arena? And, 
more seriously, could they make 
ymi forget that parody on French and 
Saunder s’ Christmas special, where 
The Corrs were shown as clones? 

That they succeeded on both 
counts so emphatically was due not 
only to their considerable personal 
charm but to their prowess as mu- 
sicians. Lead singer Andrea doesn't 
just look gorgeous on the video 
screens; she plays a mean penny 
whistle. Sister Caroline whacks the 
drum kit with all the conviction of 
Prince’s Sheila E, and Sharon's fid- 
dle playing would not be disgraced 
in the best west aflreland traditional 
music bars. And brother Jim? Not 
onlyis be loved by afl the girls in the 
aurfience, and their mums, a solo spot 
playing a traditional air on piano 
showed he was not just a pretty face. 

While the response of the audi- 
ence to all this was muted to begin 
with, the onset of some authentic 
double 1 time fiddling provokes out- 
breaks of merdandng. When the 
lights are flashed in the audience's 
faces it’s the cue for wholesalejigs 
and reels. By the last number - the 
cover of Fleetwood Mac’s “Dreams” 

- everyone is on their feet For the 
first encore, afl hands are raised. 

While the mechanics of arena 
performance perhaps inevitably 
tends towards tire Pavlovian, the re- 
sponse The Corrs get really does 
seem to be due to the stimulus of 
their impeccably professional per- 
formance, and not just a given. The 
venue might be dehumanised, but 
they are not 

A second encore of another tra- 
ditional reel emphasises the group’s 
by now rather urbanised folk roots, 
and it’s a very happy crowd that 
leaves for home. But while The 
Corrs are genuinely talented and 
their performance undeniably im- 
pressive, by the end of the evening 
a cynic might feel that the overall 
menu they offer is just too sweet 
smooth and anodyne for ail but the 
most democratic of tastes. I left 
yearning for something harsh, nasty 
and dirty all the way home. 

Phil Johnson 
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EVENING STANDARD AWARDS 1998 
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Circles in the 




YOU CAN scarcely telL, as the 
light gradually comes up at 
the beginning of Shijima, 
whether the figure posed high 
up against the back wall is a 
man or a statue. Only very 
slowly does Ushio Amagatsu 
give away the secret, by mov- 
ing first his arms, then his 
head, and finally his whole 
body. This extremely gentle, 
tardy movement sets the tone 
for the whole piece, and one 
benefit of it is that when, even- 
tually, Amagatsu momentarily 
flicks his hand, or even runs 
across the width of the stage, 
the contrast of pace has a star- 
tling effect 

The theme of the production 
seems to be the relationship of 
life, death and creativity. I say 
“seems” because the title gives 
nothing away (it translates as 
“the darkness calms down in 
space") and the progr amm e 
note is so obscure that it only 
confuses the issue. 

But Amagatsu and his four 
acolytes enact episodes that re- 
late to the repeated patterns of 
a man’s bade, which are spread 
right across the walls behind 
and beside the stage, and there 
are indications of aspiration, 
exhaustion and crucifixion, a 
struggle to survive and to make 


Dance 

SANKAI JUKU 

SADLER S WELLS 
LONDON 



lasting artefacts is implied 
throughout the action. 

Previous visits by this group, 
Sankai Juku, have revealed 
similar devices: the shaven 
heads, the white paint on face 
and txxjy, the white or pale 
costumes, the minimal move- 
ment Again there are seven 
scenes (Is this a magic number 
for Amagatsu?) lasting about 90 
minutes, with no interval. 

This time there is less of 
the amusing eccentricity of 
earlier shows (the peacock 
strutting around the stage in 
Km/con Shorten, the pool which 
men fefl into in (toetsu), but 
the sparseness of Shijima 


compels attention and urges 
the exercise of imagination. 
Sand is a motif: spread on the 
floor kicked up by their feet, or 
falling on them unexpectedly 
from above. Think, maybe, of 
ashes to ashes -but that, could 
be misleading. 

Is this all too enigmatic? 
One or two spectators who left 
quietly during the evening's 
early stages apparently thought 
so, but at the end there was loud 
cheering from those willing to 
accept the highly individual 
and allusive work. Except for 
the musical soundtrack by 'fos- 
Kaz and Ybichiro Yoshikawa, 
which prorides an atmospher- 
ic background and marks the 
change from one section to an- 
other; Shijima is virtually a 
one-man show with Amagatsu 
as author; director; choreogra- 
pher; designer and chief per- 
former Even the four men who 
form a supporting group seem 
like extensions of Amagatsu, 
not exactly duplicates but dose 
to it What turns them into dis- 
ciples of this man? Presumably 
his intensify and originality 
which are what appeal to au- 
diences too. 

John Perctval 
Booking: 0171-863 8000 


THE 12 men in ill-fitting suits 
and pork-pie hats left Romania 
in the wee hours of yesterday 
morning, and would rather kip 
in the corner of Ronnie Scott's 
than do anything so formal as 
tune up. The Taraf de Haldouks' 
resultant cacophony is, it turns 
out, merely a prelude to a 
lengthy set brimming with pas- 
sion, melodrama and jaw- 
dropping talent. The older 
members deliver songs of love 
and loss in guttural howls with 
cheese-grater voices, before 
the ensemble breaks down into 
smaller groups for increasingly 
competitive and complex 
instrumental numbers. In 
showcasing individual skills on 
fiddle, flute, double bass, ac- 
cordion and the rippling sounds 
of the cymbalom, things career 
along at such a breakneck pace 
that all tonight's largely “world 
music" audience can do is hold 
on for the ride. 

The T^raf hail from Clejani, 
a run-down Gypsy village sou th 
west of Bucharest that is home 
to over 50 Lautari the profes- 
sional musicians who follow 
village traditions and perform 
at weddings and other cele- 
brations. This lot are the 
cream, a multi-generational 
line-up of larynx-wobbling vir- 


MUSIC 

TARAF DE NAIDOUKS 

RONNIE SCOTT'S 
LONDON 


tuosos who tackle every thin g 
from medieval ballads to 
berserk dance tunes. With an 
Arabic flavour reflecting their 
Gypsy origins, these unlikely 
lads are also showmen, whose 
party pieces -squeaking out an 
entire number on a stray violin 
string, for example - were 
milked for all they were worth. 

The Taraf found fame in the 
West after the fall of Ceausescu 
ito whom they dedicates song, 
“The Ballad of the Dictator”), 
by touring the festival circuit, 
playing with the Kronas Quar- 
tet and Yehudi Menuhin, and 
releasing extraordinary col- 
lections of vernacular music. 
Their third and latest album. 
Dumbula Dumba (Crammed 
Discs) - which begins with 
barking dogs, and whose sleeve 
notes name-check Clejani’s 
bartender - is helped along by 
a series of musafiri, or v illag e 
guests, including descendants 
of the ancient order of bear 
tamers on barrels, chairs, 
spoons and various body parts! 


To n ig ht , however; if s just tl 
regular Taraf their battered i 
strum ents, and CaJiu, a Br] 
creemed show-stealer on viol 
whose lightning-fast fingerir 
should have left his strinj 
smoking. Proceedings take t 
a darkly soulful, Ftellini-esqi 
delirium; fiddles are Kmanfrf 
with bows, double basses ai 
plucked, beer bellies becorr 
accessories in impromptu soi 
dances and duets offer 
chance to settle grudges. 

They escape the confines i 
foUdore thanks to the elder 
love of improvisation (the oni 
conceivable link between th 
Taraf and this week's venue 
and the more youthful men 
tiers’ drive to innovate. Th 
resultant face-ofife between th 
former's traditional rhythm 
and songs and the latter’ 
predilection for Turkish, Sei 
bian and Bulgarian sounds in 
bues the whole shebang with, 
creative frisson that keep 
mmgs fluid and fresh. Both ea 
huarating and exhausting, it' 
a window into a way of lif 
wtucfr by their very presence 
the Taraf are helping to kea 
hihje- None of them, appar 
ently, can read or write. No mat 
ter: they can certainly play. 

Jane Cornwelj 


L>» 






THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 20 January 1999 


THEATRE/ 11 


a tiny 
drean, 


Pop 


' ."Jr; ■; , 

. * 

- Lv r h * 

,!wS. 

l|,, s p:- 
. ' S'- ■> 

“"•"il'T! .-,,T , ' t ' 

: -4;:n 

■ .• I'. •. 

• **■+. 

• "" :f,T L 




A word from the wise 

Playwright Peter Gill may not be a household name but he’s a force to be reckoned with. And when it comes 
to the direction of British theatre, he’s not a man to keep his opinions to himself. By David Benedict 
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■hen his first 
Sleep- 

Her’s Den was 

■first performed ^ 

Has a at 

■he Royal Court 
f in 1966, Peter Gill was too nervous 

to watch. Afterwards, the artistic di- ' -. 

rector George Devine found him hid- •"W -j' ^ 

tag in the wardrobe department Gill ; r. : ^yg;. 

needn't worried however, V^^-V 

Devine immediately encouraged ' • • •- *$£'- ::fK 

him to write more. ' ^•'SS*- .-.. 

Since then he has produced a ‘ jj aeLy r ’. . •,' L- 

sraall but impressive body of work jj gf& it- ;..^® 

bearing bis quietly distinctive stamp. wp > jjagafiMlj^^. jK| 

Two years ago. in a particularly 

adroit meeting of minds, he wrote a Hk Jf JflHBfl|^ 

remarkably airy and elegant trans- ■ 4*, 

lation of Chekhov’s The Cherry IJk 

Orchard for the RSC. Even working «■ R|Sx|«®, . 

from the inspiration of another play- B0iil§L -^5^' 

wnght, the hallmarks ofhis own writ- 

tag were there. Untashkraabty quiet, 

beautifully composed and emotion- JU^ 

ally acute. Small Change, Kick for 9^E^^BRj^p%44 |j 

Ibucfc. and last year’s Cardiff East 1 Btai 

all resonate in the memory, thanks ^ SS5«||S| '^‘‘’V' ^ ,- J** aTI. fid 

to their remarkable compassion '■-. - ‘ * * JlLJ||g|||i , ' 

and linguistic finesse. There's more ^H^V' 

where that came from in Certain K9 Mkfo ? » . - a, ■ ‘ ' Jf> W 

j Younp Men, his latest play which is * t , t it’ 

about to open at the Almeida. 

The kneejerk response to the ^ ' f, ‘*’ 

choice of venue is that there must 

be a part for a Hollywood lead. J 'mPt imr ■W^s^T.-SSt^ " ** ; 

Wrong. With die possible exception ^ ^ 

of Jeremy' Northam, the eight actors l : : 

Gill has assembled are not well W OT ^v&^ ( * t 

knovm. Yet easting is unlikely to have ^ ^ 

been a problem as good actors feast W%"^i $$ : ;: ji’j* 

upon his theatricaUygenei-ous writ- i ^ ft fi^d‘- 

tag but not because of traditionally ^ , ‘ "m§P^ -, j t u g tl i 

juicy, grandstanding lead roles. Gill's MT^ jfc + - ** ^ Y*t V ^ 3 

almost musical prose is pared right 
down - all better to upon - 
and narratives are shared, every 
part balanced to create an emotional 
-wfaola If that sounds elusive, try the 
^forthright from Certain Young 

Men being used in the publicity: Jt 

^Whataro two grown men doing liv- M 

tag together feking all the stupidities 
of a take straight relationship?” 

The nature and boundaries of love 
have proved 
fertile territory for Mean Tears 

examined the relationships between ^ 

a bisexual object of affection (played ‘There’s no rape and no one kills themselves’: Peter Gill in rehearsal for his new play ‘Certain Young Men’ 


e 


to feckless perfection by Bill Njghy 
in the original National Theatre 
production), two male friends and 
two women. In retrospect* it 
summed up the mood of the ES^it- 
ies. Is Certain Young Men doing the 
same for the Nineties? “Not in any 
conscious way," equivocates Gill 
warily. “Mean Tears was written in, 
but not about, the Eighties. But 
looking back; that was a horrible pe- 
riod. Maybe that's why the rela- 
tionships in it are so destructive. 

. ? > jThis play is definitely set in London, 
' now. Inevitably, I suppose, I talk 
about specifics. I think I do tend to 
do this whether I know it or not” 

Gill's writing has run parallel to 
a dist in gu ished directing career. 
Less well known is that he started 
out as an actor. He became inter- 
ested in theatre while growing up in 
Cardiff at the time ofrock’nrofl. “Our 
grammar school had the working- 
class and lower middle-class 
Catholic boys in Cardiff The posh 
ones went to Ampl efbrth and Down- 
side.” A couple of responsive teach- 
ers allowed them to put on a play 
and. gradually, acting became the ob- 
vious next step. “I was rather good 
at it, I thought Of course I wasirt re- 
alty.’' Good enough, however, to get 
into the local drama school alongside 
one Anthony Hopkins. 

His professional career took him 


to the Royal Court in the early Six- 
ties and to the RSCforashortspelL 
However; the Court proved an eye- 
opener and together with Stephen 
Frears - who later made his name 
directing the films My Beautiful 
Laundrette and Dangerous Li- 
aisons, both written by Royal Court 
proteges - he returned as an assis- 
tant director: “At the age of 24 I 
recognised I was not going to be the 
sort of actor I wanted to be. I was in- 
terested in theatre, not just acting. 
I always wanted to go to the other 
rehearsals. Fd realised I was inter- 
ested in this thing of the director; foe 
holder of the interpretive idea.” 

These were the Court’s glory 
days. Devine was at the helm, but 
the influential directorial triumvirate 
of Lindsay Anderson, Bill GaskQl and 
Anthony Page was there too. Gfll did 
a couple of Joe Orton’s early plays 
but really made his mark resusci- 
tating the neglected plays of DH 
Lawrence. “I don’t want to get nos- 
talgic about it because it was also a 
very difficult time, but there was a 
consensus between the director, 
the writer; the actorand the designer. 
All parties got treated badly, right? 
But there was a profound bond be- 
tween those factors.” 

Consequently he’s worried by 
what he sees as the dissolution cl the 


power of writers and actors. “There 
was a brief time when the play was . 
what was important That meant 
that you could put up with people's 
ambition. In the Eighties, ambition 
itself became a laudable thing. My 
generation thought it was deepty un- 
cool to use the word ‘career'..." 

He concedes that the climate is 
different now because there are 
many more writers. “And direc- 
tors,” he adds, sternly. “Directing is 
now seen as a separate creative art 


skill is. They think directing a new 
play is getting it re-written, which is 
a grave mistake." 

In a world of literary depart- 
ments and script editors, this is 
heresy. “It’s not that I think you 
shouldn't rewrite, it’s the cult of 
rewrites- the tact that something is 
there so that people who can't write 
can have views. It’s just a world full 
of endless, endless opinions. Real- 
ty what’s good about a new play is 
what’s good about it and what’s bad 


up the National Theatre Studio, 
from 1977 he was the founder di- 
rector of Hammersmith's River- 
side Studios, which for almost 10 
years was unquestionably the coun- 
try’s most exciting venue, with an 
unparalleled profile for drama, 
dance and art It opened its doors to 
major international companies, 
Beckett rehearsed in the building, 
there wm: landmark staging of The 
Cherry Orchard and The 
Changeling (with Helen Mirren) 


'These days a lot of so-called auteurs can't direct. Particularly with a 
new play, they don’t know what to do. They think that directing a 
new play is getting it rewritten, which is a grave mistake ’ 


This business of auteurs hip has 
crept in. Unquestionably, the direc- 
tor is a very important person and 
very creative. It goes without saying 
that if you can direct you will have 
personality but part of your job is to 
try and get rid of iL” This usually 
soft-spoken man Is firing on all 
cylinders now. “These days, lots of 
so-called auteurs can't direct any- 
thing. Particularly with a new play 
they don’t know what to do, what the 


about it is what’s bad about it” He 
cites his own Almeida production of 
Ellen McLaughlin’s Ibrjpue of a 
Bird. “Of course, it was up for cut- 
ting and rewriting. You could have 
done a hundred things with it but it 
would have taken an awfully long 
time. Much better to put it on and 
let her get on with her next play.” 

He’s simfiariy exercised about the 
wider state of theatre and speaks 
from experience. Not only did he set 


and Gill's regime shepherded the 
not-so-feltering first sfeps of such di- 
verse talents as Siobhan Davies 
and Michael Nyman and held exhi- 
bitions by the likes of Richard 
Rogers and Norman Foster 
“We weren’t forced into an end- 
lessly targe staff all those sponsor- 
ship people and so on. People forget 
that traditionally British theatre 
was very well-managed. Fbr some 
reason, the bad practice of industry 


Tim Hetheringtim 

management has been visited upon 
a perfectly weH-run profession that 
kept going without public subsidy for 
hundreds of years. It’s incredibly an- 
noying. Nobody minds working hard 
but the Arts Council’s ‘tick the 
braes’ culture is killing anybody 
with any flair” He’s thoroughly ex- 
asperated. “%u have to have man- 
agement of course you do. But I 
resent being forced to jump through 
afl these hoops. Being told you’re not 
practical. How can you get a play 
written if you’re not practical?” 

Unofficially he’s slightly nervous 
about bow his new play win be re- 
ceived. ‘There’s no rape and zKfoodty 
kills themselves," he says mock 
gloomily. But in terms of the bigger 
picture, he’s surprisingly sanguine 
about the future, thanks to the 
resurgence in playwriting. “Whether 
I like aS these new plays is neither 
here nor there, it's the tact that they 
haven't been seen off People like 
them. Piaywriting is at the root of 
British theatre. I exploded at some- 
one the other day explaining that 
Shakespeare's Globe was a new 
writing theatre. It’s not some in- 
vention of the Arts Council " 

‘Certain Young Meripreviem at die 
Almeida, London N1 (0171-3594404) 
from tomorrow 


What 

really 

matters 


REVIEW 


IN FLAME 

THE BUSH. LONDON 


THE PIECE de resistance of Char- 
lotte Jones’s compeliingfy quirky 
new play is a tap-shoe shuffle to T 
Could Have Danced all Night", per- 
formed by Annie, an elderly stroke- 
victim with Alzheimer's. If it seemed 
even momentarily exploitative, the 
effect would be disastrous. But 
Annie's moment of glory is so little 
out of step with the batty behaviour 
of the other characters, that it feels 
both daft and tou ching . 

In Flame confirms what Jones’s 
first {day, AirSwimming, suggested: 
this 39-year-old playwright - a former 
actress - has a peculiar talent fora 
dramatic locale where the pitiful 
and the prattish converge. It’s a tal- 
ent well served by Anna Mackmin's 
superbly paced arid acted production. 

Staged in a white, minimalist in- 
terior, it juxtaposes two sets of lives 
from opposite ends of the century 
and country -Thaddey, Yorkshire in 
1909 and London, 1999. Given the 
arrangement of the narrative, this 
might seem a dangerously schemat- 
ic interpretation, but the underlying 
interest in the frustrated hopes iff 
successive generations iff women is 
strikingly inconclusive, carefully 
reluctant to frame things in terms 
of progress. 

Scenes are fleeting, like the snap- 
shots taken at Thaddey Fbir in the 
play’s pivotal scene. For the women 
photographed, these are recorded 
moments of doomed happiness - 
Liwy and her “idiot” sister; Clara, 
both seduced by the roguish pho- 
tographer; Frank, whose take Italian 
accent spuriously promises broader 
horizons than those of their hard-bit- 
ten, disapproving Gramma. Fbr Alex, 
a cartographer in her mid-thirties 
weighed down by her relationships 
with her mother Annie, whom she 
has placed in care, her moany flat- 
mate Clootie, and Mat - a married 
man - the yellowing family prints 
she’s discovered provide a vaguely 
consoling source of identification. 

Most of the roles are doubled up 
with the cast swiftly and deftly ne- 
gotiating between the two eras, with 
Jones’ clipped dialogue amusingly 
expressive of brittle, “making do” 
mentalities and seething jealousies. 
This is most perfectly realised in 
Rosie Cavaliero's combined tour de 
force as the skirt-tugging, oafishty- 
grinning Clara - and the hapless 
neurotic, Clootie. 

Jones gives some of the lewdest 
one-liners to Marcia Warren's bilious 
Gramma/Annie. “Tuesday’s child is 
foil of shit." the latter snaps when 
Alex pays a visit She is as subtly 
outspoken as Gramma, sniping at 
fee hypochondriac dullard (Tom 
Smith: excellent) who has set bis cap 
at Liwje. 

The cruelties can, at times, seem 
contrived for our delight - just as 
some of the incidental speeches and 
plot points can seem interposed 
simply to give the actors more to 
chew on. But other moments have 
lasting poignancy. 

When at the end. the worlds 
merge and a gentle Gr amma whis- 
pers to a sobbing, defeated Alex, 
“None of it matters”, the words have 
an extraordinary effect a semi- 
serious dismissal that fully ac- 
knowledges the seriousness of life 
and suggests that, finally, a sense of 
the ridiculous is our only weapon. 

Dominic Cavendish 

7b 6 fbb (0181-743 3388) 
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Debut: David Westhead 


Bedfellows in bedlam 


The role: Beelzebub in Actors 
Touring Company’s Faustus 
The yean 1987 

WHEN I left RADA at the age of 
24 the RSC offered me a 
contract to play small roles and 
understudy, but I was convinced 
I was going to get a job at the 
Traverse in Edinburgh so I 
turned them down. Then the 
Traverse role fell through and I 
was out of work for four 

months, a situation that 
encapsulates what you go 
throu gh as an actor-most of 
the time having to take difficult 
decisions, and ma k i ng a 
balls- up of it 

But I got exactly the sort of 
job I was looking for in a three- 
man version of Marlowe’s Dr 
Faustus by Mark Bricfcman that 
the Actors Touring Company 
were doing - which meant 
assuming a dozen guises, from 
the Pope to the King of 
Hungary. 

Touring is the most 
knackering kind of theatre 
you’ll ever do. and we went to 
about 50 or 60 over three 

months. Once you’ve lugged the 
set in and put ail the lights up, 
the show itself is a breather. 



There was a rebellion fairly 
early on when we decided that 
there was far too much 
superfluous scenery knocking 
around and that we would 
conjure it in the audience’s 
imagination rather than lug it in 
from the transit van. So the 
surgical skeletons that had 
been stuck on to sheets with 
gaffer tape were bundled away 
and not seen until we hit the 
Lyric Hammersmith. Ironically, 
on the press night the simplest 
part of the design - a table - 


broke 25 minutes before the 
end I had to keep whispering to 
the others not to climb on it 
Luckily, the critics didn't seem 
to notice. 

The performance that stands 
out for me, though, was in 
Hereford. It was at the local 
cinema - they took the screen 
up for the evening - and it was 
opposite Hereford United 
fbotbaD Ground Hereford 
happened to be playing 
Nottingham Fbrest that day. 

You couldn’t bear a bloody thing 
because the crowd was making 
so much noise. There were only 
about 16 people in the audience, 
hut that was some 
achievement We raised our 
voices and persevered 

Somehow that evening 
brought home to me the tact 
that as an actor you learn most 
when you go to the audience 
rather than when the audience 
comes to you. Wiu have to go 
out there and earn the rigb t to 
be on their turf 

DavidWesthead stars as 
Robbie in ‘Talk, of the City 
previewing from 3 Feb, 

Young Vic, London, SE1 
(0171-928 6363) 


REVIEW 

THE GLORY OF LIVING 

ROYAL COURT AT THE 
AMBASSADOR5. LONDON 


THE POTENTIAL trouble with Amer- 
ican trailer-trash drama is that it will 
pander to an audience’s worst im- 
pulses, inviting them on a tourist trip 
to a southern states bedlam where 
thqy can snigger in safe superiori- 
ty, at the morally subnormal. 
Rebecca Gilman's bracing, jet black 
comedy The Glory of Living, never 
allows you that easy response, nor 
does Kathryn Hunter’s production, 
which brilliantly reinforces the sense 
of casual shock. 

We first meet 15-year-old Lisa 
(Monica Dolan) in ha* mother’s mo- 
bile home chatting to Clint (Tony 
Curran), a jailbird twice her age. On 
the other side of a sheet strung 
across the room, his friend and her 
prostitute mother are having noisy 
sex. “She takes it. . , she tole me,” an- 
nounces Lisa, an unstable cocktail 
of emotional damage, knee-hugging 
childishn ess and sullen precocity in 
Dolan’s superb performance. 

Then, in the space of about a 
minute’s stage time, Clint and lisa 



Trailer trash: Monica Dolan and Tony Curran Geraint Lewis 


have stripped one another dim bed 
into a motel bed and been propelled 
a couple of years forward. They are 
now married; he’s been in jail again; 
she’s had twins. You are just recov- 
ering from this series of jolts, when 
there’s another. They aren’t alone. 
When Clint pulls up the handcuffed, 
unconscious body of an underage 
giri, it begins to dawn on you that 
Lisa is acting as his procuress and 
that when he needs to dispose of the 
evidence, he is carefol to ensure that 
it’s not to finger on the trigger 
Hunter’s production moves with 


a darkty witty flow, the actors shift- 
ing scenes before your veiy eyes, as 
when a furious Clint simultaneous- 
ly runs amok at being arrested and 
clears the set for the next episode. 
It is full of telling touches. Fbr ex- 
ample, when Lisa decides to in- 
form die police anonymously about 
the corpses, her message begins as 
a voice-over and this sense that she 
is not so much behaving morally as 
obeying disassociated voices in her 
bead is strikingly apt 
The play brings out the dreadful 
yet pitiable confusion inside hen 


One second she is refusing to coop- 
erate with the police; the next, she 
is so naivety flattered that they 
recorded her calls to them, that she’s 
all perky helpfulness. She is the baf- 
fltag product ofa. sleazy world where 
it’s considered “nice and femity- 
Hke” to be more than two to a bed, 
of bad children's homes and of crap 
TV culture where the kindest thing 
you can say about your murder vic- 
tim is that she looked like Joanle 
from Happy Days. 

Was Lisa free to refuse to do 
Clint’s bidding if she had wanted? 
The evidence is conflicting. Cer- 
tainly there is a bleak integrity 
about her in the later stages that is 
preferable to her partner’s rattity 
macho, self-serving cunning, so well 
communicated in Mr Curran’s per- 
formance. Only the tentatively hu- 
manising bond at the end between 
Lisa and her lawyer (Lorcan Cran- 
itch) as he teaches her how to play 
“Jingle Bells” on her toy piano, 
struck the one false, sentimental 
note. The rest, from the spoton cast 
to the evocative set with its doors 
dangling on telegraph wires, is un- 
reservedly recommended. 

Paul Taylor 

3b 6 Feb (0171-565 5000) 
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Still time to 
let a Tessa 
tempt you 


The Tories' tax-exempt savings vehicle is 
near the end of the road. By Rachel ffixsen 


It’s cheaper than you might think to arrange adequate cover for valuables, antiques or collectables, such as these Clarice Cliff plates 


Ph&Meech. 


The art of insurance 

1 

Terrified of displaying your treasures? You don’t need to be. By John Andrew 


P hD and Ruth had a dilem- 
ma For years they- had 
been collecting antiques, 
and they knew that they 
were grossly under-in- 
sured. Their home contents were 
covered by a standard household 
policy; Years ago the insurers had re- 
quired an alarm to be installed and 
quality locks to be fitted to all exte- 
rior doors and windows. The couple 
had no problems with this, which 
they regarded as sensible security 
measures. But they did not like the 
restrictions on the value of certain 
items, mainly silver, which could be 
left out of their safe. And over the 
years this was increasingly ignored. 

They were horrified to discover 
that after a burglary at the home of 
friends, the insurance company 
would not pay out because the 
teenage son had forgotten to set the 
alarm before going to bed. It then 
dawned on Phil and Ruth that de- 
spite paying hefty insurance pre- 
miums, in the event of their suffering 
a break-in their own cover was next 
to useless. Apart from being under- 
insured, they were also in breach of 
the terms of their policy because 
they had more than the permitted 
value of items in a display cabinet 


Realising that their situation was 
foolhardy, they decided to take action 
and approached an insurance 
broker with a company that had a 
thorough understanding of the.an- 
tique and art markets, instead of 
being covered bva standard house- 
hold contents policy, they were now 
insured under a specialised valu- 
ables policy. Much to their surprise, 
they were able considerably to inc- 
rease their cover while reducing 


who can benefit from specialised 
cover. David Needham, of the in- 
surance brokers Needham Jobson, 
considers that most people who 
.have home contents_af £75.000 or 
more could take advantage. 

“This is because at this level 
their contents will ine vitabiy include 
art and antiques," he says. Petty 
criminals find consumer durables 
such as videos more appealing; con- 
sequently the premiums for fine 


high value of contents are less 
likely than average to make false 
claims. They are also more likely to 
be more security-conscious. 

. Do not make the mistake of think- 
ing that the lower premiums for 
spedalised cover mean a lower 
level of sendee. In fact, it is much 
higher than with a standard policy. 

Whether arranged direct with an 
insurance company, or through an 
insurance broker, the client is 


With a specialised policy, the cover of contents is agreed - which 
means claims for losses are met immediately and in full 


their premium. Furthermore, there 
were no restrictions on the value of 
items that could be left on display - 
and they were also covered in the 
event of failing to set the alarm at 
night, or when leaving home. 

Not only were there no annoying 
restrictions, but in the event of an 
item being broken, the company 
would pay for its restoration and re- 
imburse the difference between its 
value before and after restoration. 

It is not just antique collectors 


art are lower The savings can be 
enormous. David Needham says: “In 
central London, with a standard 
policy, £100,000 of cover could cost 
as much as £1,550; with a specialist 
policy it could be as low as £200." 

Insurance companies are in the 
business of making money, so how 
is it that more can be insured for 
less? The main reason is what the 
insurance companies call a reduced 
“moral hazard”. This is a polite way 
of saying that home-owners with a 


treated as an individual- Before a 
quotation is given, the customer will 
be visited at home and their precise 
requirements discussed. While this 
may sound like an unnecessary 
nicety, it allows for an assessment 
of an essential element - the 
insured's lifestyle. A home that 
has people living in it for most of 
the time is less likely to be broken 
into than one which is left unoc- 
cupied during the day, at evenings 
or at weekends. Similarly, a dog or 


good 24-hour porterage in an 
apartment block can keep bur- 
glars at bay. On the other hand, 
home-owners who are casual, in the. 
-sense that they leave windows 
open or aBow unknown workmen in 
the house un supervised, are more 
likely to suffer losses. 

With a specialised policy, the 
cover of contents is on a system of 
agreed values. This means that in 
the majority of cases, any claim for 
losses is met immediately and in ML 
Although not a strict policy in ail 
cases, specialist insurers often 
prefer the contents to be profes- 
sionally valued in cases where (here 
is a high proportion of antiques. 

Since valuers can charge around 
£600 a day for their services, this 
does increase the outlay in the first 
yean However even with this addi- 
tional expense, specialist cover can 
still prove to be less expensive than 
standard cover from year one. 

Insurance companies: Cox Under- 
writing Services Limited 01608 
648000 ; Nordstem Art Insurance 
0171-626-5001. Brokers: Needham 
Jobson & Co 0171-833-8340; Realty 
Insurances 0171-499-7874; HSBC 
Gibbs 0171-661-2386 


TESSAS, OR. tax-exempt special sav- 
ings accounts, will vanish from the 
piaHcet in less than three months. 
The savings account, brought in fay 
the Conservatives in 1991, is due to 
be replaced on 6 April by Labour's 
new tax-exempt savings vehide- the 
Individual Savings Account OSA). 

ISAs, like Tessas, allow you to 
reap tax-free interest on cash 
savings. They also place an annual 
limi t on the amount of new money 
you can invest, but the limit for the 
rash element of an ISA -an ISA can 

also be used iO hold shares and 
insurance - is Iowa: than the Tessa 
limit Savers can put up to £9,000 in 
a Tessa over its five-year term, 
while for the first year only after 
launch the ISA cash limit will be 
£3,000. After that an ISA only allows 
£1,000 a year to be invested in cash. 

It means not only can you save 
more tax free with a Tessa, but any- 
one opening one erf the accounts be- 
fore April win be able to take 
advantage of the overlap between 
the two systems by gaining both 
Tessa and ISA annual allowances. 

“And whsi the Tfessa does mature 

in five years’ time, you can reinvest 
the capital in an ISA, and thM wont 
affect your ISA allowance," says 
Philippa Gee, of the Shrewsbury- 
based independent financial advis- 
ers Gee & Company. 

So ifyouwanta cash investment 
it is still wrath takin g out a Tessa, 
advisers say. 

“Particularly at the moment 
whenihe outlook for shares over the 
next 12 to 1ft months is a little 
uncertain,'* advises Ms Gee. 

When the Tessa matures, the 
capital but not the interest can be 
rolled over into a Tessa-only ISA. 
This wiB be a separate cash invest- 
ment. which will run alongside a 
cash mini-ISA or the cash element 
of a maxi-ISA. 

The annual savings allowance 
may be higher: but Tessas are less 
|-Sesibie- thaH their replacements. 
Once invested, the capital in a Tsssa 
cannot be withdrawn until the five- 
year term is up. If it is, all of the 
interest for the foil term becomes 
taxable. ISAs, on the other hand, can 
be instant-access accounts. 

Most Tessas earn variable inter- 
est, which will probably fall over the 
next five years as the Bank of Eng- 
land cuts interest rates. But a few 
providers offer fixed-rate Tessas. 

“This is certainly worth doing 
since we are in an environment of 
continually felling interest rates,” 
says Philippa Gee. She recommends 
Abbey National's fixed-rate Tessa, 
which pays 5.5 per cent throughout 
the term. 

There can be penalties for switch- 
ing from one Tessa provider to 
another during the term. Some 
providers charge a fee, while others 
withhold up to six months' interest 
Being effectively locked into a Tessa 
over the next five years could be 
quite a problem. 

After April. Ttessas will not be 
offered to new customers, making 


the accounts obsolete. Institutions 
have been known to let interest 
rates become uncompetitive on 
obsolete accounts, F referr ™£ 
instead to boost rates on those 
accounts which are actively mar- 
keted to the public. Providers deny 
that this will happen with Tfessas. 

“People will want to compete for 

roll-over Tessas as and when they 
mature,” says Piers White, retail 
banking director of Fleming Premier 

Banking. “There will be strong com- 
petition to acquire those funds for 
Tessa-oaty ISAs.” 

However; it is siffl wrath choosing 
one, where any penalty for switch- 
ing is sligh t. Birmingham Midshires 
Tessa pays 6.85 per cent interest but 
the penalty far transferringinid-tain 
is the loss of 180 days’ interest This 
could be as much as £190 half-way 
through the tram. 

Alliance & Leicester pays slightly 
less interest, 6.65 per cent but the 
transfer penalty is more lenient at 
60 days’ loss of interest Ipswich 
Building Society requires only seven 
days' notice to transfer funds from 
one of its Tessas. "So clearly we'll 

have to keep rates competitive,” says 

Paul Winter; who is the sales and 


Anyone opening a 
Tessa before April 
will be able to take 
advantage of the 
overlap between the 
two systems. . 


marketing director at Ipswich. 

Opting for a fixed-rate Tessa 
would give some security against 
rates becoming uncompetitive, says 
PMlippa Gee. 

— . Wfaen choosin^a variable-rate 
Tessa, advisers warn against 
simply picking the institution at the 
top of the best-buy table. Piers 
White says that some providers are 
paying Tessa rates significantly 
above bank base rates, which 
means they are making a loss that 
they will be unable to maintain. He 
recommends opting for a provider 
with a record of paying good rates 
across all savings products. 

Tessas are worthwhile only if 
they are held by taxpayers, since 
non-taxpayers do cot have to pay tax 
on their savings. But Ms Gee says 
that couples sometimes seem to for- 
get this, and it is the non-taxpayer 
who holds the Tessa. 

“It is great that people have be- 
come educated to put investments 
into the non-taxpayer's name, but 
not in the case of Tessas," she sqys. 

Gee & Company: 01743 236982; 
Abbey National 01908 344978; 
Ipswich Building Society: 01473 
211021; Fleming Premier Bcmkma: 
08000923300 
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JWf hi 

Saga offers private medical insurance at a 
price you can afford/ providing excellent 
levels of cover for high quality hospital 
treatment whenever you may need it. 

Saga Hospital Care bids farewell to long 
hospital waiting fists 

• Full unlimited cower for aU private in-patient chaigas-t 

• Guaranteed acceptance from age 50 with no upper age 
limit and no medical required 

*5ubjed to pal icy candSans 
t limits da apply la same i 
i$ underwritten by Prime I 

Call Today For a quotation and information pack, call Sago's 
dedicated Customer Care Team at Prime Health on 
01483 553 553 quoting reference M715 
Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays 


trecrimenb Saga Hospital On Plan 
Unrated. 


Sag a Services wouki like fa lend you information about other Saga products and 
services and may pass on your details to other Saga companies far this purpose 




The great dividend dilemma 


HELEN, 31, is a computer 
programmer and, having worked 
as a permanent member of staff 
since leaving university, she 
switched to contracting about six 
months ago. 

Her first contract, for £L200 per 
week, was for three months and 
this has just been renewed. She 
expects this to continue at least 
for another year or two. 

Helen has bought a limited 
company “off the shelf" and the 
contract money goes to the 
company. On her accountant's 
advice she takes an annual salary 
of £6,000 and the rest is paid to her 
as quarterly dividends. This has 
the advantage of saving National 
Insurance (ND contributions, 
which are payable on salary but 
not dividends. 

She and her boyfriend have 
£2,400 for emergencies and 
holidays in a joint instant-acces s 
account Helen also has her own 
account with the Nationwide and 
has built up £8,500 since she 
started contracting. Some of this 
money, howevra; wifi be needed to 
pay tax bills. 

Helen's main concern is about 
pensions. She built up a 
respectable pension fond with her 
last employer (the only one to 


provide a pension scheme) and 
has contracted out of the State 
Earnings Related Pension Scheme 
(SERPS). Now she needs to 
arrange her own plan and has 
come to us for a personal pension 
plan. She feels that she could 
easily afford £400 per month. 

We looked into Helen's company 
scheme and the personal pension 
she used to contract out of SERPS 
(called a “protected rights" plan), 
we also checked the terms and 
rates of her savings accounts. 

Her company scheme was a 
“money purchase” plan. This 
means that she and her former 
employer bad paid into a pension 
fond and this would grow over the 
years and be used to buy an 
income in retirement We reviewed 
the charges and the performance 
record of the investment 
managers who ran the fund. 

For Helen's new pension 
contributions we hit an immediate 
- and not uncommon - problem. 
She is only allowed to put 17.5 per 
cent of her salary into a personal 
pension - dividends must be 
ignored. She could therefore only 
pay £87.50 monthly <17.5 per cent 
of £6,000) - much less than what 
she wanted to contribute and 
needed for a good level of income. 


The Fixers 



FIONA 

PRICE 


One option would be for Helen 
to increase her salary to around 
£25,000 (and reduce her dividends 
accordin gly ). However, this would 
mean higher NI contributions. 

Alternatively Helen could 
consider an executive pension 
plan (EFP), An EPP is similar to a 
personal pension in many ways - 
you buOd up a pension pot with an 
insurance company and the 
charges are similar - but the 
contributions and benefits are 
different as it is considered an 
employer’s pension scheme. 

An EPP allows much higher 
contributions to be paid in by the 
employer; in Helen’s case, around 
£175 pm. If she were to increase 


her salary, to around £14,000. then 
she would be permitted to 
contribute £400 pm. 

Having contracted out of 
SERPS, the Department of Social 
Security (DSS) was rebating some 
of Helen's NI contributions into a 
personal pension of her choice. 
Now her salary was much lower 
than before (as above, dividends 
are ignored), her rebates were 
significantly reduced 
Wfe therefore needed to check 
whether it was still worthwhile 
contracting out - often this is not 
worthwhile on low salaries. We 
also checked the charges and 
performance of the plan. Helen's 
company scheme and protected 
rights personal pension were both 
good arrangements. The charges 
were low and the investment 
performance had been excellent 
We suggested that Helen 
increase her annual salary to 
around £14,000 In order to be able 
to pay £400 monthly into an EPR 
This would mean she would have 
to pay extra NI contributions but 
would be able to save 40 per cent 
tax on her pension contributions. 

It also meant that her DSS rebates 
to her protected rights personal 
pension would increase from 
around £110 to around £450, 


making it worthwhile con tinuing tc 
contract out 

We selected a “level costed” 
plan where the charges are taken 
out evenly over the term of the 
plan. As there are no up-front 
charges Helen would not be 
penalised if she needed to stop, 
reduce or transfer her plan 

We gave serious consideration 

to recommending two schemes 
rather than one. However she 
already had reasonably large 
foods with two other com pani es _ 
with her former employer's 
scheme and her protected rights 
personal pension - so we felt there 
was already an adequate spread. 

Helen was pleased that her 
existing pensions and savings 
were doing well. However she 
hadn't realised the implications c 
paying herself a low salary and 

taking the mainrifn « t - . 



“ ™ “ 01 owioends. Althoii 

tax efficient, this policy caused 
problems with her pension 

pfenmng with some advice, that 

problem has now been minimised. 

1 ^ anQ S in ff director 
“ponaPrtceA Partners, 
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FINANCE 


Budgeting for the future The new golf 


The task of budgeting, usually seen in a negative light, can benefit from more effective 
software which emphasises the need for analysis of future trends. By Roger Trapp 


I n most organisations, 
“budget" is a dirty word. 
Widely perceived as a 
means for headquarters 
staff to control costs, the 
whole process erf budgeting 
in a company inevitably 
tends to be seen in a negative light 
by managers who insist that they are 
given insufficient funds to do what 
they are trying to do. 

But Hyperion Solutions, one of the 
key providers of business analysis 
software, is adamant that this does 
not have to be the case. Indeed, it 
believes that it can help add value 
to a much derided activity. 

The company - created last sum- 
mer hy the merger of Hyperion 
and Arbor - recently carried out 
research in conjunction with 
Financial Director magazine and 
found that many companies were 
not gaining full advantage from the 
budgeting process. 

This failure was attributed to 
"procedural inefficiencies and a 
dearth of specialist IT systems 
capable of harnessing the potential 
of information contained in the 
budgeting process' 1 . 

^ Hyperion feels it can help solve 
both problems. The means is “Pillar 
A”. the latest version of its well 
known software package for bud- 
geting, planning and forecasting. 

The product is, it says, “designed 
to deal with these problems enabling 
finance departments to use the 
budgeting process to improve effi- 
ciency and increase competitive 
advantage in the organisation, while 
reducing the time spent budgeting”. 

Tony Speakman, UK marketing 
director for Hyperion, sees giving 
managers “tools that are sharp 
enough to do the job” as a way of get- 
ting them to look upon budgeting 
: ignore positively. If people at divi- 
sional level are able to “own” the 
modelling process, they are more 
likely to spend time on it he says. 

Moreover increasing involve- 
ment in this way is also likely to re- 
duce the mistakes that have 
traditionally blighted the credibility 
of budgeting exercises. The Pillar 


ia Cook 


software has been available for a 
while, but this latest version should 
enable managers to see more clear- 
ly how their businesses fit within the 
overall corporation. 

As Mr Speakman points out the 
package has a “spreadsheet front 
end” U) make it femfliar to users. But 
“the value is in what underlies it”. 
In short Hyperion makes it easier 
for companies to carry out such 
tasks as remuneration planning, 
sales forecasting and manufactur- 
ing budgeting, as well as allowing for 
more sophisticated analysis of ex- 
isting business and likely trends. 

The company describes how such 
organisations as the financial ser- 
vices group the Halifax has used the 
system to reduce the time spent on 
collecting spreadsheets from a few 
days to as little as three-quarters of 
an hour, while Avon Cosmetics has 
seen it as a method of rationalising 
the budgeting and planning process. 

But the real value of Lhe en- 
hancements goes beyond specific 
enhancements, argues Mr Speak- 
man. Andrew Sawers, editor ofFYn- 
ancial Director, explains that “the 
research drew a worrying picture of 
dissatisfaction with the budgeting 
process, and a lack of ability to utilise 
it properly into the business plan- 
ning process”. 

In particular, it was found that 
more than half the time spent by a 
finance department on the budget 
is in the mechanics of putting it to- 
gether. with only 27 per cent of the 
time spent on analysis and other 
means of adding value. If budgeting 
manages to shake off that onerous 
aspect and become a genuine way 
of looking at the prospects for the 
business - and the best means of 
serving them - it could shed its poor 
image. And if, by using Hyperion's 
packages and other technological 
developments, it becomes more at- 
tractive, it can be used to expand the 
business rather than just as a 
means of reducing costs. 

“We're helping complex busi- 
nesses use technology to develop tbe 
business, rather than fight the num- 
bers,” says Mr Speakman. 



The Chancellor of the Exchequer may ultimately call the tune, but skilled budgeting can make 
the best of a company's assets Mike Moore/DaUy Mirror 


YOU CAN annoy a lot of people 
at the moment just by 
humming “The Girl from 
Ipanema”. Still, it seems fairly 
obvious that if you go around 
punting vast sums of money on 
an economy as stable as 
Brazil's, you've got to expect 
the occasional shake-down. I 
mean, if it were a person 
instead of a country, the bank 
manager would have stepped 
in long ago with the scissors 
and cut up the credit card. But 
there you go: if you’re going to 
borrow, it's always easier to do 
it on an epic and totally 
unrealistic scale. 

Luckily; things seem a little 
calmer this week, even if the 
FX boys still wince at mentions 
of Rio, so there's been the odd 
moment for chatting. Things 
have brightened up on the 
personal front ever since 
Olivier decided to believe the 
story - importantly, the true 
one - of how Jaap's watch 
found its way to my bedside 
table, and having clambered 
out of my pit of despair Fm 
able to notice what's 
happening around me. 

Findlay, our resident 
mathematical genius, is 
normally a quiet type with an 
arid sense of humour; prone to 
making odd little comments in 
such a quiet voice that it takes 
a few seconds before you 
realise he's said anything at 
all, and a few seconds more 
before you realise how funny it 
is. I imagined he spent his 
spare time playing chess or 
writing computer code, but it 
seems I am wrong. BY>r Findlay 
has taken up hang-gliding. 

“It’s excellent You realty 
should give it a go,” he 
enthuses. “It’s so peaceful up 
there. AD this lot” - he waves 
at the screens around us - 
“seems very insignificant" 
Laura and I wince at each 
other The thought of hanging 
from a kite several hundred 
feet from the ground doesn't 
appeal much, and Fm 
surprised Findlay has taken it 
up. Then I remember it's 
practically compulsory these 
days for a single man with a 
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THE TRADER 


City career to take up at least 
one life-threatening sport 
“I can't say I'm in any hurry 
to join in.” 1 tell Laura. “I'd 
spend the whole time thinking 
about Icarus instead of 
'becoming one with the wind', 
as Findlay puts it” 

“Except that Icarus Sew too 
close to the sun,” Laura 
replies. “This is Britain, 
remember. You’d be perfectly 
safe most of the year. Mind 
you, if you fiew too dose to 
Beachy Head, you’d probably 
find some distraught trader 
and that wouldn't be much 
fun." And we settle down to 
consider some of life’s 
mysteries, such as why you'd 
work 14-hour, high-stress days 
so you could retire early and 
then risk all of it by taking up 
some dodgy activity like 
rappelling or hang- gliding 
“Adrenalin junkies,” I say. 
“They get so hooked on the 
stuff because of work that they 
need more and more 
excitement outside as well. So 
they play heart-pounding 
computer games and throw 
themselves off mountains at 
any opportunity.” We murmur 
sagely about how clever we are 
not to spend our money in such 
a rash way, when the head of 
trading appears round the 
corner on one of bis rare visits. 

“Findlay!” he yells. “Ybull 
be joining us all han g-gliding 
again this weekend, I hope?” 
Laura and I look mournfoUy at 
each other. Dangerous sports: 
they’re the new golf. 


~ APPOINTMENTS: ACCOUNTANCY, FINANCIAL, LEGAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES MANAGER 


1 


Economic Development 
Marketing and Tourism 
£28,464 - £30,405 per annum 

The City and County of Swansea has a reputation for being 
one of the most progressive and forward thinking focal 
authorities. 

The Economic Development, Marketing and Tourism Division 
has recently been restructured. As a result we are seeking a 
dynamic, committed and enthusiastic person to fill the newly 
created post of Business Development Services Manager. 

As a key member of the Division's management team, you 
will have excellent motivational skills and will be able to 
demonstrate a thorough understanding of general business 
principles, inward investment marketing and European policies 
and funding. Vbu will also be responsible for tbe delivery of 
Business Connect Services in the Swansea area. 


Application forms and further information are available 
from the: 

Management Services Department, 

City and County of Swansea, 

Room 2.4.3, County Hall, Swansea SA1 3SKL 
Tel: 01792 636675. 

email: personnef.depteswansea 410 v.uk 
Closing date: 28th January 1999. 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA 
DINAS A SIR ABERTAWE 
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A LEADING INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANE 
REQUIRES A SECONDARY LOAN TRADER RESPONSIBLE 
FOR PRICING AND POSITIONING LOANS 
The role will also be responsible tor supporting 
the credit product sales force. 

Applicants must possess: 

■ Degree Qualification 

• Al least three years experience In Loan Trading 

• Extensive Portfolio Management experience 

• Exposure to Credit Risk Management 
interested applicants should forward their C VS to: 
Jta Box 12971, The todapeattant, One Canada Square, 

Canary Wharf, London £14 SQL 


To advertise 
in this section 
please cad 

0171 293 2691. 


SENIOR BUSINESS ANALYST - 
REDHUX 

Lombard Asset Finance Group are looking lo recruit 
an experienced Snr Analyst 10 work with their 
Financial Systems Programme. 

Skills and experience required:- 

• 2-3 yrs business experience < Financial sector or Big 51 

• Planning, delivery and rollout of Oracle Financials 
and Hyperion Enterprise 

■ Cost benefit modelling 

• Process Mapping 

■ Planning and delivery of end user training 
- Budgetary Control and Project Planning 

• Team leadership 

• Effective communication 

■ Customer focussed 

Please reply enclosing resume of career to date lor- 
Kym Devlin, HR Manager. Lombard Asset Finance 
Group, 3 Princess Why. RedhiU, Surrey RH1 1NE 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 
requires TRADER 10 Jain the 
EUROBOND CORPORATE TRADING TEAM 

Responsibilities wili include establishing and executing 
trades, developing interest rale risk strategies and 
establishing arbitrage opportunities. 

Tbe successful candidate will possess, a M3Stcn level 
education, together with a minimum 3-5 yean relevant finance 
markets experience including emerging markets expertise. 
Tbe salary offered is commensurate with experience. 


If you possess the skills required for this position, 
please send your CV to 
P.O. Box 21015A, Islington. London N1 2XQ 


City Investment Firm 

requires 

An Associate In tiie 

European Private Equity Fund of Funds 

Responsibility wilt Include; 

Marketing PDF's products to European and worldwide 
institutions! Investors, identifying pro mi sing kinds 
and conducting due cQjgenee investigations. 

Must be a Graduate wfttt nunlmum two yaan wtevant experience. 
Salary Negotiable. 

S> egopfc ptoam sand yae CV wtt e covering WV is 
Arms Bafanon, Human Resources, AXA IM, 

60 Gracechurch Street, London EC3V OHR. 

Fax: 0171 375 9495 
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highly- r^pefia>^siSry'SveGfi^ -a superb bcjv-ftb package ti-iatT;c'iu;ies 
tionus; -,'ref^ • TevCijra/it, contributory -pension arid enough , 
scope to "iiirirf/ the- tiling ’e5t nmb, 'non. 

' Piease write, enclosing a full CV to: . J' \ . 

• Caroline Coigan. Personnel & Management Services', CIS, 

Milter Srreet. Manchester, M60 OAL 
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FRESHFIELDS 


Corporate Finance 
Lawyers 

Our busy Corporate Finance department needs first rate lawyers to 
join our London office. 

We are looking for qualified lawyers with at least two years 
post-qualification experience and strong academic qualifications who 
will undertake a broad range of top quality work in a 
commercial and progressive firm. Salary and benefits are excellent 

Piease write in confidence, enclosing your CV to: 

Alison Jacobs, Personnel Manager, Freshfields, 65 Fleet Street, 

London, EC4Y 1HS 


Assistant Financial Accountant 


Northern Business KPMG is a leading international firm of accountants and business 
Ana {Leeds) a( j v i sor5 whose Northern Business Areas transactions are- accounted 
for by the finance departments in Manchester and Leeds. An 
opportunity has arisen, primarily within the team based in Leeds, for 
an assistant Financial Accountant. 

The successful applicant will form part of a finance team and be 
involved with reconciliation of inter-office transactions, budgeting, ye; 
end, computation of VAX several monthly tasks and reports as welfai 


Competitive 

Salary 


end, computation of VAX several monthly tasks and reports as well as 
ad hoc projects as required by the management team. 

Candidates must have an accounting degree and ACCA/ACA or 
equivalent qualification as well as experience in the areas outlined. 
Excellent communication and problem-solving skills are essentiaL 
together with a determination to succeed and a flexible approach to 
work. Competent IT skills and kno wl edge of excel, word, computerised 
accounting packages (preferably TETRA) and professional time and 
billing systems are required. Language skills would also be an 
advantage due to the level of contact with overseas offices. 

Apply in writing including fall CV covering letter aad expectation of 
salary to: Sarah Skeech, Human Resources Manager; KPMG, 

St, James Square, Manchester M2 CDS 

Closing Date : 15th February 1999. 
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What the 
chauffeur saw 


PAUL THE chauffeur and I have 
struck up a bit of a friendship, 
mostly because we spend a lot of 
time sitting around with mugs of 
coffee in the kitchen waiting for 
Oscax; who always calls for the 
car an hour before he really 
needs it X wasn't sure about 
Paul at first - thought he was 
pretty dour - but that’s mostly 
because IVe never had a friend 
with a ging er moustache before, 
and I gather now that a ginger 
moustache is almost compulsory 
if you want to join The ~ 
Regiment, which I think is the 
phrase that a particular type of 
soldier uses to avoid saying 
“SAS”. Paul's over 40 now: he 
got out of The Regiment nearly a 
decade ago and set himself up 
as a chauffeur-bodyguard and 
security adviser. 

“Fing is,” he says, “iss all 
abaht ego, inni t?” 

“What do you mean?" 

“Wew," says Paul, who was 
born in Romford and joined the 
army at 16 as an alternative to a 
life of petty crime, “people like 
Mr Katz darn need someone like 
me - vey womp der foil raonty so 
vey can tew vare mates. Borin’ 
for me, but iss mahney, innit?” 

“Mmm.” 

“So arze it going wiv der 
dussv of der vean ven?” 

“Yeah, OK. All the giris in the 
dub have been topping up their 
am tans, and Leeza spent too 
long in a booth and practically 
set fire to herself I don't think 
shell be sitting down for a 
week." 

“Not much good for a lap- 
dancer, is it? r 

“No. She was planning to 
make a raid on the team from 
The Sun and get herself on Page 
Three, but I think she’s going to 
be confined to a pole for the 
duration instead." 

“Got any celebs?" 

“Ooh, loads. We’ve got half the 
staff of Ginger Productions, that 
bloke who used to do the game 
show with the custard pies, two 
blokes who used to do the 
afternoon shows on Radio 1, and 
the guy who fathered Michelle 
Collins’s baby in the sitcom 
about singing telegrams.” 

“You done well, there, girl. 

Got ver full A list" He twinkles 
his eyes at me as he buries his 
nose in his mug. 

Oscar pops his head round 
the door “Paul," he says, “After 
you’ve dropped me off, can you 
come back here and take Trina 
to the jewellers?" 

“Sure, boss," says PauL 
“What time do you fink m be 
getting off tonight, by the way?" 


THE TEMP 


“Ooh,” says Oscar “About half 
a lemon." He doses the door and 
- — goes off to primp Ids hair in the 
bathroom. This takes some time, 
as you need to allow 10 minutes 
for each layer of spray to set 
before adding another 
“Well,” says Paul once the 
door has closed, “That’s Trina 
out of a job, then.” 

“How (fyou know?" 

“Same every time,” says Paul. 
“New girl turns up, Mr Katz 
picks her out, has her on his arm 
for publicity photos for a month, 
gets Ins end away. Then he says 
to me, take her off to the jeweller 
and let her pick out anything she 
wants. The next night she 
comes in to the club all happy, 
liia> and gets given her cards. 

I've seen it a million times.” 

I get chills. 

“But that’s awful" 

“Too right But they fall fur it 
every time." 

“It's tantamount to 
prostitution." 

“Well,” says Paul “That's the 
racket they’re all in, innit?” 

“God. that’s terrible. Someone 
should do something about it." 

“Don't worry" says Paul “I 
have. After the fourth time r d 
had some poor dip in the back of 
the limo, dreaming about her 
future as the fourth Mrs Katz, 
and seen what happened the 
next day, I went down to the 
jeweller where be has his 
account and found out what the 
most expensive thing they sold 
was. Rolex Oyster. So now, when 
I'm taking yer Trinas and Trixies 
off on their shopping expedition, 
I roll down the window and tell 
them exactly whafs going on 
and exactly what to buy. They 
cry and wail and I give them 
tissues, and there's mascara all 
over the upholstery, but every 
single one has taken my advice. 
They’re not stupid, these giris. 
They know they’re going to need 
summat to tide ’em over.” 

This unlikely knight in shining 
armour polishes off his coffee, 
sighs with satisfaction, puts the 
mug on the table. “I’ve cost him 
80 grand so far;" he says. Tm 
hoping to get to at least 100 
before he catches on.” 


I WORK FOR,.. 

STEPHEN NOON IS PA TO ALEX SALMOND MP ( THE LEADER OF THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY 


Stephen Noon: ’Alex has great personal charisma and loves bearing other people's opinions’ 


Neville Elder 
yet already I’ve had the opportun- 


W hen I was younger 
the SNP had only 
7 per cent of the 
vote and were 
generally seen as 
itters and extremists: we used to 
il them the Scottish Nose-Pickers, 
vas always political and joined the 
tung Conservatives while at 
hool because I was impressed by 
catcher's belief that everyone 
■ould stand on their own two feet. 
Gradually I made my conversion. 
'Plying this philosophy to the 
.‘Ottish people who. I believed, 

• ould stop blaming the English for 
erything and learn to take power 
>ck into their own hands. After the 
^appointment of the 1992 genera] 
action 1 joined an organisation 
lied Scotland United and became 
lite radical. I chained myself in 
otest to the Scottish Stone of Des- 
lv in Westminster Abbey and a 
ar later, after the budget^ did the 
me thing to the gates of Downing 
reel Afterwards Alex Salmond in- 
ed us for a drink in the House of 
unmons. He likes people with a 
t of get up and go and non- 
nfornuty, why have conservative 
■ople working for you when your 
■jectives are so radical? 

The SNP are revolutionaries. 

? want to change the destiny of 5 
illion. but those who by to claim 
ks with us on the basis of racial 
irity or some Bravdieart fluff are 
issing the point entirety. I’m not 
nationalist. I am an inter- 
tionalist. Trainspotting was a 
igely influential Sim for my gen- 
ation; our hearts stopped when 
* heard Ewan McGregor’s char- 
. ter say that he hated the Scots for 
? feet that they allowed someone 
« to colonise and rule them. It 
isn't an anti-Scottish or anti- 
itish message: it was just the 
ith, and it made us think 
While working as a guide on the 
'ouls and Ghosts tour in Edin- 
rgh i was asked to join the SNP 
their press officer, who heard my 
e-and-brimstone account of the 
innibal of Canongate. the story' of 
;uy who was eaten alive the day 
2 Union was signed. Since I was 
id\ing 18th-century Scottish his- 
y I worked for the party on a vol- 
tary. part time basis. One of the 
3t things about Alex is that he 
courages his staff to look for 
ent in his young supporters. He 
ked to meet me and let me 
itherto him during a taxi ride to 
s house, and by the time we 
rived he had offered me the job 
part-time personal assistant. I 
>k a year out of university to work 


for him and then got a job in his 
office at the House of Commons 
after graduating. 

Alex is a great motivator because 
you know that however hard you 
work, he is working harder. He will 
blaze at you for two minutes if you 
have done something wrong, but 
then it's forgotten. He also has a 
way of finding out what's going on 
in the office by leaving pauses 
which he knows you will fill. In your 
anxiety- to fill the silence you can end 
up confessing everything, but Tm 
wise to this trick now. 

He has another annoying habit 
of asking a question he knows that 
you don't have the answer to; but 
he also encourages you to challenge 
him. He loves hearing other 
people's opinions, and during a 


shopping trip with his wife, for ex- 
ample. he may spend two hours 
speaking to people in the streets. 
He's able to dominate every room 
he walks into and he has great per- 
sonal charisma. I even got a letter 
from a young chap complaining that 
his girlfriend had a massive crush 
on Alex - apparently she wouldn't 
stop talking about his beautiful 
brown eyes. 

Since the *97 referendum there's 
heon an amazing phony in Scottish 
attitude and confidence. When you 
are in opposition you never really 
have successes, so to have a leader 
who actually wins something gives 
you credibility. Tm convinced that 
within 10 to 15 years Scotland will 
be independent, and the SNP now 
have to change from a wee family 


firm to an international company. 
I enjoy the fact that I never know 
what's going to happen each day. 

I try to get in at about 8am. I read 
the papers, open the mafl, talk with 
journalists, constituents and MPs, 
write several press releases and 
deal with the mechanics of booking 
taxis and lunches and briefing for 
debates. I usually don’t leave until 
about 8pm and I sometimes work 
weekends, which means that it’s 
almost impossible to have a social 
life or a relationship. 

I do occasionally go on a ben den 
clubbing for six hours as a means 
of escape. Some MPs like to go to 
the football to unwind, but I have an 
image of myself as an MP meeting 
my constituents at a club. 

I'm still just a wee laddie of 27, 


ity to change the most important 
piece of Scottish legislation that 
there’s ever been. If the SNP wins 
next year I would hope that my 
ideas would still have access to Alex. 

Politics excites me, but there are 
many other things Fd also like to do 
with my life, such as return to 
South Africa where I spent some 
time working for an anti-apartheid 
Catholic organisation. I was 
brought up by Jesuits ami was 
deeply influenced by liberation 
theology. 

My heroes are the priests of El 
Salvador who were prepared to 
sacrifice tbeir own fives standing up 
to the dictators. 

INTERVIEW BY 

Katie Sampson 


The change in Scotland 

has been ama zing 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: SECRETARIAL, OFFICE SUPPORT »» .m »> 2»5 


-.**■ 

:rE ifis::ru:r 

ajjfr 
•. a . Li a : ■ *. 

INSTITUTE OF REVENUES, RATING AND VALUATION 

REQUIRE 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

The _In>tiui:e. :l:e pryfesssnmil hod\ for people in the public 
and private sector in Iol-.i 1 luxation, is looking to 

appoint a new personal Assistant to its Assistant Director 
Mr Julian Price. 

Thi* is .i rcsrort'.ihSe position and the post holder must have 
advanced secretarial ar.d administrative skills with at least 
the years experience in a senior position. You must he 
willing to work in .» flexible and proiosion.il way You will 
need to re pro} tc rent :n Microvolt Ol flee and specifically 
Word !or Window s 05 

Salary tlfi,5flO: plus benefits 

Closing date for applications is Wednesday 3rd February 1999 
Please telephone for an Information Pack on 0171 S31 3505 
nr E-mail on Enquiries* a irn\org.uk 

Institute of Revenues. Kalins and Nuluation 
41 Dnughrx Street 
London WC1N 2LF 

NO AGENCIES 

Tay /' if': ( t/.'ufi'i vvvr.vi/r/.'iYj employer 


ij Gaxnba of London , ; 

ij Receptionist 

| Secretary 

^ £12H p-». 1 j 

| Tetesafes 

| Administrator ; , 

| £14K pj>. . | 

I Bom onraMHtfe «ur_ •reams ' 

| tab* SBi'tiri P-irk. ■; 
a Cviw^cn • 

i 0181903 8177 


Receptionist 

-05. res Z n-j :u:. -w-.t-itg tiicnev >n (Se 

■•V«-=a = 

Mi - *a~cs rein -Xic" *r! intivdc dealing 
; r -J sr-ti gewei Kmm djtiet 
iwtru: J \Szi r- M.ve vn w.vd wrfh a 
-rd c 3 »d Toiopkow 
is ciscnSoi 

- -■ o rti-.n fetter iij. 

I Tatri Currant 

Marketing 
72 Charlotte Street 
London W 1 P UR 
Fax: 0171 436 4312 


To advertise in this section please call 

Zara White on 017! 323 4492. 


SERENUS 

BRAND DEVELOPMENT 
EXECUTIVE 

Salary + Car + Mobile Telephone 

Se renus International Limited, a rapidly expanding 
brand development consultancy in the akoholic 
beverage industry based in Docklands, is looking 
for a Brand Development Executive to join its 
highly professional sales team. 

The role will be to develop sales and distribution of 
die range of products in key on and off trade 
accounts throughout the UK. Responsibilities to 
include presenting products to key wholesalers, 
sales teams and bar staff; organising and 
implementing tailor-made promotions for 
customers and samplings for trade and consumers. 

The ideal candidate will be pro-active, well 
organised and a strong communicator. The person 
should be wtdl presented ax all times and be free to 
travel Conversational French an advantage. 

Please send your CV and salary details in the 
first instance to the Sales & Marketing 
Director on 0171 536 0360 or telephone on 
0 S 7 1 536 0361. 

No Agencies 


tir.EM 

Language School based Charing Cross 

require S 

receptionist/administrator 

Salary from £13.500 aae 

To deal with adult foreign students in our Busy 
reception office. Must have excellent secretarial 
and organisational skills, tnwwirte Start. 

Please sera Cv iviih covering letter to: 

Graham White, Regent London, 

12 Buckingham Street, 

London WC2N 6DF 

Tel: 0171 872 6620 Fax: 0171 872 6630 


RECEPTIONIST/ 

JUNIOR SECRETARY 

Busy Mayfair sold tors practice is seeling a bright and 
enfhuuastic person to join us in the above capacity. 

Smart appearance aid good telephone manner 
euentid, as is a working knowledge of Word 97, the 
windows environ m ent and typing speeds of 55wpm. 
Duties 10 indude receptionist work, secretarial overflow 
ard audio typing. Salary cc cording to experience 
Te l epho n e Heidi Thompson on 0171 499 3633 

for on in&d discussion. 


OmCE ASSISTANT 

Deeffps/Ait Sfekltorequba competent and presentable 
bdMduel wttfi good tekphont mmnar to perform 
general office duties. Picriota experience an 
advantage. . 

Send tetter and CV toMteW Efa: 


3-7 Rap Street, London. EClR SDR 


TEAM SECRETARY 

flS-IflK PLUS BENEFITS 
Blue Chip Co, City 
W fK, Fwswpoint, 50 wpra 
STAFFWISE plc 
T el: 0171 379 8388 
Fax: 0171 379 6755 

,tC,n>7 



“Legal Eagles” 


mtmwL 

reputed Uraentty 
Salary aae £15-£22k 
HoBxrni + Stratford (Central fine) 

Eipenentf n Rcsnsental Mw C c i nn ^p au i Corwyanc^g LUBancn, 
msuranw Lrtvwncn. 

VTP soerd 6OB0 wpm, exa*tn cvrwer »kBs. 
nc£uTB and sroacw win nun ? years eipenence. 


SenVCVcr 

Fax: 0181 554 0054 amaU: ea « o o M MW®aoLcoa» 
E-Cemraj Jjppt^ gOjyanlg Jtogd. 


JUNIOR LEGAL 
SECRETARY 

teciaed to fnencr, S»1 tar. 
deal oppamavi, ta 
cnoxsasK taoteae. 
ton leaes erf '.vara r aefwnyJ. 
7a .v> c. £i4jaoo xk 

Please send CVwjfl 
cwemghMWBi; 

BewteyHwUnt 

KannaaACO. 

S SL jam'! Sean. 
London SW1T4JU 

Or fir; 0171 <136 4435 
.ac qpr eg, ' 


LEGAL 

SECRETARY 

Rapani tin Prmapal m 
Citr&rm. 3 years' [coal 
seaetaxlal experience and 
wwllmi WP/ aiirtm elm>o 
aieapie>nqDSttB. Salary 

aae. Hce Bmotete only. 

Rease apply with CV 
giving current salary and 
contact ratop&ow no. to: 

HARPERS 

Scliatns and MnatM 
BassttnoHaoM 
ITeSpleAnase 
Loo&ffiEMVIHA 
Far 0171 35J 3333 
(Sinctiy no ogaaciesi 


2 AUDIO 
SECRETARIES 

(feqindbfemolscfiotas 

ttShateBsawk 

tehantudfesL 

•[iwteJgadltascfiffcrd 

e s ser ta tfanTOwpa 

S*Pftt7^D0pa 
Coss data 5299 
Ptease appkn adssno CV If 

RLDaodBflf 

IhraMptlMiSoldOR 

42 NcoerSted. Lanka WIHtHL 


llEGAl SECRETARY 
| £neg 

Required by busy SoTioure 
CSfacwan Harrow. 

| ttusi he able to work on own 
stifelive. be we! organised 
anO have current 
conveyancing experience. 

KnowWgoofWordBs 

also required. 

Ptease call Diane Stewart 
on: 

Tel: mi 422 7171 
\Fax CV la: 0181 72371721 


Pathfinder NILS Trust 


Pathfirxiar Mental Health Services NHS Trust provides a comprehensive 
meraal heahh service to children and adults living in the London boroughs of 
Wandsworth and Merton and a more specialist mental heahh service to a 
wider population. 

Secretary to the Medical Director 

Foil time 

Job Ref: LA/2303.02 

A&C Grade 4 Salary £13.720 - £16,196 inclusive 

Based at Springfield University Hospital, Tooting, the postholder wifl deliver a 
professional secretarial and administrative service to the Medical Director for 
the Trust as well as ensuring smooth communication between the Director 
and external organisations. 

Applicants should be sell motivated and have the ability to work both in 
Isobtkxt as weH as in liaison with other senior professionals within the Trust. 
Audio typing is an essential component of this post. 

For further inform a tion about this post please contact Chire Gould. Business 
Support Manager to die MedkaJ Director on 0181 772 2013. 

ST GEORGE’S EATING DISORDERS SERVICE 

Service Administrator 

Job Ref: LA/3111.010 

A&C Grade 5 Salary £16,196 - £19,248 inclusive 

We are looking for a motivated and dynamic individual to manage she 
atdmimstraoofl of this busy internationally renowned service. You wifl have 
previous significant supervisory experience, possibly with a first line 
management quafificadon. You wii be proficient m the use of Microsoft Ward 
and Excel. An ability to organise a busy team and to respond flexibly to tight 
deadlines is essential. 

Team secretary 

Job Ref: LA/3315.020 

A&C Grade 3 Salary £12,108 - £13.720 inclusive 
W» are also seeking a co m p et e nt Secretary to work as pan of a team on a 
busy inpatient urtic This post u currently based at Atkmson Moriey’s Hospital 
but wiS be moving to S prin gfi e ld Hospital In die Autumn of 1999. You must be 
able to use Microsoft Word and be a cmnpetent Audio- typist. A high level of 
interpersonal skids and phone ddBs are essential This would be a suitable post 
for Individuals seeking to develop a career as a medical secretary. 

For further information about both these posts, please contact Suzrae Miller. 
Business Support Manager on 0181 682 6305. 

Closing date for applications; 3rd February 1999 

Recruitment pads and application forms are available from the 
Human Resources Department, P a thf in der NHS Trust, Springfield 
Hospital, 61 Glenbumie Road, Tboting SWI7 7DJ. Teh 0181 682 6452 
(24 hour a ns werpho ne ). 


PATHUFINDER 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES NHS TRUST 
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New films 


BUTTONEjRS (KNOFUKARI) (NO 

Director Petr Zeienka 

i Starring: Jiri Kcdei. Borijov Navratil 

Skipping without warning from pre Borab 
Hiroshima to the present-day Czech Republic, 
Zdenka's curious &ile portmanteau piece dovetails 
a set of six short-stories, some wacky, some 
sad and ail implicitly concerned with notions 
of forgiveness, community and social tolerance. 
Inevitably. Buttoners is a mixed bag, saddled 
with some duff Forties period details plus 
a smattering of awkward, amateur-night 
performances. Still, no matter Zelenka's droll 
good-humour and airy icfiosyncraries ensure his 
film is emphatically more treat than trick. West 
End: 1CA Cinema 

. j DOB El) MANN (18) 

■*' Director Jan Kounen 

Starring: Vincent Cassel. Tcheky Kaiyo 
Vincent Cassel 's born- to -be- bad gangster struts 
and sneers his way through a gleamingJy 
abstracted Paris. Tcheky Kaiyo’s bad-egg cop 
looks on balefuDy Big guns go off red 
sportscars cruise down open freeways, and lily- 
livered bystanders blub like babies! So this is 
what the new French cinema is all about* 
endless stylised carnage and iconic posing, plus 
a script that's going nowhere fast Knunen's 
en-plem-visage actio ner comes with the 
thumbprints of Reservoir Dogs and Luc Besson 
all over it But there's no wit, no urgency - no 
nothing, really, beyond a few neat set-pieces and 
lots of gurning overacting. Kounen goes a 
bundle on sudden zooming close-ups. West End: 
Clapham Picture House, Metro. Odeun Camden 
Tbwn, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero 

MEET JOE BLACK (15) 

Director Martin Brest 

Starring: Brad Prtt. Anthony Hopkins 

-VL'i Picking Ids way through Brest’s under- 

* < developed overhaul of 13S4’s Death Tbkes a 
Holiday goes Brad Pitt’s aquiline Grim Reaper; 
who gets chaperoned round the everyday 


delights of Planet Earth by Anthony Hopkins's 
dying billionaire. The introductions complete. 
Brest throws in a romance (between Pitt and 
Claire Fbrlani's soulful debutant), a few air- 
brushed life-lessons, then leaves his tale to 
drift along for close on three hours. So while 
Meet Joe Black has a few neat themes, and a 
reliably solid turn from Hopkins, it's too much a 
picture of disparate pieces, each played out to 
their individual lengthy agendas, with no glue 
in the middle, just vapour. Vtfesi End: Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road. Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE OPPOSITE OP SEX (181 

Director Don Roos 

Starring: Christina Ricci. Martin Donovan 
See The Independent Recommends, right. 

West End: Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture 
House, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, Warner 
Village West End 

SOUR GRAPES (15) 

Director Larry David 
Starring: Crad Bierfco, Sieven Weber 
TV wisdom has it that Seinfeld slumped after 
co-creator David bailed out of the show. 
Trimble is, the man's feature-length writing- 
directing effort is no great shakes: a 
Semfeldian comedy of urban neuroses hingeing 
on the familial spat between Craig Bierko's 
jackpot winner and the cousin (Steven Weber) 
who lent him the coins to play the slot-machine. 
The dialogue is honed and witty, the situations 
generally funny and tightly rendered. It's just 
that Sour Gropes slowly runs out of breath the 
further it pushes past the 25-minute length. 
The insistent score and over-eager acting take 
on an increasing whiff of desperation. West End- 
Virgin Trocadero. Warner Village West End 


the Independent Recommend s 

the Five best films The five best plays the Five Best shows 


The Opposite of Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci plays 16-ycar-old biich-on-whccls 
Dcdec. shooting from (he lip and causing all 
kinds »»f haven: when she moves in with her 
mild-mannered brother (Martin Donovan). 
Director Don Roos’s script bristles with 
acidulous one-liners. 

The Truman Show (PG) 

Peter Weir’s ingenious, unsettling fantasy is. in 
ihe end. an escape movie - in ihc case of Truman 
Burbank (Jim Carrey), it's breaking out of the 
round-the-clock TV docu-soap that is his own life. 


n (15) 

Darren Aronofsky's debut 
Irighi ), filmed in sooty 
black-and-white. tells the 
.story of a genius 
mathematician. Tit is stylish 
indie movie fearlessly 
combines Wall Street, 
Jewish mysticism and 
nightmarish headaches. 


Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
cast features WixvJy Allen as a worker ant who 
becomes an unlikely war hero and opponent of 
the colony’s totalitarian regime. Terrific fun. 

The Dream Life of Angels (18) 

Eriek Zonca’s remarkable debut draws its 
strength from the contrasting personalities of Isa 
(Eiotic Boucbcz) and Marie (Naocha Rcznier). 
whose friendship comes alive amid the drab 
environs of Lille. 

Anthony Quinn 



The Invention of Love 

{Theatre Royal. Haymarket) 

A witty, heartbreaking fantasia by Tom 
Stoppard op the twin passions of AE Houstnan: 
scholarship and an unavailable heterosexual 
friend. Top Feb 

Kafka’s Dick 

(Piccadilly Theatre) 

Spiriting Kafka to suburban England, this 
uproarious romp by .Alan Bennett survives 
some peculiar casting in Peter Hall s revival. 

To 26 Feb 

Copenhagen 

(Coccesloe) 

Profound and haunting meditation by Michael 
Frayn on science, morality* and the mysteries of 
human motivation. To 27 Jan 

The Winter’s Tale 

(RSC, Stratford) 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Anton}* Slier in Gregory Doran's Romanov- 
style production. In rep to -I Mar 

Martin 

Marianne r 

Elliott directs 
this sharp new 
play from cult 

Canadian dramatist Brad “Unidentified Human 
Remains" Fraser {above). To 6 Feb 

Paul Taylor 


Andreas Gursky 

(Serpen tine Gallery) 

Photographs 1994-98: wide-vision. high-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas of our world - stock-exchange 
floor, cityscape, airport, alpine valley - images filled 
with more than the eye can see. To 7 Mar 

Grinling Gibbons (V&A) 

The finest chisel-work of the master 17th-century 
wood carver, who made intricacy and die 
abundance of nature bis trademark. To 24 Jan 

Chris Ofili 

(Whitworth Gallery. Manchester) 

This upbeat, 1998 Tbmer Prize-winner creates 
dense, decorative paintings with swirls of dots, 
eyes. Afros, black icons aad balls of elephant 
dung. To 24 Jan 

Bridget Riley 

(Abbot Hall Gallery. Kendal) 

A small retrospective, spanning Riley's career as 
top British abstractionist - from the shimmering 
monochromes of her early Sixties Op An feme, 
to colour, stripes, diagonals, curves. To 31 Jan 

Oppe Watercolour Collection 

(fitz william Museum. 

Cambridge) 

Classic 18th- and 
lOtb-ccntuiy British water- 
colours. including 
Alexander Cozens' blot- 
derived sketches, and works 
by John Sell Coiman. 

Constable and Francis 
Towue {right). To 24 Jan 

Tom Lubbock 


Xan Brooks 


General release 




THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

A trio of interrelated shorts culled from (he 
stories of Irvine Walsh, The Acid House plays out 
in the down-and-dirty landscape of inner-city 
Edinburgh, and darts with brio between a range 
of moods and tones. West End: Odeon Camden 
Town, Ritzy Cinema, Warner Milage West End 

. ANTZ (PG) 

^See Hie Independent Recommends, right West 
End: UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Seventeen-year-old Samirah Makhmalbaf's 
precocious debut stages a true-life re-creation of 
the fortunes of Iran’s Naderi sisters. This is a 
luminous, extraordinaiynrissve from a burgeoning 
Iranian film scene. Wfest End: Metro. Renoir 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY fU) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
pig" into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unlikely saviour of a bunch of assorted waifs. 
West End* Plaza, UCI Whiteleys 

THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 
End- ABC Swiss Centre 

ELIZABETH (15) 

^qghehhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
J story of a fomafo figurehead struggling to gam 
purchase in a male world But Kapur largely 
neglects the opportunities for fun in a story of 
independence triumphing over cruelty West End: 
ABC Ponton Street, Curzon Minema, Odeon 
Mezzanine 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned-off Pentagon warborse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
aO manner of Big Brotbertype trouble. A big. noisy 
and eBecth^y claustrophobic conspiracy thriDen 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Rood, 
OdemCamdenTcnm\OdeonKensingUm, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road 

LITTLE VOICE 05) 

Holed up in her bedroom, timid Jane Horrocks 
perfects strident Shiriey Bassey/Judy Garland 
impersonations when she falls in with Michael 
Caine's sleazy impresario. Though bitty at ti mes , 

' 'utdeVoice is redeemed by bracing black comedy, 
Horrocks’s vocal pyrotechnics, plus a marvePousjy 
weighted turn from Caine. West End* ABC Tot- 
tenham Court Road, Barbican Screen, Chelsea 
Cinema, Clccpham Picture House, Curzon May- 
fair, Odeon Camden Ibum, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage. Odeon 
West End, Renoir, Ritzy Cinema, Screencn Baker 
Street, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This swashbuckler gallops full-speed through 
19th-century California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas’s authentically Hispanic do-goodec 
West End* Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mezzanine, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whitdeys, Virgin 

FuIhcmiRDad,Virgin , IhocxuIero,ViarnerVykige 

West End 

OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

George Clooney plays the law-breaking hero as 
a down-and-dirty version of Cary Grant, and turns 
in the best performance of his career so fan 
WestEnd-Pkaa,VbginChe^ . 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney reheating 
its 1961 heart-warmer into a cross-cultural caper 
starring Lindsay Lohan as the separated-at- 
^rirth twin sisters determined to get their parents 
(Natasha Richardson, Dennis Quaid) back 
together West End: Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage 

% OT < 1S > . . ^ ! 

See The Independent Recommends, right west 
End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, Curzon Soho, ■ 
Gate Netting Hill, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on the I 
Green, Screen on the UUl '■ 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In planning his cartoon life of Moses, DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzedberg envisaged it "painted 
r by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean”. The end result winds up as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
Technicolor Dreamcoat West End: Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whitdeys,VhymFhdhamIhxuLMrgmTrocadero 

PSYCHO (15) 

Gus Van Sants shot-by-shotftpcho reconstruction 
is a bizarre undertaking Hefty Vince Vaughn 
stands in for twiteby Anthony Perkins, and Anne 
Heche for Janet Leigh. Meantime. Van Sant 
simply runs through a karaoke cover-version of 
the Hitchcock classic; a pitch-perfect bit of movie 
mimicry which has a definite curiosity value 
without ever adding up to much more besides. 
West End: Empire Leicester Square, Odeon . 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington. Odeon 
Marbie Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Haymarket 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Dicker star in this hit-and- 
miss affair. Whst End: Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End 

THE SIEGE (15) 

A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics. The Siege winds 
up a hopelessly fingers -aiid-thumbs affair The 
plot gets draped with all manner of garbled 
goings-on as Denzel Washington’s FBI man 
rubs shoulders with Bruce Willis’s army renegade. 
West End: Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage. UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

SITCOM (18) 

Someone ought to introduce Francois Qzon to a 
good editor The debating French film-maker is 
clearly a man of talent, but, in Sitcom, he lets his 
ideas maraud madly off the leash. In this 
scattergun satire of middle-class mores, Ozon 
takes abundant pleasure in dismantiinga standard 
nuclear family. The result is sharp, savage and 
funny one moment and indulgent the next West 
End: Curzon Minema, Curzon Soho 

STAR TREK: INSURRECTION (PG) 

A belated Christmas gift for Ikekkies the land 
over; Insurrection bits the cinemas staffed with 
in-the-know and wrapped up in more cornball 

romance than we're used ta The nominal story 
sees PatrickStewart's do-goofing captain tangling 
with villainous F Murray Ahraham, wbo’s hatched 
a schane to take over a planet of perpetual youth. 
West End: Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero 

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Ben Stiller Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star 
in this latest comedy from the pathologically 
tasteless writer-director team of Peter and 
Bobby Farrelly. The film is basically a soft- 
centred romantic comedy of the land that drifts 
out of Hollywood on a regular basis. The gags 
sever amount to more than vulgar icing on an 
unexeptionally bland cake. West End: ABC 
Piccadilty, Odeon Mezzanine 

TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (PG) 

The immcrtal 1 ^ knowhow^ 
fine aside, lb Heme and Hare Not has come to be 
more regarded for its behind-the-scenes history 
than its narrative content Bogart is the Martinique- 
based skipper sandwiched between the Vichy 
government and the Free French resistance. 
West End: Curzon Soho 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The hidependertt Ttecommends, right West 
End Plaza 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Williams perfects a lopsided simper as the 
deed chappie who lights out to aaxHmpresskraist 
heaven, before jetting southward to rescue his 
sidad&brida West End ABC Shafle&Mry Avenue 


Cinema 

west End 

ABC BAKER STREET 

(0870-902 0418) e Baker Street 
Closed 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) O Piccadilty 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 
5.10pm. 8.10pm The Last Days 
of Disco 1.10pm, 3.40pm. 6pm. 
8.25pm Lock, Stock & IWo 
Smoking Barrels 1.10pm, 

3.35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm My Name 
Is Joe 1,10pm. 3.35pm. 

6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC PfCCADIUY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm)} 
O Piccadilly Grcus Hamam: 
The Turkish Bath (II Bagno Turco 
Hammam) 1 ,25pm. 3.50pm. 

6.10pm. 8.35pm There’s 

Something about Mary l .05pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

• (0870-902 0402) O Leicester 
5quare/fottenham Court Road 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
. 1 -40pm. 4. 1 0pm. 6.40pm, 

8.55pm What Dreams May 
Come l .05pm. 3.40pm. 

6.05pm. 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
Square/Plctadiity Grcus Buffalo 
66 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm The Eel (Unagi) 
4pm, 8.40pm The Governess 
1.45pm, 6.25pm On Connait 
la Chanson 1pm, 3.20pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm La Vie Revee 
Des Anges (The Dream Life of 
Angels) 1 .25pm. 3.45pm, 

6.25pm. 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road Enemy of the State 
1.05pm. 3.45pm, 6.25pm, 

9.10pm Little Voice 1.25pm, 
3.55pm, 7pm. 9.2Spm it (PI) 
1.20pm, 3.25pm, 5.25pm, 

7.30pm, 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) O Moorgate/ 
Barbican Little Voice 6.15pm, 
8.40pm The Opposite of Sex 
6.15pm, 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) & Sloane 

Square Little Voice 2.20pm, 
4.30pm, 6.40pm, 9pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) ■©■ Clapham 
Common Dobermann 2.45pm. 
5pm, 7.1 5pm, 9.30pm Uttfe 
Voice 2.30pm. 4.45pm, 

7pm, 9.15pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 

6.45pm. 9pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) ^ Green Park 
Little Voice 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) ■& Hyde Park 
Corner/Knights bridge Elizabeth 
2.30pm, 6.30pm Sitcom 

4.50pm, 8.50pm 

1 CURZON SOHO 

, (0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm}| 
e- Leicester Square/Tbttenham 
Court Road W (Pi) 1pm. 
3pm. 5pm. 7pm, 9pm Sitcom 
1 ,30pm. 3.30pm. 5.30pm. 

7.30pm, 9.30pm To Have and 
Have Not 2.30pm, 4.45pm. 

7.10pm. 9.20pm 

ELEPHANT 6e CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) ^ Elephant 
& Castle Enemy of the 
State 3pm, 5.45pm, 8.20pm 
Meet Joe Black 3.30pm, 
7.25pm The Siege 3.35pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 


1CA CINEMA RIO CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) BR/^ Charing (0171-254 6677) BR: Dalsron 

Goss But toners (Knofflkari) Kingsiand Closed for 

5pm. 7pm. 9pm Carnival of refurbishment. Re-opening July 

Souls 8.30pm 1999 


Cinema 

London Locals 


METRO 

(0171-734 1506) e Piccadilty 
Grcus/Letcester Square The 
Apple (Sib) 3pm, 5pm. 7pm (not 
Wed). 9pm Dobermann 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) O Notting Hill 
Gate Enemy of the State 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) ■©■ Camden Town 
Dobermann 12.35pm. 2.35pm, 
4.35pm. 6.55pm. 9.10pm 

Enemy of the State 12.30pm. 
6pm Uttle Voice 12.45pm. 
3.15pm. 5.45pm. 3,40pm 

Psycho 3.30pm. 9pm The 
Siege 12.15pm. 2.45pm. 

5.20pm. 8.25pm Scar Trek: 

Insurrection 1 2noon, 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) & Piccadilly 

Grcus Closed for refurbishment 
until further notice. 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) O High Street 
Kensington Enemy of the 

State 12noon, 3pm. 6.05pm, 
9.10pm Uttle Voice 1.45pm, 
4.20pm, 6.55pm, 9.30pm 

The Mask of Zorro 2.55pm. 
6.05pm, 9.15pm Meet Joe 

Black 12.45pm. 4.40pm. 8.35pm 
Psycho 1.35pm, 9.40pm 

The Siege 12.40pm. 3.35pm, 
6.30pm. 9.25pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 4.20pm. 7pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
5quare The Siege 12.55pm, 
3.35pm, 5,55pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) O Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 12.15pm. 
3.10pm, 6.05pm. 9pm Uttle 
Vbice 1.25pm, 3.55pm. 6.35pm. 
9.10pm Meet Joe Black 
12. 40pm. 4.30pm. 8.25pm 

Psycho l.25pm, 6.35pm The 
Siege 12.15pm. 3.10pm, 

6.05pm, 9.05pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 3.55pm, 9.10pm 

OOEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.30pm. 
3pm, 5.30pm. 8.10pm Lock, 
Stock 6 Two Smoking Barrels 
1.20pm, 3.50pm. 6.1 0pm, 

8.35pm The Mask of Zorro 

2.30pm, 5.15pm, 8.1 0pm 

Ronto 2.45pm. 5.S0pm, 

8.20pm There’s Something 


3.35pm, 


EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) e Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 
I2noon. 3.45pm, 7.45pm The 
i Prince of Egypt 1pm. 3.30pm. 

! 6pm. fl.30pm Psyche ] 2.45pm. 

, 3.15pm, 6.15pm, 8.45pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043} & Notdng Hill 
Gate it (PI) 3.15pm, 5.15pm. 
7.15pm, 9,15pm 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) O Rauenscourt 
Park/Hammersmith Enemy 
of the State 3pm. 6.1 0pm. 
9.10pm Little Vbice 1.20pm, 
3.50pm, 6.30pm, 9pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.50pm. 4.30pm, 

8.10pm The Siege 12.45pm. 
3.15pm. 6.30pm, 9.05pm 


2.30pm, 5.15pm, 8.1 0pm 

Ronln 2.45pm. 5.S0pm, 

8.20pm There’s Something 
about Mary 12.40pm. 3.10pm. 
5.40pm. 8.15pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) e Swiss 
Cottage Enemy of the State 
12.10pm, 2.50pm, 5.35pm. 

8.20pm The Land Girls 1.15pm, 
3.45pm, 6.20pm Uttle Voice 
1.20pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 

8.45pm The Mask of Zorro 
2pm, 5.10pm, 8.10pm Meet 
Joe Black I2.15pm. 3.50pm. 
7.30pm Psycho 8.40pm The 
Siege 12.30pm. 3.10pm, 

5.50pm, 8.25pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O- Leicester 
Square Enemy of the State 
1 2.05pm. 2.45pm. 5.30pm, 

8.25pm Uttle Vbice 1.55pm. 
4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.55pm 

PEPSI UHAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 12.35pm. 
2.40pm, 4.45pm. 7pm, 9.05pm 
T-Reic Back to the 
Cretaceous (3-D) 1 1 ,30am. 

1.35pm, 3.40pm. 5.45pm. 

8pm. 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) O East Finchley 
Uttle Voice 2pm, 4.15pm, 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 

Grcus Babe: Pig In the 
City 12.45pm. 3 -25pm Out 

Of Sight 5.50pm. 8.25pm 

Saving Private Ryan 3pm. 
7.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.30pm, 4pm. '6.30pm, 9pm 
The Truman Show 1 pm. 3.15pm. 
6.15pm, 8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell 
Square The Apple (Sib) I pm. 
2.55pm. 4.50pm, 6.45pm, 

8.45pm Little Voice 2.15pm. 
4.25pm. 6.35pm. 9pm 


RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/O Britton 
The Acid House 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9.15pm Enemy of 

The State 4.35pm. 9.25pm 

Uttle Voice 12.55pm. 3pm. 
5.15pm, 7.25pm. 9.30pm On 
Connait la Chanson 2pm The 
Opposite of Sex 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm. 9.20pm It (Pi) 
1pm. 3.10pm. 5.20pm, 7.20pm. 
9.35pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.25pm. 7.10pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) O Baker Screet 
Little Voice 2.50pm. 4.55pm, 
7pm. 9.05pm The Opposite of 
Sex 2.25pm. 4.30pm. 

6 40pm. 8.55pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) «■ Angel/ 

Highbury 6 Islington it (Pi) 
3.05pm. 5.05pm. 7.05pm. 9.05pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) O Befslze Park 
it (Pi) 3.10pm. 5.10pm. 

7.10pm, 9.10pm 

THE TRICYCLE CINEMA 

(0171-328 1000) e KUbum The 
Fountainhead Thu 3pm Uttle 
Voice 6.30pm. 8.45pm (+ Short 
Kings of Sam with 8.45pm 
performance only) 

UCI WHITELEYS 
(0990-888990) O Bayswater/ 
Queensway Enemy of the 
State 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 9.10pm 
Uttle Voice 3.40pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm The Mask of Zorro 
3pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.40pm. 8.30pm The 

Opposite of Sex 4.10pm. 
6.40pm. 9pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2.40pm. 5pm Psycho 
7.20pm. 9.40pm The Siege 

4pm. 6.50pm. 9.30pm Star 

Trek: Insurrection 4.30pm. 

7pm, 9.20pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) O Sloane 

Square/Soutfi Kensington 

Dobermann 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 
9.25pm Enemy of the State 
2.15pm, 5.15pm, 8.45pm Out of 
Sight 2.45pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
The Siege 12.45pm. 3.30pm, 
6.15pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) -B South 

Kensington Enemy of the State 
1.10pm. 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 

9.20pm Uttle Vbice 12.40pm. 
2.45pm, 5.10pm. 7.20pm, 

9.30pm The Mask or Zorro 
12.20pm, 3.10pm. 6.10pm. 

9.10pm Meet Joe Black 1pm. 
4.30pm. 8.15pm The Opposite 
of Sex 1.30pm, 4pm, 6.20pm. 
9pm The Prince Of Egypt 
12.50pm. 3.20pm, 6pm Star 
TTek: Insurrection 8.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) O Piccadilly 
Grcus My Name Is Joe 
12.55pm. 3.40pm, 6.15pm. 

8.45pm Psycho 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6. 1 0pm. 8.35pm What 
Dreams May Come 2pm. 

5.15pm, 8.15pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Antz 1 2.20pm, 2.10pm. 
4,05pm Dobermann 12.T0pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm, 7.10pm, 

9.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
12nooit. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 

8.30pm Meet Joe Black 

12.30pm. 4.20pm. 8pm Out of 
Sight 6.15pm. 8.50pm The 

Prince of Egypt 1 2noon. 
2.05pm. 4. 1 0pm Rush Hour 
6.30pm, 9pm Sour Grapes 
12.10pm. 2.20pm. 4.40pm, 

7pm. 9.10pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 1pm. 3.40pm. 

6.40pm, 9.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester 
Square The Acid House 
1.30pm, 4pm, 6.40pm Blade 
9.30pm Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.15pm, 

3.50pm. 6pm. 8.20pm 

The Mask of Zorro 12.1 0pm, 
3pm. 5.50pm, 9pm The 
Negotiator 11.40am. 2.40pm, 
5.40pm, 8.40pm The Opposite 
of Sex I pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 
8.50pm A Perfect Murder 
1.10pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 

9. 1 0pm Rush Hour 1 .40pm. 
4.10pm, 6.50pm, 9.20pm Sour 
Grapes 12.30pm, 3.10pm, 

6.10pm. 8.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 12.50pm, 3.30pm. 
6.35pm. 9.05pm. 


ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) O Park Royal 
Enemy of the State 12.20pm, 
3.20pm. 6.20pm, 8.40pm. 9.20pm 
Utdelfolce 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 6pm, 
8.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.30pm. 330pm. 6.30pm. 9.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 1.20pm. 5.10pm, 
8.50pm My Name Is Joe 7 ,40pm 
The Parent Hrap 12.35pm, 3.10pm 
The Prince of Egypt 12.40pm. 3pm, 
5.20pm Psycho 10.10pm Rush 
Hour 2.30pm. 5.05pm. 7.30pm. 
10pm The Siege 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
7pm. 9.50pm Star Itek: Insurrec- 
tion 1.10pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 6.10pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) & High 
Barnet Enemy of the State 
12.25pm, 3.10pm. 6.05pm, 8.35pm 
Little Voice 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm. 4.15pm. 7.45pm Psycho 
8.55pm The Siege 1pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.40pm Star Itek: insur- 
rection 12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6.30pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 90204 1 2) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Enemy of the State 
2pm. 5.30pm. 8.15pm Meet Joe 
Black 1 .20pm, 7 30pm The Prince 
of Egypt 5pm Psycho 8.30pm 
Star Itek: Insurrection 1.1 0pm. 
3.45pm. 6.10pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bexleyheath Enemy of the 
State 12.20pm. 3pm. 5.55pm. 
6.55pm, 8.30pm. 9.30pm Fire 
3.15pm, 9.50pm Jhoole Bole 
Kauwa Kaate 1.45pm, 8.45pm 
Uttle Voice I2.10pm. 2.30pm. 
4.50pm, 7.05pm. 9.20pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1pm. 3.50pm, 
6.40pm, 9.25pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm. 4.15pm, 7.45pm 

Mehndi 5.15pm The Parent Trap 
1.30pm. 4.10pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1.10pm, 5.25pm Psycho 
7.35pm The Siege 1.15pm, 4pm. 
6.25pm. 9.15pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection I2noor», 2.15pm. 4.45pm. 
7.15pm, 9.45pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) 

BR: Bromley NortlVBromley South 
Enemy of the State 12.45pm. 
6pm Little Vbke 2.30pm. 4.40pm. 
6.45pm, 9pm Meet Joe Black 
12.15pm, 3.50pm, 7.35pm The 
Siege 3.25pm, S.45pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.25pm. 3.55pm, 
6.20pm. 8.55pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catford. 
Enemy of the State 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm The Siege 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.30pm, 6pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR- Croydon West/East Utde Vbice 
4pm, 6. 1 5pm, 8.30pm (+ Whoosh) 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Enemy of 
the State 3.30pm, 6.30pm, 

9.30pm Uttle Voice 2.10pm. 
4.30pm. 6.50pm, 9.10pm The 
Mask of Zorro 2.40pm. 5.40pm, 
8.30pm Meet Joe Black 1pm, 
4,50pm, 8.40pm My Name Is Joe 
7.10pm The Parent Trap 1.20pm, 
4.10pm The Prince oF Egypt 
2.20pm. 4.40pm Psycho 9.40pm 
Rush Hour 9.50pm The Siege 
1 .10pm, 3.50pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm 
Star Ttek: Insurrection 1.40pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm, 9pm What Dreams 
May Come 7pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) ■& Dagenham Heathway 
Enemy of the State 12.40pm, 
3.30pm, 6.20pm. 9.20pm Uttle 
Vbice 2pm. 4.20pm, 7pm. 
9.30pm The Mask of Zorro 3pm, 
5.59pm, 8.50pm Meet Joe Black 
1 2.30pm. 4.30pm, 8.30pm My 
Name Is Joe 8.40pm The Parent 
trap 3. 1 5pm The Prince of Egypt 
2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7.10pm Psycho 
9.50pm Rush Hour 2.30pm. 5pm. 
7.20pm. 9.40pm The Siege 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Star 
Upefc Insurrection 1 40pm, 4.10pm, 
6.40pm, 9.10pm What Dreams 
May Come 6.10pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/O* Ealing Broadway 
Enemy of the State 8.40pm Uttle 
Voice 12.45pm, 3.10pm, 6pm. 
8,30pm Meet Joe Black. 1 2.50pm, 
4.30pm. 8.10pm Star Trek; Insur- 
rection 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm 


EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) O Tottenham Hale Antz 
4.30pm Babe*. Pig In the 
Gty 4.50pm Enemy of (he State 
3pm. 6pm. 6.50pm, 9.10pm. 
9.45pm Jhoole Bole Kauwa 
Kaate 9pm The Land Girts 5.45pm 
Little Voice 3.50pm, 6.20pm. 
8.50pm The Mask of Zorro 
3.15pm. 6.25pm, 9.30pm 

Meet Joe Black 4.05pm, 7,50pm 
The Opposite of Sex 3.25pm. 
5.55pm. 8.30pm The Parent 
Ttep 3.10pm, 6.10pm The Prince 
of Egypt 3.30pm Psycho 
4.40pm, 7.05pm, 9.35pm Rush 
Hour 7.15pm. 10pm The Siege 
4pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm Star 
Ttek: Insurrection 3.40pm. 
6.35pm. 9.05pm What Dreams 
May Come 8.40pm 

FELTHAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Fdtham Enemy of 
the State 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 7pm. 9.10pm. 9.50pm 
Hum Aapke Hain Koun..! 11am. 
12.30pm. 2.30pm, 4pm, 6pm. 
7.30pm. 9.30pm Kuch Kicti Hota 
Hai 11.10am. 2.40pm, 6.10pm. 
9.40pm Uttle Voice I2noon. 
2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7.10pm, 9.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1 2.05pm, 3pm. 
6pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 
1pm. 4.30pm. 8pm The Opposite 
of Sex 1 1.30am. 2pm, 4.30pm, 
7pm. 9.30pm The Parent Trap 
1 1 .20am. 1 .50pm. 4.30pm 

The Prince of Egypt 11.30am. 
1.30pm, 3.45pm, 6pm Psycho 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 5pm, 7.30pm, 
9.50pm Rush Hour 8pm, 
1 0.1 5pm The Siege 1.15pm, 4pm, 
6.45pm, 9.30pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection l2noon. 2.15pm. 4.45pm. 
7.10pm. 9.35pm What Dreams 
May Come 12.30pm, 6.30pm 
Zakhm 3pm. 8.55pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WAJtNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) 6 East Finchley /Finchley 
Central Enemy of the State 3pm, 
6pm, 9pm Uttle Vbice 1.30pm, 
3.50pm. 6.30pm, 8.S0pm The 
Mask of Zorro 3.10pm, 6.10pm, 
9.20pm Meet Joe Black 1pm. 
4.40pm, 8.30pm My Name is Joe 
7.20pm The Parent Trap 1 ,10pm, 
4pm The Prince of Egypt 1 ,50pm. 
4.30pm Psycho 9,50pm Rush Hour 
7A0pm. 9.30pm The Siege 
1 .20pm. 4.20pm, 6.50pm, 9.40pm 
Star Ttek: Insurrection 1.40pm, 
4.10pm, 6.40pm, 9.10pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3110) •©■ Finchley Road Enemy of 
the State 1pm, 3.30pm. 6.20pm, 
9.20pm Uttle Voice 1 ,50pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm, 9pm The Mask of Zbrro 
4.20pm. 7.10pm, 10pm Meet Joe 
Blade 1 .25pm. 5.05pm. 8.45pm The 
Opposite of Sex 2.20pm, 4.40pm, 
7.20pm. 9.50pm Psycho 10.20pm 
The Siege I.30pm. 4.10pm, 
6.50pm, 7.10pm. 9.40pm Sour 
Grapes 7.45pm Star Trek.* Insur- 
rection 2.10pm. 4.50pm. 7.30pm. 

1 0. 1 0pm What Dreams May Come 
2.30pm. 5.15pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 
ABC (0181-455 1724) © Golden; 
Green Meet Joe Black 
2.45pm. 7.25pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) 

BR: Greenwich Enemy of the State 
3.40pm. 6. 1 5pm. 9pm Little Voice 
4.55pm, 7pm. 9.05pm My Name Is 
Joe 8.50pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
4.50pm. 8.50pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) -B Betelze 
Park Enemy of the State 8.15pm 
Uttle Voice 2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm 
8.45pm Meet Joe Black 3pm! 
7.20pm Star Trek: Insurrection. 
2.40pm, 5.50pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (Dl 81 -426 0303) 
f Harrow on the Hill/Harrow & 
Wealdstone Doll Safake Rakhna 

{Astan nun) 

1 .30pm Zakham 8.45pm ' 

WARNER VILLAGE {0181-437 
9009} ^ Harrow on the Hill 
Enemy of the Stats 1 2.1 0 pm 
9pm Uttle Voice 
1 .40pm. 4.05pm, 6.30pm. 8.40om 
The Mask of Zorro 1 1 , 45 ^? 
ZAOpm. 535pm, 8,30pm Meet joe 
Black I pm. 4.40pm, 8.20nm 
My Name !s Joe t J«E 
The ^ Opposite of Sex 1 1.50m 

*-30pm. 7.20ml; 

The Parent Trap l.lOpm. 

ta* 




1 








16/LISTINGS 


HOLLOWAY 

OP EON (08705-050007) © Hol- 
loway Road/ Archway Enemy of Che 
State 3.50pm. 5.40pm, 8.30pm 
Little Voice 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm, 8.50pm The Mask 
of Zorro 2.15pm, 5.20pm, 
8.15pm Meet Joe Black 
12.20pm, 4pm. 7.40pm Psycho 
1.05pm. 3.25pm. 6pm, 9pm 
Rush Hour 1.40pm, 4.05pm, 
6.30pm, 8.55pm The Siege 
12.25pm. 3.10pm. 6pm, 8.45pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 1.15pm, 
3.45pm, 6.20pm. 8.50pm 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) » Putney 
Bridge. BR: Putney. Enemy of the 
State 6pm, 9pm Little Voice 
1.15pm, 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 8.30pm 
Meet Joe Black I pm. 4.45pm, 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1pm. 3.30pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/© 
Richmond Little Voice 2pm. 


4.20pm. 7pm, 9.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.20pm, 4.30pm, 8.20pm 


Black 1 2.20pm. 4.30pm, 8.20pm 
The Siege 12.40pm. 3.20pm, 
5.20pm. 9.10pm 


ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/© Richmond Enemy of the 
State 3pm, 6pm, 9pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2. JOpm. 4.20pm 
Psycho 6.30pm. 9.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1 .30pm. 4pm, 6.50pm. 
9.30pm 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Enemy of the State 8.10pm 
Meet Joe Black 2.20pm. 
/.20pm Psycho 2.30pm, 5.55pm. 
8.25pm Star Thek: Insurrection 
2.15pm. 5.40pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR: Romford Enemy of die 
State 12.30pm. 3.10pm, 5.45pm. 
8.30pm The Land Girls 6.30pm 
little Voice 1.30pm, 4pm, 6.15pm. 
8.40pm The Mask of Zorro 
2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.1 5pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.30pm. 4pm. 7.30pm 
The Parent Trap 12.45pm. 3.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1.45pm 
Psycho 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 
Rush Hour 8.50pm The Siege 
12.45pm, 3.1 5pm. 5.50pm, 8.20pm 
5tar Trek: Insurrection 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
Meet Joe Black 3.15pm, 7.15pm 
Psycho 8. 30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 6pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crick- 
lewood Enemy of the State 3pm, 
5.50pm. 8.45pm Little Voice 
2.10pm. 4.25pm, 6.50pm. 9.15pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.45pm. 4.30pm. 
8.15pm The Prince of Egypt 
2.25pm, 4.40pm Psycho 8.45pm 
Rush Hour 7pm, 9.20pm The Siege 
1.15pm, 3.50pm. 6.35pm. 9.15pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6.15pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) 

BR/©5tratford East Enemy of the 
State 2.30pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm 
Little Voice 1.35pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.30pm Meet Joe Black 
1.30pm. 4.45pm. 8pm Psycho 
4pm. 9pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2pm. 6.30pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 1.40pm Meet 
Joe Black 3.40pm. 7.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.50pm Psycho 
2.20pm, 5.55pm, 8.25pm 

Star Trek: Insurrection 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm 


ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill/© Brixton/Clapham 
Common Enemy of the State 
12.10pm. 2.55pm. 5.40pm. 8.25pm 
Little Voice 1 .20pm, 3.40pm, 6pm. 
3.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.15pm, 2.20pm, 4.30pm Rush 
Hour 6.35pm, 8.45pm The Siege 
1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.40pm Star 
Trek: insurrection 1 .30pm. 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 8.30pm 


SURREY QUAYS 
UC1 (0990 888990) © Surrey 
Guays Babe: Pig In the Gty 4.50pm 
Enemy of the State 3.10pm. 
6pm. 8.50pm Little Voice 4pm, 
6.10pm. 8.25pm The Mask oF 
Zorro 3pm, 5.50pm, 9pm Meet 
Joe Black 4.20pm, 8.10pm 

Psycho 7.05pm. 9.40pm The Siege 
3.30pm. 6.20pm. 9.10pm 

Star TTek: Insurrection 4.10pm. 
6.50pm, 9.30pm 


SUTTON 

UC1 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
ton/^ Worden Enemy of the State 
3.25pm. 6.1 5pm, 9pm Little Voice 
3.40pm. 6pm. 8.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 3.55pm, 6.45pm Meet 
Joe Black 4,25pm. 8pm Psycho 
9 45pm The Siege 4.10pm, 7pm. 
9.30pm star frisk: Insurrection 
4.40pm. 6.55pm. 9.15pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) 
© Turnpike Lane Enemy of the State 
3pm. 5.45pm, 8.20pm Meet Joe 
Slack 3.30pm, 7.25pm Psycho 
6.10pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4pm. 6.20pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
© Uxbridge Meet Joe Black 
12.15pm, 3.50pm. 7.25pm The 
Siege 5.50pm. S.50pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection l.iOpm, 3.25pm 


ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) © Gants 
Hill Dancing at Lughnasa 
5.50pm Enemy of the State 
12.10pm. 3pm, 8.10pm 

Little Voice 1.50pm. 4.1 0pm. 
6.30pm. 8.50pm Meet Joe Black 
!2naon, 3.40pm. 7.20pm Psycho 
3 40pm The 5iege 12.10pm. 
2.50pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm, 
3.45pm. 6.15pm 


ISLE OF DOGS 

THE SPACE AKT5 CENTRE (01 7 1 - 
515 2453) DLJfc Mudchute Death 
And the Maiden 8pm 


KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Enemy of the State 
2.25pm. 5.15pm, 8.05pm Meet Joe 
Black 2.15pm. 7.15pm Psycho 
8.25pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.15pm. 6.05pm 


MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) © Hfgh- 
gate Enemy of the State 3.45pm, 
8.30pm Meet Joe Black 1 2.40pm, 
4.10pm. 4.10pm. 7.40pm The 
Siege 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.35pm. 6.20pm 


PECKHAHI 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 

BR: Peckham Rye Enemy or the 
State 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 
Little Voice 5.05pm. 7.10pm. 
9.15pm Meet Joe Black 4.55pm. 
8.30pm My Name Is Joe 7pm 
Psycho 4.45pm. 7.05pm. 9.25pm 
Rush Hour 9.10pm The Siege 
4.20pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 5pm 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
© Turnpike Lane Kuch Kuch Hota 
Hai 2pm. 8.45pm Zakhm 5.30pm 


PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purley 
Meet Joe Black 7. 1 0pm The Siege 
5.1 0pm, 8. 1 0pm Star TVek: Insur- 
rection 6.10pm. 8.30pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-B54 5043) 

BR: Woolwich Arsenal Psycho 
6.10pm. 8.40pm The Siege 
3.35pm, 6pm. 8.30pm Star Tri tkz 
Insurrection 4pm 


Cinema 

repertory 


LONDON 

ONE LUMIERE Queens berry Place 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) Sitcom 
(1 8) 8.30pm 


ICA CINEMA The Mall SW1 (0171- 
930 3647) Bu (toners (KnoRikari) 
(NC) 5pm. 7pm. 9pm Carnival of 
Souls (T8) 8.30pm 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank SE1 (0171-928 3232) The 
Horse Whisperer (PG) 2.30pm. 
8pm In a Lonely Place (NC) 6.10pm 
Don’t Look Back (NC) 7.30pm 
From Broadway to Hollywood; 
Museum Special Event (NC) 
7.30pm The Bitter Tears of Petra 
Von Kant (18) 8.30pm 


PHOENIX CINEMA High Road N2 
(01 81 -444 6789) Little VWce (15) 
2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC 2 (0171-437 8181) Dead Man’s 
Curve (15) 1pm Twilight (15) 
3.45pm The Wedding Singer 
(12) 6.30pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road W6 (0171-420 0100) 
The Bandit (Eskiya) (U) 6.30pm + 
Hamam: The Turkish Bath 
(NC) 8.55pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford (01 81 -568 1 1 76) 
Little Voice (1 5) 5pm. 9pm Out of 
Sight (15) 7pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA 
(01 273-602503) Titanic Town (NC) 
2pm JI (PI) (15) 4.15pm. 8.50pm 
La Messa e Finita (NC) 6.30pm 


BRISTOL 

CUBE CINEMA (0114-907 4191) 
Wild Angels (NC) 8.30pm 


WATERSHED (01 1 7-925 3845) The 
Add House (18) 5.45pm Little 
Voke (15) 6.05pm. 8.35pm MetaL 
lica Untitled (NC) 8pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Sitcom (18) 12.30pm. 5.30pm 
Dobermann (18) 2.30pm, 9.20pm 
Fire (15) 7.15pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) The Add House (18) 
2.30pm, 8.30pm Dancing at Lugh- 
nasa (PG) 7.30pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) D6ja Vu (15) 2pm 
My Name Is Joe (IS) 4.30pm 


IPSWICH 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
215544) Henry Fbol (18) 6pm, 
8.30pm Out or Sight (15) 
6pm. 8.30pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Marquise (15) 5.45pm The Truman 
Show (PG) 8.15pm 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


BASINGSTOKE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01256- 
818739); Antz (PG): Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): Enemy oF the State 
(15); The FHntstones (U): Little 
Voice (1 5): The Mask of Zorro (PG): 
Meet Joe Black (1 2): Mulan (U); My 
Name is Joe (T5): The Parent Trap 
(PG): The Prince of Egypt (U); Psy- 
cho (15); Rush Hour (15): The Siege 
(15): Small Soldiers (PG): Starltek: 
Insurrection (PG): What Dreams 
May Come (15) 


MILTON KEYNES 

UCI 10 (01908-661662); Antz 
(PG); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): En- 
emy of the State (15); The Land 
Girts (12): Little Voice (15): The 
Mask OF Zorro (PG): Meet Joe Black 
(12): Pardeshl Babu (NC): The Par- 
ent Tfcap (PG); Paufie (U): The Prince 
of Egypt (U): Psycho (15): Rush 
Hour (15): The Siege (15): Small 
Soldiers (PG); Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG); Velvet Goldmine (18) 


Theatre 

WEST END 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) €► Waltham- 
stow Central Enemy of the State 
8.10pm Meet Joe Black 2.10pm. 
7.20pm The Siege 2pm. 5.1 Opm. 
B.IOpm Star Trek; Insurrection 
2.30pm, 5.20pm 


ft ALARMS ft EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party which, is interrupted 


by mysterious messages stars 
Felicity Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71-494 5065) © Picc Ore Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [51(71 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50 £ 12.50-El 7.50 (restricted 
views). 130 mins. 


WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames Lit- 
tle Voice 3.30pm. 6.40pm, 8.50pm 
Meet Joe Black 3pm, 7.15pm 


WATFORD 

WARNER VILLAGE (01923- 
682244): Antz (PG): Babe: Pig In 
the Gty (U); Enemy of the State 
(15); The Fflntstones (U); Little 
voice (1 5); The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
Meet Joe Black (12): Mulan (U);My 
Name Is Joe (1 5): The Parent Trap 
(PG): The Prince of Egypt (U); Psy- 
cho ( 1 5); Rush Hour ( 1 5); The Siege 
(1 5): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
What Dreams May Come (15) 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) 
BR; Eltham The Mask of Zorro 
4pm. 8.10pm Psycho 6.10pm. 
8.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
4pm, 6.20pm 


• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s 
acclaimed drama. Old vie The Cut, 
SEI (0171-928 761 6/cc 420 0000) 
BR/O- Waterloo. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [4||7| 2.30pm. E7.50- 
£30. 180 mins. 


W1LLESDEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0322) 
^ Willesden Green Bade Dilwala 
(phone for deoils) The Prince of 
Egypt 4.45pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 6.45pm, 9.15pm 


• ANNIE Rags to riches story 
of the nauseafingly optimistic 
orphan. Victoria Palace Victoria 
Street, SW1 (0171-834 1317) 
BR/O Victoria. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, 
[41(7] 2.30pm, [1J 4pm. £7.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/e- 
Wimbledon/©- South Wimbledon 
Enemy of the State 2.30pm, 
5 .25pm, 8.20pm Little Voice 2pm. 
4.15pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.20pm. 3.50pm. 7.30pm 
The Siege 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.45pm, 4.05pm, 6.25pm. 8.45pm 


ft ART Larry Lamb. Jack Dee, 
Tim Healy in Yasmlna Reza's 
comedy about art and friendship. 
Wyndham’s Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (0171-369 1736/cc 0171- 
867 11 1 1 )© Letc Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm. 
[4[ 3pm. [7][1] 5pm, £9.50- £27. 50. 
90 mins. 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) O South 
Woodford Enemy of the State 
8pm Meet Joe Black 2.30pm. 
7.30pm PSycfto 2.20pm, 6.10pm, 
8. 30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.40pm. 5.40pm 


• BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Lavish busily musical based on 
Disney's cartoon version of the 
favourite fairytale- Dominion Tot- 
tenham Court Road, W1 (0171-656 
1888) © Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [5][7J 2.30pm. £18.50- 
£35. 150 mins. 


ft BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Hofljy 
Strand Aldwych, WC2 (0171-930 
8800) © Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm, Frl 5.30pm fi 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm fi 8.30pm, mats 
[1] 4pm, E10-E27, half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 


• CATS Lloyd Webber’s musical 
version of TS Eliot's poems. 
New London Parker Street. WC2 
(0171-405 0072/cc 0171-404 
4079) -e- Covent Garden/Holbom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [3][7] 3pm. 
£12.50-£35. 165 mins. 


• CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical. Ad el phi Maiden Lane, 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) ©-Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm. [4[[7] 3pm. 
£16-£36 (inc booking fee). 1 30 mins. 


• THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company's keenly- 
paced theatrical history lesson. 
Criterion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(0171-369 1747) © Picc Grc. 
Tue 8pm, £6-£2S. 1 20 mins. 


•DR DO LITTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
Stage a daptation featuring .Tim Han- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(01 7 1 -4 1 6 6022) -© Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4][71 2.30pm. 
£10-£32.50. 150 mins. 


t F1LUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
lake Wertenbaker’s new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo’s play. 
Piccadilly Denman Street. W1 
(0171-369 1 734) © Picc Grc. In rep 
tonight 8pm. ends 27 Feb. E12-E30. 
120 mins. 


O THE GLORY OF LIVING Dra- 
ma set amongst the trailer parks of 
southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca GDman. Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors)' 
West Street. WC2 (0171-565 5000) 
© lek Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 
6 Feb, £10. cones £5. 


•GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) 
-© Covent Garden. Mon-Sac 7.30pm, 
[4)17] 3pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. 


•AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah 'fork 
star in Peter Hail’s production of 
Wilde's comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W1 (0171-494 5045) ©Picc 
Gn:. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [4( 3pm. J7) 
4pm. £8.50-£29.50. 165 mins. 


» AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley’s thriller. Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 71 -494 
5085) © Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.15pm, [41 2.30pm. [71 5pm, 
Upper circle £1 2.50-E29.50. 
1 10 mins. 


I INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine’s musical based on fairy- 
tales. Donmar Warehouse Eariham 
Street. WC2 (0171-369 1732) 
© Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4H7) 2.30pm. E15-E27.50. 


•THE nVBfllON OF LOVE Thin 
Stoppard’s play about the life of po- 
et AJE Houseman, author of the 
Shropshire Lad L Theatre Royal. 
Haymarket Hay market, 5W1 
(01 71 -930 8800) © Picc Grc. Tue- 
Sat 7.30pm. [41(7] 2.30pm. 
£10-£32.S0. 


•JESUS, MY BOY Tom Conti stars 
in John Dowie's alternative Christ- 
mas show. ApoDo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, W! (0171 -494 5070) © Picc 
Grc. Tue-Frl 8pm, Sat 5pm fi 8pm, 
Ml 3pm fi 5pm, E5.50-E18.50. 


◦ KAFKA'S DICK Eric Sykes and 

Julia Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- 
nett's comedy about the moribund 
writer Ptaatfflly Denman Street, W1 
(0171-369 1734) © Picc Clrc. 
Tonight 8pm, ends 26 Feb. E12-E30. 


» LITTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutfararyadivistinDavtdHalfi- 
welTs drama. Comedy Pan ton Street. 
SWl (0171-369 1731) 

© Picc Circ/Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
8pm, [5[ |7| 3pm. ends 13 Mar. 
E7-E27.50. 


QUITO OF THE FLIES Stage ver- 
sion of William Golding’s classic 
tale of schoolboys living on a 
deserted island. Lyric Hammer- 
smith King Street. W6 (0181-741 
231 1} © Hammersmith. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. ends 6 Feb, E5-E16. 


• THE MEMORY OF WATER 

Alison Steadman and Julie SawaJha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother’s funeral Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/© Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
[5|[71 3pm. E8-E27.50. 


• LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation ofVictor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-434 0909) © Picc Clrc. 

Mon-Sat 7.3 0pm [5j[7j 2.30pm. 
E7-E35. 195 mire. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS WH[y Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 1733) 
© Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [5] 3pm, (7) 4pm, £1 1 .50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 


justice. In rep tonight 7pm. 


I SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium 
Argyll Street. W1 (0171-494 
5020) ©- Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [4H7J 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 135 mins. 


◦TEE SNOWMAN Awardwimring 
production of Raymond Briggs’ con- 
temporary classic Sadler’s lAfeOs At 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(0171-863 8222) © Holbom/Tem- 
ple. Today 2.30pm fi 7.30pm, ends 
30 Jan. E7.50-E32.50. 


•STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roller- musi- 
cal revamped foe the 1990s. 
Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. SWl 
(0171-416 6070) BR/O Victoria. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [31(7) 3pm. 
E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 


•THE STREET OF CROCODOES 

Bruno Scultz’s short 
stories provide the inspiration for 
Theatre de Complitite’s acclaimed 
and absurdist drama. Queen’s 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171- 
494 5040/cc 344 4444) © Picc Grc. 
Tue-Sat 8pm. [7) 3pm. [1] 5pm, 
ends 20 Feb, £6-£25. 


I THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street, 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/CC 344 4444) 
© Covent Garden. Mon -Sat 7.45pm, 
I5H7J 3pm, ends 23 Jan. £15- 
£27.50. 140 mins. 


• VASSA Howard Davies directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky’s tale of a ma triarch and her 
downtrodden femfy Aibery 5t Mar- 
tin’s Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1730) 
© Leic Sq. Mon-5at 7.30pm. [51[7J 
"pm. Tonight 7pm. ends 27 Mar. 
£5- £29.50. 


I THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 
accalimed drama is set in 
Ireland and examines ideas 
of ghosts and angels. Royal Court 
Downstafrs (at trie Duke Of York’s) 
St Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-565 
5000) © Leic Sq/Charing X. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 141171 3.30pm, 
E5-E25. 90 mins. 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

LJoyd Webber’s new musical based 
an the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428) © HoF 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 15117] 3pm, 
E10-E32.50. 120 m|ns. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san Hnrs drilling gbost Story. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/cc 0171-344 4444) ©Covent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 8pm, [31 
3pm. |7| 4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 
110 mins. 


THEATRE 

beyond the west 
End 


ARTS THEATRE Krapp's Last 
Tape Edward Petherbridge 
performs Samuel Beckett’s 
melancholic piece. Mon-Sat Bpm. 

mats Fri & Sat 5.30pm. ends 6 Feb. 
£8-£12. Great Newport Street. 
WC2 (0171-836 3334) © Leic Sq. 


BUSH THEATRE In Flame Char- 
lotte Jones' new drama about the 
plight of the 1990s woman. Mon-Sat 
8pm. ends 6 Feb. £10, cones £7. 
Shepherd's Bush Green. W1 2 (01 Bl- 
743 3388) © Shepherd’s Bush. 




THE WEDNESDAY W 

^Independent 20 January 1999 



• MKSSAJGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (01 71 - 
494 5060) © Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sac 7.45pm. [41[7] 3pm. 
E5.75-E35. 165 mins. 




first Call. Last 


ft THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit St Martin’s 
West Street. WC2 (0171-836 1443] 
© Leic 5q. Mon-Sat 8pm, [3] 
2.45pm. [71 5pm, £10-£24.50. 
135 mins. 


; --TOIiLCfl^ seifdut starid-up 


shows at the 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Uoyd Webber’s 
Gothic musicaL Her Ma[escy’s 
Haymarket. SWi (0171-494 5400/cc 
01 71-344 4444) © Picc Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. |4Jf7] 3pm, E10-E35. 
1 50 mins. 


actors latest venture is touring 
;JBx&Becker V One-man -cceietty . show, Defending fn© . 

trtiMutMv in this.'Wfest End transfer: Little 


- a- - . 


» RENT Musical inspired tyLaBo- 
hdme and set in modern day New 
Ybrk, Shaftesbury Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WC2 (07000-211221) 
© Holbom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, (41|7| 3pm, £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 


oEIb London SWl ' 

; . : ! . .. . v 

lmi Can : .• t* 1 • \ ; v 


£ -h. V '• V- ’ V 


asanup- 


TRKVCLE THEAVRe The CokHir of 
Justice Dramatisation of the Stephen 
Lawrence case. Mon-Fri 8pm, Sat 
4pm & 8pm, ends 6 Feb. £8- 
£13.50. Kilbum High Road, NW6 
(01 71-328 1 000) ©Kilburn. 


YOUNG VIC STUDIO Special 
Offer A couple play out Uieir rela- 
tionship in a real display bedroom. 
Mon-Fri 7.45pm. ends 23 Jan. 
£8. cones £6. The Cut. SEI (01 7 1 - 
928 6363) BR/© Waterloo. 


THEATRE 

Countrywide 


ft RICHARD m Bobcat Lindsqy stare 
as the historical villain. Savoy Strand, 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 0171- 
836 0479) © Charing X/Embank- 
menL Mon-5at 7.30pm, [7] 2.30pm, 
£1 0-E27.50. 


namfr -from n ]FmRsenger shipping company, set up by- ^ 

'^itierlcaTis'wzQi. a fr6e passage to Africa* Tbfiirfflusfcis 
■aa adventore to modem sound, rising aiir invigbra&ig. n 
mix^cf de^ dnb basslines with, more traditwnal Piri^ab - ■] 

University (01509. 6320W tomorrow; - ;j 




ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE: 

• OLIVIER: Peter Pan Stephen 
Oliver's musk: accompanies the tale 
of the Bqy Who Would Not Grow Up, 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller In rep today 2pm & 7.1 5pm, 
ends 20 Feb. 


^London NWi: (0171-344 COM 25 Jan 


• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey’s new play gives a 
tender account of the life of 
Hillsborough cfisastesorvivoE in rep 
today 2.30pm & 7.30pm, ends 5 Ape 
150 mins. Olivier £8-£27. Cot tes- 
tae: £12-£18. NT 2000: £4. cones 
£3. Day seats from 10am. South 
Bank. SET (0171-452 3000). 
BR/© Waterloo. 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from Eort- 
Endere stars akn^ide On^JboIs and 
Horses? John Challis. Today 2pm & 
7pm, ends 24 Jan. £5-£1 6. cones avafl- 
able. Sawctase (01225-448844) 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


EVENTS 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE GOMRANY. 
• THE BARBICAN: Measure For 
Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Corpse 
Ian Targett and Ian Lindsay star in 
this high-camp comedy thriller about 
a penniless actor who contrives to 
murder his wealthy twin and assume 
his lifestyle. Mon-Thur & Sat 7.45pm, 
Fri 6pm 6 9pm, ends 6 Feb. £9.50- 
E1 5.50. cones available- Wbte Street 

(01256-465566) 


BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Freebird Jon 
I ray's black comedy about three 
motarcyle couriers on a mission to 
CornwaD. Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur- 
Sat 8pm. ends 30 Jan. £9. cones £6. 
King Street (0117-987 7877) 


BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SO- 
CIETY All Zones Off Peak: Tom 
Wood Photographic representation 
of bus journeys. Mon-Sun 9.30am- 
5.30pm. ends 24 Jan. £2.50. cones 
£1.75. The Octagon Galleries. 
Milsom Street (01225-462841) 


EASTBOURNE 

CONGRESS THEATRE London Phtt- 
haroionk/Marshall 20th centuiy 
works with a jazz undercurrent 
Tonight 7.30pm. E9-E15. Compton 
Street (01323-412000) 


LONDON 

tweotytwentydne Large scale 

sateoforignaland m llentat te pi e oes. 

20/21 Upper Street N1 (0771-288 
1996) ©Angd. Tue-Frf 10am-6pm. 
Sat 10am-5.30pm. ends 23 Jan, 
prices vary. 


• THE PIT: Bad Weather Robert 
Holman's revealing examination 
of the breakdown in family 
relationships. In rep tonight 7.15pm. 
Barbican Theatre: E5-E27. The Pit: 
E12-E1 8.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 3891). BR/© Barbi- 
can/Moorgate. 


THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Panto about the fabled fowL Tonight 
7.1 5pm, ends 30 Jan. £3-£1 6. IGig 
Street (0117-987 7877) 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Joseph and the Amazing Techni- 
color Dreamcoat Tim Rice and Anr 
drew Ucrod^ Wfebber's musical verson 
of the Bible story. Mon-Thur 2.30pm 
6 7.30pm. Fri & Sat 5pm & 8pm. 
ends 23 Jan. £6.50. cones available. 
OakJands Park (01243-781312) 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLF1NI Secret Victorians: 
Contemporary Art and a Nine- 
teenth Cenury vision Includes Mat 
Co His haw ana Helen Chadwick. 
Mon-Sat 10am -7 pm. Sun 12noon- 
6pm. mis 31 Jan. free. Narrow Quay 
(0117-929 9191} 


LONDON 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL West- 
minster Philharmonic Onches- 
tza/Humphrls Settings by Grainger 
with extracts from Gershwin's Por- 
gy and Bess. Tonight 7.45pm. 66- 
El 6.50. South Bank Centre. SEI 
(0171-960 4242) BR/© Waterloo. 


BEAD BAR Wide ran ge of . beads, 
av ailab le to create Valenttne ^fts. 
The Art Workshop Rosemont Road 
NW3 (0171-431 5696) ©Finchley 
Road. Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.BC(pm. : 
cost of materials. .. 7‘ 


ART99 Contemporary art fair with 


CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZWILLIAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whrsdei; Fantin-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing and prints ex- 
amimngthe common stylistic ground 
of the three artists. Ends 14 Feb. 
British Watercolours from the 


W1GMORE HALL Henschel Quar- 
tet IWo Mozart Piano Concertos f e- 
rtrvwi tn fpint»»t iTimt»n«nfmR tonight 
730pm. E8-E16. Wigmore Street, 
W1 (0171-935 2141) © Bond 
Street/Oxford Circus. 


artists. Business Design Centre 
Upper Street N1 (0171-359 3535) 
© Angel. Wed & Thu 1 1 arn-Spm, Fri 
& Sat 1 1am- 7pm. Sun 1 lam-Spm. 
ends 24 Jan. £1 0. adv £830. 


OPERA 


GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE 
Sleuth Peter Bowles and Michael 
Maloney star in Anthony Shaffo^s in- 
genious and inventive thriller. 
Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fri-Sac 8pm. 
mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm, ends 
30 Jan. £1 3.50-E20.50. cones avail- 
able. Miilbrook (01463-440000) 


Oppe Collection Including Turner 
and Constable. Tue-Sat 1 Oam-Spm. 


and Constable. Tue-Sat 1 0am-Spm. 
Sun2.15pm-5pm. ends 24 Jan. free. 
Trumpcngton Street (01223-332900) 


HORNCHURCH 

QUEEN'S THEATRE Dick Whit- 
tington and His Kool Kool Kat 
Favourite songs from the 1960s 
and 1970s accompany this inter- 
gafacticpanto. 20 & 21 Jan. 630pm. 
21 & 23 Jan. 2.30pm. 22 & 23 Jan. 
7.30pm. £6.50-£13. BiUet Lane 
(01708-443333) 


CHELTENHAM 

CHELTENHAM ART GALLERY AND 
MUSEUM At The Sign of the ffain- 
bow: Majaret Calldn James (1 895- 
1985) Retroqiective of designs, 
calligr aphy and printings Aten-Sat 
10am-5.20pm. ends 23 Jan. free. 
Clarence Street (01242-237431) 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM La Traviata 
Veres’s great Realist tragedy in Eng- 
fish National Opera’s acmimed stag- 
ing. Tonight 7.30pm. £5-£55. St. 
Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-632 
8300) © Leicester Square/Charing 
Cross. 


ACROBATICS FOR ADUU BE- 
GINNERS An opportunity to discov- 
er vour acrobatic abilities, whatever 
your age. DriD Han Arts Centre Qie- 
nies Street WC1 (01 71-637 8270) 
o Goodge Street Wed 7pra-9pm. 
ends 24 Mar. £70. cones £50. 


IPSWICH 

WOLSEY THEATRE The Norman 
Conquests: fable Wlannere Alan Ay- 
ckbourn’s comedy about a 
planned dirty weekend which is 
accidentally foiled. 20 fi 23 Jan. 
2.30pm. 20-22 Jan. 7.45pm. 23 Jan. 
8pm. phone for prices. Civic Drive 
(01473-253725) 


EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MU- 
SEUM Designs on Life: Edward 
Bawden Wide variety pfwork by the 
prominent graphic desgneE Mon-Sat 
t0am-5pm, ends 23 Jan, free. 
Queen Street (01392-265858) 


LYRIC STUDIO Vanessa Samuel Bar- 
ber’s opera receiving a belated UK 
premiere from the Other Theatre 
Company. Tonight 8pm. E10-E13, 
cones £5. King Street W6 (0181- 
741 231 1) © Hammersmith. 


LONDON INTERNATIONAL MIME 
FESTIVAL Exciting and edectic tbe- ■ 
atre events, m eluding perfor- 
mances by French, Russian and 
I talian companies, as well as those 
from the UK London International 
Mime Festival WC1 (0171-637 
5661) Ends 24 Jan. phone for d et afis. 


DANCE 


NORTHAMPTON 

THE DERNGATE Girls’ Night Out 
Hen-night comedy by Dave Simpson. 
20fi21 Jan. 8pm. 22 &23Jan. 6pm 
fi 9pm. £1 1 -£14.50. Guildhall Road 
(01604-624811) 


LONDON 

BRITISH MUSEUM The Golden 
Sword: Stamford Raffles and the 
East Art and artefacts exploring 
the fife and work of the founder of Sin- 
gapore. Mon-Sat I Oam-Spm. Sun 
1 2noon-6pm. ends 18 Apr. £4, 
cones £2. Great Russell Street, 
WC1 (0171-636 1555) © Russell 
Square/Tottenham Court Road. 


LONDON 

PLACE THEATRE Resolution! Lon- 
dhU'f jmpprfont annual plalftti in waa- 
son. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 1 3 Feb. £8. 
cones £6. Duke's Road. WC1 (01 71- 
387 0031) ©Euston. 


WINTER ENIGMA FESTIVAL FOR 
THE NEW AGE Palm reading, 
demonstrations, children's events, 
competitions, book signings and ex- 
hibmops. Whiteleys Shopping Cen- 
tre Queensway W2 (0 1 7 1 -229 8844) 
© Bayswater/Oueensway. 10am- 
1 2midnight, ends 31 Jan, prices vary, 


NATIONAL GALLERY Luca Sig- 
norelli In British Collections Draw- 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Dick Whittington 
and His Fabulous Cat Thrilling ad- 
venture story full of coraedj; music 
and magic. 20 & 23 Jan. 4.30pm & 
7.30pm. 21 fi 22 Jan. 2.15pm. 
23 Jan. 1.30pm. 24 Jan. 3pm & 6pm. 
£5.75-£9.75. cones available. 
Embankment Road (01733-552439) 


influenced Raphael and Michelan- 
gelo. Ends 31 Jan. 

In the Light of Fra Angelico: 
Zanobi Strozzi Study exhibition ex- 
ploring the paintings of tbe I5tb 
century artist Mon S Tue. Thur-Sun 
I0am-6pm. Wed 1 0am-Spm, ends 
7 Mar. free. Trafalgar Square, WC2 
(01 7 1 -747 2885) © Charing Cross, 
Leicester Square. 


ROYAL ALBERT HALL Orque Do 
Soleil: Alegria Contortionists, ac- 
robats, aerial artiste and fire dancers 
unravelling a dmying and enchant- 
ing narrative- Tue-Sun 7.45pm, macs 
Sac fi Sun 2.30pm. ends 24 Jan. 
£23.50-£45. Kensington Gore. SW7 
(0171-589 8212) © High Street 
Kensington. 


SAFFRON WALDEN 
FEASTING AND FASTING EXHI- 
BITION A look at food and 'drink 
through history, Saffron Walden 
Museum Museum Street (01 799- 
SI 0333} Mon-Sat 1 Oam-Spm, 
Sdn 2.30prrr-5pm. ends T4 Mar.-£1 , 
cones 5Cfo. child free. ' 


MUSIC 

POP 


SADLERS WEUS Sankaf Juku In 
Shi]bna Sankai Juku returns after a 
seven year absence with a sensual, 
meticulously choreographed work. 
Tonight 8pm. E7.50-E35. Rosebery 
Avenue. EC1 (0171-863 8000) 
©Angel. 


BRISTOL 

MERCURY REV US cosmic rockers 
tour their acclaimed album. Desert- 
er’s Songs. Fleece & Firkin 
5 l Thomas Street (01 1 7-927 71 50) 
Ibnight 8pm, E7. 


PETERSF1ELD 

BED ALJES OUVIER THEATRE The 
Life of Edward II or England 
Brecht’s versaon of Marlowe's study 
of the powers corrupting influence. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £6. cones £4. 
Church Road (01730-304253) 


PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Gladiator Scorpio and 
Su Pollard efimb tbe giant beanstalk 
20-23. 26-30 Jan. 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. 24 Jan, 3pm. £6-£15.50. 
Royal Rarade South (01 752-267222) 


NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
British Sporting Heroes Tracing 
spent in British culture from the 
18th-century to the present Ends 
24 Jan. £4. cones £3. 

The Aj ^^C oi^ ^^Barry^ltare- 

in the cafe. Ends 1 Apr. free. Mon- 
Sac 1 0am -6pm. Sun 12noon-6pm. 
ends 6 Apr. free. St Martins Place, 
WC2 (0171-306 0055) © Charing 
Cross/Lekesrer Square. 


Literature 


PORT TALBOT 

PRINCESS ROYAL THEATRE 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
Gladiator Fox stars as the hmMift, 
Spirit in tbe Mirror. Mon-Sat, 
7.30pm. mats Sat. 2.30pm. 
£5.75. cones £4. Civic Centre 
(01639-763214) 


TATE GALLERY Art Now 1 6: Some- 
thing Is Missing - Jean-Marc Bus- 
tamante Installation exploring 
inte rnatio nal cities in photographs. 
Ends 31 Jan. 

Turner in the Alps Works on paper 
made on Turner's first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 1 4 Feb. Mon-Sun 1 0am- 
5.50pm. ends 28 Feb. free. Mfllbank. 
SWl (0171-887 8000) ©Pimlico. 


LONDON 

MODERN FRENCH CULTURE 
Discussion group focusing on the 
work of Jean Cocteau and his 
lover Jean Marais, who died in 
November. Borders Oxford Street 
W1 (0171-287 1592) ©Oxford ar- 
cus. Tonight 8pm, Free. 


LONDON 

THE BLUETONES. DELGADOS, 
SIX BY SEVEN Jangling indie rock 
headliners, plus Glasgow lo-fi de- 
ccostructors and Nottingham trance- 
rockers in support Astoria Charing 
Cross Road WC2 (0171-434 0403) 
■B Tottenham Court Road. Tonight 
8pm, £9. 


KAZUO 1SHIGURO The award win- 
ning novelist reads from his work. 
I ns ti cut Francais Queensbury Race 
SW7 (0171-838 2144) © South 
Kensington. Tonight 6.30pm. (tee. 


TEMPLE OF SOUND, JOLT 
Ex-Transglobal Underground mem- 
bers Neil Sparkes and Count Dubu- 
iah headline. The Borderline 
Manette Street W1 (0171-734 
2095) © Tottenham Court Road. 
Tonight 8.30pm. £5. 


READING 

THE MILL AT SONNING Two Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
mats Sat 2.15pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£21 .95-E32.95 Including dinner. 
Sonnlng Eye (0118-969 8000) 


SOUTHAMPTON 
MAYFLOWER THEATRE Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears Frank Bruno, 
Karl Howxnan and Emily Symons in 
this star-studded panto. Today 2pm 
fi 7pm. ends 14 Feb. E7.50-E17.50. 
cones available. Commercial Road 
(01703-711811) 


VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Grinling Gibbons and the Art of 
Carving Celebrating the work of the 
nth-century woodcarvec Ends 24 Jan. 
Picasso's Ladies: Wendy JZamshaw 
Prraous-metal jewellery Ends 15 Feb. 
Elsewhere - Photographs from the 
Americas and Asia: Henri Cartier- 
Bresson Lesser- known subjects by 
the 90-year-old photographer. Ends 
1 2 Apr. Mon 1 2 noon-5. 45pm, Tue- 
Sun 1 0am-5.45pm. ends 31 Jul. £5, 
cones E3. UB40/dhsab1ed/mems/ 
after 4.30pm free Cromwell 
Road. SW7 (0171-938 8441) 
© South Kensington. 


COMEDY 


GARBAGE Shirley Manson and her 
shady US cohorts. Wembley Arena 
Empire Way, Wembley (0181-902 
O 90 ^) © Wembley Park. Tonight 
8pm. £16.50. * 


BRISTOL 

STUDENT COMEDY NIGHT AT 
JESTERS COMEDY CLUB Marcus 
Brigstocke, Irish funnyman Kevin 
Hayes, Ben Norris. Tonight 8pm. 
Cheltenham Road (0117-909 6655] 
NUS £3.50. 


OXFORD . 

UNKLE, IDLEWILD, DELAKOTA, 
LLAMA FARMERS NME-sponsored 
ujjur headed by James LavSle's star- 
studded beats project Brookes Uni- 
versity Students' Union London 
Road. Headlngcon (01865-464764) 
Tonight 8pm. £8. 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, The Witch and the 
wardrobe Adria n Nob le directs 
Adrian Mitchelfti adapta ti on of the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. Today 1.30pm 
& 7.15pm, ends 27 Feb. £5-£30. 
waterside (01789-295623) 


SWAN THEATRE Troilus and CreS- 
slda Shakespeare's depiction of the 
human spirit undermined by 
btoocJv warfare. Tonight 7.30pm. 
ends *20 Feb. £5-£30. Waterside 
(01789-295623) 


OXFORD 

ASHMQLEAN MUSEUM Nineteenth 
Century French Drawings Recent 
acquisition# alongside familiar 
mayor drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 
Chinese Silks Brightly coloured 
18th and 19th-century hangings. 
Ends 28 Feb. 

The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating from the 16th to tbe eaity 20th 
century. Tue-Sat 10am-4pm. Sun 
2pm-4pm, ends 21 Mar. free. Beau- 
mont Street (01 865-278000) 


LONDON 

THE COMEDY STORE The Come- 
dy Store Players with NeQ Mullarkey 

Andy Smart, Richard Vranch, 
Stephen Frost, Jim Sweeney, Carla 
Mendoca. Tonight 8pm. Oxen don 
Street, SWl (01426-914433/cc 
01 71-344 4444) © Piccadilly Circus. 
Ell. NUS £7. 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 


UVEWORKS STAND-UP AT THE 
DOGSTAR, FIRST FLOOR The 
award winning Adam Bloom, 
Mark Kelly, Stuart Murdoch, 
James Cook, MC Simon Evans. 
Tonight 9pm, Coldharbour Lane, 
SW9 (0171-737 3177) BR/© Brix- 
ton. £5, cones £3. 


LONDON 

JOHN RENBOURN, DORIS HEN- 
SSSS£ I « DAVE Si-HUERLAND, 

“AW1N BROWN RjlkjaZZ fi.smn 
&*anstheatflines. 12 Bar Chib Derv- 
marfc Place WC2 (0171-916 6989) 

^30pm n ?7 m S0 C ° Urt R ° ad ‘ Tpri * ht 


SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE Cinderella Star- 
ring Melinda Messenger and Steven 
Houghtaa. Today 2.1 5pm fi 7.1 5pm. 
ends 31 Jan. £6. 50-El 2.75. 
cones available. Singleton Street 
(01792-475715) 


PORTSMOUTH 

ASPEX GALLERY Comfort of 
Uccle Places Installation by Per- 
mindar Kaur. Tue-Frl 12noon-6pm. 
ends 20 Feb, free. Brougham Road 
(01705-812121) 


Clubs 


“Ose Allison two Whimsical 
smger-pianist from Mississippi Ptz- 
Qub Dean Street 
&Ji°j5Il'^ 39 . 8722 > * Tottenham 
t;our t Road, ibnight 830pm. £1 2.50. 


STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 


BRIGHTON 

GOGGLEZ AT THE TAVERN CLUB 
With Paul Langley and Justin 
Berfcovi. Tonight IOpm-2am. £1 

ifiSSGU T erNOrthStTeei 


RoJSiEIS. hodge/steve 

F^SS/SHERidan MORLEY Snho- 

SSSSH/f^s* 1 revue en ^3 

“^aaCrowd. Pizza on the Part 

527®^l b ^ se SW1 (0^71-235 
Comer. Tonight 
9-1 5pm fi 10.45pm. £20, adv £18. 


Paintings and ceramics from the 
second naif of the century- Mon-Sat 


WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Motive Kate 
OTtlara and CHve Mantle star in this 
murder mystery which, unlike the av- 
erage whodunnit, lacks a motive. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Thur 2.30pm. 
Sat 4.45pm. ends 6 Feb. E6-E25, 
cones available. Thames Street 
(01753-853888) 


second half of the century. Mon-Sat 
liam-7pm. Sun llam-5pm. 
ends 11 Apr. £3.50, cones E2. 
Porthmeor Beach (01 736-796226) 


SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Venice Through Canaletto’s Eyes 
TWcnty -three pointings and drawings 
by the Venetian artist TUe-Sun 10am- 
5pm. ends 1 4 Mar. free. Alexandra 
Road (01792-651738/655006) 


LONDON 

STARSKY AND HUTCH UPSTAIRS 
AT RONNIE SCOTT’S Popular 1970s 
disco, funk and rare groove night 
Tonight 1 0pm- 3am. Frith Street W1 
(0181-654 0523) © Leicester 
Square. E6. NUS £4. mems £3, 


225*1, DE haadouks Cefebra- 

gnai Rrnnanfan gypsy ensemble. 

Street W1 




ORGANISED SOUND AT THE fi p a. 
1C Stern ng Ninja’s awesome DJ 
Vadim and Attica Blues-mj,^ 


Kington. Tonight 9pm. £8. 


“JUDSTONE 


Auica Blues-man SrSu C ? LL,A , N,/BUCky pi ^- 


viiuiik wan. lomgnt 10pm-4am 

Gmard Street. Wl (Of 71-734 98361 maj flstream guitarist Hz- 

© Leicester Square. £7. £5 w/ftyS S354B^,^ rl 0 Str ®«^622- 
r MJ54B) Tonight 8.15pm. £1230. 
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RADIO 1 

pra-gasMHzFM) 

e«30 2be Bat 9 jOO Sroon Maya 

CLOO Kevin Greening 2410 Marie 
RadcSffa 4400 Chris Moytea 5*45 
NewsbeaL «loo cSve Warren. &O0 
Stave Lamacq - the Evening Ses- 
sion fQJOO Movie Update with Mark 
Kermode. fOM John PeeL VLOO 
Blue Jam. See Pick of the Day. too 
Gffles Peterson. 4J00 - &30 Scott 
Mb 

RADIO 2 

(88-9Q2MHZ FM ) 

, 6:00 Sarah Kennedy. Z30 Wake 
Lfo to Wogaa 9 l 30 Ken Baca 
‘CLOO Jimmy Ybung. 2jOO Ed Stew- 
art 505 Johnnie Vt&ken Inducfing 
news, views, music, the Mystery 
Voice Competition, sport and regular 
travel updates, TOO Nick Barra- 
ctough. &00 Mike Hartfng. 9JK> 

The Andy Peebles Soul Show: Andy 
Peebles presents the ninth of T3 pro- 
grammes exploring the world of soul 

music from the 50s to the present 
day. fOJOO Route 66 Revisited: fsfick 
Barradough presents a seven-part 

series in which he travels across 

America exploring the history and 
cultural sigrtficance of Route 66. 
10-30 Rchard Affinsoa tSLOO Katri- 
na Leskanich. 3JOO Alex Lester. 
RADIO 3 
(9Q2*924MHz FM ) 

6-00 On Air. 

9JOO Masterwxks. 

HL30 Artist, of the Week. 
ftOO Sound Stories. 

1200 Composer of the Week: Pur- 
cefl. 

1O0 Rada 3 Unchtime Concert 
‘ T 200 The BBC Orchestras. 

400 Choral Evensong. 

500 In Tuna 

730 Performance on 3 Conductor 
Grant Uewralyn, DeSa Jones (mez- 
zo). Hoddhott Welsh Dances: Suita 
No 2 John Metcalf; Museisncffthe 
Air (first performance). Beethoven: 
Symphony No 3 in E flat (Eroica) 

9iO Postscript 3: Monet in Lon- 
don*. The Savoy Hotel may seem an 
un&dy place in which to retrace the 
steps of a bohemian artist, but Mon- 
et was already we! estab&shed and 
wealthy when he made a series of 
visits to London at the beginning of 
this century, pafritrig the Thames 
.-from the balcony outside his room 
~wand reveSng in the various qualities 
of the London fog Tim Marlow; ecS- 
tor of Tate magazine, md art histori- 


Pick of the day 


“HERE COMES the prating 
gravy-muncher. See him scold 
his shadow, raise his hat to 
lamp-posts - and out you run to 
argue with a bus". Welcome 
back to Blue Jam (I2mdri r t RD, 
Chris Morris {right) and his 
third series of broadcasts from 
the solitary confinement of his 
deranged genius. The usual 
Jabberwocky-iike mutterings 
and psychedelic samplings 


eddy round more outre comedy 
sketches specially calculated 
to spark complaints. 

Perhaps Dr Anthooy Clare 
can shed some light on the 
Morris complex: today sees a 
new series of All In the Mind 
(4pm R4), in which the clinical 
professor of psychology at 
Trinity College, Dublin, probes 
current mental-health issues. 

DOMINIC CAVENDISH 



an John House trace Monet's Lon- 
don visits. 

9-25 Music for Organ. DavW Sanger 
plays a selection of French music at 
Exeter College; Oxford - on a mod- 
em British organ in the great French 
romantic tradition. Langials: Incanta- 
tion pour un jour saint DTndy: Pre- 
lude in E flat minor, Op 66 Franck: 
Piece heroique in B minor. Mulet 
Rosaces (Esqiisses byzan tines) 
Verne: Toccata in B flat minor 
(Pieces de fantaisie: Suite No 2). (R) 
taoo Ensemble. A recital by the 
young German vrafinst Isabefie Faust 
given last December in the Wigmore 
Halt, London. Introduced by Penny 
Gore, who talks to the vidnist about 
her early years. IsabeSe Faust (vio- 
lin). Ewa Kuptec (piano). 
Mendelssohn: Violin Sonata ri F 
(Adagio). Prokofiev: Violin Sonata No 
LOpBQ 

1045 Night Waves. Monet's paint- 
ings are among the most farrrfiar 
and widely exploited of any artistis 
work, so can the Royal Academyb . 
new exhibition offer any new insights 
or a fresh interpretation? Patrick 
Wright and guests dscuss ‘Monet in 
the 20th Century'. Plus first-night 
news from the opening of 'Vassa': 
Howard Davis drects Sheila Han- 
cock in GorkyS comic portrait of a 
powerful mat ri arch. 

1130 Jazz Notes. 

1200 Composer of the Week: Rim- 
sky-Korsakov. (R) 

100 - 6-00 Through the IVfight 

RADIO 4 ' 

(524-94£MHzFM) 

6JOO Today. 

200 NEWS; Midweek. 


9-45 Serial: Iris. (R) 

1000 NEWS; Wbmanh Hour. 

TLOO NEWS; Murder, Magic and 
Medkxne. 

1130 Choice Grenfell 
1200 NEWS; You and Yburs. 
1257 Weather. 
lOQ The World at One. 

130 Board Game 
24)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

215 Afternoon Play: Goodbye 
Moses. 

3.00 NEWS; Gardeners' Question 
Tima. 

SUM) The Vale. 

3.45 This Sceptred Isla 
4-00 NEWS; Al in the Mrid. See 
Pick of toe Day. 

4-30 Thinking Aflowed. 

54)0 PM. 

64W Six OClock News. 

(L30 Like They've Never Been 
Gona (R) 

7j 00 NEWS: The Archers. 

745 Front Row Mark Lawson with 
the arts programme, including the 
vercSct on a controversial new fitm 
dramatising the Ife of the ceist 
Jacqueline du Pra 

745 Lady Susan Drama: lady Su- 
san' by Jane Austen, adapted by 
Laviria Murray. With Harriet Whiter 
and Maggie Steed (8/10). 

BjOO NEWS; Them and Lis. Diana 
MatSI presents a series which lets 
you have your say on the current hot 
topics of the day. 

245 Gerry's Bar. Gerry Anderson 
with firther reflections on He in Ire- 
land. 2; 'Ego and the Tube'. 

SLOO NEWS; Frontiers Out of 
Sight, into Mfotf. In the first of a six- 


part series, Peter Evans investigates 
the curious phenomenon known as 
bfindsighL in which an imsighted 
person can be shown to react accu- 
rately to events before their eyes 
even though they hast they cSd not 
see a thing 

930 Midweek. Libby Purves and 
guests engage in fively conversation 
104)0 The Work! Tonight With 
Robin Lustig. 

1045 Book at Bedtime: Nana By 
Emile Zola, read by Jufiet Stevenson 
(13/15). 

HOO NEWS; Sean Lock's 15 Min- 
utes of Misery. Sean Lock, winner of 
the Time Out Comedy Award, pre- 
sents a comic view of life from his 
tower block flat With Kevfo Eldon 
and Hattie Hay ridge. 

1115 For One Horrfole Moment 
1130 The Cheese Shop Presents - 
the Butter Factor. 

1200 News. 

1230 The Late Book: Last Resort 
1248 Shipping Forecast 
-LOO As World Service 
530 World News. 

535 Shaping Forecast 
540 Inshore Forecast 
545 Prayer tor the Day. 

547 - 64M) Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

945 - 104)0 Daily Service 1200 
■ 1204 News; Shipping Forecast 
534 - 537 Shipping ForecasL 
1130 - 124)0 Today in Parfiament 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(693 909kHz MW) 

6-00 Breakfast 
94)0 Nicky Campbell 


1200 The Midday Newa 
LOO Ffoscoe and Ca 
44)0 Drive 
74)0 News Extra. 

730 Five Nations ftjgtjy Night Nek 
MuSns and guests look ahead to the 
Five Nations championship, which 
starts this weekend Plus the Nation- 
al Lottery Draw. 

10-00 Littlejohn Football phone-in 
with Richard Littlejohn: 0500 909693 
ILOO Late Night Live. With Nick 
Robinson Including a late news brief- 
ing at 110Q and at its The Financial 
World Tonight and a topical late-night 
discussion. 

LOO Up AB Night 
SjOO -6j 00 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
flOOO-IOISMHzFM) 

64)0 Nick Bailey. 84)0 Henry Kelly. 
124)0 Requests. 24)0 Concerto: 
Glaauncw: Piano Concerto No 1 in F 
manor. Stephen Coombs, BBC Scot- 
tish SO/Martyn Brabbins 34)0 
Jamie Crick. 630 Newsright 74H) 
Smooth Classics at Seven. 94H) 
Evening Concert Brahms: Two 
Songs, Op 91 Sarah Walker (sopra- 
no), Paid SUverthome (viola), Roger 
Vignoles (piano) Mahler Das Lied 
von der Erda Jessye Norman (so- 
prano). Siegfried Jerusalem (tenor). 
Berfin PWiarmonic/James Levtoa 
Brahms: Alto Rhapsody. Marjana 
Upovsek (mezzo), Emst-Senff Cho- 
rus, Berlin PO/Ctaudo Abbada 
TLOO Alan Mam. SLOO Concerto. 
34M> - 64)0 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215. TO7- 1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 
630 Chris Evans. 930 Russ 
WifBams. LOO Nick Abbot 44)0 
Harriet Scott 730 Mark Forrest 
104)0 Richard Allen. LOO James 
Merritt 430 » 630 Jeremy Clark. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

1.00 The World Today. 130 Merid- 
ian (Live). 24)0 The World Today. 
230 Everywoman. 34)0 The 
World Today. 330 Sports 
RoundupL 330 World Business Re- 
port 345 Insight 44)0 • 74)0 
The World Today (400-700). 

TALK RADIO 
64)0 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Ntek Ferrari 94M> Scott 
Chisholm 12-00 Justice with Ja- 
cobs. LOO Anna Raeburn 44K) Pe- 
ter Deetey. 54)0 Sports Zone. 84)0 
James Whale. tLOO Ian Collins. 


Satellite and Cable 
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SKY I 

GJOQ Moby Dfck (1937) (160575) SAP 
Napoleon End Samantha (197Z) (rtSS/y) 
104» Cocoon: the Rrtun (BSQ (433^ 
latOO Moby Dick (1997) (78372204) 3L2S 
Napoteon and Ssnartiha (WJl fS3£G5 Bf. 
4JOO Cocoon; the Pelijn (1988) (3793E2SI 
5^5 Legend of the Ruby Saver (S9Q 
(505603K). 7-30 Barry Nomarfe FQm Mc^it 
(B827V 84» AbsoLfS Power (S97) p509^ 
m00 Gimer Man (1996) (67275^ 1V35 
The Crossing Guaid (89B) (800730). 125 
Dead Man Wfaldng (t995) (B1488404 A30 
- 64)0 ff Lucy Pel (1996) (807150) 

SKY MOVEMAX 

7-30 UKTbpTtin (4S02CO 84)0 Femmes 
..;-<'«ta)e8 (483339. 040 Movie Magic 
'*<30310). SUM) Jules Vem^s 300 Leagues 
down the Amazon (199^ (88894) TLOO 
Emma (B96) (2605Q. LOO UKlbpTen 
(33558) L30 Femmes Fatalas (8148391) 
See Pick of the Day. 24S Movie Magic 
(3697643) Jutes Vome!s BOO 
Leagues down the Amazon (1994) (21594) 
5-00 American Hot Wfew (1978) (2239T) 
74)0 Bm« (1996) (54040) See Pick of 
the Day. BjOO Lethal Tender (1996} 

(54321) tLOO House of Frankenstein: 

Part 1 (1997) (56778) 1230 A Mghtmare 
on Elm Street (1984) (611470) 24)5 The 
Kremln Latter (WTO) (B37S») 4J0S A 
Swfteh in Tk-ne (S97) (5W5518) S-35 - 

710 American Hot wax (1078) (08487841) 

SKY CtNEMA 

44)0 Flesh and Fury (1952) (8754556) 
&00 The Magnificent Ambersons (1842} 
(713346S) 0-00 The EUg Hed One (1380) 
(7T37B14) 104)0 Hang 'Em High (I960) 
(8043339) 1L55 Two Tor the Road 
(1967) (9498223) L50 Days of Glory 
(1944) (39126537) 3-20 The Directors 
(2919537). 4-20 Too Many Girls (1940) 
(97651334) 5-45 C10S& 

FflJBFOUR 

6.00 The Century of Cinema: Typically 
,2$rifU) (872404^. 745 Outrageous T&xl 
' 'Stories (3382835) 84)0 Dead of Night 
(1945) (7029488) 104)0 The Dead Zone 
(1983) (9448001) tZ4M) Nikita (1990) 
(7138088) 24)0 The Crow (1994) 
(1013570) 3-45 - 6-00 The Man without 
a Face (093) (48357179) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
44M) Rax Huntti Fishing Adventures 
(1894575) 4-30 Wfatarts World (1690759) 
54)0 Flghtfine (113744Q) &30 hfaloryti 
Tunning Points (1614333) 6JM) Animal Doo- 
tor (00495^. 6^0 Secrets of the Hunp- 
back Whale (200168^ MO Beyond 2000 


PICK OF THE Day 


NOT ALL AMERICAN actors 
have distinguished themselves 
in their attempts at an English 
accent, but, as she proved 
in Sliding Doors and Emma 
(7pm Sky Moviemax), there is 
no faulting Gwyneth Paltrow 
[right). While reminding us that 
we don’t have a monopoly on 
posh women in period frocks, 
she sparkles in the title role of 
Douglas McGrath’s enjoyable 
version of the durable romantic 
comedy by Jane Austen. A host 


of British actors - led by Jeremy 
North am as the dishy Mr 
Knightly and featuring Alan 
G umming , Greta Scacchi, Ewan 
McGregor, and Juliet Stevenson 
- lend top-class support 
With her intriguing choice 
of film roles - from Pulp Fiction 
to Gattoca - Uma Thurman 
stands apart from the Hollywood 
mainstream. She is profiled 
today in Ftemmes Fh tales 
(lJJOpm Sky Moviemax). 

JAMES HAMPTON 



(«9M88) 84)0 Arthur C Cterkfiti MyaarF 
OUS Wbrfd (1166952) BJO CreattrtS F»v 
taste (162759) 94)0 Mysteries of the 
Ancients (907U73CI) HUM) Sky Archaeolo- 
gy (9080117) tLOO Farrar! (3533353) 
124)0 Mysteries of the East (3884605) 
LOO History^ Tuning Ports (4866634) 
130 Ferine (93S13B) ZjOO Ctosa 

SKY ONE 

74M Count DucfcUa fferi7) 730 The 
Chris Evans Breakfest Show (33SS& A30 
Hollywood Squares (129M) 9jOO Saiy 
Jossy Baphooi (22001) XLOO The Oprah 
WMray Show (57136) tLOO Gutty! 
p7372) 124)0 Jemy Jones (S004S) LOO 
Mad about Ybu (48488) L30 Jeopardy 
(40285) 24M) Saly Jessy Raphael (88858) 
34K> Jemy Jones (59488) 44)0 Glihyl 
(61204) SJOO Star Trek: Deep Space fine 
(9046) B4W Married wfth CWdren (6681) 
BJtO Friends (7930) 74)0 The Simpsons 
(2038) 7-30 The Stepsons (3tf7) 84N) 
StargateSG-1 (89196) 9l00 The X Pies 
(92662) lOhOO Naked h WestrrwBler 
02106) ILOO Friends (S2933D 7L30 Star 
Trek (27778) 12^0 HigNander (78570) 
130 - 7JDO Long Ray (5731634) 

SKY SPORTS t 

TOO Sky Sports Centre (1499168) US 
World (457989) 845 Sky Sports Centre 
(4060440) &30 Racing News (92551) 

9j 00 Aerobics -Oz. Style (90933)9^30 
VbuVe on Sky Sports (32065) WuOO Thud 
Sport (42533) -KL30 inskte Saltish Foot- 
ba« (32556) 1130 Festrax (23961) 124M) 
Aerobics -O e Style (8546^. 12-30 Pro- 


mter Snooker League (41643) 2J0 World 
Wndsurflng (1914) XOO inside Scottisfi 
Foorbal (TWJ7) 44» Supertjouts Arv 
tuctamo vs Hagter (969M) 54)0 Wtorld 
Wtesang (B33S) GJOO Sky Sports Centre 
(2643) 6^10 Unbetevabte Sports fB223) 
74)0 Fool (38468) BjOO HngsUe (5031^. 
9L30 Unbefievable Sports (S31T7) «LOO 
Sky Sports Centre (8T®43) KU5 VbuYe 
on Sky Sports (S2198) 1045 PboJ 
(B28914) 1L45 Sky Sports Centre 
(937117) 12 jOO YbUTO on Sky Sports 
PS173) 12-30 RJngskJe (22976) 2J0O 
Spanish Footbsl - Uve (49131) 44 N) Sky 
9pwia Cerare P55667H) «5 Ctose. 
SKY SPORTS 2 

TOO Aerotics - Oz Style (9454730) 730 
Sky Sports Centre (9958914) 745 Racing 
News ^01802(9. 845 Ftetrax (8796933) 
545 Sky Sports Centra (9873407) 94M) 
Ffeh TV The Ultimata Fishing Show 
(9994952) 8L30 Fteh TV Fishing "teles 
(W6273C) «MX> Wfafld VWndsirtng 
f226673G) 10J30 Orickal (5006776) LOO 
World Motor Sport (7857858) 44)0 Pre- 
niter Snooker League (3380330) 84)0 We- 
tersparte (7481865) ZOO MctoruycSng 
(8494339) 84M) ‘RJlalsport (3ffi09S2) 
a30 Eutpean Tar Wteekly (3846759) 
94» Ford Golf USA 03473046) tt4» 
Crictet (8577846) 3L30 Second Innings 
(2020594) 3JOO * 8.30 Cricket (2235686) 
SKY SPORTS 3 

124)0 Wfaiid Wresting Federation Shot- 
gun (88813136) 14)0 Rsh^ TV The Ultimate 


Fishing Show (66083049) 130 Fish TV 
Ffihtog Tales (68893372) 24M Super- 
bouts Antuatemo v Hagter (13684391) 

34N) Olympic Series Road to Nagano 
(19334136) X30 Totaisport (43472198) 
44)0 Fastrax (43484933) 4-30 Golf: 
LPGA Beatthsouth lnauguai (77535933) 
6-30 European Tor Weekly (43485662) 
74)0 Fish TV Fteting Texas (1B3261T7) 
730 Fish TV Americana Outdoors 
(43481848) 84X) Spartsh Foofta* 
(40886865) «4» Sky Sports Classics 
(40865372) t14>0 The Entertainers 
(6232t339) tL30 Closa 


730 Rely ^3020) 84)0 Tame (7573469) 
124)0 Tennis (2986830) 730 Footbal 
France v Morocco p53l36) 104)0 Rely 
(42074) 1030 terra (28594) TL30 Bar- 
ing (67040) 124)0-12^0 Roly (20347) 
UK GOLD 

74)0 Crossroads (3733551) 7.30 Neigh- 
bors (9877310) 74)5 EastEndere 
(1715469) &30 The Bl (8166020) 9 lOO 
The m (8157372) 930 The House of 
Stott (2106575) 1030 Rhode (8153556) 
ILOO Dates (6571391) 1L55 Neighbours 
(98367339) 124S5 EastEnders (727464$. 
LOO Jufiet Bravo (4646204) 2-00 Dallas 
(1786952) 2-55 The B8 (1206469) 3J25 
The EH (6426136) 34»5 EastEndns 
(3120339) 44» Rhode (1682117) 54M Al 
Creatures Great and Smal (tis%33) 64KI 
Dynasty (4626440) 74)0 The Comedy Al- 
ternative: May to December (B40066Z) 


7.40 The Comedy Alternative: It Ainft Half 
Hot, Mum (1509310) 020 The Comedy 
Alternative: Tibs, Master (3399372) 94)0 
One Foot to the Grave (4413117) 9 l 40 
Jonathan Creek (75835049) 1055 
French and Saunders (5T10643) 1L35 
The Bfll (7W0551) 124)5 The OH 
(1426978) 12^5 Backup (4460222) L30 
Mght Voice (18894353) 2M - 74)0 
Shopping wfth Screenshop (52647570) 
LIVING 

94)0 Tiny and Crew (4945604 9) L20 
Phflbert the Frog (2933208) IL30 John- 
son and Friends (64130952) MS Thy 
Tales (17564469) 030 Pt*a Dot Shorts 
(1757866^ 74)0 Practical Parenting 
(5838204) 7JD5 Professor Bubble 
(5812283) 730 CaJBcnj (5712778) 735 
Bug Alert (6382014) 7-55 Practical Par- 
enting (6356730) ILOO Barney and 
Friends (2554759) 8410 Thy teles 
(7072730) CL35 Tiny and Craw (8423440) 
&50 Practical Parenting {9932730) 94M) 
Diet Show (2560310) 9J0 The Roseanne 
Show (3574196) 404)0 The Jerry Springer 
Show (6322643) NL50 Maury POvich 
(5079310) 1140 Brookside (56370952) 
12J0 Anfmai Rescue (msuiT) 12^40 
Rescue 911 (13289204) uo Special Ba- 
bies (23547643) L40 Beyond BeSef: Fact 
or Fiction (797T2914) 230 LA Law 
(3168339) 340 Living Room (7087020) 
4.00 Mchaei Cde (4681643) 4-50 
Rotonda (9350317) &40 Ready Steady 
Cook (731531®. GJ5 The Jerry Springer 
Show (J510339) 74)5 Rescue 911 
(4700040) 735 Animal Rescue (0183469) 
84)0 Murder Call (713M40) aoOFBmt 
Saved by the Light (7134327) ILOO Sex 
Life Down Under (32SM40) 124)0 Close. 

TNT 

04)0 Amefia Earhart: thB Fral FS^it (694) 
(40883778) 1100 Operalon Crossbow 
(WS5) (772878®) US Shalft Big Scon* 
(1972) (60356957) 34)0-54)0 Ameia 
Earhart the Fnal FtigW (094) (5T380696) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

74)0 Clueless (4010) 7430 Grace under 
Fare (3579) 8430 Roseanne (6730). 8^0 
Newsradlo (5365) 94)0 Cytfl (83440) 
94)0 Vic Reeves- Big Night Out (2175 9) 
104)0 Frasier (77440) 10.30 Cheers 
(93488) ILOO Seinfeld (95285) 1L30 
The Larry Sanders Show (63223) 124)0 
Late (tight with David Latte man (91976) 
14)0 Taxi (69860) L30 The Critic 
(13179) 24)0 Dr Katz (56727) 2.30 
Soap (88044) 34)0 Wings (89624) 3.30 
ftightsiand (B&484) 44)0 Close. 


Regional Television variations 



BBC1 N RELAMD 

As BBC1 Lomtori tencopt. 6-30 

Newsflne 630 (643) 

BDC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 London except 2-55 

Dotaman (3491759) 3J0 DochaJdh Mor 
(Oakey Doka) «73i5440) 6410 Na« 
(391) L30 fwporfing SctottandiWaath- 
er (843) 930 One ftot in tea &av« 
(13488) «U>0 Chewin' the Fat (75469) 
KL30 teakte Story (4284ffl) 1L23 The 
X Files (114049) 12J0 FlmtUtetfor 
Murder (1881624) L35 Joins BBC News 
^34(82630570) 

'B8C1 WALES _ . M 

As BBC1 London 

waies Today (843) 10J5 The SWe 
(987846) ML45 Inside Story 
tL40 Film: Lust for Murder (6g739t) 
L05 Fin: Moving Target (078^^. 
2J5 Johs BBC N8W8 24 (34473353) 

ANGLIA 

As Carlton excopt 12-20 Angte 

Tbur Bacon (91556) 3^0 Ang6aNews_ 
and Weather (2752933) 540 Shorttand 
Street (7857W2) fcOO Home and Away 


(588136) 6.25 AngRa News (418914) 
HUO Angfia Maws and Weather 
(632865) 10.40 Snooker Nations Cup 
(425372) 1L40 Crime Weakly (758204) 
TL55 teles from the Crypt (334001) 
12^40 FUm: Between Love and Hate 
(B44150) 2^0 Master Class (972368a 
2^*5 Judge Judy (45T73) 4J5 f>uo 
Lethal (3360421) 4-50 ITV r 
AW Coronation: 


CENTRAL 

As Carlton axeapfa 12-20 Central 
News and Wsather (6744391) tojo Echo 
ftilm (91556) &20 Central News 
(2752933L 540 Shortiand Street 
(7957402) LOO Home and Away 

ffi88i36) 6-25 Central News and 
Weather (418914) «L30 Central News 
and Vlfeather (532865) 7L45 Renegade 
(115827) 445 Jobflnder (8951082) 940 
Astan'qre (4088957) 

MTV WALES 

As Cartton except: 1U0 This 
Marring (24901575) 1245 HTV News 
(9128643) LOO Shortiand Street 
(9155&3J20 HTV News (Z752933) 

540 A Country Practice (7957402) 

000 Home and Away (588136) 8-25 


Wales Tonight (418914) 1L45 The Front 
Row (820198) 12-40 FSm; Between 
Love and Hate (844150) 2.20 Master 
Ctaas (9723686) 2L45 Judge Judy - 
(45173) 4J5 Pure Lethal (3360421). 
4.50 (TV N^htscreen (31708632) 530 
Coronation. 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: LOO text 
Stop-. ( 91556 ) 6JS5 HTV West Weather 
(810374 & 0 O The west Tonight (339). 
1L45 Renegade (82CS8) 

MERIDIAN . 

As Carlton except: 10.30 This 
Morning (24901675) 1235 Meridan 
News (9128643) LOO Shortiand Street 
(91556) 330 Meridian News and 
WeaSher ^752933) 5^0 Home and 
Away 5J37 Three Minutes 

(2133W) SJIO MeriCfan Tonight (758) 
EL30 Bkdwalch with Chris Packham 
(339) 10J30 MeritSan News (832865) 
1L45 Baywatch Nights (820198) 1240 
Rbn: Between Love and Hate (B44150) 
230 Master Class (9723688) 2^15 
i Judy (45T73) 445 Pure Lethal 
1) 4J0 rrv Mghtscreen 
“‘.SAW Freescteen (66666) 


WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: RL30 This 
Morrting (24901575) t2J5 Wfestcountry 
News (9128643) 1227 ttumtoatiOnB 
(67523101 LOO Emmerdale (91556) 
.330 W&stcountry News (2752933) 
030 Wastcountry Live (35339) -KL3Q 
Westcountry News (632865) tL45 
Anatomy or Disaster (820198) 1240 
FUm: Between Love and Hate (844S0) 
220 Master Class (9723686) 245 
Judge Judy (45173) 4J5 pin Lethal 
(3360421) 4-50 WgWscreen (31708632) 
5.00 Coronation Street (66665). 

YORKStORE 

As Carlton except: 1220 Calendar 
News and Weather (6744391) loo Em- 
merdale (91556). 3-20 Calendar News 
HeedSnee (2752933) 3AQ News; 
Weather (583440) 5J5 Calendar 
(176391). 6*30 Tonight (339) 1030 Cal- 
endar News (632865) KMfl Snooker 
Nations Cup (425372) 1L40 Roar 
(300594) 4.15 Jobflnder (B783886) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 12^0 North 
East News and Weather (6760339) 
1225 JobSnk (S752310) 220 North 


East News Heatfnes (2752933) 53S 
North East Weather (200846) 530 
North East Tonight (35339) 1(L30 
North East News and Weather (632865) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 200 Ysgo- 
fion/Schoois (10603391) 1230 Be- 
witched Q63 4920 4) 1230 Sesame 
Sheet (3834177®. LOO Planed Plant 
L30 toots to Success 
L45 Day of Thanks on WaJ- 
ion Mountain (3402M20) 4J0 Fbctd 
Lake (56039204) 500 Plaited Plant 
(64232071) 530 Countdown (56020556) 
6.00 Newyddon (69909846) 640 Heno 
(95601643) 74W Potx* y Cwm 

730 Newyddon (56030933) 
Ffanrao (68832038) &30 Pado 

9J00 E R: Compfation of 

: bits from previous episodes 
(48520038) IftOO Brookskte: Slnbad 
pays the price for the sympathy he fait 
forthp Musgrovaa Nkkl decides to face 
the 'wcrW, tul expertencee a cSgtressinc 
flashback (54898846) «L35 E R 

. 1L30 The Mark Thomas 
(35478865) 124)0 The 
Comedy Lab ^2904347) 1230 Footbal 
Itala (54208599) 235 Trartsworid 
Sport (47711570) 335 Close. 


THE SUPER-GRANDMASTER tour- 
nament at Wgk aan Zee on the 
Dutch coast is getting into its stride. 
Fallowing two rounds and a rest day 
on Monday there was already a dear 
leader in the shape of Vfewanathan 
Anand on2/2, ahead of Tbpalov; Kas- 
parov, Shfrov and Kramnik on 1.5. 

Before the kick-off, the anglo- 
phone Argentine Michael Green- 
gard, who writes on the World Wide 
Web under the name of Mig, carried 
out a survey (on Mark Crowther's 
Home Rage h ttp-y/www ch esscenter 
com/twic/twic itmli . In three days, 
this admirable exercise enticed 
1.009 voters from many countries, of 
whom 490 voted for Anand to win, 
followed by Kasparov 249, Shinn' 112. 
Kramnik 67, Ivanchuk 42 and the 
rest 16 or fewer As I wrote on Fri- 
day, I’d go for one of Kasparov. 
Anand and Kramnik, with Ivanchuk, 
Shirov and Svidler having some 
chances. And just two rounds have 
changed little (though if pressed I’d 
certainty plump, about 50-50. for one 
of Anand and Kasparov). 

Perhaps the most interesting 
game so far was the draw, in just 22 
moves, between Kasparov and 
Ivanchuk. Almost invariably a pow- 
erful force in the opening, Kas- 
parov is particularly strong in the 
Exchange variation of the Queen's 
Gambit Declined (QGD>. in which be 
has a massive score against world 
class opposition, 

Ivanchuk’s choice was therefore 
calculated daredevtlry. The first 
critical moment came when Kaspar- 
ov avoided the endgame after 6 e3 
Bfol? 7 Qf3 Bg6 8Bxf6 Qxf6 9 QxfB 
gxfo, with 6 Qc2. 7... Na6 aims to ex- 
ploit this but in the diagram the nor- 
mal 12 ...Re7 13 Ng3 Bh7 14 Bd3 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 

.0 :* 

m. & ;;; 


Bxd3 15 Qxd3 looks better for White. 

The point of Ivanchuk's rather 
extraordinary 12 ...Nd7 was. if I’ve 
understood, revealed two moves 
later, when if 14 Bd3 g5 15 Be5 ffi 16 
Bg6+ Ke7 White doesn't seem to get 
nearly enough for the piece. 

I suspect that if he doesn’t find an 
improvement earlier, Kasparov will 
look at 15 e5 or, more likely, 15 f3!7 
trying to maintain the centre. After 
16 . . .Qxda!, White had to force mat- 
ters. 18 ...0-0-0 effectively acqui- 
esced in a draw' - other moves are 
extremely risky. And Kasparov was 
forced to take the perpetual check. 

White: Gary Kasparov 
Black: Vassily Ivanchuk 
QGD Exchange Variation 

1 d4 d5 isee diagram! 

2 c4 e6 12 ...Nd7 

3Nc3 NfS 13 Ng3Be6 

4 cxd5 exd5 14 e4 Nb6 

5 Bg5 c6 15 exd5 Nxd5 

6 Qc2 Na6 16 Nxd5 Qxda! 

7 e3 Nb4 17 Bc4 Qxg2 

8 Qd2 BE 18 Qe3 0-0-0 

9 Rcl a5 19 Bxe6+ fxe6 

10 a3 Na6 20 Qxe6+ Rd7 

11 Nge2 h6 21 Qe8+ Rd8 

12 Bf4 22 Qe6+ 1^/2 


BRIDGE 


ALAN HIRON 

SOUTH PLAYED his slam contract 
well on this deal - indeed, he had 
reached a winning position - but, 
right at the end, West found a crafty 
resource that persuaded declarer to 
go wrong. 

East opened Three Hearts, 

South overcalled with Three 
Spades, and West raised to Fbur 
Hearts. Hoping* for a favourable 
lead tor that the contract might 
prove a lay-down) North jumped 
direct to Six Spades. All passed, 
although West contemplated a sac- 
rifice in Seven Hearts (which would 
have cost only 800 points unless 
South had found an unlikely dia- 
mond lead), and West led ?'lo 
against the slam. 

Neither of North’s wishes came 
true - the lead did not help, and 
there were only 11 tricks in sight, 
for it seemed sure that West held 
* A. Then South saw a glimmer of 
light i£ indeed. West held ♦ A and 
also length in diamonds, he might 
well be put under pressure. So 
declarer ruffed all of his heart 
losers on the table, coming back to 
hand with top trumps. Then be 
played off his remaining trumps. 

With seven cards left. West still 
had to find two discards from 0 J 
982 ♦ AQlO. If he had parted with 
two dubs, then dummy would 
come down to 0 AKQ *7 5 and a 
low club from declarer's hand 


Game all; dealer East 
North 

*1097652 
‘J'none 
0 A K Q 4 
*753 

West East 

* J 3 *none 

S7I093 *?AKJ 7654 

OJ982 01065 

*AQ 109 *J 6 2 

South 
4AKOS4 
*?QS2 
073 
*K84 


would establish *K for his 12th 
trick. Thinking ahead. West saw 
the danger and parted with 02 
and *Q. 

Convinced that West had started 
with five diamonds and that *A 
was now bare. South led *4. To his 

chagrin he now lost two dub tricks 
and found he had been in a position 
where he could have cashed four 
diamonds for his contract 


The Macallan International Pairs 
is at the White House Hotel iGt 
Portland St Tube). London. Ses- 
sions: today 5.30pm-llpm: Thtirs 
12pm-4pm, 5.30pm-llpm; Fri 
12 jppm-Bpm. Tickets at die door. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


No.3624 Wednesday 20 January 



ACROSS 

1 Iron (51 
4 Pull along (3) 

7 Joint (4) 

8 Cross-country (81 

9 Cut-and-dried situation (4.8) 

10 Timber problem (3J3) 

13 Hand in notice ( 6) 

15 fairground attractions (7.5) 

19 Trite (8) 

20 Animal fat (4) 

21 OW doth meaurc (3) 

22 Late (5) 


Large black-and-white animal 
(5) 

German prince (7) 

Greek philosopher (5) 

Flower (5) 

Lacking (7) 

Diversion (6j 
Accept (7) 

12 Public address system (6) 

14 Academic (7) 

16 Fish basket (5) 

17 Item of belief (51 

18 Before time 15) 


Solatfon to yesterday's Gauche Crasawir* 

ACROSS; 

Prod. 

DOWN: u 

Inhuman, 15 Peckish, 16 Syncm, 17 Juie, 19 Lqud, 20 Fair. 
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